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T  0 

THE      PUBLIC. 

Most  mighty  sir, 

t  |  ^HUS  let  me  ftyle  yon  ;  as  iri 
JL  truth  there  has  not  cxifted 
fince  Adam,  nor  will  there  exifl:  to 
the  end  of  the  world,  a  more  mighty 
perfonage  than  your  worfliip.  Who 
io  turned  the  earth  topfy-turvy, 
that,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  genera- 
tions, its  face  could  not  have  been 
known  again  by  the  mother  who  bore 
it?  Your  worfhio.-  Who  founded 
monarchies  and  empires?  Your  wor- 
Vol.   I..  B  {hip. 
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fhip.  Who  ruined  them  afterwards, 
or  transferred  them  whitherfocver  the 
whim  directed  ?  Your  worfhip.  Who 
introduced  into  the  world  the  dif- 
ti notion  of  orders  and  degrees  ?  Your 
worfhip.  Who  prcferves  them  or 
confounds  them  wherever  it  feemeth 
good  unto  him?  Your  worfhip — 
The  mifchief  is,  that,  when  your 
worfhip  is  ftaongly  bent  upon  a 
fcheme,  the  Almighty  only  has 
power  to  prevent  its  execution. 

And  if  from  corporeal  we  pafs  to 
intellectual  power,  whofe  judgment, 
opinion,  or  reafon  is,  or  ever  has  beenr 
fo  abfolute  and  defpotic  as  your  wor- 
ship's? It  is  an  acknowleged  thing, 
that  after  divine  and  natural  law,  the 
law  of  your  worfhip7  which  is  that 
of  nations,  is  the  moft  refpe&ed  and 
obeyed  of  any  in  the  world  :  and  this 
too  in  cafes  where  the  law  of  nations 
and  that  of  nature  may  be  different.--  A 
7  . con- 
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controverfy  in  which  I  fliall  not  in- 
termeddle, as  it  fignifies  not  a  rufh 
to  my  fubjecl.  But'it  is  certain,  that3 
let  your  worfhip  once  command,' re- 
folve,  decree,  and  determine  any 
thing,  All  rnufr,  neceffarily  obey;  for 
your  worfhip  being  All,  and  All  be- 
ing your  worfhip,  it  is  neceffary 
that  All  do,  what  All  would  have 
clone.  I  defy  every  hiftorian  to  fhew 
me  fo  refpccted  a  legiflator. 

I"  feemed  good  in  your  worship's 
eyes,  that  certain  men,  knowing  cer- 
tain matters,  mould  be  called  'wife, 
and  that  they  who  knew  them  not 
fhould  be  called  ignorant,  though  well 
inftrucled  in  ether  arts,  more  ufeful, 
or  at  leaf!  as  ufeful,  to  human  life.: 
and  your  worfhip  has  carried  your 
point.  Throughout  the  world,  the 
divine,  the  lawyer,  the  phyfician,  the 
philofopher,  the  mathematician,  the 
critic,  in  a  word,  the  man  of  letters, 
B  2  is 
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is  accounted  wife  ;  and  the  hu (band- 
man,  the  carpenter,  the  mafon,  and 
the  fmith,  are  reputed  ignorant.  To 
the  former  we  fpcak. uncovered,  and 
treat  them  refpecWulIy  :  we  thou  the 
latter  and  hear  or  command  them 
with  our  hats  on  our  heads.  Why 
fo  ?  Becaufe  it  fp -pi  cafes  The  Public. 
In  confequencc  of  this— and  to 
draw  nearer  to  what  more  -imports 
me — your  worfhip  alone,  yes  certain- 
ly, your  worfhip  alone,  has  the  power 
to  give  or  deny  crecHr  to  writers  and 
their  works ;  your  worfhip  alone  ex- 
alts or  debafes  them  as  you  think  fit; 
your  worfhip  alone  introduces  them 
into  the  temple  of  fame,  or  condemns 
them  to  the  dungeon  of  ignominy; 
your  worfhip  alone  perpetuates  their 
memory,  or,  as  foon  as  they  fee  the 
light,  delivers  them  to  the  flames,  and 
fcatters  their  allies  before  the  wind,  I 
fpeak   with  confidence,  but  at  the 

fame 
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&me  time  with  the  sreatef}  truth.- 
Writers,  therefore,  who  want  a  (Lield 
to  defend,  a  rortrefs  to  fecure,  or  a 
patron  to  protect  them,  have  to  feek 
it  only  in  your  worfhip. 

Pardon  me,  an'  pleafe  your  wor- 
fhip, the  wcaknefs  oi  quoting;  myfelf. 
In  the  eighth  chapter  of  $k§  iirft 
book  of  this  hiftory,  which  is  of  the 
paft,  the  prefent,  and  the  future,  I 
laugh,  and  I  think  juftly^  at  thofe 
who  dedicate  their  works  toperfonages 
of  high  rank  and  dignity,  thinking, 
and  even  telling  them  in  their  dedi- 
cations, that  they  thereby  place  their 
faid  works  in  fecurity  againft  the 
fhaits  of  criticifnij  malignity,  and  en- 
vy. Poor  men !  Has  not  fo  long  ex- 
perience yet  undeceived  them  ?  Ne- 
ver yet  did  any  one  Tingle  individual 
of  thefe  dignified  perfonages  draw 
his  fword  to  defend  the  author,  who 
had  fought  him  for  a  Mecenas ;  nor, 
B   7,  what 
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what  is  more,  though  he  fhould  have 
drawn  it  and  handled  it  with  ever  To 
much  addrefs,  was  it  in  his  power  to 
defend  him.  Suppofing  him  to  be 
the  moll:  powerful  monarch  in  the 
wTorld — he  might  heap  honours  on 
the  deferving  author  ;  he  might  de- 
cree, that,  in  his  dominions,  nothing 
fhould  be  written  or  fpoken  againft 
him;  and  that  a  refpecl,  an  outward 
refpecr,  fhould  be  implicity  given  to 
his  works.  But  can  he  hinder  the 
teeth  of  ignorance,  of  envy,  and  of 
malevolence  from  biting  them,,  and 
tearing  them  to  pieces  in  their  fecret 
dens  ?  Can  he  prevent,  out  of  his 
dominions,  their  being  tilted  at  by 
critics  of  all  denominations? 

Let  us  then  undeceive  ourfelves : 
your  worfhip  only  has  this  great 
power;  becaufe  your  worflbip  only  in 
this  and  many  other  particulars — be 
it  known  I  fpeak  of  things  under  the 

moon. 
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moon — can  do  whatfoever  you  are 
pleafed  to  do.  Should  The  Public 
will  that  no  one  mutter  a  fyllable  a- 
gainft  a  work,  no  one  will  mutter  a 
fyllable  againft  it ;  that  all  mould  ce- 
lebrate it  outwardly  and  inwardly,  it 
fhall  be  fo  celebrated  by  al! ;  that  it  be 
reprinted  a  thoufand  times,  a  thou- 
fand  times  it  mall  be  reprinted.  Nor 
is  this  power  limited  to  this  or  that 
country  or  dominion,  but  extended 
wide  as  the  far-fpreading  circuit  of 
the  world.  ^Wherever  there  are  men, 
there  is  a  Public;  for  the  Public  is 
all  men;  atleaft  The  Public  to  whom 
I  dedicate  my  work,  is,  The  Public 
of  Spain,  of  France,  of  Italy,  of  Eng- 
land, of  Germany,  of  Tartary,  of 
Mufcovy,  of  China,  and  of  Califor- 
nia. Now  if  I  fhould  be  fo  happy  as 
that  all  men  mould  take  it  under 
their  protection,  of  whom  fhould  I 
be  afraid  ?  I  am  well  awaj-e  that 
B  4  this 
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this  good  fortune  is  rather  to  be  en- 
deavoured at  than  hoped  for. 

But,  hr,  whatever  it  may  turn  out, 
I  fhall  chearfully  fubmittoit.  Under 
your  wing  I  feek  for  (helter,  and  fo- 
licit  your  patronage  alone.  Perhaps 
the  work,  fuch  as  it  is,  may  not  me- 
rit it,  but  the  intention  is  not  unde- 
ferving  of  it.  I  am  with  the  mod: 
profound  refpecl, 

Most  Mighty  Sir, 

Your  lead  part, 

Francisco  Lobon  de  Salazar, 


THE 


THE 

PREFACE, 

WITH    AN 

H       E      L       M      E       T 

F^OR — let  us  fpeak  plainly — a  gakated 
preface  would  be  too  latinized  a  term 
for  a  work  not  profeffedly  divine.  Though 
the  hero  of  it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  a 
preacher,  and  a  pried  of  the  mafs  *',  yet 
undeceive  yourfelf,  rriy  good  reader ;  for 
he  faid  as  many  mafles  as  he  preached  fer- 
mons.  I  conceived  him,  I  brought  him 
forth,  I  ordained  him,  and  I  licenfed  him 
to  preach  ;  for  all  which  I  have  the  fame 
authority  and  the  fame  power  as  to  make 
him  a  bimop  or  pope.  If  you  think  not, 
tell  me  in  true  chriltian  fincerity  what  rea- 
fon  there  is-— if  Plato  took  the  liberty  to 

*  In  full  orders. 

conftitute 
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conftitute  a  republic  in  imaginary  fpace, 
Defcartes  to  figure  to  himfelf  a  world  at 
his  pleafure,  and  many  modern  philofo- 
phers  (Copernicus  holding  the  candle  and 
our  friend  Fontenelle  giving  it  a  fnuff)  to 
create  in  their  fancy  as  many  thoufands  of 
worlds  as  there  are  thoufands  of  fixed  ftars, 
and  all  inhabited  by  good  and  true  men  of 
flefh  and  blood,  neither  more  nor  lefs  than 
our  very  felves---tell  me,  I  fay,  what  rea- 
fon  there  is,  divine  or  human,  why  my 
imagination  fhould  not  divert  itfelf  in  fa- 
bricating a  little,  tight,  brifk,  well-fhaven 
predicator,  and  making  him  act,  think, 
and  hold  forth  juft  as  I  ihall  take  it  into 
my  head  ?  Were  the  imaginations  of  thefe 
worthy  gentlemen,  and  an  hundred  others 
I  could  name,  endowed  with  any  particu- 
lar privilege  which  is  wanting  to  mine,  tho* 
a  poor  and  iinful  one  ? 

What,  then,  you  will  lay,  was  there  ne- 
ver fuch  a  perfon  as  Friar  Gerund  in  the 
world  ? — Fair  and  foftly.  Let  me  take 
a  pinch  of  fnuff,  for  this  queflion  of 
yours  is  a  tight  one.  There,  now  I 
have  taken  it,  and  am  about  to  anlvver  you. 
Look  ye,  my  good  Sir,  a  Friar  Gerund  oi 
Campazas,  with  this  very  name,  there  is 
not,  there  never  was,  and  in  all  probabi- 
lity, 
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lity,  there  never  will   be.     But  preaching 
Gerunds,     or  gerundical    preachers,  with 
Friar  and  without,  with  Don  and  without 
Don,    with    cap    and   with     cowl  *,     in 
fine,  of  all  habits,  and  colours,  and  forts, 
and  fizes,  there  have  been,  there  are,  and, 
if  God  does  not  prevent  it,   there  will  be 
as  thus.   When  I  faid  "  as  thus"  I  brought 
all  the   ends  of  my  fingers  together  in   a 
bunch,  as  our  cuftom  is  to  exprefs  multi- 
tude.     I  do  not  fay  that   in  any  of  them 
are  united  all  the  abfurdities  of  my  beloved 
Gerund,  for  though  this  is  not   abfolutely 
impoffible,  yet  neither  is  it  neceflary;    but 
that  there   are  plentiful  famples   of  them, 
fcattered  here   and  there,   more    falling  to 
the  (hare  of  one,   and  lefs  to   that  of  an- 
other, is  a  thing  fo  evident,  that  we   may 
touch  it,  as  well  as  fee  it, with  our  very  eyes. 
Then  what  have  I  done?  No  other  than  what 
is  done  by  all  compofers  of  ufeful  novels  and 
inflructive   epic  poems.     They  propofe  an 
hero,  either   true   or  feigned,  in    order   to 
make  him  a  perfect  model  either  of  nrri^s, 

*  Cap,  the  Graduates  of  univerfities  and  all  th< 
cular  clergy:  cowl,  all  monks  and  fiiars,  that  is,  a 
regular  clergy. 

The  fecular  clergy  are  the  pariih-minifters,  &c. 
regular,  the  profefled  religious,  who  live  together  in 
communities. 

or 
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or  letters,  or  policy,  or  of  the  moral  vir- 
tues— for  of  the  evangelical  we  have  e- 
nough  and  to  fpare,  if  we  would  but  follow 
them.  They  gather  from  this,  and  that, 
and  the  other  quarter,  all  which  appears 
conducive  to  the  perfection  of  this  idol  of 
theirs,  in  the  character  in  which  they 
would  turn  him  out  to  you  completely, 
equipped.  They  apply  it  to  him  with  in- 
vention, proportion,  and  grace,  contriving 
fuch  events  as  they  judge  mod  natural  to 
conned  the  hiilory  with  the  exploits,  and 
the  exploits  with  the  hiilory  —and  there's 
an  epic  poem  for  you,  in  verfe  or  in 
profe,  as  daintily  toiled  up  as  heart  can 
wifh.     . 

What  elfe,  think  you,  did  Homer  with 
his  Ulyiles,  Virgil  with  his  Eneas,  Xeno- 
phon  with  his  Cyrus,  Barclay  with  his 
Argenis,  Quevedo  with  his  Tacano,  Cer- 
vantes with  his  Quixote,  and  Fenelon  with 
his  Telemachus  ?  And,  if  you  have  a  mind 
that  we  Ihsvv  a  little  more  learning  at  final  1 
expence,  do  you  fuppofe  that  the  Works 
and  Days  of  Hefiod,  the  Hero  and  Leander 
of  Mule  us,  or  whoever  he  was,  the  Adonis 
of  Marino,  the  Dragontea  of  Lope  de  Ve- 
ga, and  the  Numantina  of  Don  Francifco 
Mofquera,  were  any  other  than  epic  po- 
ems, 
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ems,  more  or  lefs  perfect,  or  more  or  lefs 
adjufted  to  thofe  laws  which  the  epopei- 
arcs  and  legiflators  have  thought  proper  to 
promulgate?  Come,  don't  turn  up  your 
nofe  at  me,  and  tell  me  that  amongft  the 
works  I  have  cited,  there  are  fome  in 
profe,  and  confequently  that  they  cannot 
belong  to  the  clafs  of  epic  poems.  Surely 
you  are  an  ill-humoured  creature !  Whe- 
ther verfe  is,  or  is  not,  eiTential  to  an  epic 
.poem,  is  a  queftion  which  has  warm  ef- 
poufers  for  each  iide,  and  they  have  made 
the  devil  to  pay  about  it.  Take  you  the 
fide  which  you  think  ftrongeft,  knowing 
that  hitherto  no  pope  or  general  council 
has  determined  it,  and  thus  you  will  not 
be  obliged  to  abjure,  even  de  levi  *,  which 
ever  of  the  opinions  you  may  follow. 

But  if  you  will  (till  obftinately  maintain 
that  my  poor  Friar  Gerund  merits  not  the 
lofty  feat  and  crimfon  velvet  of  epic  poetry, 
as  well  becaufe  it  is  written  in  plain  down- 
right profe,  and  mean  enough  o'  cbnfci- 
ence,  as  becaufe  my  hero  is  indeed  no  em- 
peror, or  king,   or  duke,    or  not   even   a 


*  Alluding  to  the  different  akjuratjons  in  the  in  qui  - 
fition,  de  levi,  £3?  de  vehement:,  according  as  the  ii. lo- 
tion or  indication  of  the  error  to  be  abjured  has  hczn 
light  or  vehement. 

hud- 
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landgrave,  which  was  the  lead  he  could! 
be  to  obtain  a  feat  in  the  Epic  Diet,  accord- 
ing to  the  opinion  of  the  poetical  lawyer 
Horace  ; 

Res  gejla.  regumque  ducumquc  £j?  triflia  bella 
i£v?  fcr'ibl  pojpnt  numero  monjlravlt  Hotnerus  ; 

and  laflly  becaufe  the  character,  or  princi- 
pal perfonage,  of  every  epic  poem,  which  is 
The  Hero,  is  wanting  to  my  work,  taking 
it  for  granted  that  the  miferable  Gerund  is 
not  only  not  a  defcendant  from  the  gods 
but  not  even  from  the  Cid  Campeador, 
Lain  Calvo,  or  Nulio  Rafura,  which  at  lead 
was  neceffary  to  give  him  the  inveftiture  of 
heroifm,  belides  the  total  want  of  other 
indifpenfable  qualities  for  his  entrance  into 
that  order,  fuch  as  magnanimity,  conftancy, 
itature,  robuflnefs,  and  extraordinary 
ftrength — I  fay,  if  for  thefe  and  many 
other  reafons  you  are  poiitively  deter* 
mined  not  to  have  this  an  epic  compofi-* 
tion,  nor  any  thing  like  it,  and  tauntingly 
cry,  an  epic  fool's-head  !  be  it  fo,  for  I 
will  not  go  to  the  breaking  of  heads  with 
you  for  fuch  a  trifle. 

But  I  can  fee,  methinks,  that  you  have 
ft  ill  fomething  more  within  you  concern- 
ing this  matter  of  ct'icifm,  if  I  may  lb  caJt 

it, 
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it,  which  you  want  to  bring  forth.  You 
will  tell  me,  as  if  I  could  hear  you,  that 
the  principal  end  of  all  epic  compoiitions 
is  to  inflame  the  mind  to  the  imitation  of 
heroic  virtues  by  the  example  of  the  hero, 
true  or  feigned,  whofe  exploits  and  at- 
chievments  are  reprefented  in  them.  And 
moreover,  if  you  have  a  mind  to  tell  me 
this  in  Latin,  to  frighten  me  a  little,  and 
that  I  may  know  you  are  /killed  in  thefe 
matters,  and  as  we  fay,  feel  where  the 
epic  bufkin  pinches,  you  will  hit  me  in  the 
teeth  with  the  great  authority  of  Father 
Paul,  who  fays  in  his  Commentary  on  the 
Poetics  of  Ariftotle,  °  Certum  eft  beroica 
"  poemati  Mud  ejje  propofitum,  ut  herois  a!':- 
"  cujus  &  duels  egregium  aliquodfaSlum  cele- 
"  brety  in  quo  idea  qucsdam  &  exemplum  ex- 
ts  primatur  fortitudinis  ac  militaris  chi/i/que 
"  prudentice"  In  confequence  of  which 
you  will  fay — and  you  will  feem  to  have 
reafon  on  your  fide — that  fo  far  am  I  from 
fetting  before  you  a  perfect  model  of  he- 
roic oratory  which  may  excite  imitation, 
that  I  rather  obtrude  upon  you  the  moil 
ridiculous  pattern  that  can  be  imagined, 
and  fit  only  to  be  avoided  and  abhorred. 

Now  you  think  you  have  caught  me  in 
the  trap.     But  lifteri  to  this  fcrap  of  erudi- 
tion. 
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tion,  which  I  read  I  don't  know  where, 
and  it  is  not  worth  while  now  to  lofe  two 
or  three  hours  in  looking  for  the  author  to 
give  you  the  quotation— -fuppofe  that  Plu- 
tarch lays  it,  or  any  other  of  the  many  au- 
thors you  are  moil  devoted  to.  Once  upon 
a  time  there  was  at  Athens  a  mufician--- 
without  doubt  he  ought  to  have  been  a 
mafter  of  the  chapel  * — whofe  name  nei- 
ther do  I  remember — call  him  Pythagoras, 
an'  you  pleafe,  if  you  want  a  name — this 
man,  to  teach  his  fcholars  ntuiic,  according 
to  all  the  different  modes,  the  Doric,  Lv 
dian,  Mixt-Lydhn,  Phrygian,  Sub-Phry- 
gian-, Eolian,  what  does  you  me  this  man, 
but  carefully  Collect:  the  mod:  un tuneable, 
the  moft  harm,  the  moftfour,  the  mod  bell- 
wether, the  moit  out-of-compafs  voices  that 
were  to  be  found  in  the  whole  country  ?  He 
made  them  ling  in  tne  prefence  of  his  fcho- 
lars whom  he  charged  to  obferve  with  care 
the  difguUful  jarring  of  thefe,  the  piercing 
fcream  of  thofe,  the  insufferable  bawling  of 
fome,  and  the  intolerable  galloping,  jumps, 
curvets,  and  caprioles  of  others ;  then  turn- 
ing to  his  little  ones,  he   told   them  with 

•  The    chief  mufician  who  beats  lime   to  all  the 
others. 

much 
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much  pleafantry,  iS  Now*  my  dears,  in 
**  doing  the  direct  contrary  to  thefe  gentry 
**  you  will  ting  divinely." 

I  think  you  muft  now  take  my  mean- 
ing; but  if  after  all  you  have  not  yet  hit 
upon  it,  I  would  not  give  two-pence  for 
your  underftanding,  and  let  us  go  to  fome- 
thing  elfe ;  but  we  ilian't  go  to  fifty-cuffs 
though  you  fay  that  this  work  at  the  moil: 
is  but  a  wretched  novel,  and  as  diftant 
from  an  epic  poem  as  earth  from  heaven. 

Now  you  fet  yourfelf  fomewhat  more  fe- 
dately  to  afk  me  another  queftipn.  "Suppof- 
"  ing,  as  you  fay,  and  as  I  myfelf  acknow- 
"  ledge,  that,  to  the  difgrace  of  our  times, 
"  there  are  fo  many  preaching  Gerunds, 
"  Friars  and  no  Friars,  Dons  and  no  Dons, 
(t  of  cap  and  of  cowl,  what  motive  had  you 
"  to  ftick  "  Friar"  before  vour  Gerund,  ra- 
tc  ther  than  fimply  "  Father,"  or  than  give 
"  him  his  "  Don"  without  any  other  addi- 
"  tion  ?"  It  is  a  weighty  queftion,  and  re- 
quires a  ferious  fatisfaclion.  You  (hall  have 
it ;  and  X  beg  you  to  hear  me  difpaffionate- 
ly.  But  before  we  enter  upon  the  matter 
let  me  tell  you  a  ftory.  A  certain  judge 
went  officially,  on  I  know  not  what  bufi- 
nefs,  to  old  Colmenar,  a  village  of  about 
twenty  houfes,  the  inhabitants  of  which, 

Vol.  L  C  during 
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durirg  their  examination,  flung  fuch  aftring 
of  lies  in  his  face  as  quite  aftonifhed  him  : 
"  Jeius  !  Jcius  !"  cries  he,  croffing  himfelf 
and  turning  to  the  alcalde,  or  chief  civil 
officer  of.  this  little  place,  '«  why  they  lie 
'«  here  as  much  as  in  Madrid."  "  Pardon 
"  me,  your  honour,"  replies  the  alcalde, 
bowing  moft  refpedtfully,  "  though  they 
"  lie  in  Colmenar  as  much  as  poffible,  yet 
"  in  Madrid  they  lie  much  more,  becaufe 
"  there  are  more  who  lie." 

You  will  not  deny  me  that  the  number 
of  preachers  who  are  honoured  with  the 
moft  noble,  the  moft  holy,  and  the  moft 
venerable  diftinclion  of  Friar  is  much  great- 
er than  of  tbofe  who  are  known  by  the 
title  of  Father  or  the  epithet  of  Don.  For 
one  of  thefe  there  are  at  leaft  twenty  of 
the  others ;  becaufe  the  mendicant  frater- 
nities, not  clerical — who  all  ufe  it — and 
the  monkiih — fome  of  which  ufe  it  and 
others  not-— are  beyond  comparifon  more 
numerous  than  all  the  focieties  of  the  re- 
gulars, into  which  it  has  not  been  intro- 
duced. Thofe  of  the  fecular  clergy  who 
cxercife  the  miniftry  of  preaching,  it  i? 
evident,  cannot  be  compared  in  number  to 
thofe  who  exercife  it  amongft  the  profefted 
religious.  Now  then,  though  in  all  the 
I  reft 
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reft  of  the  focieties,  there  is  undoubtedly 
a  moft  notable  plenty  of  Gerundical  preach- 
ers, there  is  not,  nor  can  there  be,  (o  many 
as  in  thofe  who  affume  the  title  of  Friar. 
And  why  fo  ?  For  the  fame  reafon  as  the 
alcalde  gave  the  judge,  i.  e.  Though  the 
Fathers  and  Dons  preach  as  bad  as  poffible, 
yet  the  Friars  preach  worfe,  becaule  there 
are  more  among  them  who  preach  bad.  So 
that  the  whole  difference  is  in  the  number 
and  not  in  the  fubftance.  And  the  fole 
defign  of  this  work  being  to  eradicate  from 
the  Spanifh  pulpit  the  intolerable  abufes 
which  have  crept  into  it,  particularly  within 
the  laft  century,  it  feemed  moft  reafonable 
to  take  the  model  whence  the  originals  are 
moft  frequent,  neceffarily  and  folely  becaufe 
the  number  is  moft  copious. 

If  this  preface  were  to  be  read  by  fenfi- 
ble  men  only,  what  has  been  faid  would  be 
fufficient  to  make  us  agree  upon  this  ar- 
ticle; but  as  I  truft  it  will  have  a  better 
fate,  it  may  be  necelfary  to  fay  the  fame 
thing  in  another  manner,  fo  as  to  make  it 
more  plain  and  even  palpable. 

Tell  me  then,  my  honeft  man,-— now  I 
fpeak  to  a  fturdy  countryman,  a  well-mean- 
ing man,  and  one  who  knows  how  to  read 
almoft  without  flopping  to  fpell  the  words — 
C  2  fuppofe, 


20  ?  R  E  F  A  C  E. 

fuppofe,  for  my  amufement,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  correct  the  inordinate  paflion  in 
our  reapers  for  tobacco,  the  flrong  inclif 
nation  to  wine  in  the  coritos  *,  and  the 
abfurd  vanity  of  the  alojeros  -j*,  I'  (hould 
take  it  into  my  head  to  write  the  life  of 
an  imaginary  alojero,  corito,  or  reaper: 
would  it  not  be  natural,  if  my  man  was  a 
reaper  that  I  fhould  make  him  a  Gallician %, 
a  Mountaineer  §  if  he  was  an  alojero, 
and  if  he  was  a  corito,  an  Aflurian  ?  You 
fee  the  thing  fpeaks  itfelf  j  for  though 
there  are  undoubtedly  coritos,  alojeros, 
and  reapers  in  every  province,  yet  in  regard 
to  the  three  which  I  have  mentioned  all 
the  red:  are  but  an  handful,  arxl  this  would 

*  Corito  is  a  name  given  to  any  farmer  or  ruftic,  but 
generally  applied  to  an  Aiturian.  There  is  a  proverb 
which  fays,  al  Ajhiriano  vino  puro  y  lanza  en  mano  — The 
Aflurian  mull  have  pure  wine  and  a  Jance  in  his  hand  : 
pure  wine  (becaufe  the  province  is  one  of  the  mod:  nor- 
thern and  cold)  to  keep  him  warm  ;  and  a  lance  in  his 
hand,  to  defend  him  from  wild  beads,  which  were  for- 
merly very  numerous  there. 

f  An  alojero,  is  one  who  lodges  from  home,  or  a  tra- 
veller ;  whp  of  courfe  may  lie  without  fear  of  detection. 

X  Gallicia  is  remarkable  fur  its  numerous  poor,  who 
migrate  to  other  provinces  for  work  at  the  time  of  harveft. 

§  A  Mountaineer  means,  by  antcnomafia,  an  inha- 
bitant of  the  mountains  of  Burgos,  the  chief  city  of 
Old  Cafiilr,  and  one  remarkably  proud  and  vain-glori- 
ous of  his  genealogy,  £cc.  as  in  this  city  it.  is  faid,  that, 
though  there  are  not  above  a  thoufand  families,  there  is 
an  abundance  of  nobility  and  gentry! 

be 
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be  requifite  to  the  propriety  of  the  fiction. 
Well  then,  .apply  it  to  the  point  before 
you,  and  don't  fplit  my  head. 

But  now  you,  my  firft  reader,  begin  to 
frown  at  me  again,  and  lay  angrily,  **  Well, 
"  well,  let  the  title  of  Friar  pafs ;  but  then 
"  the  name  of  Gerund,  inch  a  fantastical, 
*■  ridiculous,  abfurd  name  !  This  is  turn- 
(c  ing  facred  characters  into  contempt,  and 
ec  particularly  thofe  who  make  an  honour*- 
'/  able  and  glorious  boaft  of  the  epithet  of 
"  Friar ;  for  there  can  be  no  doubt  but 
"  that  the  fcurrilous  jefler  upon  the  name 
"  would  mean  to  comprehend  the  order  to 
¥  which  he  has  applied  it." 

Lord,  Lord !  how  plain  it  is  you  don't 
know  whom  you  are  talking  to  !  Look  ye ; 
if  I  thought  there  was  a  man  in  the  world 
who  furpafTed  me  in  the  cordial,  the  pro- 
found,  the  reverent  refpect  I  profefs  to  all 
•the  focieties  in  the  church  of  God,  without 
diftinclion  of  habit,  colour,  or  inflitution 
*---if  I  knew  there  was  any  one  who  ex- 
ceeded me  in  detefting,  and  abominating, 
and  defpifing  thofe,  of  whatever  clafs,  whofe 
unworthy,  foolifh,-  and  prefuming  mouths 
profane  the  moil:  religious  name  of  Friar— 
if  1  believed  there  was  one  who  could 
leave  me  behind  in  commiferation  of  thofe 
C  3  poor 
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poor  unhappy  devotees  (and  to  our  misfor- 
tune there  are  fome  in  all  inftitutions  and 
profeffton.s)  who  look  with  lefs  love,  cha- 
rity, or  eftcem  upon  the  members  of  other 
focieties,  either  becaufe  they  do  not  agree 
in  fome  trifling  opinions,  or  from  other 
motives  merely  human  and  worldly*  foreign 
to  that  mod  pure,  mod  noble,  and  mod 
holy  end  to  which  all  ought  to  afpire  in 
their  words  and  works,  according  to  the 
peculiar  and  exclufive  profeflion  of  each  par- 
ticular— I  fay  if  I  thought  I  could  poffibly 
be  furpafTed  in  any  of  thele  things,  I  fhould 
account  myfelf  the  molt  unhappy  of  mor- 
tal men,  to  whom  the  miferable  lot  had 
fallen  of  being  born  amongft  the  very  dregs 
of  Chriftians  and  even  of  rational  beings. 
Do  you  think  before  God  and  in 
confeience,  that  he  who  fucked  in  thefe 
fentiments  with  his  milk,  he  who  is  in- 
debted to  the  grace  of  God  that  a  Chriftian 
and  liberal  education  has  more  and  more 
deeply  rooted  them  in  his  heart,  he  who 
has  fince  confirmed  himfelf  in  them  by 
reading  and  frudy,  (fach  as  it  has  been) 
and  by  a  more  than  ordinary  experience  of 
the  world-— do  you  think,  I  fay  again,  that 
a  man  of  this  character  could  entertain  the 
idea  of  faying  the   minutefl   fyllable   that 

might 
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might  come  within  a  thoufand  leagues  of 
blemifhing  the  mod  facred  religious  orders  ? 
It  is  not  likely. 

Come,  let  us  go  on  calmly.  In  truth 
this  very  ridiculoufnefs  of  the  name,  and 
its  improbability,  rather  confult  the  refpedt 
due  to  the  order  than  tend  to  offend  it ; 
they  ftrongly  imply  that  there  never  was, 
and  probably  never  can  be,  fuch  a  man  of 
fuch  an  order,  and  not  only  take  off  the 
imagined  offence  to  the  profeffion,  but 
likewife  to  the  perfons  who  compofe  it.  By 
feigning  one  who  never  has,  nor  ever  can 
exiir,  the  general  defects  alone  are  lamed 
without  a  fingle  ftroke  at  the  individuals. 
If  any  one  of  them  mould  find  himfelf 
comprehended  amongft  thofe  who  are 
mauled,  let  me  whifper  him  in  his  ear  to 
hold  his  tongue  and  his  patience  too,  for  fo 
mud  all  we  poor  tinners  do  when  they  give 
us  our  trimmings  from  the  pulpit. 

Well,  now  your  features  have  taken  a 
more  pleafing  form,  let  us  fpeak  with  a 
fomewhat  more  friendly  freedom.  Is  there 
then  in  the  world/  or  even  in  the  church 
of,  God,  any  order  of  men  fo  ferious,  fo 
elevated,  or  fo  holy,  that  there  are  not  to 
be  found  in  it  many  mod  ridiculous,  ab- 
furd,  and  extravagant  individuals  ?  But  are 

ira  C  4  the 
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the  extravagancies  and  abfurdities  of  the 
individuals  thofe  of  the  order  ?  Certainly 
not.  And  if  any  fatirift  or  comic  poet  en- 
deavours to  correct  them,  by  perionif)ing 
what  is  ridiculous  in  order  to  render  it 
more  finking,  does  he  not  always  avail 
himfelf  of  a  feigned  name,  and  for  the 
moil;  part  a  whimiical  or  flovenly  one,  that 
the  reproof  may  not  even  by  accident  fall 
upon  any  determinate  object  ?  You  have 
but  to  ask  Horace,  Juvenal,  Boileau,  Te- 
rence, Moliere,  and  many  of  our  own 
poets. 

Horace  in  the  name  of  'Tigcllius,  a  man 
who  never  exiiled  in  rerum  natura,  cen- 
fures  a  thoufand  defects  very  frequent  in 
men  of  all  conditions.  Juvenal  dreffes  up 
a  certain  Ponticus  to  fall  luftily  through  him 
on  the  nobles  who  were  proud  of  their  ge- 
nealogies, but  not  of  imitating  the  virtues 
of  their  illuftrious  progenitors.  Boileau, 
in  the  fuppofed  perfen  of  the  poet  Damon, 
laughs  with  much  grace  at  the  affectation 
of  the  court,  the  phenomena  which  are 
beheld,  and  the  artifices  which  are  prac- 
tifed  in  it.  But  neverthelefs,  if  you  are 
determined  to  reply  that  thefe  were  real 
men,  who  eat  and  drank  juft  as  weChrifti- 
ans  eat  and  drink,    we  won't  quarrel  for 

this 
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this  neither;  for  your  humble  fervant,  in 
Certain  pointsof  learning  and  criticifm  which 
fignify  not  a  flraw,  is  the  mod  pacific 
creature  alive. 

But  tell  me ;  was  there  ever  in  the  world  a 
jifrfacriledTarhtffie?  And  yet  that  rogue  of  a 
Moliere,  in  one  of  his  mod:  famous,  and  for 
ought  I  know,  moil:  ufeful  comedies,  un- 
der this  name,  lays  about  him  fo  unmer- 
cifully on  hypocrites  of  all  profellions,  as 
makes  them  (brink  again.  And  to  be  fure 
this  muft  be  mighty  matter  of  concern  to 
St.  Francifco  Sales,  or  to  any  of  thole  who 
are  truly  virtuous.  Did  you  ever  know  the 
name  of  Trifoiin  given  at  the  baptifmal 
font  ?  Yet  under  the  cover  of  it  has  the  a- 
bovementioned  author,  in  his  fine  comedy 
of  the  Fcmmes  Savant es,  foundly  th rallied 
the  dolts  who  pretend  to  genius  upon  the 
flrength  of  three  or  four  common-place 
puns  and  half  a  dozen  meagre  witticifms, 
which  they  watch  for  the  moil:  remote  and 
often  the  moft  impertinent  occalions  of 
lugging  in.  And  what  trouble  will  this 
Triibtin  caufe  to  Don  Francifco  de  Que- 
vedo,  or  other  real  geniufes.  Do  you  think 
that  any  Marquis  of  M^jcai^illa^  or  Vifcount 
Jodekt,  ever  rolled  over  the  ftones  of  Pa- 
ris ?  Yet  Moliere  took  the  freak  of  giving 

thefe 
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thefe  titles,  free  of  all  fees,  to  a  couple  of 
rafcally  laquies  in  order  to  make  a  moft  fevere 
but  well-deferved  mockery  of  the  Preci- 
eufes  Ridicules.  And  I  allure  you  that  I 
never  heard  the  Marquifs  of  Aftorga  or  the 
Vifcount  de  Zolina  ever  loft  their  reft 
upon  that  account.  Laftly,  won't  you  tell 
me  in  what  font  of  Segovia  the  great 
cTaca7io  was  baptifed  ?  Yet  we  do  not  find 
any  of  the  originals  who  are  reprefented 
by  that  copy,  complain  of  its  being  dero- 
gatory to  their  employment  and  profeffion. 
Come  then,  let  us  agree  that  in  Friar 
Gerund  no  order  can  be  offended,  and  that 
if  it  mould  be  prejudicial  to  any  member, 
it  will  mod  certainly  not  be  on  account  of 
the  life  which  he  profeffes,  but  the  abfur- 
dities  which  he  fays.  Do  but  correct  Them, 
and  we  mall  be  the  bed  friends  in  the 
world. 

Shall  I  put  the  finifhing  ftroke  to  the 
perfuading  you  of  this  truth,  and  bring 
you  to  confefs,  even  in  fpite  of  your  teeth, 
that  greater  circumfpeclion  could  not  have 
been  ufed  than  is  ufed  in  this  work  to  pre- 
ferve  the  decorum  and  refpect  upon  all  ac- 
counts due  to  the  facred  families  ?  Make 
then  the  following  reflexions.  I.  The 
mod  generic  and  univerfal  epithet  amongft 

them 
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them  was  ftudioufly  chofen,  that  the  ima- 
ginary individual  of  our  hiftory  might  not 
be  determinately  applied.  2.  The  fame 
attention  was  had  cautioufly  to  avoid  as 
many  particular  marks  as  might  agree  to 
fome  more  than  others  amongft  thofe  who 
are  honourably  diftinguiflied  by  this  epi- 
thet :  and  though  it  is  true  that  in  this  or 
that  defcription  there  may  be  here  and 
there  a  ftroke  which  may  not  be  applicable 
to  fome  of  thefe  facred  families,  yet  they 
are  but  very  few  in  regard  to  the  many  to 
whom  the  likenefs  may  be  indifferently 
adapted.  Laftly  and  principally,  obferve 
well,  that  almoft  whenever  Friar  Gerund, 
or  any  of  the  fame  feather,  are  very  excen- 
tric  in  a  fermon,  difcourfe,  fentiment,  Sec. 
there  is  always  placed  immediately  by  his 
fide  fome  judicious  perfon  of  the  profeffion 
for  reprehenfion  and  instruction.  You  will 
fee  it  in  Friar  Bias  with  the  ex-provincial 
Father,  and  in  Friar  Gerund  with  Father 
Prudencio,  to  fay  nothing  at  prefent  of  the 
Provincial,  who  with  fo  much  folidity  ex- 
pofed  the  abfurdities  of  the  lay-brother 
who  had  talked  with  fo  little  reflexion  to 
the  boy  Gerund  concerning  a  religious  life. 
Hence  it  is  to  be  inferred,  that  if  in  a  reli- 
gious order  we  meet  with  fome  block- 
heads 
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heads — a  thing  by  no  means  impoflible — 
yet  that  there  will  not  he  found,  I  need  not 
fay  a  profefTion,  but  even  a  houfe,  or  ever 
(o  imall  a  community,  in  which  there  are 
not  other  men,  truly  wife,  learned,  exem- 
plary, and  prudent,  who  bewail,  and  would 
reform  their  follies.  And  what  is  this, 
but  to  venerate  the  facred  families  and  to 
endeavour  to  maintain  their  honour  ! 

Refpect  has  likewife  been  preferved  to 
the  authors  whole  works  are  difapproved. 
Indeed  wherr  they  give  their  productions  to 
the  light  they  make  the.m  juris  publicr,  they 
fubject  them  to  the  examination  and  cen- 
fure  of  all,  and  every  mortal  may  freely 
fpeak  his  fentiments,  within  the  bounds  of 
decency,  civility,  and  religion.  As  long 
as  the  perfon  of  the  author,  \or  the  hem 
of  his  garment,  is  not  touched — which  is 
not  allowable,  unlefs  in  cafes  of  religion 
from  the  affinity  it  has  with  the  manners 
— as  to  what  relates  to  the  work,  every 
one  may  have  a  pluck  at  it,  if  there  be  a 
motive  for  it,  mark  its  fpots,  moles,  and 
wrinkles,  and  call  the  father  who  begot  it 
into  judgment  by  his  Chriftian  and  fur- 
name,  with  all  his  titles,  tags,  rattles, 
bells,  furbelows,  and  fringes.  Notwith- 
standing this  liberty,  which  all  pofTefs,  by 

the 
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the  tacit  conceffion  of -authors,  yet  in  this 
hiftory  of  ours,  the  greateft  circumfpec*tion 
is  ohferved,  that  no  one  may  have  juft  caufe 
to  think  himfelf  offended.  Cenfure  is 
paffed  upon  many  fermons,  and  non-fer- 
mons,  of  regulars  and  irregulars,  as  occa- 
fion  prefents,  but  no  author  is  named.  The 
title  is  given  of  the  fermon,  of  the  work, 
or  whatever  it  be,  and  the  generic  pro- 
fefTion  of  the  author  may  at  mofc  be  hinted 
at  j  but  as  to  coming  to  the  particular  in- 
ftitution  he  profeffes,  and  efpecially  to  his 
name— -{llence  !  not  a  word  !  fo  that  they 
only  who  (hall  have  read  the  work  and 
know  the  author,  will  be  able  to  enjoy  the 
critical  repaft  ;  the  reft  muft  fad,  and  be 
content  with  knowing  in  general  that  fuch 
2n  one  wrote  or  preached  fuch  a  thing  not 
fit  to  be  preached  or  written.  Can  there 
be  greater  precaution  ? 

In  one  inftance  only  is  there  an  excep- 
tion to  this  general  rule  j  and  that  is  in  the 
cafe  of  the  Barbadino  *,  who  is  ftripped 
of  the  holy  outfide  he  had  unworthily  af- 
furned,  his  afcititious  beard  torn  off,  and 
brought  into  public  view  with  his  natural 

*  The  arch -deacon  of  Evora  in  Portugal,  author  of 
a  book  called  '<  The  true  Method  of  Study/'  under  the 
feigned  name^  of  Barbadino,  a  capuchin, 
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naked  face,  or  at  leaft  clofe  fcraped  ;  with 
his  little,  white,  round,  or  rather  oval 
bob;  with  his  ftarched  band  and  collar, 
blued  after  the  Italian  fafhion ;  with  his 
fur  mantle  airily  thrown  in  folds  upon  the 
left  moulder  like  a  moil:  gallant  arch-dea- 
con ;  with  his  rochet,  or  iliort  fupplice 
worn  under  the  faid  mantle,  fo  nicely 
ftitched  and  plaited  that  it  feems  lit  for  an 
holy  father  of  Rome ;  with  his  badge  of 
knighthood,  the  curioufly  and  boldly  em- 
broidered crofs  upon  his  veft  ;  with  his 
fmall,  fquare,  fmooth  cap,  leaning  ag^inft 
his  bread  and  fupported  delicately  by  the 
thumb  and  finger  of  his  right  hand,  fo  that 
the  man  appears  to  take  cap  as  others  take 
fnuff;  with  his  enormous  book,  (which 
would  make  a  gcod  figure  upon  the  fland 
in  the  middle  of  a  cathedral  choir)  raifed 
and  open  before  him  on  the  table,  his  left 
hand  laid  upon  the  upper  part  of  it;  and 
laftly,  with  his  vaft  ink-difh  fhaped  like 
the  mouth  of  a  well,  and  a  pen  in  it  with 
a  twitted  feather  ending  in  a  fox-tail  on  the 
left  fide  of  its  rib.  This  is  the  picture  of 
the  Signior  Pfeudo-Capuchin  which  I  keep 
in  my  ftudy  to  divert  tnyfelf  with  when  the 
humour  prompts. 

This 
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This  Signor  Abate,  this  Italianized  Portu- 
gueze  only  have  I  pointed  out  with  my  fin- 
ger, and  held  up  to  the  light  with  all  his  ti- 
tles; yet  his  name  notwithstanding  has  been 
fpared,  though  it  is  well  known,  and  the 
font  too  in  which  he  was  baptifed.  For 
this  exception  to  our  general  rule,  I  trufr, 
there  are  good  and  lawful  reafons.  For 
why  is  that  man  to  be  pardoned  who  par- 
dons no  man  ?  Why  is  a  refpecl:  to  be  pre- 
ferved  for  him  who  preferves  none  even  for 
the  holy  fathers,  doctors,  and  lights  of  the 
church  ?  Why  is  he  to  be  gently  flroaked 
with  a  foothing  hand  who  lays  fo  heavy 
and  rude  an  one  upon  the  matters  and 
princes  of  almoft  every  faculty  ?  Who  is 
to  have  patience  to  coax,  and  wheedle,  and 
bow  mod  courteoufly  to  him  who  will  in- 
cline his  head  only  to  the  Enjifkmildes,  the 
Scheucheros,  the  Baudandos,  the  Strauchios, 
the  Beveregios,  the  Krancios  and  other  au- 
thors ejufdem  farince,  and  ftalks  with  his 
hat  on  before  the  face  of  men  of  the 
greateft  veneration  whom  we  all  refpecl:  ? 
He  treats  the  very  learned,  wife,  difcreet, 
and  reverend  Signior  Feyjoo  as  he  would 
a  little  dirty  altar- boy  :  and  what  is  ex- 
cellent, is,  that  in  the  points  in  which  they 
both  agree,  this  Barbadino  avails   himfelf 

of 
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of  no  other  arguments  than  thofc  ufed  by 
Signior  Feyjoo,  with  this  difference  only, 
that  the  one  urges  them  with  beauty,  mo- 
defty,  ftrengtb,  and  efficacy,  and  in  the 
hands  of  the  other,  obtruded  by  an  empty, 
prating,  contemptible  boailer,  they  lofe 
all  their  elegance  and  fpirit. 

Laftly,  it  would  be  fine  indeed  that  I 
fhould  go  about  ftarrdrng  upon  ceremony 
with  a  man  who  treats  all  us  Spaniards 
as  ignorant  barbarians;  fince,  till  he  came 
into  the  world,  we  knew  neither  grammar, 
nor  logic,  nor  phyfics,  nor  theology,  nor 
Jaw,  nor  medicine  ;  and  what  is  more,  we 
did  not  know  how  to  read  or  write,  nor 
our  very  women  to  fpin,  till,  in  his  great 
charity,  the  charge  of  inftrucling  us  was 
undertaken  by  this  Encyclopedi/l  as  he  calls 
himielf,  or  as  I  call  him,  by  this  correcJor- 
general  of  the  human  race.  Pardon  me,  my 
good  reader,  for  I  cannot  oblige  you  in  this 
point.  He  came  to  my  pen  feaibnably,  or 
unfeafonably — we  won't  difpute  about  that 
now — my  imagination  was  'fired  for  the 
honour  of  the  Spaniih  nation  and  of  the 
Portugueze,  both  of  which  he  equally 
abufes,  debafes,  and  treads  under  foot  ;  I 
was  irritated  by  his  pride  and  vanity,  and 
the  contempt  with  which  he  treats  fo  ma- 
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iiy  honourable  men  ;  I  was  difgufted  by 
the  intolerable  felf-fufficiency  and  defpotikn 
tvith  which  he  cuts,  hacks,  chops,  tears, 
rends,  pronounces,  condemns,  defines,  and 
vomits  forth  oracles  ex  tripode-,  and  in  mort 
not  being  able  to  contain  myfelf,  I  bran- 
difhed  my  weapon  and  thwacked  him  with 
it  over  the  moulders  as  you  will  find,  lull 
referving  the  right  of  plunging  my  grey- 
goofe  dagger  up  to  the  hilts  in  his  heart,  if 
I  mould  hereafter  take  him  in  hand  pro- 
ferTedly  j  for,  believe  me,  the  man  wants 
a  radical  cure. 

Perhaps  you  will  fay  that  this  is  not  ab- 
folutely  difpleafing  to  you,  but  that  you 
mould  have  been  glad  he  had  come  more 
opportunely  to  my  hand  ;  for  that  it  ap- 
pears going  much  out  of  my  way  to  fetch 
him  from  fome  garden  at  Rome,  where  the 
poor  fellow  might  be  diverting  himfelf 
with  hearing  a  fine  ferenata,  only  to  fing 
him  another  tune  which  he  would  not  like 
half  fo  well ;  that  if  he  had  come  before 
me  of  his  own  accord  it  would  have  been 
another  thing,  but  to  drag  him  in,  as  I  do, 
by  the  head  and  moulders,  befides  being 
very  violent,  feems  to  be  ill  breeding. 
Moreover  that  it  is  not  very  probable  that 
a  work  fo  polifhed,    {o   exquiiite,  and   fo 
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rare  (Indeed  it  is  not  very  eafy  to  be  found) 
as  "  The  true  method  of  Barbadino," 
Should  be  met  with  in  the  cell  of  fo  flo- 
venly  a  fimpleton,  and  of  fo  bad  a  tafte, 
as  Friar  Gerund  is  reprefented.  And  here 
you  raife  yourfelf  in  your  critical  itirrups, 
telling  me,  that  every  improbability  in  a 
work  of  this  kind  is  a  crime  of  the  firft 
magnitude,  and  not  to  be  forgiven  in  this 
world  or  the  next. 

O  commend  me  to  fuch  nicenefs,  my 
mod  delicate  Sir  !  Look  ye,  I  am  a  fincere 
man,  and  though  it  mould  make  againft 
me,  will  tell  you  the  truth.  It  is  certain 
that  from  the  moment  1  read  this  fame  cu- 
rious "  Method"  (which  by  the  by  is  as 
much  of  a  method  as  the  method  to  cure 
chilblains  com  poled  by  that  barber,  or  La- 
tin furgeon,  of  which  mention  is  made  in 
this  work  ;  the  parenthefis  grows  rather 
large  ;  let  us  clofc  it)  It  is  certain  that 
from  the  moment  I  read  this  fame  curious 
Method,  I  was  feized  by  a  moll  methodical 
longing,  not  to  be  remedied,  to  give  him 
a  hearty  drubbing.  It  is  likewife  as  cer- 
tain, that  in  this  Hiftory  of  our  Friar  Ge- 
rund, I  might  have  fought  and  difpofed 
another,  better  method,  to  give  the  drub- 
bing :  but  pray  now,  am  I  obliged  always 
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to  follow  the  better  path  ?  Will  the  man 
who  is  lick  at  heart  and  ready  to  bunt  from 
want  of  vomiting,  have  the  patience,  think 
you,  to  (land  upon  a  choice  of  corners  and 
go  calmly  to  that  in  which  he  may  dif- 
charge  with  the  mod  cleanlinefs  and  lead 
incommodity?  'Twould  be  fine  indeed  that 
for  your  fqueamifhnefs,  I  mould  have  to  re- 
form ten  or  a  dozen  meets  of  this  my  mod 
elaborate  hiftory  only  to- drub  this  Signior 
Barbi-caflron,  this  falfe-bearded  wether- 
goat,  more  methodically,  more  tunefully  and 
fyftematically  ?  Go  to,  you  man  you  !  You 
don't  know  what  this  coils  a  poor  author, 
efpecially  if  he  is  fuch  a  lazy  fellow  as  I  am. 
But  if,  notwithstanding,  you  llill  paffio- 
nately  innit  that  it  is  given  out  of  its 
place,  I  beg  we  may  fettle  the  difference 
without  law  or  bloodihed,  both  which  I 
mortally  hate,  and  I  'immediately  appoint 
as  my  ^arbitrator  that  alcalde  to  whom  a 
woman  went  to  complain  that  her  hufoand 
had  (trapped  her  moft  unfeafonably,  M  Ide- 
'*  clare,"  faid  the  alcaide  with  great  pra- 
vity,  "  I  declare  this  (trapping  to  be  null 
*'  and  void,  and  for  the  future  let  the  huf- 
**  band  take  care  that  it  be  given  in  good 
**  time  and  feafon." 
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As  to  the  other  article  you  mentioned* 
that  it  is  not  probable  that  fuch  a  man  a$ 
Friar  Gerund  {hould  have  fuch  a  book  a$ 
"  The  true  Method"  in  his  power,  and  that 
improbability  is  a  crime  lafce  proprietatist 
deteftable,  unpardonable,  irrcmiflible  in  a 
work  of  this  kind,  I  confefs  vou  make  me 
fhrink  by  this  canonical  decifion  ;  for  in 
truth,  though  I  am  a  miferable  finner,  I 
am  timorous,  and  fomewhat  fcrupulous,  if 
I  had  not  the  teftimony  of  a  good  confci- 
ence.  In  the  firft  place  I  declare  to  you 
and  before  God  that  I  do  not  fee  what 
infurmountable  obftacle  there  mould  be 
why  my  poor  Friar  Gerund  might  not  have 
the  true  method  of  Barbadiiio  in  his  cell 
jufr.  as  well  as  the  Rhimes  of  Calainos,  the 
Song  of  the  fevcn  Children  of  Lara,  and  the 
Hiftory  of  the  Twelve  Peers.  If  becaufe  it 
is  a  contraband  book-— rather  upon  that 
very  account  might  it  be  found  there,  as  it 
is  known  that  contraband  goods  are  often 
hidden  in  places  we  little  fufpect.  If  be- 
caufe it  is  polifhed  and  exquite — certainly 
the  writings  of  this  methodift  are  not  ei- 
ther fo  polifhed  as  thofe  of  the  celebrated 
Monfieur  de  Pierefe,  or  fo  exquifite  as  thofe 
of  the  Cardinal  AntonioPerrenot,  otherwife 
Cardinal  Granvela,   or  fo  myfterious  and 
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fo  fought  for  as  thofe  of  Antonio  Pe- 
rez j  and  yet  notwithstanding  I  know 
that  many  copies  of  the  firft  found  their 
way  into  the  knapfacks,  and  afterwards 
into  the  piftols  of  a  company  of  ban- 
ditti, who,  thinking  them  fomething  elfe, 
had  itolen  them  from  a  gentleman  of 
Leyden  ;  that  a  great  quantity  of  the  fecond 
-was  redeemed  from  their  captivity  in 
chandlers'  and  cheefe-mongers'  mops ;  and 
that  a  volume  of  the  third  was  ranfomed 
from  a  little  dirty  wine-houfe  of  A'laraga- 
teria  *  Where  it  ferved  as  a  cover  to  a  tin 
pot.  If  you  don't  know  what  a  tin  pot  is  -f-, 
afk  any  Maragaterian  ;  for  I  do  not  chufe 
to  tell  you,  that  you  may  not  know  fo 
much  as  I.  So  that  it  is  not  only  true,  as 
our  old  proverb  fays,  that,  "  whence  we 
"lead  think  fprings  the  hare,"  but  alfo 
that  whence  we  leaft  think  fprings  the 
book. 

But  if,  by  way  of  favour,  we  mould 
grant  that  there  is  fome  little  improbability 
in  the  cafe,  how  can  you  poflibly  be  fo  in- 
exorable with  me,  and  fo  complaifantly  fi- 
lent  to  other  offenders  ?  Does  it  appear  to  you 

*  Part  of,  or  bordering  on,  Gallicia,  and  remarkable 
for  the  rufiicity  of  its  inhabitants. 

f  Which  might  eafily  happen,  as  mofr.  of  them  are 
fent  from  England,  anJ  they  are  not  known  in  fome 
f)arts  Gf  Spain. 
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more  probable  that  Sigifmund,  in  the  comer 
&y  of  the  '*  ALcvzar  del  fecreto"  of  the  great 
Don  Antonio  dc  Soiis,  ihould  throw  him- 
feli  liito  tue  fei  on  the  coail  of  Epirus  and 
arrive  at  that   of    Cyprus,    embarked   and 
fuitaincd  only  by  his  fhield — unlets  indeed 
the   ibicld  w«>  of  cork,  and  Sigifmund  of 
paper  r    Is   there  more  probability   in   the 
oracles,   which  at  every  turn  interrupt  our 
players,  divining  what   they  are   about   to 
fay  that  the  ^\c\\i  may  appear  myfterious  ? 
Is  there   more  probability  in  thofe  voices, 
which  rife  from  the  orcheflra  fo  opportunely 
ar»  to  exprefs  in  finging  the  fame  thing   the 
player  is  jutl  about  to  fpeak  ?  Is  there  more 
probability  in  thofe  verfes,  fentiments,  and 
conceits,  fpouted  from  two  players,  who,  en- 
entering  on  the  fiage  by  different  avenues, 
and  without  feeing   or  hearing  each  other, 
fay   each  of  them  exactly  the  fame  thing, 
without  any  other  difference  than  the  tone  of 
their  voices  ?  In  a  word,  if  you  would  have 
more  of  thefe  improbabilities,  you  have  but 
to  plunge  into  the  poetics  of  Don  Ignacio  de 
Luzan,  an:-,  you  may  drown  yourfelf  in  them. 
And  think  not  i'  God's  name,  that  our 
Spanifh  authors  alone  are  guilty  of  breaches 
of  probability  in  their  compofitions,  dra- 
matic  or  not  dramatic.     There,  amongft 
the  French,  you  have  a  Moliere,    a  Ra- 
cine 
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cine,  and — notwithstanding  he  wrote  as 
we  fay  with  a  runiurg  pen — a  Monfieur  de 
Boiify  with  his  famous  comedy  of  "  Les 
*c  Dehors  Trompeurs,  on  V Homme  du  'jour  ;" 
read  but  that  piece,  and  almoin  all  thofe  of 
the  other  two  authors,  and  you  will  find 
at  every  turn  fuch  itrauge  improbabilities  as 
will  make  you  crofs  yourfelf ;  for  you  will 
think,  and  with  reafon,  that  many  of  the 
events  could  be  effected  only  by  enchant- 
ment. And  that  you  may  not  tell  me  that 
the  firft-mentioned  of  thefe  authors  knew 
it  to  be  thus,  and  would  not  corredr.  it  de- 
signedly, laughing  with  much  pleafantry  at 
the  fcrupulous  rules  to  which  critics  would 
confine  comic  compoiitions,  and  laying  it 
down  as  an  univerfal  maxim  that  the  fu- 
preme  and  only  rule  was  the  art  of  pleafing 
the  public,  I  will  prefent  you,  if  you  urge 
me  too  much,  with  the  very  Corneille  him  • 
felf,  the  fovereign  Corneille,  acknowledged 
by  all,  Frenchmen  and  others,  as  the  great 
reformer  of  the  theatre,  and  as  the  mod 
exalted  genius  of  his  own  age  and  many- 
others,  to  polifli  a  dramatic  piece  to  the  laft 
perfection.  Neverthelefs  you  know-^-or  if 
you  do  not,  know  it  now- — that  upon  this 
choripheus  of  tragedy  were  poured  fuch  a 
{heal  of  cenfures  by  his  own  countrymen,, 
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whether  from  envy  or  whatever  motive,  as 
would  have  fuffocated  him,  if  merit,  like 
oil,  did  not  in  the  end  ever  rife  over  all  tri- 
umphant. And  though  he  cleared  himfelf 
fairly  of  the  other  fmall  defects,  created  or 
exaggerated  by  his  competitors  and  accufers, 
yet  in  the  chapter  of  improbability  he  feem- 
ed  to  duck  his  head  a  little  as  it  were,  and 
fled  for  defence  to  the  examples  of  Seneca, 
Terence,  Plautus,  and  other  fathers  and 
maftcrs  of  the  ancient  theatre,  who  were 
fometimes  rather  inattentive  to  this  article, 
and  with  four  drops  of  luftral  water,  ex- 
orcifed  according  to  poetical  riles  by  lome 
prieft  of  Apollo,  thought  themfelves  duly 
purified  from  the  venial  crime.  Therefore, 
my  good  reader — pray  obferve  the  courtefy 
and  endearment  with  which  I  treat  you — I 
befeech  you,  with  my  hat  in  my  hand,  that 
you  would  not  mew  yourfelf  fo  fevere  with 
me  upon  thefe  minuteneffes,  nicenefTes,  and 
delicacies. 

It  will  be  a  different  affair  indeed  if  with 
a  contracted  brow  and  angry  tone  you  mould 
take  me  in  hand  upon  the  general  fubject 
and  main  fcope  of  this  work  :  I  confefs  I 
almoft  tremble  with  even  figuring  you  to 
myfelf  in  the  rnape  of  a  Minos  or  Rhada- 
manthusj  for  though  I  maybe  tolerably 

free 
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*ree  of  my  fpeech  I  may  ftill  be  a  pusillani- 
mous and  fearful  creature.  For  ought  I  know 
you  may  difpofe  yourfelf,  with  fierce  and 
truculent  mein,fwearing  by  the  Stygian  lake, 
to  rebuke,  chaftife,  deteft,  and  anathematize 
my  boldnefs,  addreffing  me  in  this  weighty 
and  loud-founding  fubftance — - 

"  Well  haft  thou  deferved  indeed,  thou 
evil  prieft,  infenfate,  ra(h,  and  inconfide- 
rate  as  thou  art  !  Suppoling  that  the  pulpit 
of  Spain,  and  likewife  of  other  parts,  be 
as  much  corrupted  and  depraved  as  this 
pernicious,  deteftable,  abominable,  curfed 
work  fuggefts — ^-fuppofing  that  in  our  own 
end  other  countries  there  be  preaching 
Gerunds,  unworthy  to  exercife  a  miniftry 
fo  facred — fuppoiing  that  this  corruption, 
this  depravity,  this  plague  (call  it  fo  if  you 
pleafe)  require  the  mod  prompt  and  effica- 
cious remedy-^-rtell  me,  wretch,  could  a 
more  grave  and  ferious  fubject  offer,  to  be 
treated  by  a  learned,  energetic,  vehement, 
and  majeftic  pen  !  Is  there  a  matter  more 
worthy  to  be  handled  with  the  greater!  dig- 
nity and  nervoufnefs,  with  a  rufhing  tor- 
rent of  arguments  and  authorities,  and  an- 
other torrent,  as  copious  and  rapid,  of  the 
tears  of  the  zealous  writer  !  And  was  fuch 
2  fubjedt  to  be  treated  as  thou  haft  treated 
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it,  unworthy  clergyman  !  Was  there  evef 
in  the  world  an  authority  for  joining  the 
moft  ferious  things  with  the  moft  bur- 
lefque,  the  moft  fublime  with  the  moft  ri- 
diculous, the  moft  important  with  the  moft 
trifling  !  There  never  was,  there  never  was, 
a  judicious  pagan  loudly  informs  thee,  to 
fill  thee  with  (Lame  and  confufion  if  thou 
wert  capable  to  feel  it.  Tis  a  ridiculous 
thjng,  a  lenfeleis  thing,  and,  upon  the  point 
before  me,  I  muft  add;  'tis  an  execrable 
thing,  and  verging  clofe  upon  Sacrilegious, 
to  join  light  jefting  with  atrocious  evils, 
ferpents  with  doves,  and  lambs  with  ty- 
gers.  The  text  is  common,  .but  not  for 
that  the  lefs  true. 

Sed  non  ut  placidis  coeant  Immhia^  non  ttt 
Serpentes  avibus  geminen'tur,  t'tgribus  ognl. 

"  Rome  burning  and  Nero  fiddling  !  The 
favagenefs  of  that  monfter,  that  abortion 
of  human  nature,  could  no  farther  go.  Thou 
refembleft  him  in  thy  conduct  whiift  thy 
Troy  is  burning,  and  thcu  fuppofeft  thy 
nation  on  the  point  of  ruin.  A  choice 
method  truly  of  extinguishing  the  flames — 
to  fnatch  thy  flute  or  Gallician  bagpipe  and 
vvhiftle  an  idle  tune  ! 

"  Ever 
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*f  Ever  fince  the  Gofpel  has  been  preach- 
in  the  world,  there  have  been  preachers 
who  abufed  the  office;  ever  fince  there 
have  been  bad  preachers  there  have  been 
learned  and  zealous  men  who  inveighed 
againu  them.  But  with  what  fenoufnefs  ! 
What  weight !  What  vehemence  !  This 
was  a  topic  on  which  to  have  gone  on  dif- 
courfing,  from  age  to  age,  down  to  our 
own  times,  of  all  the  fathers,  doctors,  and 
authors  of  the  holy  church,  who  railed  their 
voices  and  employed  their  pens  againfl  thofe 
who  in  their  times  profaned  the  Gofp-.i  and 
corrupted  the  word  of  God — this  having 
been  undoubtedly  the  true  origin  of  all  the 
errors,  herefies  and  fchifms  which  have  in 
all  ages  afFiicted  our  mod  holy  mother, 
fullying,  ftaining,  tearing  her  fair  and  leam- 
lefs  garment,  as  is  exprefsly  faid  and  be- 
wailed by  St.  AugufHn  in  the  fecond  book 
of  his  f  Christian  Doclrine,"  "  Corruptio 
"  veffri  Dei  vijcera  ccclejicc  difrumpit  &  tu- 
"  nicam  dilacerat" — to  have  confidered  how 
the  fathers,  doctors,  and  councils  have  de- 
claimed againfl  thefe  corrupters  of  the  fa- 
cred  icripture  in  the  very  chair  of  truth, 
the  efpecial  throne  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which 
alone  mould  prefide,  infpire,  excite,  move, 
Srid  dictate  what  is  faid,  in  it.     It  would 

be 
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be  eafy  for  me  to  fet  before  thee  a  long  ca- 
talogue of  the  vehement  invectives  which 
have  been  made  againft  this  (hocking  pro- 
fanation in  all  ages  of  the  church,  begin- 
with  the  apoftle  St.  Paul,  and  ending  with 
the  mod  famous  authors  of  the  pall  and 
prefent  age, — But  to  what  is  this  Preface 
of  thine  to  fwell  ?  When  wilt  thou  have 
done  with  this  converfation  ?  Neither  thou 
with  thy  pen,  nor  thy  readers  with  their 
foolim  curiofity,  will  arrive  in  a  twelve- 
month at  thy  pernicious  hiftory. 

"  I  mall  content  myfelf  therefore  with 
drawing  to  a  point  what  I  have  to  fay  by 
afking  thee,  if  thou  ever  knew  that  any  of 
the  holy  fathers,  doctors,  and  facred  wri- 
ters followed  the  diabolical  rhumb  which 
thou  followed  to  correct  bad  preachers  ? 
If  thou  ever  met  with  any  who  put  on 
the  cap  and  bells,  and  the  fool's  coat,  and 
took  in  his  hand  the  (tick  with  bladders 
to  drive  this  infection  out  of  the  world  ? 
Arguments,  texts,  decitions,  canons,  coun- 
cils, conftitutions,  edicts,  cenfures,  fulmina- 
tions,  fighs,  tears,  grief,  befeechings,  ex- 
clamations, threats,  promifes,  thefe  indeed 
would  do  fomething:  of  thefe  thou  wouldft 
find  a  great,  an  infinite,  quantity,  and  all 
of  the  choicefh  fort,  in  innumerable  wri- 
ters, 
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ters,  who  directly  or  indirectly  have 
treated  on  this  moll  weighty  point.  But 
idle  jefts  !  buffoonery!  ridicule!  where, 
where  haft  thou  iccn  them  employed  upon 
fuch  a  fubject,  temerarious  and  ill-ad  vifed 
clerk  ?  I  will  drag  thee,  I  declare  I  will 
drag  thee  before  all  the  tribunals  of  the 
earth,  that  they  may  cenfure,  that  they  may 
puniili,  that  they  may  confound  thee,  and 
make  of  thee  an  example  by  which  all  fu- 
ture ages  {hall  terribly  be  warned." 

Manfuefcat  te  Deus  Pater,  manfuefcat  te 
Deus  Films,  manfuefcat  te  Spirit  us  Sanffus  ! 
In  a  moft  untoward  humour  didft  thou  rife 
this  morning,  my  dear  angry  reader ;  but 
it  is  no  fault  of  mine  that  you  paifed  a  bad 
night  from  the  indigeftion  and  crudities  of 
your  fupper.  I  made  a  light  repaft,  di- 
gefted  it  quickly,  ilept  well,  and  am  as  cool 
and  as  mild  at' a  lettuce.  Therefore  hear 
me  with  ferenity,  if  you  think  fit,  if  not, 
mm  your  eyes*  which  are  the  ears  that  au- 
thors talk  to. 

'Tis  as  you  fay,  and  you  would  have 
loft  nothing  by  having  faid  it  with  more 
temper  and  a  little  more  civility,  if  for 
nothing  elfe  at  leaft  for  this  crown  *  upor, 
my  head,  which  my  barber  keeps  open  for 

*  Thecircle-of  hair  worn  by  pnefls,  Sec 

me 
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roe  from  time  to  time-— that  barber 
of  mine,  who  is  a  very  mould  to  caft 
Sancho  Panzas  in. — If  you  were  but  to  fee 
him! — Oh  if  you  were  but  to  fee  him! 
Suffice  it  to  fay  that  his  razors  do  not 
fo  much  execution  as  his  lingers,  cloathed  in 
feal-fkin  and  tipped  with  wild  thiftle,  tho* 
in  other  refpects  there  is  not  a  better  man 
in  all  Campos.  But  this  digreiiion  comes 
not  to  the  point;  and  if  it  lenes  rot  to 
moderate  your  ire,  as  to  any  thing  dfc 
it  is  quite  bcfidc  the  purpoie.  Let  us  re- 
turn then  to  our  fubject.  Why,  Sir,  I 
grant  that  you  have  great  reafon  in  what 
you  fay ;  all  thofe  who  have  treated  on  the 
fubject  on  which  I  treat,  have  treated  on  it 
with  the  greatest  gravity,  weight,  circum* 
fpection,  vehemence,  and  ferioufnefs.  Only 
one  Erafmus  of  Rotterdam,  whofe  name 
founds  better  to  thehumanifl  than  the  the- 
ologian, in  a  Latin  book,  called  The  Praiff 
of  Folly,  laid  an  hundred  pleafant  things 
againft  the  bad  preachers  of  his  time.  But 
as  his  principal  def  6n  upon  this  oreafion 
was  to  ridicule  the  religious  focieties  which 
then  flouriihed,  laughing  at  their  habits, 
their  ceremo'nies,  their  cufloms,  th.ir 
manners,  confounding  unjuftly  and  per- 
verfely  the  whole  with  a  part,  the  ufe  with 

the 
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the  abufe,  and  the  exemplary  life  of  thou- 
sands of  individuals  with  the  licentious  life 
of  a  handful  of  defective  members,  this  fame 
P.raife  of  Foily  was  in  general  but  coolly 
received,  and  is  not  at  this  day  any  more 
than  at  its  firft  appearance  thought  much 
of  but  by  fuch  only  as  may  deferve  to  be 
celebrated  in  it.  Except  this  Signior  De- 
fiderius  Erafmus,  this  altar-boy,  monk, 
ex-monk,  pried,  fecular,  rector,  counfelior, 
every  thing  and  nothing,  except  this  vaga- 
bond, and  another  very  recent,  venerable,  and 
circumftantial  author,  all  the  reft  treated  on 
this  point  with  all  that  gravity  which  is  of 
fo  much  weight  with  your  wormip,  though 
it  weighs  but  little  in  itfelf  I  aiTure  you, 
good  Mr.  Reader,  and  moft  circumfpect 
matter  of  mine. 

For,  pray  now,  what  effect  was  produ- 
ced by  thefe  mo  ft  grave  authors,  with  their 
thunder,  and  lightning,  and  flafhes,  and 
bolts  ?  Did  they  frighten  the  bad  preach- 
ers ?  Did  they  oblige  them  to  quit  the 
field,  or  to  fly  for  (helter  to  their  cells,  a- 
partments,  or  houfes,  even  while  the  ftorm 
was  pa(I:ng  ?  Were  the  infufFerable  disor- 
ders of  the  pulpit  corrected,,  in  Spain,  Por- 
tugal, France,  Italy,  Germany,  and  in  all 
the  world  ?  If  that  had  been  io,  writing 
7  would 
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would  not  have  been  fhowered  againft  this 
lamentable  corruption  in  the  two  lait  ages. 
Neither  Claudio  Aquaviva,  nor  Juan  Paulo 
Oliva,  both  generals  of  the  fociety  of  Je- 
fus,  would  have  drawn  fuch  deep-fetched 
iighs,  fighs  from  the  very  bottom  of  the 
heart,  in  forrow  for  it ;  the  one  in  a  moft 
grave  inftruction,  and  the  other  in  a  very 
fenfible  and  difcreet  letter.  Nor  would 
the  elegant  Nicolas  Caufino  have  expended 
fo  much  intellectual  heat,  oratory,  and 
criticifm  in  his  vail  work  of  "  Sacred  Elo- 
quence." Nor  would  Don  Chriftoval  So- 
reri,  abbot  of  Santa  Cruz  in  the  Venetian 
ftate  (if  I  am  not  mifinformed)  have  given 
to  the  light  that  little  golden  book,  *'  Ru- 
<c  dime?i  t  a  or  at  or  is  Chrijliani"  which  at 
his  inftance,  and  for  his  particular  inftruc- 
tion,  was  written  by  a  certain  grave,  learn- 
ed, and  religious  author.  Nor  would 
Antonio  Vieyra  in  his  famous  Sexagefima 
fermon  upon  the  Gofpel,  exiit  qui  feminat 
feminare  femen  fuu?nt  have  declaimed  with 
fomuch  ardour  againft  many  preachers  who 
in  his  days  infefted  the  ears  and  fouls  of 
men.  Nor  would  the  celebrated  archbifhop 
of  Cambray  have  given  himfelf  the  trouble 
to  compofe  his  admirable  M  Dialogues  upon 
"  Eloquence  in  general,  and  upon  the  Elo- 

"  quence 
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quence  of  the  Pulpit  in  particular  •"  in 
which  not  only  no  quarter  is  given  to  what 
would  appear  as  abfurd  and  extravagant  to 
men  of  ordinary  underftandings,  but  even 
fjme  fermons  which  at  fir  ft  f?ght  might 
feem  too  many  to  be  models  of  tafte,  wif- 
dom,  and  eloquence,  are  criticized  without 
mercy.  Nor  would  Father  Bias  Gilbert 
have  publifhed  his  excellent  book,  which 
is  fo  well  received  by  the  world,  on 
ie  Chriftian  eloquence  both  fpecularive  and 
and  practical,  and  in  which  mortal  blows 
are  difcharged  on  every  fpecies  of  bad 
preachers.  And  obferve,  for  your  com- 
fort and  for  ours,  that  all  the  authors 
whom  I  have  cited,  except  one,  are 
ftran?ers  :  and  that  all  of  them  declaim 
againft  the  corruption  of  the  Pulpit  in  their' 
own  and   not  in  foreign  countries.     From 

o 

whence  you  may  infer  that  this  pernicious 
evil  is  not  peculiar  to  the  Spaniards  and  the 
Portugueze   as    many  are    inclined,    igno-' 
rantly  or  envioufly,  to  believe. 

And  after  all,  with  all  thefe  weighty, 
ferious,  nervous,  majeftic,  and  convincing 
writings,  what  have  we  gained  ?  Nothing, 
or  next  to  nothing.  The  Pfeudo-preach- 
ers  vont  leur  train,  as  our  neighbours  fay, 
or,  go  on  in  their  old  track,  as  we  ought  to 

Vol.  I.  E  fay 
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fay  burfelves ;  the  evil  fprcads,  the  infec-» 
tion  dilates,  and  the  havock  continually  en^ 
creafes.     Then,    tell   me   now,    thou   be- 
vinegared   mortal  of  a  reader  !   (for  I   am 
weary  of  treating   thee  with    urbanity)  if 
the  experience  of  all  ages  demonftrates  that 
thefe   narcotic,  emolient,  and   dulcific  re- 
medies avail  not,  do  not  reafon  and  charity 
demand  that  we  try  how  the  (harp  and  the 
corrofive  will   fucceed  ?  Would  ft  thou    in- 
troduce into  the  art  of  intellectual  healing, 
to  cure  a  difeafe  of  the  mind  (and  fuch   a 
difeafe  as  we   have  upon  our  hands  !)  that 
barbarous  aphorifm  which  one  of  our  moft 
famous   modern   critics   has  junMy  treated 
as  "  The  Exterminating  Aphorifm ,"  "  Om- 
nia Jecundum  rationem  facienti,  Ji  non  fuc- 
cedat  fecundiun  rationem,  non  cjl  tranfeundum 
ad  aliud,  fuppetente    quod  ab   Initio  proba- 
vefis." — If    the    phylician    who    proceeds 
upon  the  principle  of  reafon  mould  not  find 
correfpondcnt  fuccefs,  ftill  he  mud:  proceed 
as  he  began  without  having  rccourfe  to  o- 
ther  remedies — and  if  the  patients  die,— 
they  mnft  be  buried;  and  Ficdium  ariimce 
per  ?niJericordiam  Dei  requiejcant  in  pace  ? 
Dees  it  appear  to  thee  juit  that  in  a  matter 
of  fuch  importance  I  accommodate  myielf 
to  fo  barbarous  a  dodrine  ?  Thou   may 'it 
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go  about  thy  bufinefs,  for  I  cannot  ferve 
thee 

I  will  rather  try  my  fortune,  and  fee  if 
I  (hall  have  thehappinefs  to  fucceed  in  this 
matter,  as  many  renowned  authors  have  in 
divers  others  ;  firmly  perfuaded  of  the 
truth  of  that  maxim  of  Horace, 

Ridiculum  acri 


Fortius  cf  melius  magna s  plcrumque  feczt  res* 

That  is,  that  Ridicule  hath  generally 
been  found  more  available  to  the  correc- 
tion of  vicious  manners  than  grave  argu- 
ment and  reproof.  By  this  mean,  fays  a 
fenfible  Academician  of  Paris,  Moliere  did 
more  in  France  with  his  Precievjes  Ridicu- 
les, his  Tartvffe,  his  Bourgeois  Genlilhorr.me, 
his  Ecole  des  Femmcs  &  des  Maris,  and  his 
Maladeitnaginaire,  than  all  the  books  which 
had  been  written,  and  the  declamations 
which  had  been  thundered  againft  the  mo- 
ral, civil,  and  intellectual  vices  fatirized 
in  thefe  witty  comedies.  All  the  troops  of 
the  greatest  and  beft  modern  philofophers 
united  againft  the  ingenious  and  fpecious 
dreams  of  Defcartes  did  not  make  him  lofe 
fo  much  ground,  as  the  moit  witty,  fenfi- 
ble, and  ingenious  "  Voyage  to  the  World 
of  Defcartes",   written    in  French  by  Fa- 

E  2  ther 
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ther  Gabriel  Daniel,  and  very  well  tranflated 
into  Spanifh.  But  what  need  of  more  than 
to  cbferve,  that,  till  Cervantes  came  forth 
with  his  admirable  Don  Quixote,  the  extra- 
vagant turn  for  romantic  hiftoryand  adven- 
ture flourished  in  our  own  country  in  all  its 
vigour,  detrimentally  cheating  innumerable 
readers  of  both  their  time  and  tafre  for 
other  books  which  might  have  infhucled 
them,  notwithftanding  fome  of  the  great- 
eft  authorities  had  declaimed  a^ainlt  this 
grofs  and  "fiily  inclination  till  they  were 
hoarfe  ?  Why  then  may  not  I  hope  that 
"  The  Hifttiry  of  Friar  Gerund  de  Cam- 
pazas"  may  be  as  fortunate  as  that  of 
Don  Quixote  de  la  Mancha,  efpecially  as 
the  matter  is  of  a  higher  kind,  and  the 
inconveniences  we  endeavour  to  remove* 
of  fo  much  greater  weight  and  confe- 
quence  ? 

You  fee  too,  my  good  reader  (now  I  be- 
gin to  fondle  you  again  and  flroke  your 
back)  that  this  manner  is  approved  by  the 
anonymous  author  or  a  very  recent  little 
performance,  printed  in  Utopia,  but  which 
freals  about  here  privately,  intitled,  "  Wif- 
dom  and  Folly  in  the  Pulpits  of  Nunne- 
ries." Towards  the  end  of  the  preface—— 
which  is  almoft  as   tirefome  as  this — the 

author 
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author    talks   of    having   heard    that   "  A 
French  bifljop,  feeing  the  little   utility   of  a 

Prohibition  that  had  been  laid  if  on  fifty  or 

fxty  preachers  wM  dijhonoured  the  word  of 
God  in  the  pulpit,   thought  it  expedient  to  try 
if  the  making  fuch  preachers  ridiculous  would 
not  be  more  fuccefsful  than  the  employing  ft~ 
vere  authority.     He  compofed  a  fcrmon  they 

fiiy,  filled  with  conceits,  of  which  our  firjl- 
rate  preachers  would  have  been  happy  to  be 
the  authors.  'The  text  be  took  was,  Sicut 
unguentum  quod  defcendit  a  capite  in  bar- 
bam,  barbam  Aaron — like  the  precious 
ointment  upon  the  head  which  ran  down 
unto  the  beard,  even  Aaron's  beard.  On 
the  very  day  after  this  fermon  appeared,  the 
bookjeller  had  not  a  copy  left,  and  above  forty 
re-impreffions  of  it  found  as  quick  dij patch. 
But  the  bejl  of  it  is,  that  it  has  banijhed 
conceits  from  the  pulpit,  and if  any  fiould  be 
inadvertently  admitted  by  an  orator,  it  isfuf- 

ficient  to  fay,  that  he  preached  in  the  tafie  of 
Sicut  Unguentum. — This  appears  to  me  the 
mofi  prompt  and  efficacious  remedy. " 

Your  Reverence  is  exceedingly  in  the 
right  of  it,  my  Reverend  Father  (I  am  now 
talking  to  the  author  of  this  pamphlet, 
whom  I  know  as  well  as  I  do  my  own  fin- 
gers, and  know  too  that  he  is  as  much  a 
E  3  Spaniard 
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Spaniard  as  I  am  a  Frenchman,  notwith- 
standing he  is  pleafed  to  honour  us  with 
making  himfelf  our  countryman,  an  ho- 
nour for  which  we  thank  him,  but  of 
which  we  are  not  over  and  above  greedy) 
I  fay,  your  Reverence  is  as  right  in  this,  as 
in  the  religious  zeal  with  which  you  match- 
ed  your  pen  to  correct  us,  as  well  in  the 
two  abfurd  fermons  by  Spanifh  authors, 
which  you  compare  with  two  others,  really 
good  and  folid,  by  a  celebrated  French  au- 
thor, as  in  the  rlrft  part  of  your  preface  ; 
for  however  it  may  be  made  up  of  common 
places  and  trivial  reflections,  yet  they  are 
very  true  and  lofe  nothing  by  having  been 
handled  before. 

Would  that  your  Reverence  had  been 
as  right  in  the  little  mercy  you  (hew  to  all 
Spaniards  in  general,  and  the  particular  fe- 
verity  with  which  you  treat  the  refpeclable 
body  of  the  king's  preachers,  fingularizing 
amongft  them  the  preachers  del  nwnero  *  / 
'Tis  charming  to  fee  how  your  Reverence 
begins  from  page  26  to  lay  about  you,  on 
all  our  preachers,  without  difference  or  dis- 
tinction, cut  and  thruft,  right  and  left,  up 

and  down,  fall  as  it  may.  'Tis  an  age,  fays 

% 
*  Thofe  who  are  appointed  before  the  number  is  filled 
up  are  del  nitmero,  the  tithers  extra-numerary. 

your 
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your  Reverence,  Jince  we  have  had  any 
preachers.  Injlead  of  Preachers  we  have 
Bawlers,  Ranters,  Mountebanks,  Parrots, 
and  Madmen.  This  indeed  is  fomething: 
like!  This  is  truly  to  be  a  valiant  man,  to 
attack  couragioufly  the  Whole,  and  not  go 
about  fkirmiming  with  parties  and  detach- 
ments !  Your  little  war  may  do  well  enough 
for  crafty,  defensive,  pufillanimous  gene- 
rals, but  your  Alexanders  of  the  quill  en- 
gage the  enemy  face  to  face,  and  leek  the 
thicken:  of  the  army.  So  then  we  find, 
to  come  to  the  point  at  once,  that  the 
Barcias,  the  Cajlejones,  the  Bermudezas,  the 
Gallos,  and  a  very  long  lift  of  others,  alive 
and  hearty,  which  I  could  add,  are  Baw~ 
lers,  and  Ranters,  and  Mountebanks,  and 
Parrots,  and  Madmen,  and  may  go  and 
learn  fome  other  trade,  for  in  ihort,  it  is 
an  age  Jince  we  have  had  any  preachers  ! 

We  are  not  to  be  fur  prized  therefore  (pro- 
ceeds your  reverence  in  the  27th  and  28th 
page  of  your  difcreet,  civil,  and  charitable 
preface)  that  amongft  us  there  are  no  preach- 
ers who  make  converfons,  for  there  are  none 
who  form  the  defgn  of  making  them  ;  and 
they  might  themfelves  well  wonder  if  they 
fioidd  fee  any  one  conv^ted,  as  they  never 
thought  of  attempting  it. "   We  might  finifli 
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with  this ;  and   long  live  your  Reverence 
for  opening  our  eyes,  which  we  have  hi- 
therto kept  moil  miferablc  fhut,  or  at  lead 
covered  with  cataracts  !   We  were  thinking 
that  in  this  age,  and  in  our  own  times,  the 
indefatigable  Garcefes,  the  moll  auflere  and 
zealous  Heniandeces  (Dominicans),  the  apof- 
tolic  Dutaris  and  Calatayudes  (Jefuits),  the 
moil  illuilrious   Goin's,    and    the    Signiors 
Aldaos,  Gonzakces,  and  Micbelettas  (of  the 
fecular  clergy)  had  made  and  were  making 
many  and  mofc  wonderful  converfions.  We 
imagined  that  this  was  the  fole  deftgn  they 
formed  in  the  continual  aporlclic  excurfions 
with    which    they    unweariedly    traverfe, 
fome  the  whole   kingdom   of  Spain  ;  and 
others,    determinate    kingdoms    and    pro^. 
vinces  of  the  monarchy.  We  thought  that 
in  this  they  were  imitated  by  other  miffio- 
naries  innumerable,  if  not  of  fo  great  name, 
yet  not  of  inferior  zeal  and  fpirit,  who  are 
almoil  perpetually  viiiting  and  fanctifying 
one   part  or   ether  of  our  peninfula.     At 
leaft  we  had  the  comfort  of  thinking  that 
the  vail   number  of  Evangelical  preachers 
who  in  time  of  Lent  declare  bloody  war 
againil  vice  and  ignorance,  feeking  to  at- 
tack them  in   their  very  trenches,  formed 
no  other  deflgn    than    the   converilon   of 
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fouls ;  and  that  fo  far  from  wondering 
themfelves  if  any  ihould  be  converted,  that 
they  would  have  much  more  caufe  to  won- 
der if  many  were  not  converted  ;  for  tho', 
to  our  misfortune,  there  may  be  fome,  or 
perhaps  many  amongft  thefe  latter,  who 
either  do  not  propofe  to  themfelves  this 
end,  or  are  unfkilful  in  the  means  to  effect 
it,  yet  it  cannot  be  denied  but  that  the  great- 
er part  can  neither  have  any  other  defign 
nor  avail  themfelves  of  fitter  means  to  ac- 
complish it,  considering  the  genius  of  the 
nation  and  the  circumilances  of  their  au- 
ditory. This  is  what  we  poor  creatures 
were  fancying  -,  but,  thanks  to  your  Reve- 
rence who  has  delivered  us  from  the  illu- 
fion.  Neither  the  firft,  nor  the  fecond, 
nor  the  third,  ever  formed  that  defign  or 
thought  of  attempting  it,  becaufe  amongft  us 
there  are  no  preachers  who  make  converjions, 
or  think  of  making  them  !  Tell  me  now  in- 
genuouily  what  medallion  of  the  Emperor 
Caracalla  had  your  Reverence  in  contem- 
plation when  you  ftamped  (o  fcandalous  and 
injurious  a  polition  on  our  whole  nation  ? 
But,  what  is  very  pleafant,  and  perhaps 
without  example,  is,  that  not  only  the 
thought,  but  the  phrafeology,  and  almoft 
die  whole  preface  is  pilfered  from  a  book 

written 
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written  in  the  native  lan^ua^e  of  the  au- 
thor,  entitled,  «4  The  true  Method  of 
Preaching  according  to  the  Spirit  of  the 
Goipeli"  and  to  make  this  gallant  exploit 
credible,  behold  a  fample  for  proof";  f?  It 
ought  not  to  caufe  furprize,  therefore, 
that  there  are  fo  few  preachers  who  make 
converfons,  there  being  fo  few  who  form 
to  themfelves  fuch  an  important  defign  ; 
there  are  rather  many  who  might  juilly 
wonder  if  they  faw  any  converted  by  their 
fermons,  fince  they  never  thought  of  any 
fuch  thing."  Literally  tranferibed  from 
the  translation  published  in  Madrid,  in 
1724.  But  the  mofl  curious  part  of  the 
knavery  is  to  come ;  for  though  there  are 
many  paffages  which  fpeak  clearly  of  the 
French  alone,  as,  from  its  author  being  a 
Frenchman,  the  above-quoted  fuitence  and 
the  whole  work  is  confefledly  addreilcd  to 
them,  yet  his  Reverence,  with  a  tru- 
ly edifying  candour,  inverts  it  into  an  in- 
vective againft  our  preachers,  and  an 
apology  for  his  own.  Can  there  be  more 
bravery — or  rather  a  bafer  and  more  im- 
pudent piece  of  plagiarifm  ! 

But  prefently  we  fee,  in  page  31,  your 
Reverence  foftens  your  tone,  when  you  ta- 
citly confefs  that  fome  of  our  miffionaries 
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preach  with  this  defign,  but  err  miferably 
in  the  means  they  employ,  and  ftill  more 
miferably  deceive  themfelves  in  the  iigns 
by  which  they  judge  of  the  effect  of  their 
millions.      'They  are  afterwards  much  fatif- 

fied  with  their fervour,  fays  your  Reverence, 
becaufe  the  people  groaned  and  bawled  with 
them,  and  like  them,  in  their  acls  of  contri- 
tion ;  becanfe  an  eld  woman  was  frightened, 
a  pregnant  one  mifcarried,  a  girl  fainted  away, 
and  two  or  three  thouf and  people  communicated. 
But  do  they  olferve  that  of  thefe  not  two  are 
c o?iver ted  to  newnefs  of  life  f  Why?  Becaufe 
the  heart,  rather  terrified  than  perfuaded  by 
their  noi/e,  jlies  to  the  tribunal  of  repentance 
without  any  fettled  pur pofe— and  hardening  it- 

f elf  ft  ill  more  and  more  and  more  in  fin,  for 
want  of fuch  pur  pofe,  they  depart ft  ill farther 
and  farther  from  true  converfion  ;  which  isjuft 
what  the  devil  wi/hes  ;  fince  from  thefe  mif- 

fions  he  draws  innumerable  facrileges,  and  re- 
news his  hold  upon  mifer  able  firmer  s,  who  go 

from  thefe  bowlings  without  any  inward  peni- 
tence of  foul. 

My  moil  reverend  Father,  I  do  not  know 
that  there  is  any  mifilonary  of  confidera- 
tion  in  Spain,  or  preacher  of  good  fenfe, 
who  is  not  perfuaded  that  neither  the 
groans  of  the  audience,  nor  the  fright  of 
2  the 
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old  woman,  nor  the  mi  (carriage  of  the 
pregnant  one  (fuch  examples  have  not  been 
wanting),  nor  the  fainting  of  the  girl,  nor 
the  communion  of  three  thoufand  people, 
nor  even  of  thirty  thoufand,  which  ha.s  been 
feen  more  than  once,  are  infallible  figns' of 
true  converfion.  They  are  well  aware  that 
they  are  equivocal  figns ;  yet,  after  all,  they 
are  figns,  if  not  of  converfion,  yet  that 
the  people  are  moved  by  what  they  hear. 
Motion  is  not  far  diflant  from  commotion, 
according  to  that  fentence  of  fcripturc, 
JJbifpiritus,  ibi  commotio.  And  indeed  St. 
John  Chryfoftom  was  well  pleafed  with 
tht:i'c  exterior  demonftrations  in  his  people 
of  Antioch,  when  they  wept  if  the  Saint 
wept,  groaned  if  the  Saint  groaned,  and 
melted  into  tendernefs  if  the  Saint  melted. 
Scarce  will  your  Reverence  read  any  ho- 
mily of  this  moll:  eloquent  father  in  which 
you  meet  not  with  expreliions  of  the  com- 
fort and  holy  complacency  which  this  gave 
him.  At  the  fermons  of  St.  Vicente  Ferrer, 
fays  th&  hiftorian  of  his  life,  the  audience 
tikis  nil  tears,  groans,  exclamations,  jaint- 
ings,  and  jl range  Jymptoms.  And  if  your 
Reverence  will  exclude  him  for  being  a 
Spaniard,  hear  what  the  father  Croifet, 
who  you  know  was  not  one,  fays,  in  his 

life 
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life  of  the  fame  faint,-  as  we  read  for  the 
5th  of  April  in  his   celebrated  t(  Chrijlian 
car. 

He  preached  with  fo  much  zeal  and  power 
that  he  filled  even  the  mofl  infenfible  hearts 
with  terror.  Preaching  at  1'holoufe  (your 
Reverence  will  obferve  that  this  was  not 
at  Labajos,  nor  any  other  town  of  Spain) 
upon  the  day  of  judgment,  all  the  audience  be- 
gan to  be  affe&ed  with  fucb  a  trembling,  as 
if  they  had  been  feized  by  a  violent  ague  fit. 
Frequently  was  he  interrupted  by  the  cries 
and  waitings  of  his  bearers,  with  whofe  tears 
the  Saint,  obliged  to  befilent  for  a  confidera- 
ble  fpace,  mixed  his  own..  On  many  occofions, 
preaching  in  the  public  fquares  or  in  the  open 
field,  various  perfons  were  feen  to  be  firuck 
fpeechlefs  and  immoveable,  as  they  had  been 
fiatues.  And  now  let  your  Reverence  tell 
me,  do  you  really  think  that  the  Saint  did 
not  efteem,  as  happy  iignr,  thefe  exterior 
demonfrrations  and  involuntary  irruptions 
from  the  interior  commotion  of  the  heart  ? 
O  Lord  !  That  in  the  miffions  innume- 
rable facr  He  ges  mould  be  committed  !  But 
let  this  innumerable  pafs,  though  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  fwallow.  Does  your  Reverence  think 
that  few  are  committed  at  the  time  of  .con- 
fefiion    and    pafqual    communion,    which 

every 
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every  Catholic  is  obliged  to  obferve  undef 
pain  of  excommunication,  and  fomething 
more  ?  Does  your  Reverence  believe  truly 
that  many  are  not  committed  at  the  time 
of  the  moil  celebrated  jubilees?  And  would 
it  be  well  that  thofe  zealous  paftors  mould 
upon  this  account  be  deprived  of  what  is 
their  true  joy,  who  rejoice  fo  much  in  the 
Lord  when  they  fee  ail  their  parishioners 
comply  with  the  rites  of  the  church  ?  Is  it 
well,  that  your  Reverence  mould  laugh  at 
that  fpiritual  comfort  which  every  man,  but 
of  ordinary  zeal  and  love  for  religion,  feels, 
when  he  fees  an  innumerable  multitude  of 
confeffions  and  communions' in  fulleft  ju- 
bilee ?  Is  it  well  that  your  Reverence  fhould 
affert  fo  roundly  that  this  is  jujl  ivbat  the 
devil  ivi/bes,  that  all  confefs  and  communi- 
cate as  well  in  obedience  to  the  Church  at 
Eafler  as  in  the  great  jubilees  ?  Good 
Father  What's-his-name,  another  time  let 
your  Reverence  proceed  with  a  little  more 
caution  in  proportions  fo  general  andfo  odi- 
ous, weighing  more  leifurely  the  arguments 
by  which  you  pretend  to  prove  them  ;  and 
believe  me,  that  because  I  am  in  hafte,  and 
out  of  pure  pity,  I  do  not  detain  myfelf  in 
examining  other  claufes  of  this  curious  pa- 
ragraph 
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ragraph  in  which  I  fpy  foul  groflheiTes  that 
would  never  pafs  the  iieve. 

But  your  Reverence  cannot  expect  that  I 
can  in  confcience  connive  at  the  heap  of 
moft  injurious  and  general  proportions 
which  follow.  Pa^e  28.  A  doating  old  wo- 
man likewife  can  talk,  a  madman  can  talk,  and 
a  parrot  can  talk.  But  are  thefe  preachers  f 
Test  fuch  Preachers  as  ours,  who  are 
only  idle  talkers  and  nothing  more.  Page  32. 
Then  I  fay  ■  that  our  panegyrical 
Preachers  ^75^  not  how  to,  nor  cannot f 
preachy  upon  St.  fofeph,  St.  BenediB,  St.  Ber- 
nard, &c.  without  jpeaking  her efy.  Page  34. 
Can  there  be  a  more  unallowable,  or  more  com- 
mon  libertv,  than  that  which  our  Preach- 
ers  take,  in  always  making  the  faints  whom 
they  celebrate  fuperior  to  all  thoje  of  both  the 
Old  and  New  Te/I  anient  F  Page  43.  Our 
Preachers  draw  together,  as  Paul  for-* 
merly  in  thefuares  of  Athens,  an  idle  audience, 
who  propofe  to  themfehes  no  other  end  than 
to  hear  ]Jbme  new  thing.  Page  53.  Among ft 
a  great  ■  ^ber  of  Spanifi  books  in  a  library 
in  t±.oli,  re  jonie  fle5l Jermons  of  our 

great,  chf.rs,  with  a  title  on  the  back 

of  each  volui^  which  faid  in  golden  letters, 
argument  a  i  "i.ve  eloquence  of  the 
Savages  of  Europe. 

Enough, 


64  PREFACE. 

Enough,  enough !  Will  patience  bear 
more,  than  that  our  Preachers  are  mad- 
men, parrots,  talkers,  and  nothing  elfe ! 
That  our  Preachers  cannot  celebrate 
the  faints  without  fpeaking  herefy  !  That 
our  Preachers  are  mountebanks,  who 
draw  together  an  idle  audience,  as  Paul 
formerly  in  the  fquares  of  Athens  !  Poor 
apoftle  !  What  honour  is  done  thee  !  That 
our  great  Preachers  are  the  favages 
of  Europe  !  And  that  we  may  buy  this 
curious  performance,  printed  notices  are 
difpatched  every  where  by  the  poft,  from 
the  place  where  it  was  privately  printed,  to 
let  us  know  where  we  may  be  treated  for 
our  money  with  this  delicate  fare.  And  are 
there  Spaniards  who  have  been  eager  to  buy 
this  charming  flattery  !  And  can  the  author 
of  it,  who  fo  honours  us,  be  now  eating 
the  bread  of  Spain. — As  the  great  Bru- 
cen  de  la  Martiniere,  who  in  his  Geogra- 
phical Dictionary  fpeaks  of  us  with  fo  much 
negligence,  ignorance,  and  diiefiecm,  that 
it  is  plain  he  was  paid  for  it  by  cur  ene- 
mies ! 

My  choler  was  rifing,  but  I  have  thrown 
a  cold  ftone  upon  it ;  for  thefe  affairs  are 
befl  managed  with  patience.  Well  then, 
my  Reverend  Father,  it  cannot  be  denied 

but 
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but  that  there  are  amongfl  our  preachers 
ibine,  that  there  are  many,  who  are  all  that 
your  Reverence  fays,  and  even  more,  if  it 
were  pofiible*  But  are  all  our  preachers 
fo  ?  For  this  is  implied  in  fo  general  a  pro- 
portion. And  do  our  preachers  alone 
rieierve  this  character  ?  For  this  your  Re- 
verence iuggefts  in  page  40,  when  you  pro- 
pofe  for  our  example,  our  neighbours  the 
French  preachers,  who  like  faithful  dogs  hark 
at  the  wclves,  and  keep  thentfrom  their flocks -t 
and  conjiantly  wage  lively  war  againfl  vice, 
&c.  and  afterwards  your  Reverence  begins 
to  relate  byway  of  opposition  what  happens 
here  hi  Spain — the  preachers,  filent  againfl 
vice,  fluff er  it  to  take  root,  to' flpread,  and 
multiply* 

God  defend  me  !  How  weak  your  Re- 
verence's memory  muft  be  !  Since  you  feem 
never  to  have  done  with  telling  that  little 
ftory  (and  with  enchanting  grace)  of  the 
French  b'ifhop  who  filenced  fifty  or  fixty 
preachers,  and  feeing  it  had  no  effecT:,  print- 
ed that  burlefque  fermon,  which  was  re- 
printed above  forty  times,  upon  the  text  of 
Sicat  Unguentwn,  which,  to  read  the  wit 
which  voyr  Reverence  relates  it,  makes  us 
be-flaver  our  own  beards,  pray,  were  thefe 
fifty  or  ilxty  preachers,  our  iieighbours,  (of 

Vol.  1.  F  one 
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one  diocefe,  as  mud  neceiTarily  be  fuppofrd? 
that  they  might  be  fubjecl  to  the  jurifdic- 
tion  of  this  Signior  billiop)  the  faithful 
dogs  who  barked  at  the  wolves  and  kept 
them  from  their  flocks  ?  And  are  not  thefe 
alfo  to  be  numbered  amongft  the  favages  of 
Europe?  Let  your  Reverence  calculate  then 
at  the  rate  of  no  more  then  fifty  or  fixty 
orer.chers  of  the  beard  of  Aaron  to  each  of 
the  1 06  bimopricks,  contained  in  the 
kingdom  of  Fiance,  and  allow  but  100/ 
more,  of  the  fame  frufF,  to  each  of  the' 
18  archbifhoprieks  in  tbofe  dominions,  and 
you  will  find  a  body  of  near  8000  favages 
6:ir  neighbours-^— -no  bad  fupply  for  rein- 
forcing the  army  of  The  Savages  of  Europe. 
But  what  do  I  talk  of  reinforcing  ?  It  will 
hz  well  if  the  auxiliaries  do  not  exceed  the' 
principals. 

Mv  reverend  Father,  do  not  let  us  mif- 
take.  Not  one  of  the  vices  which  your  Re- 
verence notes  in  our  preachers*  are  unnoted 
in  our  neighbours  by  the  archbifhopof  Cam- 
bray  and  the  Fathers  Caufino  and  Gilbert, 
in  the  works  which  they  wrote  to  correct 
the  abufes  of  the  pulpit,  in  their  own  coun- 
trymen alone,  for  they  did  not  interfere 
With  others,  particularly  the  firft  and  laft. 
If  it  were  worth  while  it  would  be  eafy  for 

me 
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me  to  demonflrate  it  ad  ocuium.  But  I  am 
tired  with  being  detained  tb  long  in  your 
Preface,  which  has  quite  fickehed  me.  And 
fhould  /  be  well  received  in  France,  if* 
feigning  myfelf  a  Frenchman,  and  availing 
tnyfelf  of  what  the  French  themfdves  de- 
claim againft.  their  bad  preachers,  I  mould 
fpread  abroad  a  pamphlet,  or  it  may  be 
called  a  libel,  which*  flriking  at  once  at 
the  root  of  all  decency  and  common  fenfe, 
fhould  proclaim  that,  Our  Preachers  are 
kcwkrs :  Our  Preachers  are  mounte- 
banks: Our  Preachers  are  parrots  :  OuR 
Preachers  are  madmen  :  Our  Preach- 
ers make  no  con verfions :  Our  Preach- 
ers  form  no  fuch  dejign  :  and  in  fhort,  that 
our  Preachers  are  the  Savages  of  Eu- 
rope 1 

If  I  mould  publhh  a  book  filled  with 
fuch  fruff  in  France,  taking  by  my  own  au- 
thority the  right  of  naturalization,  would 
not  all  the  parliaments  mower  more  decrees 
of  fire  ?.gainft  this  book*  and  of  apprehen- 
fion  againft  its  author,  than  were  (howered 
fome  years  ago  againft  the  parifh  minifters 
for  a  bufmefs  which  your  Reverence  wots 
of  *  ?  Would  thsy  not  all,  men,  women, 

*    The   demanding  always  a    certificate    of    theif 

parifhioners  having  performed  the  duty  of    confeffion 

F  2  beforsL 
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and  children,  pluck  me  by  the  beard,  with 
iuftice,  and  exclaim,  le  Coqahi  !  leFaquin! 
Ic  Maraud  I  To  do  //  criante  an  injuftice  to 
all  the  great  preachers  which  France  ha9 
produced*  and  is  continually  producing, 
only  becaufe  the  pulpit  is  difhonoured  by  a 
handful  of  fools  and  blockheads !  Would 
they  not  hit  me  in  the  teeth  with  the  Bour- 
daloiieSiWiih  the  Colombieres,  with  the  F lewis, 
with  the  Flecbiers,  with  the  Segauts,  with 
the  Ma^illom,  with  the  Bret o?ieaus)  and  an  im- 
rnenie  catalogue  of  truly  apoftplic  orators, 
and  zealous,  eloquent,  rapid,  evangelical, 
folid,  fublime,  and  original  models?  Would 
they  not  recriminate  alfo  that  the  nation 
was  not  in  need  of  a  fuppofititious  French- 
man to  come  and  fet  himfelf  about  cor- 
recting the  defects  of  their  countrymen, 
fince  it  had  true  legitimate  fons  who 
might  take  the  charge  upon  them  with 
much  more  grace  and  much  more  judg- 
ment ?  Good  Father,  we  are  in  the  fame 
cafe,  and  I  befeech  your  Reverence  to  ex- 
ciife  me  the  application. 

As  I.  am  a  Chritiian  I  would  now  wim  to 
have  dene  with  it;  for  I  find  myfelf  getting 

before  they  would  a#mit  them  to  the  communion. ---A 
piece  of  Janfeniltical  rigour  not  requifite  in  the  Gallican 
church. 

into 
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into  a  heat,  and  that  is  bad  for  the  digef- 
tion.  But  yet  I  could  not  anfwer  it  to  my- 
felf  not  to  fay  one  little  word  upon  a  cer- 
tain digreffion,  the  mod  impertinent  in  the 
world  for  the  defign,  which  your  Reve- 
rence makes  in  page  50.  And,  never^ 
tbelefs,  -preaching  thus,  have  many  of  them 
come  to  a  ?nitre  !  As  if  mitres  were  made  for 
heads  /luck  in  a  cowl!  Shall  we  continue  to 
let  Jir angers  believe  that  this  happens  through 
any  fault  of  ours  F  As  they  are  not  accujlomed 
to  fee  Friars  made  bifiops  except  in  Spain, 
when  they  read  hi  the  gazettes  that  the  king 
of  Spain  has  given  a  bijhoprick  to  a  Friar, 
they  think  that  for  want  of  epifcopal  ecclefi- 
ajiics  the  king  finds  himfelf  obliged  to  confer  it 
on  a  friar,  Jince  there  are  none  who  can,  or 
who  deferve  to  be  made  bifiops  amongft  the 
graduates  or  fecular  clergy. 

O  let  them  fet  me  this  paragraph  with 
precious  flones  of  but  two  to  the  hundred 
weight,  whilft  I  blow  my  nofe,  for  I  feel 
a  defluxion,  and  the  affair  requires  it! 
Look  ye,  Father,  no  one  can  fpeak  with 
more  impartiality  than  I  upon  this  fubjecl: ; 
for  your  Reverence  is  to  know  that  I  am  a 
poor  graduate,  I  have  not  my  head  ftuck  in 
a  cowl,  and  I  cannot  be  a  bifliop.  What 
minifter  of  St.   Peter  de  Villagarcia  had 

F  3  ever 
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ever  a  mitre— I  will  not  fay  fet  upon  his 
head,  but  even  in  his  fancy  ?  The  moil  we 
have  had  here  has  been  a  doctor  of  the  little 
univeriity  of  Siguenza,  or  fome  fuch  thing, 
who  has  come  to  be  a  commirTary  of  the 
holy  office  ;  and  a  veilry  was  called  to  give 
him  a  Vitor  *  painted  in  red  ochre,  a  de- 
iign  which  was  abandoned  becaufe  the  in- 
come of  the  parifh  could  not  pay  the  ex- 
pence.  As  to  me,  I  was  graduated  in  the 
famous  univerfity  ol  Vallauolid,  and  am  a 
phenomenon  amongfl  them.  "When  they 
hear  me  fay  I  was  a  competitor  for  the  ca- 
thedrasot  profeflbrihips  (if  at  any  time  I  fay 
it)  the  good  people  crofs  themselves,  and 
not  a  few  of  them  afk  if  cathedras  are 
things  to  eat.  Let  your  Revererr.ee  [udge 
if  in  this  fituation  and  with  fuch  a  title 
my  ideas  muff  not  be  humble,  and  if  I  can 
think  of  a  mitre  !  With  a  little  prebend  of 
feven  or  eight  hundred  -j~  ducats  a  year,  I 

*  A  large  piece  of  paper  infertbed  with  capital  let-; 
ters,  or  a  car.vafs  on  wrl  :ai  the  letters  are  painted,  con- 
taining a  fhoit  eulogy  of  fome  perfon,  with  his  name, 
for  fome  famous  merit,  and  hung  out  to  public,  view: 
fometimes  written  on  the  Church- walls  with  red  ochre  i 
and  always  beginning  with  this  word  ViToR---Conque- 
ror  !  Hero  !  From  the  Latin  Victor--  as  an  interjec- 
tion. Hence  too  a  verb  is  formed,  Vitorear,  to  ce- 
lebrate, to  extol,  to  huzza. 

f  About  an  hundred  pounds  (terling. 
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«<firould  not  change  conditions  with  a  patri- 
arch -,  and  tell  the  king  and  his  father  con- 
fefibr  fo  from  me  :  for  whatever  they  two 
may  think,  the  thing  is  done,  fince  as  to 
my  part,  I  afTure  you,  the  acceptance  is 
already  anticipated. 

This  being  premifed,  tell  me  what  your 
Reverence  was  thinking  of  when  you  had 
the  hardinefs  to  write  the  firft  claufe  of  this 
plea  fan  t  paragraph,  And  neverthelf,  preach- 
ing thus,  have  'many  of  them  come  to  a  mitre! 
That  is,  the  mitre  has  been  attained  to  by 
various  Bawlers,  Ranters,  Mountebanks, 
Parrots,  Madmen,  Preachers  of  Herejy,  Sa- 
vages of  Europe,  for  it  is  thefe  who  preach 
thus.  Thefe  have  been  recommended 
by  the  Chamber  of  Caftile  to  be  biihops, 
confirmed  by  the  council  of  nobles  and  fa- 
ther confeffors,  and  nominated  by  the  king 
to  the  mitre  !  Let  your  Reverence  draw  the 
confequences  which  refultfrom  this,  for  I 
am  fomewhat  in  hafte,  and  my  attention  is 
called  1  to  the  claufe  which  follows :  as  if 
mitres  were  made  for  heads  fuck  in  a  cowl  I 
Is  it  fo?  That  mitres  are  not  for  heads  fluck 
in  cowls,  nor  heads  fluck  in  cowls  for  mi- 
tres ?  Then  ftill  lefs  will  they  be  for  the  Red 
Hat,  and  ftill  much  lefs  for  the  Tiara.  And 
lias  your  Reverence  counted  well  the  heads 

F  4  which 
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which  from  the  caul  have  attained  to 
the  hat,  and  after  the  hat  have  been  co- 
vered with  the  Tiara,  without  taking  the 
many  others  into  the  account  which  have 
had  the  Tiara  clapped  on  almofl  immedi- 
ately upon  the  cowl  ?  Has  your  Reverence 
read  any  thing  of  EcclenafHcal  Hiftory  ?  I 
fear  you  have  only  heard  that  there  is  a 
thing  in  the  world  fa  called ;  for  if  you  had 
but  once  faluted  it,  you  would  know  that 
for  almofl:  two  hundred  years  (others  fay 
three  hundred)  the  Tiara  fcarcely  departed 
from  the  Benedictine  cowl  of  the  celebrated 
Monte  Cafino.  But  what  cowls  were  thofe! 
But  what  Tiaras  ! 

And'  the  mitres  of  France,  were  they 
never  made  for  heads  fruck  in  a  cowl! 
Poor  intruder  in  Spain  !  How  little  does 
he  know  his  own  hiitory  ?  Is  your  Reve- 
rence ignorant  then,  that  for  more  than 
three  ages  there  was  fcarcely  a  h iih op  in 
France  who  was  not  taken  from  the  cowls 
hid  in  the  celebrated  monafteries  of  Le- 
rins,  Pontigni,  Tours,  Fuente-Jean,  Cha- 
lis,  Mont-martre,  Iila-barba,  Brou,  and 
innumerable  others,  as  well  Benedictines 
as  Ciftertians,  not  to  reckon  Cluni  or  Cif- 
ter,  which  in  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth 
centuries    were    called    Les  Pepiniers    des 

Evegues, 
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ErJjucs, — the  Nurferies  for  Bifhops  ?  Did 
you  never  read  in  your  hillory  that  in  the 
twelfth  century  it  was  as  it  were  a  fettled 
thing  that  in  the  council  of  the  Clergy  and 
People  the  Abbots  of  Cilter,  whofe  order 
then  flourifhed  with  the  greater!:  rigour  of 
moil  exadt  obfervance,  were  to  be  pro- 
poied  for  the  vacant  bimopricks?  Have  you 
not  met  in  it  with  the  difficulty  the  clergy 
and  citizens  of  Bourges  were  under  at  the 
death  of  their  archbilhop  Sully,  becaufe 
there  then  fiouriJJjed  in  the  Ciflercian  order  fo 
many  illujlrious  members  that  the  very  multi- 
tude embar  raffed  them  in  their  choice?  Thefe 
are  the  words  of  the  hiftory,  and  imply  a 
neceflity  that  the  election  mould  fall  upon 
one  of  that  order.  Tell  me,  thou  Spanim. 
Neophyte,  were  the  Martines,  the  Guil- 
lermos,  the  Luvines,  the  Eucherios  and 
an  innumerable  number  of  French  bifhops 
I  couid  name,  canonized  and  not  canonized, 
heads  fluck  in  univerfity-caps  or  in  cowls  ? 
Your  Reverence  fays,  that  as  fir  angers  are 
not  accuflomed  to  fee  friars  made  bijljops  ex- 
cept in  Spain,  when  they  read  in  the  gazettes 
that  the  king  of  Spam  has  given-  a  bijhoprick 
to  a  friar,  they  think  that  for  want  of  epif 
copal  ecclejiajlics  the  king  finds  himfelf  obliged 
to  confer  it  on  a  friar,  fince  there  are  none 

who 
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who  can,  or  who  deferve  to  be  made  bijljops  a- 
mongjl  the  graduates  or  Jecular  clergy,  YVhati 
Are  not  Grangers  accuftomed  to  fee  friars 
made  bimops,  except  in  Spain?  Are  there  no 
friars  made  biihops  in  Italy?  Are  there  none  in 
Germany  ?  Give  it  up,  Father,  for  the  love  of 
God.  Before  your  Reverence  had  publimed 
this  proportion  would  it  not  have  been  better 
and  more  eaiy  to  have  fettled  the  point  with 
yourfelf,  whether  or  no  there  were  at  this 
time  in  Germany  or  Italy  friarshabited  in  bi- 
ihops'robes,  than  to  wafle  your  natural  heat 
in  enquiring  if  two  or  three  thoufand  years 
ago  the  children  of  the  pagans  were  habited 
as  little  gods  and  goddefTes  out  of  devotion, 
ifi  like  manner  as  the  children  of  Chriflians 
are  at  prefent  out  of  devotion  habited  as 
little  nuns  or  friars  ?  A  curious  piece  of 
intelligence,  which  we  owe  to  the  indefa- 
tigable laborioufnefs  of  your  Reverence, 
but  of  which  we  were  not  in  lo  much  want 
(if  any)  as  your  Reverence  was  of  know- 
ing that  ftrangers  are  much  accuftomed  to 
fee  friars  habited  as  biflvops,  and  biiliops  ha- 
bited as  friars,  in  other  places  as  well  as  Spain. 
Bu.t  to  cut  the  matter  fhort,  let  us  go  at 
once  to  the  root  of  it.  It  is  certain  then, 
my  good  father,  that  in  the  fir/1  age  of 
the  militution  or  foundation  of  Friars,  the 

heads 
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SfeacTs  (luck  in  cowls  (if  there  were  cowls 
for  the  heads  of  thole  firft  friars  to  be  (luck 
in)  were  not  only  not  made  for  mitres,  nor 
yet  even  for  the  clerical  crown,  or  circle  of 
hair,  becaufe  thofe  primitive  monks,  by  a 
general  rule,  neither  received  nor  wi(hed 
to  receive  holy  orders.  They  were  all  as 
much  lay  perfons  as  the  mothers  who  bore 
them,  except  here  and  there  one,  who  &8* 
ter  having  been  in  orders  retired  to  the 
monkim  life.  This  was  not  owing  to  a 
want  of  men  amongft  them  as  eminent  for 
wifdom  and  learning  as  for  virtue,  but  be- 
caufe their  profound  humility  withheld 
them  from  that  high  ftate.  If  your  Re- 
verence would  be  thoroughly  instructed  in 
this  matter  you  have  but  to  read  Father 
Mabillon.  Thus  it  was  In  the  fir  ft  age  of 
the  monkifh  inftitution  and  profeffion. 

But  afterwards,  when  about  the  year 
390,  Pope  Siricius  attentively  confidered 
the  great  good  of  which  the  church  was 
deprived,  and  the  great  advantages  it  might 
derive  from  the  promotion  of  grave,  cir- 
cumfpect,  exemplary,  and  wife  monks, 
not  only  to  all  the  orders  but  to  all  the 
offices  and  benefices  of  the  church,  after 
he  reflected  that  there  was  no  reafon  why 
the  particular  good,  which  humility  fug- 
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gelled  in  this  kind  of  life,  fhould  prevail 
over  the  common  good,  and  finally,  after 
that  in  confequence  of  thefe  confederations, 
in  the  letter  which  he  wrote  to  Himerio, 
bifhop  of  Tarragon,  he  tells  him  that  he 
may  not  only  ordain,  but  advance  to  all 
ccclefiaftical  offices  thofe  monks  who  ex- 
celled in  gravity,  doctrine,  purity  of  faith 
and  holinefs,  v  Monacbos  quoque,  quos  ta- 
rn en  morum  gr a vitas  &  vita  acfidei  inflitntio 
fanfia  commendat  >  clericorum  ojjiciis  aggrega- 
ri,"  it  is  pleafant  to  fee  with  what  bufy 
zeal  the  Bilhops,  the  People,  the  Empe- 
rors, and  ever;  the  Popes  difturbed,  fo  to 
fpeak,  the  holy  quiet  of  monafteries  and 
deferts,  and  drew  from  them  the  exftatic 
Cenobices  to  be  placed  in  the  higheft  dig- 
nities, thinking  it  juft  that  thofe  who  had 
fir  ft  fanclified  folitudes  and  cloifters  mould 
afterwards  fanctify  the  public  and  the 
world.  From  that  time,  and  for  many  ages 
after,  fcarce  were  there  any  other  than 
monks  feen  in  the  firft  feats  of  the  univer^ 
fal  church,  as  well  in  the  Eaft  as  in  the 
Weft.  Your  Reverence  fees  now  if  7ni- 
tres  were  made  far  beads  fuck  in  a  cowl. 

To  conclude,  I  befeech  your  Reverence 
in  all  fubmiffion  that  another  time  /you 
meddle  not  with  what;  you  do  not  under,- 
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ftand  ;  that  you  fhew  more  juftice  (fince 
you  are  not  difpofed  to  (hew  favour)  to  the 
Spanifh  nation  ;  that  when  you  intend  to 
correct  abufes,  you  fpeak  with  lefs  univer- 
sality ;  that  you  treat  with  more  refpect  the 
refolutions  of  the  king,  and  the  counfel  of 
his  prudent  confeffors  and  wife  rniniflers* 
and,  laflly  that  you  would  not  forget  this 
little  Spanifh  proverb,  He  that  has  glafs 
windows  in  his  houje  fioidd  not  throw  Jiones 
at  thofe  of  his  neighbour. 

But  that  your  Reverence  may  know  that 
I  proceed  with  candour,  and  do  not  cenfure 
for  the  fake  of  cen luring,  I  will  tell  you 
ingenuoufly,  that  had  you  been  contented 
with  the  fir  ft  part  of  your  coat  of  mail 
Preface  *,  and  contracted  the  fecond 
a  little,  without  meddling  with  the 
delicate  affair  of  the  bifhops  (infring- 
ing on  ancient  ecclefiaftical  hiftory  \)  with- 
out befpattering  all  the  king's  preachers 
and  particularly  thofe  del  numero,  and  with 
having  made  the  comparifon  of  the  two 
fermons,  French  and  Spanifh,  though  with 
the  parenthefes  and  glories  in  bald  Spanifh, 
which  you  add  to  the  latter,  we  mould  not 

*  In  the  fenfe  in  which  the  author  has  ftyled  his  own 
Preface,  a  Preface  with  an  Helmet^  i.  e.  a  defence  againft 
unjuU  cenfure  upon  the  intention  of  the  work. 

have 
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have  quarrelled.  I  would  have  given  up  td 
your  Reverence  the  two  fermons  with  their 
two  preachers,  and  even  had  they  been  two 
thousand  fuch,  rather  than  vvc  mould  have-, 
drawn  our  fwords.  For  indeed  your  Re- 
verence has  much  reafon  in  what  you  fay  of 
thofe  two  fermons  and  all  others  like  them  ; 
I  perfectly  agree  with  you  in  this  :  and  in 
the  fame  'caufe  do  I  now  brandifh  my  pen 
in  this  writing,  with  an  endeavour  to  banidi 
them,  not  only  from  Spain,  but  from  the 
world,  (ince  all  over  the  world  there  are 
crazy  fellows  with  the  name  of  Preachers. 
If  the  ointment  of  Aaron  s  beard  cured  in 
France  fo  many  difordered  preachers,  as 
your  Reverence  fays,  I  am  not  without 
hopes  that  the  tallow  of  the  underftanding 
of  my  Friar  Gerund  may  work  equal  mi- 
racles in  Spain.  At  leaft  I  fhall  have  great 
comfort,  if  after  hearing  fuch  a  fermon,  as 
there  are  too  many  of,  in  the  prefent  day, 
the  audience  mould  cry,  Bravo,  Friar  GV- 
rund  I  Father  Gerund  has  done  wonderfully 
to-day.  The  Signior  Don  Gerund  himjelf 
could  not  have  done  tnore.  i 

In  order  to  this,  my  good  reader,  (blefs 
me,  what  a  while  it  is  lince  we  talked  to-^ 
gether  !  I  beg  your  pardon,  but  this  fellow 
in  difguife  hindered  me  in  my  way,  and  I 
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was  obliged  to  difpute  the  point  with  him) 
in  order  to  this,  my  good  reader,  I  found 
it  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  quote  many 
texts  of  Holy  Scripture,  as  they  are  quoted 
by  the  Friar  Gerunds,  to  apply  them  as 
fhey  apply  them,  and  to  feem  to  understand 
them  as  they  underftand  them.  Eut  what  ? 
Do  not  fuppofe,  not  even  jocularly  fuppofe, 
that  I  quote,  apply  or  underfland  therii  feri- 
oufly  as  they  underftand  them,  I  have  prefent 
to  my  mind  as  well  the  heavy  decree  of  the 
council  of  Trent,  as  the  Bulls  of  Pius  V. 
Gregory  XIII.  Clement  VIII.  and  Alex- 
ander VII.  againft  this  facrilegious  profana- 
tion. I  proteft  that  I  would  fooner  burn  a 
thoufand  Friar  Gerunds,  than  act  in  oppo- 
sition, in  the  {lighted;  manner,  to  fo  facred 
as  well  as  fevere  a  prohibition.  But  it  was 
not  poHible  to  ridicule  the  preachers  who  fo 
rniferably  and  cenfurably  infringe  it  without 
ridiculing  the  manner  in  which  they  handle 
the  facred  text,  and  confequently  without 
quoting  it.  Therefore,  whenever  you  meet 
with  any  part  of  holy  Scripture  ridiculouOy 
nnderfrood,  and  (lovenly  applied,  think  it 
done  with  a  deiign  to  laugh  at,  correct,  and 
confound  thefe  preachers,  and,  of  courfe, 
that  this  impiety  is  to  be  laid  to  their  ac- 
count and  not  mine.  Be  fure  to  obferve  this, 
4  as 
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as  it  is  of  great  importance  ;  fince  though 
in  truth  I  am  no  more  than  a  poorprieil,  r-s 
we  fay,  of  the  mafs  and  the  pot*- — and  that 
a  very  lean  one — I  have  fome  fear  of  God 
before  my  eyes,  I  profefs  myfelf  fubje&ed 
and  obedient  to  the  laws  of  the  church,  and, 
to  clqfe  all,  have  a  foul  in  my  body  which 
I  love  as  much  as  his  can  be  loved  even  by 
a  Patriarch. 

"  But  if  thou  art  no  more  than  what  thou 
fayed  (this  is  your  lafl  reply)  what  put  in 
thy  head  to  meddle  with  other  people's 
matters,  and  fueh  matters  as  thefe!  Is  there 
a  great  want  in  Spain  of  mod  learned,  moft 
zealous,  moil  erudite,  and  moil:  maturely- 
wife  men,  who  might  take  upon  them  a 
charge  of  fo  much  gravity  and  importance  ? 
Whence  art  thou  on  a  fudden  enriched 
with  the  flock  of  literature,  judgment, 
eritieifm,  knowledge,  and  wit,  ncceflary 
for  fo  arduous  an  undertaking  ?  To  fay  no- 
thing of  the  authority,  titles,  fame  and 
credit  which  are  requifite  ?  A  chaplain  of 
St.  Louis,  a  minifler  of  St.  Peter  de  Vil- 
Jagarcia,  a  Lobon,  fluck  up  for  a  reformer 
of  the  Spanifh   pulpit  !  A  Lob6n  !  Graci- 

*  A  ftcular  prieft  living  in  a  houfe  of  bis  own  ;  the 
regular  all  living  in  convents  and  mon after ies  and  eating 
in  common. 

OUs 


PREFACE.  §r 

bus  Heaven!  A  Lobon !  We  of  his  ac- 
quaintance know  who  he  was  !  A  Lobon, 
who  in  three  cr  four  fermcns  which  he 
preached — -and  fome  of  them  on  the  rbnmb 
'* — left  far  behind  him  all  the  pail,  prefent, 
future,  and  poiTible  Friar  Gerunds  !  And 
this  fellow  would  inflruct  us  !  This  fellow 
would  reform  us !  This  fellow  (hall  take 
upon  him  to  laudi  at  his  betters !  O  Times ! 
O  Manners. 

Yet,  even  fo,  my  good  friend  and  rea- 
der ;  however  it  difpleafe  you,  it  is  even 
(o.  Yes,  this  very  Lobon,  who  was  all 
that  you  fay,  and  all  that  you  have  a  mind 
to  fay,  and  more  too,  if  you  are  not  con- 
tented, is  he  who  will  venture  upon  fuch 
an  undertaking  as  this.  To  convert  the 
world  was  a  much  greater,  and  for  that, 
God  did  not  avail  himfelf  of  univerfity- 
profefibrs,  but  of  a  handful  of  poor  fifher- 
men  :  for,  after  all,  my  friend,  the  fpirit 
of  the  Lord  b'oweth  where,  when,  and 
on  whom  it  lifreth.  Thai:  it  would  have 
been  done  much  better  by  almoft  any  one 
than,  by  me,  I  cannot  deny  -y  but  as  I  hear 
multitudes  bewail,  and  no  one  fet  about  to 
cure  this  corruption,  great  men  excuiing 
themfelves  with   this,  that,  and  the  other 

Vol.  I.  G  reafon 
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reafon  I,  who  do  not  torment  myfelf  to  be 
greater,  and  who  cannot  be  lefs,  fpat  in  my 
hands,  gave  them  a  rub,  and  let  them  to  the 
work  with  all  that  little  ftock  with  which 
the  Lord  hath  blelfed  me.  If  I  have  in  any 
wile  hit  the  happy  mean,  his  be  the 
glory  -,  if  I  have  altogether  miffed  it,  give 
me  credit  for  the  good  intention.  And 
with  this,  farewell ;  for  faith,  1  am  tired 
with  fo  long  a  colloquy. 
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CHAP.      I. 

T/je  birth,  parentage,  and  frjl  education  of 
Friar  Gerund, 

CAMPAZAS  is  a  place  of  which 
Ptolemy  has  made  no  mention  in 
his  Geography  j  probably  becaufehe 
had  no  knowledge  of  it,  owing  to  its  hav- 
ing been  founded  twelve  hundred  years  af- 
ter the  death  of  this  illuftrious  geographer, 
as  appears  by  an  ancient  infliument  pre- 
ferved  in  the  famous  archives  of  Cotanes. 
It  is  fituated  in  the  province  of  Campos, 
between  the  well  and  the  north,  locking 
G  2  directly 
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directly  towards  the  eaft '  from  that  part 
which  is  oppofite  to  the  fouth  *.  Cam-, 
pazas  certainly  is  not  one  of  the  mod  ce- 
lebrated or  moil  populous  towns  of  Old 
Cailile,  but  it  might  be  fo  -,  and  it  is  not 
its  own  fault  that  it  is  not  as  large  as  Mad- 
rid, Paris,  London,  or  Conftantinople  ; 
it  having  been  clearly  proved  that  it  might 
have  been  extended  ten  or  a  dozen  leagues 
towards  any  of  the  four  quarters,  without 
any  impediment  whatever.  And  if  its  mod 
renowned  founders  (whofe  names  are  not 
knov^n)  inftead  of  contenting  themfelves 
with  railing  in  it  twenty  or  thirty  cottages, 
which  by  a  mifnomer  they  call  fipuies,  had 
been  able,  and  been  willing,  to  build  two 
hundred  thoufand  fumptuous  palaces  with 
their  domes  and  turrets,  with  lquares,  foun- 
tains, obelilks,  and  other  public  edifices, 
without  doubt  it  might  have  been  at  this 
day  the  greateft  city  in  the  world.  I  know 
very  well  that  a  certain  modern  critic  fays 
this  could  not  have  been,  becaufe  at  a 
league's  diftance  runs  the  river  we  call  Rio 
Grande,  by  which  the  town -in  this  place 
mud:  necefTarily  have  been  fevered.  But — 
though  it  was  an  eafy  thing  to  have  fucked 

*  Which,  no  doubt,  will  be  as  clear  to  the  reader  as 
the  author  intended  it  ihouJd. 

up 
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up  nil  the  water  of  the  river  with  fpunges, 
.as  a  French  traveller  informs  us  is  cuf- 
tomary  in  Indoftan  and  at  Grand  Cairo  ; 
or  at  lead  to  have  drawn  off  by  a  pneuma- 
tic engine  all  the  air  and  foreign  particles 
which  mingle. with  the  water,  and  then 
there  fcarccly  would  have  remained  enough 
to  fill  a  vinegar  crewet,  as  is  frequently  ex- 
perienced by  the  modern  philofophers  in 
the  Rhine  and  Rhone— but  what  incon- 
venience would  it  have  been  that  the  Rio 
Grande  mould  have  run  through  the  city 
of  Campazas,  cutting  it  in  two?  Does  not 
the  Thames  do  fo  with  London,  the  Mol- 
da  with  Prague,  the  Spree  with  Berlin,  the 
Elbe  with  Drefden,  and  the  Tiber  with 
.Rome,  without  thefe  cities'  lofing  any  thing 
upon  that  account  ?  But  in  fhort  the  illuf- 
trious  founders  of  Campazas  did  not  chufe 
to  trouble  their  heads  with  thefe  matters, 
and  were  contented,  for  reafons  which 
might  be  well  known  to  themfelves,  with 
railing  on  that  fpot  fuch  a  tiling  as  "about 
thirty  cottages  (according  to  the  mod  ap- 
proved opinion)  with  their  pyramidal  roofs 
and  coverings  0^  draw,  which  make  one  of 
the  moil  delicious  points  of  view  imagi- 
nable. 

G   7  Con- 
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Concerning  the  etymology  of  CampazaS 
there  are  very  different  accounts  in  authors. 
Some  will  have  it  that  it  was  anciently 
called  Campazos,  to  denote  the  large  fields 
with  which  it  is  furrounded,  which  proba- 
bly gave  the  name  to  the  whole  province  of 
Campos,  whofe  weftern  point  commences 
in  that  part ;  and  this  opinion  is  fupported 
by  Anthony  Shearero,  Bias  Garlicketo,  Do- 
mingo Sheepfoldos,  and  Pafqual  Oniono, 
diligent  inveftigatcrs  of  the  things  of  this 
province.  Others  infill  that  it  was  called, 
and  ought  at  prefent  to  be  called,  Capazas, 
from  having  given  rife  to  the  uie  of  the 
long  capas  or  cloaks,  which,  till  late  in 
this  century,  were  worn  inftead  of  the 
mantelets,  by  the  women  of  Campos, 
otherwife  called  the  aunts;  drawing  the 
hood,  cut  in  a  fquare  form,  over  their 
heads,  and  wearing  fringes  half  way  up 
their  outer  petticoat,  which  was  the  great 
bravery  on  the  day  of  Corpus*  and  St. 
Roque,  or  when   the  uncle  of   the  houfe 

*  The  day  of  Corpus,  or  the  day  of  God,  is  the  day 
on  which  the  institution  of  the  mod  holy  facrament  is 
celebrated  ;  the  day  of  St.  Roque,  that  of  the  birth  cr 
martyrdom  of  a  faint  of  this  name,  who  is  highly  ve- 
nerated by  the  Spaniards,  or  at  lead  whofe  reftival  is 
highly  honoured  by  them.  Thefe  are  perhaps  the  two 
grcateft  days  in  all  the  year.  The  majordomos  are  an- 
lw  table  to  our  Stewards  of  feafts. 

ferved 
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ferved  any  majordomofhip.  To  this  opi- 
nion adhere  Cefar  Cloutycloakon,  Hugo 
Capet,  Daniel  Coverall,  nor  is  it  materially 
diffented  from  by  Julio  Caponi.  But  however 
as  this  affair  of  etymology  is  in  general  an 
erudition  ad  libitum,  and  as  in  the  well  found- 
ed etymologies  of  St.  liidore  no  mention  is 
made  of  that  of  Campazas,  we  mall  leave 
the  curious  reader  to  follow  the  opinion  he 
mofr.  approves,  fince  the  truth  of  hiftory. 
will  not  permit  us,  the  writers  of  it,  to  take 
part  in  what  is  undetermined  and  un- 
certain. 

In  Campazas  then, — for  fo  will  we  call 
it,  conforming  to  the  cuftom  of  the  beft 
hiitorians,  who  with  regard  to  places,  af- 
ter having  labourioufly  pointed  out  the  an- 
cient, make  ufe  of  the  modern  name — in 
Campazas  lived,  about  the  middle  of  the 
lad  century,  a  farmer,  who  was  called  the 
Rich  Man  *.  or  'fquire  of  the  parifh,  be- 
caufe  he  had  two  yoke  of  labouring  oxen,  a 
pyed  mare,  two  carts,  a  long-legged  dap- 
ple colt,  (but  mettlefome  and  nimble)  to 
carry    him    to  market,  a   flock   of  fheep, 

*  Rico  homlre,  formerly  a  title  of  high  dignity  :md  . 
honour,  equivalent  to  the   prefent  dufcc  or   grandee ; 
efquir'f)  therefore^  is  the  leaft  title  we  v/ou!d   give  him. 
if  the  reader, thiriks  tnat  the  Rico  ihowld  be  continued 
to  him  he  nir.v-fuLlliuU^  it  for  Tqnitc. 

G  4'  half 
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half  breeding   and    half  barren,    and    his 
houie  was  diilinguimcd  from  all  the  reft  in, 
being  the  only  one  which  had  a   covering 
of  tiles.      One    approached   it    by    a  large 
court-yard,  flanked  with   piazzas,  in   the 
language  of  that  country  called  ox-flalls, 
outhoufe?,  6ic.  covered  with  thatch  ;  end 
over   the  door   of   the   houfe  projected   a 
coving   in   the   form  of  an  upper  eye-lid 
when  it   hangs  horizontally,  well  white- 
washed on   the  infide,  and  being  ftreaked 
at  distances  with  red  ochre,  it  looked  like 
the   fkirt    of  a   difciplinant  on    Maundy- 
Thurfday.      The    entry,    or  paiYage,   was 
beautified  in  the  fame  manner,  except  the 
dames  of  ochre  ;   and  every  Saturday  care 
was  taken  that  its  face  was  warned  with 
;.-,,«'/£  #a  frefli  cofmetic.     Itnmediately  within  the 
entrjsVn  the  left  hand,  in  that  part  of  the 
wall  which  faced  the  door  when   it  ftood 
open/-wa§  a  fide*board,  which  the  natives 
.  i  r  -      call  a4*£l£,  whereon  directly  prefented  it- 
felf  to   thofe   who   were  about   to  enter, 
the  whole  treafure  of  the  family  ;  a  dozen 
plates,  as   many   porringers,    three    large 
dimes,  all  of  the  beft  earthen  ware,  and  in 
'  the   middle  two  glafs  decanters  with  feet, 
a  circle  of  blue  near  the  mouth,  and  their 
Jiandies    knobbed    or    dentellated    like    a 

cock's- 
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cock's  comb.  On  each  fide  of  the  meif 
was  a  iutting-out  from  the  wall,  fo\id  to 
the  ground,  about  a  yard  high  and  a  foot 
over,  the  fronts  and  fides  fmeared  with 
ochre,  and  the  fur  faces  whitened,  on  each 
of  which  were  made  four,  round  mallow 
cavities  for  the  reception  of  four  earthen 
pitchers,  thofe  on  one  fide  containing 
fpring  water  for  drinking,  and  on  the 
other  river-water  for  the  occafions  of  the 
houfe. 

On  the  right  hand,  a  little  farther  on  in 
the  entry,  was  the  door  of  the  principal 
room  or  parlour,  which  was  good  twelve 
feet  fquare,  with  its  alcove  of  feven  and  a 
half.  The  furniture  of  the  parlour  con- 
fined of  fix  pictures,  mod  choice  ones, 
irom  the  famous  St.  James's  ftreet,  (the 
Harp-alley)  of  Valladolid,  reprefenting  a 
St.  George,  a  St.  Barbara,  a  St.  James  on 
horfeback,  St.  Roque,  our  Lady  del  Car- 
men, and  St.  Anthony  the  abbot  with  his 
little  pig  by  his  fide;  a  table  with  its 
coarfe  woollen  cloth  bordered  with  tufts 
and  fringes,  a  poplar  bench,  two  chairs, 
crois -framed  like  a  pair  of  open  fcirfars, 
fuch  as  are  uied  for  ceremony  in  the  old 
college  of  Salamanca  ;  another  which 
ice/ncd  to  have  been  of  cane,  fuch   as  are 

•fc  in 
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in  prefent  ufe,  but  it  had  a  back  only,  for 
where  the  feat  fhould  be,  appeared  only  the 
frame;  a  large  cheft,  and  near  it  a  lock- 
lefs  portmateau-trunk,  which  once  had 
hair  upon  it.  Before  the  alcove  was  drawn 
a  gauze  curtain,  laced  with  figured  ferret 
of  five  farthings  a  yard,  its  valance  filled 
up  with  fcapularies  *  run  with  red  rib- 
bons, and  St.  Therefas  of  clay,  in  their 
little  urns  or  troughs  of  pafte-board  covered 
with  flofs  filk  ;  all  which  were  difiributed 
and  appointed  with  much  grace.  For  our 
Mquire   of  Campazas    was   a  brother  -f  of 

*  Thefe  fcapularies  are  two  little  fquare  pieces  of  cloth 
or  fluff,  no  bigger  than  an  hand  or  lefs,  connected  by  a 
ribbon,  and  worn  round  the  neck,  hanging  before  and 
behind,  but  out  of  fight,  by  lay  people  out  of  devotion 
to  the  order  they  are  related  to,  with  a  badge  of  which 
they  are  fonetimes  wrought. 

•  The  fcapulary,  which  makes  a  part  of  various  reli- 
gious habits,  is  a  breadth  of  cloth  or  (luff,  hanging  over 
every  thing  elfe  from  the  neck  to  the  feet,  both  before 
and  behind,  with  an  hole  in  the  middle  to  put  the  head 
through. 

f  Thefe  brothers  are  of  great  ufe  to  the  religious  or- 
ders, as  will  be  feen  in  thefequel,  being  generally  very 
charitable  and  hofpitable  to  them  ;  and  in  return  they  arc 
intitled  to  certain  indulgences,  of  great  eonfequence, 
fuch  as  eating  flefh  on  fame  fait  days,  &c.  which  have 
been  granted  by  the  pope  to  the  .order ;  and  like  wife  to 
the  fruit  of  the  prayers  and  penances  of  every  friar  be- 
longing to  it.  Hence  the  whimfical  proverbial  faying, 
yc  jol  el  culo  delfraile,  I  am  made  a  friar's  a —  of;  laid  by 
him  on  whom  hardships  are  impofed  for  the  advantage 
of  others.   "  It  is  an  unworthy  nhrafe,  (fays  the  Madrid 

dictionary) 
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many  religious  focieties,  whofe  letters  of 
admifiion  he  kept,  not  out  of  fight,  but 
fluck  a^ainft  the  wall,  fome  with  wafers 
and  others  with  chewed  bread,  in  the 
fpaces  between  thefe  Harp-alley  pictures ; 
and  when  the  reverend  fathers,  or  other 
friars  who  had  been  confefTors  to  nuns, 
were  entertained  in  his  houfe,  fome  of 
them  gave  to  the  aunt  Catania  (fo  was  the 
fquire's  wife  called)  but  more  to  her  daugh- 
ter Petrona,  who  was  a  plump  girl  of  no 
bad  appearance,  thefe  pious  trifles  in  ac- 
knowledgment of  their  hofpitality,  recom- 
mending devotion  to  them,  and  letting  forth 
the  benefit  of  the  indulgences  granted 
to  their  refpective  focieties. 

For  my  fins  had  I  like  to  have  forgotten 

the  mod  highly  valued  pieces  of  furniture 

in  all  the  room.     And  thefe  were  the  T&e- 

Jl's,  printed  upon  crimfon  taffety,  of  a  cer- 

diclionary)  though  much  ufed,  being  taken  from  the 
piety  with  which  the  religioos  undertake'' to  do  penance 
tor  the  tins  of  their  neighbours." 

Gf  fuch  per.ple  as  this  farmer  of  Campazas  are  the 
majbrdomds,  juit  mentioned,  generally  made,  elected 
yearly  by  this  kind  cf  lay-brethren  of  the  order.  A  ma- 
jonlomo  is  the  chief  manager  of  a  feftival,  appoints  and 
pays  the  preacher,  bears  the  expence  of  proceihons,  fo- 
lemn  mats  with  muiic,  dinner,  &c. 

The  conventual  lay-brother,  which  is  a  diflincl  kind, 
-  :•  little  from  a  domeftic  iervant. 

that 
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tain  act  which  had  hcen  defended  in  the 
college  o'f  St.  Gregory  of  Valladolid,  by  a 
brother  of  the  fcjuire,  who  having  been 
the  fir  ft  member  of  the  celebrated  college 
of  St.  Froylan  of  Leon,  which  is  related 
to  manv  of  the  frnaller  colleges  of  Sala- 
manca,  was  afterwards  a  penfioner  •  in 
that  of  St.  Gregory,;  he  came  in  time  to 
be  the  gymnafiarc  or  chief  tutor,  an  im- 
portant pod,  which  he  merited  by  his  la- 
borious ftudy ;  he  then  obtained  by  his  ex- 
ercifes  of  competition,'  the  vicarage  of  A- 
jos  and  CeboHas  in  -the  bifhoprick  of  Avila, 
and  died  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  having 
hkewife  pafTed  the  flrfl:  trials  for  the  rectory 
of  Verraco*..  In  memory  of  this  mod  learned 
man,  the  ornament  of  the  family,  were  the 
faid  thefes  preferved  in  a  deal  frame,  black- 
ened with  printer's  ink  ;  and  there  was  a 
tradition  in  the  family,  that  having  in- 
tended to  dedicate  them  firfl  to  a  bifhop, 
afterwards  to  a  nobleman,  and  then  to  a 
judge,  they  all  excufed  themfelves,  becaufe 
they   fmelled   an   expectation   of  reward ; 


*  A  boarder,  one  living  at  his  own  ex  pence. 

*  yf/w,  Ccbolias,  and  Verraco :  there  are  places  of  thefe 
names  in  Spain  ;  but  the  two  ftrft  words  fignify  liloewife 
garlick  and  onions,  and  the  lair  a  boar-pig,  which 

a  ludicrous  equivoque  in  the  original. 


upon 
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upon  which  the  defpairing  gymnafiarc  (my 
aunt  Catania  always  called  him  the  Hcre- 
Jiarc)  dedicated  them"  to  the  Holy  Chrifl  -f* 
of  Viliaquexida,  the  expence  being  borne 
by  an  uncle  of  his,  a  commirTary  of  the  in- 
quiiition. 

His  brother  the  'fquire  of  Campaza?, 
who  had  been  a  (ludent  at  Villagarcia,  and 
had  attained  to  the  fourth  clafs,  or  that  in 
which  the  ufe  and  conflruciion  of  the  parts 
of  fpeech  are  taught,  knew  by  heart  the 
dedication  he  had  prepared  for  either  of 
the  three  Mecenafes  who  would  have  ac- 
cepted of  it;  for  the  gymnafiarc  had  fent 
it  to  him  from  Valladolid,  alluring  him 
that  it  was  the  performance  of  a  young 
friar,  one  of  thole  who  are  called  *  col- 
legiate fathers,  who  dealt  in  dedications, 
orations,  arguments  for  the  fchools,  &c. 
as  he  was  one  of  the  mod  furious  and 
thundering  Latinifts  that  were  ever  known 
till  then,  and  who  had  got  much  money, 

f  The  number  of  Chrifis  aria  our  Ladies  in  the  church 
of  Rome  is  almoft.  roundels,  and  mav  be  extended  lb 
infinity  ;  as  any  one  who  has  ability  to  endow  a  chapel, 
found  a  feftival,  or  erect  a  flame,  may  make  one  with 
what  title  he  pleafes. 

*  One  of  thofe  who  has  finifhed  his  fludies  oi  p'hi- 
lofophy  and  divinitv,  and  is  waiting  for  a  vacancy  of  a 
mailer's  chair  to  be  a  candidate  for  it. 

fnuff, 
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fnuff,  handkerchiefs,  and  chocolate  in  this 
kind  of  traffic  ;  for  in  fiort  (laid  the  gym-1 
nafiarc  in  his  letter)  the  Lathi  of  this  Friar 
is  a  very  intoxication^  and  his  fonorons  phrcfcs 
are  a  Babylon :  therefore  fcarce  had  the  'iquire 
read  the  dedication,  crofllng  himfelf  and 
aftonifhed  at  its  elegance,  but  he  refolved 
to  get  it  by  heart,  which  he  compared  at 
the  end  of  three  years,  retiring  every  day 
behind  the  church  which  flood  out  of  the 
village  for  the  fpace  of  four  hours :  and 
when  he  had  perfectly  learned  it,  he  quite 
frightened  the  clergy  of  the  neighbourhood 
who  aflembled  at  the  feaft  of  the  patron 
faint,  and  likewife  thofe  who  went  on  the 
pilgrimage  of  Villaquexida,  fometirnes 
pouring  it  all  out,  and  other  times  fprink- 
ling  the  fare  with  it  at  the  tables  of  the 
majordomos„  And  as  the  fly  rogue  never 
let  any  one  know  whole  performance  it 
was,  they  all  took  it  for  his  own,  by  which 
he  pafled  amongfi:  all  their  reverences  on 
this  fide  the  Rio  Grande,  and  even  amongft 
all  thofe  of  the  Deiert  *,  for  the  mod:  re- 


*  The  Defert,  Paramo :  though  the  ftricl  meaning 
of  this  word  is  defert,  it  is  not  to  be  underfleod  in  its 
molt  rigorous  fenfe,  but  as  fignifying  the  moit  open  and 
lead  cultivated  part  of  the  province  of  Campos,  that 
which  lay  on  the  other  fide  the  llio  Grande,  or  great  ri- 
ver, from  Campazas ;  for  there  are  farms  and  even  towns 

in 
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doubted  grammarian  that  Viilagarcia  had 
ever  turned  out :  infomuch  that  fome  went 
fo  far  as  to  fay  he  knew  more  Latin  than 
Taranilla  himfelf,  that  famous  Domine, 
whofe  tcmpeftuous  and  incomprehensible 
Latin  ffunned  all  the  region  of  Campos  j 
witnefs  that  famous  piece  of  it,  with  which 
he  examined  his  fcholars,  beginning  thus, 
Palentiam  meatfi  quis,  which  fome  of  them 
conftrued,  "  U  any  one  pities  in  Palencia;" 
but  as  this  did  not  found  well,  and  might 
give  offence  to  the  -people  of  the  place  *, 
and  as  it  was  not  probable  that  the  Do- 
mine  Taranilla,  in  every  thing  modeft  and 
circumfpecl,  and  much  given  to  pofterior 
application,  fhould  fpeak  with  indecorum 
of  a  city  upon  To  many  accounts  refpect- 
able,  other  of  his  fcholars  conftrued  it  in 
jh\s  manner  \fi  quis  mea,  t{  my  little  one," 
tfg^(underftood)  "flee,"  Palentiam,  "from 
Palencia."  On  all  thefe  did  the  mercilefs 
Taranilla  lay  inceffant  whippings  ;  becaufe 
the  firft  loft  all  refpecl  to  the  city,  and  the 

in  this  defert,  though  not  fo  numerous  as  in  the  other 
part  of  the  province.  However,  el  Paramo  feems  to  be 
ufed  by  the  author  with  an  humourous  idea,  which 
would  be  loft  in  tranfiating  it  by  a  term  lefs  ftrong  than 
the  Defert. 

*  There  is  a  citv  of  this  name  in  Leon. 

J 

fecond 
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fecond  he  thought  bantered  him  ;  befides,' 
that  by  either  conftrudtiqn  he  mud  be 
iuppofed  capable  of  making  Latin  filled 
with  folecifms.  Till  at  lair,  after  having 
puzzled  the  whole  fchool,  as  no  one  gave 
into  the  recondite  fenfe  of  the  emphatic 
claufe,  the  domine,  taking  out  his  ihutF- 
box,  giving  two  taps  upon  the  lid,  offering 
the  devoted  grains  intermitted!?  to  his  nof- 
trils,  by  which  they  were  drawn  in  -with 
the  greated  gufr,  arching  his  eve-brow?, 
hollowing  his  voice,  and  fnufiiing  with 
much  fedate  confidence,  vouchfared  to  ccn- 
flrue  it  in  his  own  way—  -Met!,  "  go,"  Ji 
gut's,  "  if  thou  art  able,"  Palsftttam,  "  to 
Palencia."  The  boys  were  thunderitruck, 
looking  at  each  other  with  much  auonilh- 
ment  at  the  profound  knowledge  of  their 
domine  ;  for  though  it  is  true,  the  thing 
rightly  coniidered,  that  there  were  in  his 
conftru&ion  almoit  as  many  abfurdities  a' 3 
words  ;  as  meo  does  not  fignny  to  go  any 
how,  -but  to  go  roU'Ju  about,  meandering, 
nor  queo  to  be  able  in  any  manner,  but  to 
be  able  with  difficulty  ;  yet  the  poor  boys 
did  not  understand  thefe  niceties;  nor  in- 
deed is  the  penetrating  into  the  propriety 
of  the  various  Significations  which  corref- 
pond  to  verbs  and  nouns  that  appear  fy^ 
j  nonimous 
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Jionimous,  and  are  not  fo,  a  bufinefs  for 
beardlefs  grammarians,  nor  even  for  their 
teachers. 

Nov/  as  the  clergy  of  the.Defert  were1 
not  much  initiated  into  thefe  myueries,  they 
held  Tarranilla  for  the  Cicero  of  his  age  ; 
and  when  they  heard  the  fquire  of  Cam- 
pazas  repeat  the  fonorous  dedication,  they 
fet  him  two  cubits  hieher  than  Taranilla 
himfelf.  And  as  the  greateil  part  of  the 
hiftorians  wiio  have  written  on  the  affairs 
of  our  Friar  Gerund  agree  that  this  fame 
dedication  had  a  great  (hare  in  the  forma- 
tion of  his  delicate  and  exquiUte  tafle,  it 
may  not  be  befide  the  purpofe  to  give  it 
place  immediately  ;  left  in  the  courfe  of 
this  true  hiftory  it  may  be  forgotten  thro' 
the  heat  of  the  narration. 


Vol.  I.  H  C  H  A  P, 


9S        The    H  I  S  T  O  R  Y    of 


CHAP.      II. 

In  which,  without  performing  the  promife  of 
the  Jirjl,  other  matters  are  handled. 

THUS  ran,  then,  the  recondite,  ab- 
ftruie,  and  be- deviled  dedication, 
the  titles  being  omitted  which  the  gymna- 
iiarc  did  net  think  proper  to  tranferibe. 

Haflenus  me  intra  rcurgam  animi  litefcentis 
inipitum  tua  heretudo  injiar  mihi  luminis  exti- 
mandea  den&rmam  redubinre  compcliet  fed  an- 
tijiar  gerras  meas  aniias  diributa  £?  pofarti- 
tum  nafonem  quafi  agredula ;  quibv.jdam  la- 
cunis,  baburram  ftridorem  averruncandas  ob- 
latero.  Vos  etiam  optimi  njiri,  ne  mihi  in 
anginam  vejlrce  hifpiditatis  arnanticat actum 
carmen  irreptet.  At  rabiem  meam  tnagico- 
pertit :  cicurefque  confticite  tit  alimones  meas 
carnatoreis  quam  coijianes  extetis.  Igitur 
conramo  fcnj'u  meam  returem  quamvis  vafcu- 
lum  Pieridem  aclutnm  de  vobis  lampnna?n 
comtidamfpero.  Adjuta  namqne  cupedia  pre- 
fumentis  jam  non  exippitandumfibi  efje  con- 
jeclat.  Ergo  benepedamus  ?ne  hac  pudori  ci~ 
timum  collocari  cenfete.  ^uam  Ji  hac  non 
treperat  exfiterint  nee fracebunt  qua  halluci- 

naru 
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hart,  vel  ut  vovinator  adduSlusfum  voti  vobis 
damktmitfque  ad  exodium  vitidanti  is  cobac- 
tnentum.  §>uis  enim  mefonibium  &  non  mur- 
gijfcnem  fabida  autumabit  quam  mentor  em 
txfaballibit  altibuans>  unde  favorem  exfre~ 
bruate :  feUibrem  ut applaudam  armonie  ten- 
fore  a  me  velut  ambrone  collediam  adoreos  ve* 
ritatts  injiruppas. 

This  is  the  famous  dedication  Which 
the  gymnafiarc  of  St.  Gregory's,  vicar  of 
Ajos  and  Cebollas,  and  in  election  to 
the  rectory  of  Verraco,  fent  from  Vallado- 
lid  to  his  brother  the  'fquire  of  Campa- 
zas:  which  after  having  run  through  the 
moft  celebrated  univerfities  of  Spain  with 
the  applaufe  it  merited,  palled  the  Pyre- 
nees and  penetrated  France,  where  it  was 
received  with  fo  much  eftimation,  that 
they  preferve  in  print  a  punctual,  exact, 
and  minute  genealogical  account  of  all  the 
hands  through  which  the  MS.  defcended, 
with  the  very  moles  and  marks  of  its  pof- 
fefTors,  till  it  fell  into  thofe  of  the  curfed 
enlarger  of  the  Menagiana,  who  printed  it 
in  the  firft  volume  of  the  four  which  he 
fpoiled  with  his  mod  impertinent,  notes, 
fcholia,  and  additions.-  It  is  faid  then, 
by  this  fcholiaft  of  my  fins,  that  the  firft 
MS.  copy  that  was  known  to  arrive  in 
H  '2  France, 
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France,  was  poffefTed  by  Jean  Lacurna,  a: 
notable  man  and  bailiff  of  Arnaidel-Du- 
que  -,  that  it  went  afterwards  to  the  learned 
Saumaife;  and  from  him  was  inherited  by 
his  eldeft  fon  Claude  Saumaife,  who  died 
at  Beaune  in  the  34th  year  of  his  age  on 
the  18th  day  of  April,  in  the  year  1661  ; 
that  upon  the  death  of  Claude  it  was  added 
to  the  library  of  Jean  Baptifte  Lantin,  a 
counfcllor,  who  was  joint  legatee  with 
another  counfellor  to  the  MSS.  of  Saumaife: 
and  that  Jean  Baptifte  Lantin  bequeathed 
it  to  his  fon  the  Sieur  Lantin,  counfellor 
at  Dijon, 

All  this  is  very  well  ;  punctual,  mi- 
nute, exact  ;  for  it  is  plain  that  it  would 
have  been  a  great  lofs  to  the  republic  of 
letters  if  it  had  not  been  known  with  all 
individuality,  through  what  hands,  from 
father  to  fon,  fo  important  a  manufcript 
had  pafTed  :  and  had  all  inveftigatois  been 
as  diligent  and  minute  as  this  mod  learned 
and  exact  enlarger,  there  would  not  be  at 
this  day  fuch  difputes  and  fuch  a  to-do  a- 
mongft  our  critics  about  who  was  the  reaj 
author  of  .«'  The  Flea"  of  the  Licentiate 
Burguillios,  which  fome  attributed  to  Lope 
de  Vega  ;  and  others  to  a  friar,  led  into  the 
rniftake,  undoubtedly,  becaufe  at  the  end 

of 
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of  the  MS.  from  which  the  firft  impreflion 
was  made  in  Seville,  were  thefe  letters, 
Fr.  L.  d.  V.  fnppofing  the  Fr.  (rood  for 
Friar,  things  as  different  and  diftinct  in  them- 
felves  as  poffible,  as  the  very  children  of 
Malabar  *  can  tell  you  ;  nor  would  there 
have  been  thole  pitched  battles  fought  in 
England,  the  beginning  of  this  century,  be- 
tween two  wife  antiquaries  of  the  univer- 
fity  of  Oxford  upon  the  origin  of  fpurs 
and  the  primitive  invention  of  faddle-bags, 
both  grounding  their  opinions  upon  two 
manuicripts  which  were  in  the  library  of 
the  fame  univeriity,  but  without  its  being 
known  at  what  time,  or  by  whom  they 
had  been  introduced  into  it,  which  was 
the  decifive  point  to  have  refolved  the 
queftion. 

But  if  thanks  are  due  to  the  enlarger  of 
the  Menagiana  upon  this  account,  I  cannot 
give  them  upon  an  other  account ;  becaufe 
with  his  chronology  upon  the  manufcript 

*  Meaning,  the  moft  ignorant  of  all  children  ;  much 
cf  the  refufe  of  Spain,  as  of  every  other  mother-coun- 
try, being  fent  to  its  fettlements  abroad.  In  the  fame 
idea  we  meet  further  on  in  the  work,  with  Malabar  Au- 
thors, and  Malabar  Preachers.  It  is  proverbially  applied 
to  any  character,  but  was  taken  probably  at  firft  from 
the  miffionaries  fent  thither  moft  cuxioufly  qualified  to 
teach  religion,  enlighten  the  underftanding,  and  improve 
the  heart;, 

H3  <* 
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of  the  Dedication  he  embroils   me  in   an 
hiftcrical  difficulty,  which  I  do  not  know- 
how  to   difengagc   myfelf   from,  without 
committing  an  anacronifm-r-an  hard  Greek 
word,    which     fignifies    a     contradiction 
in    the   computation    of   time.     Monfieur 
the   Enlarger  fays,  that  Claude   Saumaife 
died  in  the  year  1661,  and  that  when  the 
MS.   came   to   him,  it  had  already  palled 
through    two   other  hands,  to   wit,  thofe 
of  his  father,    the  learned   Saumaife,  and 
thofe  of  the  bailiff  Jean  Lacurna  y  and  it  is 
very  obfervable  that  he  does  not  fay  it  paff- 
ed  from  hand  to  hand  as  the  Gazette,  or  the 
Almanac  of  Torres  is  Wont  to  pafs,  but  gives 
it  fufficiently  to  be  underftood  that  it  was 
by  way  of  inheritance,  and  not  of  donation 
inter  vivos.     This  being  fuppofed,  it  is  as 
clear   as   water    that   the  Dedication    was 
known  in  France  fo  early  as  the  year  1600, 
it  not  being  much  to  allow  fixty  years  to  the 
Sieur  Lacurna,  and  twenty  or  thirty  to  Sau- 
maife ;  for,  though  it  mould  be  faid  that 
they  were  both  born  at  the  fame  time,  it  is 
not  probable  that  any  private  man,  however 
learned  he   might   be,  mould  live  fo   long 
as  a  bailiff,  even  though  this  bailifffhip  in 
France   fignify  little  more  than   the  con- 
ftablemip   of  a  parifh;  but,  in   fhort,    in 

7  ^1G 
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the  fight  of  God,  the  bailiff  of  Arnai  was 
as  much  a  bailiff  as  that  of  Lora.  And  as 
we  have  faid,  or  at  lead  fuggefted,  in  the 
beginning  of  this  true  hiftory,  that  the  De- 
dication was  compofed  by  a  collegiate  fa- 
ther who  ftudied  in  Valladolid  when  the  lafl 
century  was  already  pretty  much  advanced, 
fuppoling  that  no  mention  is  made  till  the 
middle  of  it,  of  the  Yquire  of  Campazas, 
in  the  annals  of  that  poffible  city,  and  that 
it  was  fent  to  him  by  his  brother  the  gym- 
nafiarc,  how  was  it  poflible  that  it  mould 
be  known  in  France  fo  early  as  the  year 
1600  ? 

To  folve  this  difficulty,  there  is  no  other 
way  than  by  faying,  that  the  collegiate  fa- 
ther might  have  read  this  ftupendous  piece 
in  fome  little  French  Book,  and  oalmed  it 
upon  the  good  gymnaiiarc  as  his  own  work; 
for  thefe  tricks  we  fee  played  at  every  turn 
in  our  own  times,  not  a  few  of  thofe  who  are 
called  authors,  and  who  appear  to  be  ho- 
I  neft  men,  when  their  "  Life  and  Mira- 
cles3' *  are  afterwards  examined  into,  being 
found  to  be  little  dirty  fcribblers,  who, 
ftealing  from  this  and  that  quarter,  come 
out  in  a  night's  time  in  the  gazette  with 
the  pompous  titles  of  Mathematician,    Phi- 

*  The  Life  and  Miracles  of,  &c  is  the  coxiflant  title 
£0  their  numerous  hiflories  of  Saints. 

H  4  lohgcr, 
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fofoger;  Vhy.ofo^hcr.,  ILkclrician,  ProlG-critita 
,   when  after  all  they  are  no 
more  in  reality  than  true  PantQ-?uhmcs. 

But,  leaving  this  point  undecided,  what 
cannot   before  God   and    in    confeience  be 
forgiven  in  this  moft  impertinent  Enhrger, 
is  the   unjuft  and   infipid   criticifm.  which 
he  makes  upon  thefaid  Dedication,  treating 
it  as  the  mo  ft  perverfe,  ridiculous,  and  ex- 
travagant   thing    imaginable,    and    adding 
that    the    language,    though    it    feems   to 
found  like  Latin,  is  of  a  barbarous,  mon- 
ftrous,    and   favage   Latinity.     But,    with 
leave  of  his  furlinefs,  I  fhali  tell  him  flatly 
to  his  face,  that  he  does  not  know  what  is 
your  true  Latin,  and  that  it  is  plain  lie  ne- 
ver in  his  life  faluted  the  Chrills  in  genuine 
Latinity  ;  for,  I  give  him  to  know  that  nei- 
ther Cicero,  nor  Quintilian,  nor  Titus  Li- 
vius,  nor  Sallufr,    ever  made  fuch  a  thing, 
or  were  ever  capable  of  making  it.     And 
as  to  what  he  adds  with  a  fneer,  that  though 
in  this  mofc  polimed  Dedication  are  to  be 
found  ibme  fuch  words  as   are   met  with 
in  the  gloflesof  Ifodore  and  Papias,  and  in 
the  collection   of  Du  Cange,  yet  that  he 
is  much  miftaken,  or  there  is  not  a  t nm Ga- 
tor fo  ingenious  as  to  give  the  true  mean- 
in?  of  the  whole,  I  anfwer,  that,  to  con- 
4  vince 
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vince  him  how  much  he  is  indeed  miftaken, 
the  fame  collegiate  father  who  gave  the  De- 
dication in  Latin  to  the  gymnafiarc,  whe- 
ther it  was  his  own  or  another's  compofi- 
tion,  gave  it  him  likewife  turned  into  fine, 
flowing,  natural,  clear,  perfpicuous  Spa- 
nish, as  is  feen  by  an  authentic  copy  found 
in  the  book  in  which  the  'fquire  of  Cam- 
pazas  kept  account  of  his  labourers'  wages 
and  his  £heep-fkins.  But  we  forbear  the 
tranfcriptionof  it,  as  it  is  to  be  apprehended 
the  reader  will  be  fatisfied  with  the  Latin. 
But  if  he  mould  not  let  him  read,  which 
will  do  as  well,  the  dedication  of  —  to  the 
« — ,  or  the  dedication  of — ,  to  the  mod  no- 
ble — ,  or  that  of  —  to  the  right  honoura- 
ble — .  &c.  &c.  &c. 


CHAP. 
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CHAR     III. 

In  which  the  promife  ofthejirji  is  profecuted. 

THIS  Tquire  of  Campazas,  full  bro- 
ther to  the  gymnafiarc,  was  called 
Antony  Zotes,  a  family  rooted  in  Campos, 
but  fpread  all  over  the  world,  and  fo  fruit- 
fully propagated,  that  there  is  not  to  be 
found  a  kingdom,  province,  city,  town, 
village,  or  even  farm-houfe  in  which  the 
Zotes,  or  the  family  of  the  Blunderheads  *, 
do  not  fwarm  like  peas  in  a  porridge-pot. 
Antony  Zotes  was  a  farmer,  as  we  have 
faid,  in  tolerable  circumftances  \  a  man  for 
old  ewe-mutton,  hung-meat,  and  houfc- 
hold  bread,  on  ordinary  days,  with  a  leek 
or  onion  for  defert ;  beef  and  faufages  on 
feaft-days j  a  railier  ufually  for  breakfalt  and 
fupper,  though  for  the  latter  now  and  then 
a  (lice  of  meat  with  fome  oil  and  vinegar  ; 
the  meagre  fluff  made  from  water  pafTed 
through  the  fqueezed  grapes  was  his  ufual 
beverage,  except  when  he  had  in  his  houfe 

*  To  which  the  Spanifli  word  Tote  (in  the  fibular) 
is  equivalent.  Perhaps  from  the  Saxon  j  Or,  whence 
our  word,  fot.    John  ion. 

any 
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any  of  the  reverend   brotherhood,  efpeci- 
ally  if  he  was  of  coniideration  in  his  order, 
for  then  he  would  fet  upon  the  table  wine 
of  Villamanan,  or  of  the  Defert,  a  boun^ 
tiful  difpofition  in  appearance,  but  at  the 
bottom,    rather  than  not,  fufpicious,    en- 
vious, interefted,  and  haggling  j  in  fhort, 
a  true  legitimate  bonus  vlr  de  campis.     His 
flature   middling,  but  well  fet  and  flout ; 
his  head  large  and  round,  a  narrow  fore- 
head, fmall  eyes,  unequal,  and  fomewhat 
fubtle  ;  fhort  locks  after  the  cuftom  of  the 
Defert,    and   not   flowing   and  confiftorial 
like  thofe  of  the  tax-gatherers  of  Salaman- 
ca; broad-mouldered,  flelhy,  frem-colour- 
ed,  and  wrinkled.     Such  was  the  inward 
and  outward  man  of  the  uncle  Anthony 
Zotes.     Though    he   had  attained  in   his 
youth  to  the  fourth  clafs  of  his  fchool  witli 
an  intention  of  taking  orders  (for  it  it  faid 
that  there  was  a  chapelry  *  in  the  family 
which  would  have  come  to  him  upon  the 
death  of  an  uncle  of  his,  the  chief  pried 
of  Villaornate)  yet  a  girl  of  the  place  put 
in  her  plea  fo  fuccefsfully,  that  in  the  end, 
my  uncle  Antony  found  it  necerTary  to  be- 
take  himfelf  to  the  church,  not   for  the 
feryice  of  the  choir  or  the  altar,  but  to  be 

*  Equivalent  to  a  living. 

joined 
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joined  in   holy  wedlock.     Now  the  thing 
happened  on  this  wife. 

He  was  fiudying  at  Villag'arcia,  and  al- 
ready in  the  fourth  clafs,  as  has  been  laid, 
in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  age.  The 
fortnight's  vacation,  for  the  Holy  and  Eafter 
weeks  arrived,  and  he  went  home  to  his 
own  town,  as  is  the  cuftom  for  all  the  ftu- 
dents  whole  home  is  within  diftance.  The 
devil,  who  never  flecps,  tempted  him  to 
play  the  penitent  on  Maunday-Thurfday  *  ; 
for  as  our  young  ftudent  was  now  well 
mot  up  and  his  beard  grown,  he  looked 
lovingly  upon  a  damfel,  who  had  been  a 
neighbour  of  his  ever  fince  they  went  to 
fchool  together  to  the  clerk  of  the  parim, 
to  learn  the  horn  book  ;  and  in  order  to 
court  her  in  the  moil  winning  manner,  he 
thought  it  expedient  to  go  forth  as  a  dif- 
ciplinant  :  as  this,  the  reader  is  to  know, 
is  one  of  the  gallantries  with  which  the 
women  of  Campos  are  mod  pleafed,  where 
it  is  a  very  old  obfervation,  that  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  marriages  are  concerted  on 
Maundy-thurfday,  the  dayof   the  Crofs  of 

*  The  day   before  Good-Friday,    and  the  great  day 
ei  discipline. 

the 
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the  May  *,  and  the  evenings  on  which 
there  is  dancing,  fome  of  the  women  be- 
ing fo  very  devout  and  compunctious  that 
they  are  more  delighted  with  feeing  the 
inftruments  of  difcipline  applied  than  with 
the  rattling  of  the  caftinet.  Nor,  confi- 
dering  the  thing  difpaflionately,  is  it  to  be 
wondered  at.  For,  figure  to  yourfelf  this 
difciplinant,  with  his  great  cap  of  five 
quarters  of  a  yard,  flarched,  upright  and 
pyramidal ;  his  hood  covering  the  face  as 
well  as  head,  with  the  eye-holes  neatly 
ftitched,  and  terminating  in  a  point  below 
his  chin  like  the  wattle  of  a  turkey-cock  ; 
with  his  white  waiftcoat  of  ftrong  linen 
nicely  frnoothed,  fitted  to  the  fhape,  and 
buttoning  very  tight;  over  the  breaft,  by 
which  two  pieces  of  dry,  firm,  elevated 
fleflb,  mew  themfelves  out  of  the  two  large 
holes  cut  in  the  back  of  the  waiftcoat,  di- 
vided by  the  feam,  and  as  they  are  cut  in 
an  oval  form  and  nearly  in  the  fhape  of  the 
hind-quarters  of  a  pair    of    breeches,    it 

*  The  Invention  of  the  Crofs,  a  feftival  celebrated  on 
the  third  of  May,  in  memory  of  St.  Helena  the  mother 
of  Conftantine's  finding  the  true  crofs  of  Chrift  on  that 
day,  deep  in  the  earth  on  Mount  Calvary,  where  fhe 
erected  a  church  for  the  prefervation  of  part  of  it,  the 
reft  being  depofited  in  the  church  of  The  Holy  Crofs 
of  Jerufalem  at  Rome. 

feems 
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feems  no  otherwife  than  as  if  the  nether- 
cheeks  were  mounted  to  the  moulders,  ef- 
pecially  in  thofe  who  are  plutr.p  and  flcfhy  5 
and  with  his  full,  pompous,  puffed-out 
white  fkirt  or  petticoat,  to  this  be-  added 
that  the  gallant  or  voluntary  difciplinants 
ufually  wear  white  fhoes  with  black  heels 
and  toes,  not  fo  thofe  of  the  fraternity,  for 
they  are  permitted  no  fhoes  at  all,  except 
to  the  Penitents  of  light,  who  are  the  ex- 
empt or  the  emeriti  of  the  order :  then  con- 
iider  that  this  difciplinant  whom  we  arc 
defcribing,  takes  out  his  little  ball  of  wax, 
ituck  with  points  of  glafs,  and  hanging, 
fecurely  fattened,  to  the  end  of  a  fmall 
cord,  which  he  meafures  with  much  gravity 
and  compofure  from  his  hand  to  his  elbow 
in  order  to  have  thejuft  length;  that  he 
takes  hold,  with  his  left  hand,  of  the  point 
of  his  hood  hanging  below  his  chin  ;  that 
he  fixes  his  right  elbow  to  the  hip  of  the 
fame  fide  (unlefs  indeed  he  be  left-handed, 
and  then,  it  is  neceflary  to  obferve,  all  thefe 
poflures  will  be  dire&ly  contrary)  that 
without  moving  the  elbow,  and  playing 
only  the  lower  half  of  his  right  arm,  he 
begins  to  work  himfelf  with  this  ball, 
fwinging  it  on  one  fide  and  the  other, 
knowing  certainly  that  in  this  manner  -it 

will 
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will  fall  nearly  on  the  centrical  points  of  the 
two  pofterior  carnofkies,  by  infallible  rules 
of  anatomy  left  in  writing  by  a  young  fur- 
geon  of  Villamayor,  who  had  been  ap- 
prentice to  another  at  Villarramiel  :  finally, 
let  it  be  obferved  how  the  blood  begins  to 
ftart,  fo  that  in  fome,  if  not  in  the  greater 
part,  the  two  moulders  appear  as  pitchy 
fountains,  charitably  oozing  matter  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  feams  of  our  borracbas  or 
leather  bottles  ;  how  it  fprinkles  the  pet- 
ticoat, how  it  flows  in  flreams  down  its 
folds,  how  it  wets  it,  and  how  it  fops  it, 
till  it  is  choaked  up  with  dufl  on  the  legs 
of  the  poor  difciplinant — -let  this  objedt  I 
fay  be  contemplated  as  it  deferves,  and  let 
the  moft  envious  of  the  glories  of  Campos 
tell  me  ferenely  if  there  can  be  in  the 
world  a  more  gallant  and  airy  fpeetacle?  If 
there  can  be  any  refilling  fuch  a  witch- 
craft, and  if  the  girls  have  not  a  good 
tafte,  who  go  after  thefe  penitents,  as 
the  boys  do  after  the  giants  and  the  ferpent 
Tarafca  *  on  the  day  of  Corpus. 

*  The  figures  of  gigantic  men  and  a  large  ferpent 
are  carried  about  on  this  day,  by  way  of  fhev/ing  the 
conqueft  of  Chrift  over  the  powers  of  earth  and  hell. 

The  Serpent  is  called  Tarafca,  fay  the  etymologifh, 
from  Tip*<,  unde  to  rtfcbrTtaipi  &  in  plur.  id  wjiw¥ftt» 
monf.ra^  fcrtnitat  miracuia. 

k    •  The 
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The  rogue  of  an   Anthony  was  not  ig- 
norant  of  this  inclination  of  the  girls  of  his 
town,  and  therefore  went  out   as   a  difci- 
plinant  on  Maunday-Thurfday,  as  we  have 
already  faid.  At  a  league's  diftance  he  might 
have  been  known  by  CatanlaRebollo  (which 
was   the  name  of  his  fweet-heart,  neigh- 
bour, and  old-fchool-fellow)  becaufe  that, 
befldes  that  there  wis  no  other  cap  in   the 
whole  prcceflion  fo  fpruce  or  fo  frirT- /land- 
ing as  his  ;  he  wore  as  a  mark,  a  black 
girdle,  which    me   herfelf  had  given  him 
upon  his  taking  leave  on  St.  Luke's  day  to 
go  toVillagarcia.  She  never  took  her  eyes  oft 
from  him  during  the  whole  iblemnity,  and 
he,   who   knew  it  well,  took  gre2t  pains, 
what  vvith  crofting  his  arms,  bending  his 
body,    and    (Iretching    his    moulders,     to 
iCjueeze  out  as  much  blood  as  he  was  able, 
making   her   by  the   way,    unobferved   by 
others,    two  little  amorous  obeifances  with 
his  cap,   which  is  one  of  the  tender  paifes 
which  never  fails  to  penetrate   the  marri- 
ageable girls,  who  are  very  attentive  to  it; 
and  the  bumkin  who  mall  know  how  to  do 
it  with  the  mo  ft:  grace  may  pick  and  chufe 
amongft  them,  though  at  the  fame  time  he 
may  not  be  the  mod  expert   at   the  rural 
games  and   exercifes  of  any  in  the  place. 

At 
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At  length,  as  Anthony  had  made  hade  to 
give  himfelf  a  plentiful  bleeding,  it  hap- 
pened that  he  was  bid  to  go  home  and  take 
care  of  himfelf  by  one  of  the  majordomos 
who  fupervifed  the  procefiion,  before  it 
was  over.  Catania  took  herfelf  after  him, 
and  being  a  neighbour,  followed  him  into 
the  houfe,  where  there  flood  ready  the 
wine,  rofemary,  fait,  and  tow,  which  is 
all  the  apparatus  for  thefe  cures  :  they  well 
warned  and  prefTed  his  moulders,  left  any 
particles  of  the  glafs  might  remain,  end 
applied  the  pledgets ;  after  which  he  put  on 
his  ufual  cloaths,  and  wrapped  himfelf  up 
in  his  grey  cloak  3  all  the  reft  went  out 
again  to  fee  the  proceffion,  except  Catania, 
who  faid  file  was  tired  and  would  flay  to 
keep  him  company.  What  pafled  between 
thefe  two  is  not  known  j  only  it  appears 
by  the  annals  of  that  time,  that,  Anthony 
being  returned  to  Villagarcia,  a  malicious 
whifper  began  to  be  circulated  about  the 
place  j  it  appears  too  that  his  relations  in- 
tended he  fhould  foon  be  ordained  on  the 
title  to  the  chapelry  ;  that  he,  underhand, 
fet  the  girl  to  weaving  of  impediments  to 
it;  and  that,  to  make  fhort  of  the  matter, 
they  were  married  :  and  that  it  might  be 
feen  with  how  Jitriefear  of  God,  and  how 
Vol.  I.  I  much 
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much  wickednefs  thofe  evil  reports  had 
run  round  the  town,  the  good  creature  of 
a  Catania  was  not  delivered  till  the  com- 
petent and  legal  period. 

CHAP.     IV. 

In  which  the  promife  is  fulfilled. 


THE  aunt  Catania  Rebollo  *  then 
brought  forth  a  babe  as  fair  as  a 
flower ;  and  his  godfather  was  the  Licen- 
tiate Quixano  de  Perote,  a  chaplain  of 
Campazas,  who  formerly  had  a  mind  to 
marry  his  mother,  but  forbore  upon  find- 
ing that  they  were  kindred  in  a  prohibited 
degree  -f*.  The  godfather  was  very  urgent 
to  have  the  child  called  Perote,  in  memory 

*  In  Spain  women  retain  their  maiden  names  after 
they  are  married. 

-)•  But  he  muft  have  been  very  poor  if  he  could  not 
afford  to  purchafe  a  difpenfation. 

*'  In  Napoli,  fi  dice,  che  le  afToluzioni  fon  cofi  a  buon 
mercato  che  le  puttane,  delle  quali  venc  fono  venti  mila. 
Allorche  mi  trovava  cola,  un  uomo  di  bcl  tempo  aveva 
infornato  il  malaguida  ad  un  becco,  e  dopo  compratone 
Fafloluzione  dal  confciTore  revcrendiflimo,  un  fuo  amico 
gli  addomandu  il  prezzo  per  cui  l'aveva  comprata : 
mene  coflo,  rifpofe  egli,  quattro  ducati,  eper  quattro  al~ 
tri  avrei  ottenuto  una  Difpenfazione  pa  ammcgliarme  colla 
bejliaccia"    Lettere  Famigliari. 

or 
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or  allufion  to  his  own  appellative,  or  place- 
name  j  for  though  this  name  is  not  in  the 
calendar,  neither  is  there  that  of  Lain, 
Nuno,  Triftan,  Tello,  nor  Peranzules ;  yet 
it  is  plain  that  thefe  were  efleemed  men 
of  great  valour  and  confideration  :  thusfaid 
the  licentiate  Quixano,  alledging  in  fupport 
the  hiftories  of  Caftile  j  but  as  Anthony 
Zotes  had  not  read  them,  it  made  little  im- 
preffion  on  him ;  but  when  the  licentiate 
happened  to  add,  that,  in  the  calendar* 
Neither  were  the  names  of  Oliveros,  Or- 
lando, Florifmarte,  nor  that  of  Turpin, 
and  notwithstanding  it  did  not  hinder  him 
from  being  an  archbifhop,  he  cried  out* 
"  Well,  or  who's  an  afs  now  !  Not  I  ; 
fince  I  know  all  that  as  perfectly  as  if  I 
had  never  fludied  any  thing  elfe  all  my 
life." — -For  indeed  my  uncle  Anthony  was 
much  verfed  in  the  hiftory  of  the  twelve 
peers,  which  he  knew  by  heart  almoft  as 
well  as  the  dedication  of  the  gymnafiarc — • 
.**  Let  him  be  called  Perote,  and  let  us 
have  no  more  words  about  the  matter." 
But  the  parfon  of  the  parifh,  who  was 
prefent,  obferved,  that  Perote  Zotes  did  not 
found  well,  adding,  not  without  forne  fiy- 
nefs,  that  Zote  was  confcnant  to  Perote,  and 
that  he  had  read  fomewhere,  he  could  not 

I  2  tell 
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tell  where,  that  this  ought  to  be   avoided 
when  we  fpeak  in  profe.     "  Don't  let  your 
Reverence    trouble    yourfelf   about    that," 
faid  the  father  of  the  child,  w  for  neither 
do    Sancho  Revancho,    Alberto   Retuerto, 
Geromo  Palomo,  Antonio  Bolonio,  found 
well,  and  yet  we  fee  and  hear  nothing  elfe 
in  our  country.      Beiides  that  this  is  eafily 
remedied  by  calling  him  Perote  de  Campa- 
zas,    giving   him   for  an    appellative,   the 
name  of  this  town  of  ours  in  which  he 
was  born,  as  was  ufual  formerly  to  do  with 
great  men  according  to  what  the  moft  au- 
thentic hiftories  *  inform  us,  in  which  we 
find  mention  made  of  the  Oliveros  de  Caf- 
tilla,  of    Amadis   of   Gaul,  of  Arthur  of 
Algarve,  and  of  Palmerin  of  Hyrcania,when 
at  the  fame  time  it  is  plain  that  thefe  were 

*  Nctwithftanding  the  efforts  of  Cervantes  it  has  not 
been  poihble  to  extippate  the  rage  of  the  lower  Spanifh 
people  for  romances.  It  is  fo  rooted  in  them,  that  their 
favourite  "  Hiftory  of  the  Twelve  Peers"  is  in  fome 
places  called  the  Laus  perennis  de  los  Zapateros---ihe 
Prayer- book  of  the  fhoe  makers  or  mechanics.  However 
neceffitous  a  workman  be,  he  will  fave  money  to  provide 
himfelfwith  fo  entertaining  and  beautiful  a  romance; 
and  this  with  others  of  the  fame  ftamp,  which  Anthony 
Zotes  calls  the  moft  authentic  hiftories,  are  read  every 
day  at  their  idle  hours,  in  their  houfcs,  or  at  their  Sole- 
jars  or  funning-places,  where,  in  winter  time,  to  favc 
fuel,  which  is  very  fcarce,  they  frequently  afTemble, 
men,  women,  and  children,  in  great  numbers. 

not 
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not  their  true  appellatives  but  the  names 
of  the  provinces  or  kingdoms  which  gave 
birth  to  thefe  great  knights,,  who  after 
having  honoured  them  by  their  exploits 
would  in  this  manner  perpetuate  the  me- 
mory of  their  country  to  all  poftertty.  And 
this  was  ,the  cuftom  not  only  with  thofe 
*who  profeffed  arms,  but  thofe  likewife  who 
were  men  of  letters  and  wrote  many  fa- 
mous books  as  the  Pifcator  de  Sarrabal,  the 
Dios  Momo>  the  Carantamaida,  the  Laxa- 
rillo  de  'Tonnes,  the  Picara  'Jitjlina  *,  and 
many  others  which  I  have  read,  whofe 
authors,  leaving  their  proper  appellatives, 
took  that  of  the  places  where  they  were 
born  in  order  to  make  them  illuftrious  : 
and  my  heart  prefages  to  me  that  this  boy 
will  come  to  be  an  extraordinary  man,  and 
fo  at  prefent  let  him  be  called  Perry  de 
Campazas,  till  with  time  and  age  we  may 
call  him  full  out  Perote. 

*  Almanacs,  Books  of  Jeflrs,  and  Hiftories  of  arch 
Rogues  and  wanton  Jades  in  a  popular  ftyle.  The  Pif- 
cator de  Sarrabal  was  the  title  of  an  annual  publication 
by  an  ancient  aftrologer  of  Milan,  and  is  ftill  continued. 
There  are  likewife  o;her  Pifcator s,  as,  de  Andalufia,  de 
Salamanca^  Sec.  Thefe  Pifators  contain,  after  the  man- 
ner of  our  Almanacs  and  Diaries,  great  variety  of  ufe- 
ful  and  entertaining  matter,  as  Riddles,  Anagrams,  and 
Conundrums,  with  prognostications  of  many  rare  and 
interefting  articles,  as,  when  it  will  rain,  unlcfs  it  be 
fair  weather,  and  when  a  corn  mail  moil  advantageoufly 
i>e  cut,  &c. 
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"  Net  whilfli  I  am  alive,"  cried  my  aunt 
Catania   eagerly.     "  Pcrofi'  indeed  !    Pe-  \ 
rote  founds  juil  for  all  the  world  like  Pc- 
rcly  or   pipkin ;  and  mall   the  fon   of  my 
bowels  go  about  with  a  name  like  the  pip- 
kins which  are  toiled  about  the  kitchen  !" 
"  Silence,  good  folks !  Sew  up  your  mouths ! 
(fuddeniy  exclaimed  Antony  Zotes)  for  the 
moft  Stupendous  name  has   juft   (truck  me 
that  was  ever  given  to  man  born  of  a  * 
man,  and  which  (hall  be  given  to  my  little 
one.     Gerund  is  his  name,  and  no  other 
name  mall   he  have,  though  the   holy  fa- 
ther of  Rome  mould  come  a  fuppliant  be- 
fore me  and  befeech  it  on  his  very  knees. 
Firft  and  foremoft,    becaufe  Gerund  is  a 
name  that  is   fingular,   new,   and  out-of- 
the-way,  and   that   is  what  I  wifh  for  my 
fon  :  fecondly,  becaufe   I   remember   very 
well,  that  when  I  was  a  ftudent  with  the 
Theatines  at  Villagarcia,  I  once  took   fix 
places  in  my  clafs  for  a  Gerimds  and   it   is 
my  laft  and  final  will  to  make  the  memory 
of  that  exploit  immortal  in'my  family," 

And  Gerund,  accordingly,  he  was  nam^ 
ed,  neither  more  or  lefs  ;  and  very  early 
did  the  child  give  great  figns  of  what  he 
would  one  day  be.  For  before  it  could  be 
expected  from  his  years,  he  could  already  call 

his 
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call  his  mother  a  Sut   [Slut]  with   much 
grace,  and  faid,  "  dorit  inind  zoo"  [I  don't 
mind  you]  as  natural  as  if  he  had   been  a 
man  grown  -,  infomuch  that  he  gave  great 
diverfion  to   all   the   neighbours,  who  all 
agreed  that  he  would  come  to  be  the  honour 
of  Campazas.     A  lay  friar  palling  that  way 
—-who  was  accounted  a  faint,  becaufe  he 
thoued  every   body,    called   women,  far- 
punts,  and  the   virgin,  the  jhe-lamb — laid 
that  this  child  would  hereafter  be  a  friar, 
a  great  litterato,  and  a  ftupendous  preaeher. 
The  event  fulfilled  the  prophecy.     For,  as 
to  a  Friar,  that  fate  was  as  much  as  any  one; 
as  to  a  great  Litterato,  if  it  was  not  vere- 
fied  in  his  having  many  letters,  yet   as   to 
thofe  he  had  being  very  fat  and  bulky,  it 
was   completely   verified ;    and    as    to  his 
being  a  ftupendous   preacher,  heart  could 
not  wifli  for  more  ;  for  this  prefently  be- 
came the  moft  diftinguifhed  talent  of  our 
little  Gerry,  as  will  be  feen  in  the  courfe 
of  this  hiftory. 

Even  before  he  knew  how  to  read  or 
write,  he  knew  how  to  preach  :  for  as  fo 
many  friars,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  begging 
and  meffenger  kind,  the  Sabatine  oreachers, 
and  thofe  who  in  time  of  Lent  and  Ad- 
vent, went  about  preaching  at  the  neigh- 
I  4  bouring 
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bouring  market-towns,  called  at  his  father's 
houfe,  and  as  thefe,  fo;netimes  alked  by 
my  uncle  Anthony,  and  his  good  woman, 
my  aunt  Catania,  and  at  other  times  (which 
more  frequently  happened)  without  wait- 
ing to  be  afked  at  all,  brought  out  their 
papers  upon  the  table,  and  read  their  con- 
tents, juil  as  if  they  had  been  in  the  pul- 
pit, in  an  audible  and  preaching  voice,  our 
youngfter  took  great  pleafure  in  hearing  and 
afterwards  in  imitating  them,  imprinting 
mod  readily  on  his  memory  their  greateft 
abfurdities;  infomuch  that  thefe  abfurdities 
only  feemed  retainable  by  him;  and  that,  if 
by  miracle  any  good  thing  dropped  from 
them,  he  had  not  a  faculty  to  take  it. 

Upon  a  certain  occasion  there  came  to 
the  houfe,  in  the  time  of  the  harveft-queft, 
a  fmart  little  father,  with  a  bit  of  toupet 
on  his  frontifpiece,  ftrait-nccked,  red- 
bearded,  his  habit  clean,  and  the  folds 
handfome  and  regular,  a  neat  {hoe,  buck- 
fkin  breeches,  and  a  great  linger  of  histo- 
rical fongs  to  the  guitar,  from  whofe  knee 
Gerry  would  never  ftir,  becaufe  he  gave 
him  fugar-plumbs.  The  good  father  was 
made  up  of  an  equal  mixture  of  the  cox- 
comb and  the  blockhead,  and  was  fond  of 
relating  how,  when  he  was  a  member  of  a 

convent 
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convent  in  Salamanca,  his  fuperior  fent 
him  to  preach  the  All-Souls  fermon  at  Ca- 
brerizos,  a  village  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
that  univerfity,  and  how  he  had  been  ho- 
noured by  having  many  of  the  fenior  fel- 
lows, doctors,  and  profeflors  of  it  for  his 
hearers,  on  account  of  the  credit  he  had 
got  upon  the  occafion  of  a  rector  of  a  mi- 
nor college's  having  taken  his  degree,  who 
was  already  in  full  orders,  and  of  whom 
there  was  a  public  report,  that  after  hav- 
ing obtained  the  fub-diaconate  furreptiti- 
oudy,  he  had  been  confined  a  year  in  the 
ecclefiaftical  priibn  in  his  own  part  of  the 
country,  becaufe  three  modeft  young  wo- 
men had  laid  before  the  Signior  Provifor, 
three  contracts  of  marriage  made  by  him 
with  the  faid  young  women.  This  affair 
was  made  up  as  well  as  it  could,  and,  be- 
ing a  lad  of  genius,  he  went  to  profecute 
his  fludies  at  Salamanca.  At  the  taking 
his  degree,  our  little  Father,  who  was  his 
countryman,  made  for  him  at  his  defire 
one  of  the  orations,  which  began  with 
Apprehenderunt  feptcm  mulieres  virum  unum\ 
afterwards  he  lugged  in  Filii  tui  de  longe 
venient  &?  fillce  tuce  de  latere  /urgent  ;  nor 
would  he  omit,  or  leave  in  the  inkhorn  as 
we  fay,  fo  opportune  a  text  as,  Gencratio 

rettorum 
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re&orum  benedicetur.  And  though  texts  and 
paiTages  of  Holy  Scripture  in  fuch  compo- 
iitions,  purely  rhetorical  and  profane,  are 
as  difplaced  and  impertinent  as  the  verfes 
and  fables  of  heathen  poets  are  when  im- 
moderately ufed  in  fermons ;  and  notwith- 
standing the  fpeaker  of  it  ran  fairly  into  the 
excommunication  fulminated  by  the  coun- 
cil of  Trent  againfl  the  abufe  of  Scripture 
by  ludicrous  and  fatyrical  application  of  it, 
yet  this  oration  had  its  applaufe  as  a  won- 
derful performance,  and  our  faid  father  was 
dubbed  a  man  of  confequence  upon  it. 

As  it  was  known  then  that  he  was  to 
preach  the  All-Souls  fermon  at  Cabrerizos, 
it  is  true  enough  that  many  of  the  loungers 
of  Salamanca  (and  there  are  fuch  of  all 
orders  and  degrees)  who  are  pleafed  with 
whatever  is  extraordinary,  went  to  hear 
him :  and  the  good  father  remained  ever 
after  fo  fatisfied  with  his  fermon,  that  he 
frequently  repeated  many  claufes  of  it  in 
all  the  hoyfes  of  the  brethren  in  which  he 
was  entertained.  "  Now  hear,  Gentlemen, 
•'  I  conjure  you,  how  it  began,"  faid  he 
the  firft  night  after  fupper,  to  Anthony 
Zotes,  his  wife,  and  the  parfon  of  the  pa- 
rim,  who  had  ftepped  up  to  my  uncle's 
when  the  cloth  was  taken  away,  to  pay  his 

com- 
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compliments  to  the  flranger,  and  drink  a 
welcome  to  him,  as  is  the  cuftom  in  all 
places  where  people  are  well-bred. 

"  Fire,  lire,  fire !  the  houfe  is  on  fire  ! 
**  Domus  tnea  domus  orationis  vocabitur. 
"  Now,  Sexton,  touch  the  loud-founding 
*'  bells  :  In  cymbalis  bene  fonantibus.  Do  it 
"  fo  ;  for  to  toll  for  the  dead,  and  to  toll 
r  fire  is  the  fame  thing,  as  the  judicious 
**  Picenelus  remarks  :  Lazarus  amicus  nojler 
*f  dormit.  Water,  Sirs,  water!  for  the 
"  world  is  burning  .;  quis  da  bit  capiti  meo 
"  aquam  ?  the  intcrlineal,  qui  erant  in  hoc 
"  inundo;  Pagninus,  et  mundus  eum  non  cog- 
<(  v.ovit.  But  what  do  I  fee  !  alas,  Chrif- 
4t  tians,  the  fouls  of  the  faithful  are  in 
w  flames !  Fidelium  aiiimce  !  and  the  vora- 
((  cious  element  feeds  on  flowing  pitch; 
<c  Requiefcant  in  pace,  id  eft,  in  pice,  as  Va- 
"  tablus  explains  it.  Fire  of  God,  how  it 
"  burns  !  ignis  a  Deo  Hiatus.  But  now  re- 
"  joice  with  me,  for  behold  there  defcends 
(t  the  Virgin  del  Carmen  to  deliver  thofe 
"  who  have  worn  her  holy  fcapularies ; 
<!  fctipidis fuis.  Let  juftice  be  done,  fays 
"  Chrift;  Mercy  defend  us  !  fays  the  Vir- 
11  gin.     Ave  Maria.'1 

Anthony  Zotes  was  aftonimed;  my  aunt 
Catania  drivelled  with  delight;  the  parfon. 

of 
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the  parifh,  who  had  been  ordained  by  let- 
ters dimiflory  from  a  vacant  fee,  and  un- 
derftood  the  prayers  he  rehearfed  every  day 
as  well  as  any  nun  would  do,  looked  at 
him  with  amazement,  and  fwore  by  the 
four  Holy  Evangelifts,  that  though  he  had 
heard  the  moft  famous  Sabatine  preachers 
of  all  the  country  round  about  preach  at 
Campazas  in  the  Holy  Week,  yet  that  none 
of  them  could  touch  the  heel  of  his  fhoe. 
He  could  never  enough  extol  the  faceti- 
oufnefs  of  beginning  an  All-fouls  fermon 
with  Fire,  fire,  the  houfe  is  on  fire  /And  then 
what  an  ingenious  thought  was  that  of  its 
being  the  fame  thing  to  toll  for  the  dead 
and  to  toll  for  fire  !  "  Ay  but,  Sir,"  inter- 
rupted the  Father,  holding  him  out  his 
box  to  take  a  pinch,  "  there  is  more  foul 
in  that  than  appears  at  nrft  fight.  The 
fouls  of  the  defunct  are  either  in  heaven, 
or  they  are  in  hell,  or  they  are  in  purga- 
tory :  for  the  nrft,  there  is  no  occaiion  to 
toll,  for  they  want  not  our  prayers  or  af- 
fiftance  ;  nor  for  the  fecond  neither,  for 
they  will  not  profit  them'j  we  toll  then 
only  for  the  third,  that  God  may  deliver 
them  from  thofe  flames;  now  this  and  the 
tolling  for  fire— why,  you  fee,  there  it  all 
goes  together.     Now  go  on,  good  Sir,  with 

your 
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yourobfervations,  for  they  pleafe  me  much, 
and  I  fee  you  are  a  fenfible  man,  and  not 
like  a  certain  fenior  in  our  fociety,  who, 
though  he  has  weight  in  the  order,  and  is 
thought  to  have  learning  and  understanding, 
told  me,  (becaufe  he  has  owed  me  a  grudge 
ever  fince  I  refufed  him  my  vote  for  being 
fuperior  of  the  convent,)  that  the  fermon 
was  nothing  but  a  heap  of  abfurdities,  and 
fuch  as  were  cognizable  by  the  inquisi- 
tion." 

tf  We  are  all  but  men  (replied  the  par- 
fon)  and  thus  we  fee  even  thofe  who  profefs 
religion   are  not  exempt  from   envy.     In 
troth,  I  believe  his  Reverence,  this  fenior, 
never  in  his  life  hit  upon  fo  clever  a  thing 
as  that  of  Water,  water,  for  the  houfe  is  on 
fire  ;  iince,  after  having  tolled  the  bells  for 
fire,  it  came  in  excellently  pat  to  call  for 
water/'     "  Add  to  this,  Sir,  (faid  the  Fa- 
ther) that  here  too,  allufion  is  made  to  holy 
water,  which,  as  you  know  is  one  of  the 
mofl  powerful  affiftances  to  the  poor  fouls 
in  purgatory."     "  That  is  clear  (anfwered 
the  parfon)  becaufe  fire  is  extinguished  by 
water,  and  fo  I  explain  it  in  themafs  to  my 
parimioners,"      **  Ay,  Sir,  (faid  my  aunt 
Catania  briiky)  and  ever  lince  I  heard  your 
worfliip  preach,  I  take  care  to  filuijh  my 

mother's 
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mother's  grave  well  with  it ;  for  they  fay 
that  every  drop  of  holy  water  that  falls 
upon  it,  puts  out  a  drop  of  the  fire  of  pul- 
gatory"  «'  What  I  moil  admire  (continues 
the  parfon)  is,  the  propriety  of  the  texts  -, 
for  it  feems  no  otherwife  than  as  if  your 
paternity  carried  them  in  your  fleeve,  and 
when  you  fpeak  of  water,  directly  took  out 
a  text  that  fpeaks  of  water  ;  when  of  a 
licufe,  of  a  houfe  ;  and  when  of  the  world, 
of  the  world  ;  all  fo  clear,  that  any  one 
might  underftand  them  though  he  had  ne^ 
ver  fludied  Latin."  That  is  the  nicety  of 
it  (anfvvered  the  Father)  :  but  I  will  lay  a 
wager  you  don't  know  why  I  brought  in 
the  text  of  Lazarus  amicus  nojler  dormit, 
when  I  faid  that  to  toll  for  the  dead,  and 
to  toll  for  fire  was  the  fame  thing."  "  I 
confefs,  I  did  not  underftand  it  (faid  the 
honeft  parfon)  and  though  it  feemed  to  me 
befide  the  purpofe,  yet  as  I  fee  the  great 
genius  of  your  paternity,  I  attributed 
it  to  my  ignorance,  and  immediately  fup- 
pofed  it  mutt  undoubtedly  conceal  feme 
great  myftery."  ¥  And  fo  it  did  to  be  fure 
(proceeded  the  Father;)  for,  pray  tell  me, 
when  Chrifr.  raifed  Lazarus,  was  not  he 
dead  ?  So  fays  St.  Auguftin,  Lyra,  Car- 
tagena, and  many  .others ;  and  there  is  no 
7  doubt 


FRIAR    GERUND.     127 

doubt  but  that  this  is  the  mod  the  probable 
fenfe;  becaufe  though  the  text  fays  he  flept, 
dormit,  it  is  becaufe  death  is  called  fleep, 
as  is  learnedly  obferved  by  the  moft  wife, 
Idiota.  Well  now,  I  having  talked  of  toll- 
ing for  the  dead,  it  came  in  moil  charm- 
ingly, like  a  pearl,  as  we  fay,  to  fet  a  dead 
man  before  you.  And  why  mould  I  chufe 
Lazarus  rather  than  any  other  ?  Here  again 
is  the  nicety  of  it  ;  for  the  majordomo  of 
the  Fraternity  of  All-fouls  at  Cabrerizos 
was  called  Lazarus,  and  was  a  great  friend 
to  our  convent,  to  which  he  fent  every 
year  in  charity,  a  lamb  and  a  couple  of  gal- 
lons of  wine ;  for  that  reafon  I  laid  Laza- 
rus amicus  nojler  j  and  at  hearing  it  the  Al- 
calde, the  Regidor,  and  the  Notary,  who 
were  fitting  on  the  juflice-feat,  nodded 
their  heads  and  looked  much  at  one  an- 
other. The  parfon  could  not  contain  himfelf, 
but  rifing  from  his  feat,  and  throwing  his 
arms  round  the  father's  neck,  faid  almoft 
weeping  with  joy,  "  Father,  Father,  your 
paternity  is  a  very  devil  !"  And  Catania 
added,  "  BleiTed  are  the  wombs  which  bear 
fuch  fons !" 

Little  Gerry  was  very  attentive  to  all 
this,  and  never  took  his  eyes  off  the 
preacher.     But  as   the   converfation  grew 

long, 
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k. 

long,  and  it  was  fomewhat  late,  he  becarii* 
fleepy  and  fell  a-crying.  His  mother  put 
him  to  bed  j  and  in  the  morning,  (as  he 
had  flept  with  the  fluff  he  had  heard  from 
the  father  in  his  head)  as  foon  as  his  eyes 
were  open  he  got  upon  his  legs  in  his  little 
fhirt  upon  the  bed,  and  began  preaching 
the  over-night's  fermbn  with  much  grace, 
but  over  and  over,  without  connection,  be- 
ginning, or  end,  repeating  only  the  words 
nioft  eafy  to  be  pronounced  by  his  tender 
tongue,  in  his  own  manner,  as,  fire,  wa- 
ter, benns,  fexfon,  unken  Nuzarus,  Vatab- 
nus>  &c.  becaufe  he  had  not  yet  power  to 
pronounce  the  /.  Anthony  Zotes  and  his 
wife  were  fwallowed  up  in  rapture,  gave 
him  a  thoufand  kiffes  on  his  divine  little 
mouth,  awakened  the  collegiate  father, 
fent  down  directly  to  his  houfe  to  call  the 
parfon,  and  bid  the  child  repeat  the  fer- 
mon  before  them,  which  he  did  with  fo 
much  fpirit  and  freedom,  that  the  parfon 
gave  him  a  farthing  to  buy  nuts,  the  father 
iix  carravvay  comfits,  and  his  mother  a  bit 
of  plumb-cake  which  me  had  brought 
from  a  pilgrimage  * :  and  the  pious  foul  of 

*  Pilgrimages,  though  made  from  pious  motives,  »to 
vifit  the  image  cf  a  particular  faint,  make  offerings  to 
it,  and  implore  the  intercefhon  of  him  it  reprefents,  are 
generally  attended  Avith  circmuftance's  of  a  very  different 

com- 
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a  Catania  relating  the  prophefy  of  the 
bleffed  lay- brother — fo  *he  always  called 
him — they  all  agreed  that  this  child  was 
appointed  to  be  a  great  preacher ;  and  that 
it  was  necerlary  without  lofs  of  time  to  fend 
him  to  fchool  to  Villaornate,  where  there 
was  a  verv  famous  matter. 

if 

CHAP.       V. 

Of  the  abfur (titles  'ivkich  he  learned  in  the 
fchool  of  Villaornate. 

THIS  mailer  was  a  lame  man  ;  having 
broken  one  of  his  legs  when  he  was- 
ten  years  old  by  a  fall  in  climbing  after  a 
bird's  neft.  He  had  been  fcholar  to  a  fa- 
mous mafter  in  Leon,  who  at  one  fcriking 
could  make  a  bird,  at  another  a  canopy,  and 
with  an  A  or  an  M  at  the  beginning  of  a 
page  filled  all  the  firft  line  with  rlourimes. 
He  wrote  pieces  which  he  dedicated  to 
great  perfonages,  who  generally  paid  him 
well,  and  though  for  this  he  got  the  name 
of  the  mafter  Huntfenny^  he  was  not  dif- 
turbed  by  thefneerers,  nor  hindered  by  them 
from  paying  his  ridiculous  court.      Above 

complexion  ;  as  appears  from  the  common  proverb, 
that  "  In  even  a  fhort  piigiimage  there  is  much  wine 
and  little  wax"-. -much  jollity,  and  little  devotion. 

Vol,  I.  K  all, 
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all,  he  was  eminent  for  defigning  tliofe 
pieces  of  what  we  call  fmoaky  letters, 
from  their  being  extravagantly  be-flourifh- 
ed  -,  and  in  truth  he  would  paint  you  a 
motet  with  letters  fo  fmoaky,  that  if  they 
fnould  come  near  the  flame  of  a  candle 
they  would  catch  fire.  Of  this  illuilrious 
mailer  had  the  cripple  of  Villaornate  been 
a  fcholar ;  and  there  was  a  report  that  he 
proved  at  lead:  as  tip-top  a  flourifher  as  his 
mailer  himfelf. 

It  being  an"  agreed  thing  that  your  lame 
folk  are  generally,  from  their  more  feden- 
tary  lives,  learned  and  knowing  folk,  the 
Dot-and-go-one  of  whom  we  are  fpeaking 
did  not  difgrace  the  maxim,  though  it 
rnuil  be  confeiied  he  was  fomewhat  of  a 
coxcomical  and  eccentric  turn.  As  he 
proved  fo  excellent  a  penman,  he  immedi- 
ately thought  of  turning  it  to  the  beil  ac- 
count by  becoming  a  fchool-mafter^  and  to 
put  the  fini(hipg  llroke  to  his  acquiring  a 
freedom  of  hand,  he  hired  himfelf  for  two 
or  three  years  as  writer  to  the  notary  of 
St.  Millan,  who  was  a  curious  man,  and 
had  a  parcel  of  books,  all  in  our  own  lan- 
guage, fome  good  and  fome  good-for-no- 
thing. Amon»{l  thefe  were  three  little 
books  of  orthography,  whofe  authors  fol- 
4  lowed 
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lowed  very  different  and  oppofite  courfes ; 
the  one  infilling  that  a  ftricl:  regard  fhould 
be  paid  to  the  etymology  or  derivation  of' 
words  ;  the  other  that  we  fhould  write  ex- 
adily  as  we  pronounce  ;  and  the  third  that 
all  was  to  be  fubmittcd  to  cuflom.  Each 
one  brought  out  into  the  field,  rank  and 
file,  his  arguments,  proofs,  examples,  and 
authorities,  citing  academies,  dictionaries, 
lexicons,  ex  cmni  liu^tia,  tribu,  popzrfo,  et 
natione  \  each  one  maintained  his  preten- 
tions with  fuch  obflinate  valour  as  if  upon 
this  point  depended  the  prefervation  and 
rfience,  or  the  univerfal  ruin  and  deftruclion, 
of  the  whole  literary  world.  In  one  article 
they  all  agreed — that  orthography  was  the 
true  Havts  fiientiarwrt,  the  foundation  of 
all  good  knowledge,  the  principal  dcor  to 
the  temple  of  Minerva,  and  that  if  any  one 
entered  into  it  without  beinrr  a  °;ood  ortho- 
grapher,  he  entered  by  a  falfe  dcor,  fince 
there  was  not  in  the  world  a  more  lament- 
able thing  than  that  they  fhould  be  called  wri- 
ters who  did  not  know  how  to  write.  Upon 
this  ground  did  each  author  lay  about 
him,  and  make  the  devil  of  a  duft  in  defence 
of  his  own  particular  opinion.  As  to  the 
Etymologift,  his  very  heart  was  riven  with 
grief  at  feeing  innumerable  Spaniards  write 
K  2  Ef- 
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Efpana  [Spain]  without  an  II,  in  extreme 
derogation  to  the  honour  of  their  own 
country,  this  name  being  derived  from 
Hifpania,  and  that  from  Hifpaan,  the  hero 
who  performed  fo  many  valorous  exploits 
in  the  chace  of  conies,  whence  the 
whole  country,  remarkable  for  its  num- 
ber of  conies,  came  in  the  Punic  tongue 
to  be  called  Hrfpanici.  Or  if  you  will 
have  it  derived  from  He/pcrus,  it  has  a 
flill  more  noble  origin,  iince  it  comes 
from  no  other  than  the  bright  evening-flar, 
who  is  lord  of  the  bedchamber  to  the  fun, 
and  gives  him  his  night-cap  when  he  goes 
to  bed,  which,  as  it  is  very- plain  to  be  feen, 
he  always  does  in  the  celeftial  territory  of 
cur  beloved  country  :  to  take  from  it  the  H 
with  facrilegious  impiety,  is  to  obfeure  all 
the  fplendor  of  its  illuftrious  defcent.  And 
are  they  who  do  this  to  be  called  Spaniards ! 
O  indignity  !  O  indecorum  ! 

But  where  he  loft  all  the  ftirrups  of  his 
patience  and  his  reafon  too,  was,  in  the 
bafe  and  barbarous,  the  fcandalous  cuitom, 
or  corruption  rather,  of  fubftituting  the 
Greek  T,  as  the  conjunction  and  in  the 
place  of  the  Latin  I,  which,  befides  be- 
ing more  neat  and  trim,  has  more  affinity 
with  the  et  of   the  fame  language  from 

,.     which 
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which  we  take  our  /.  The  T  moreover, 
has  a  mod  grofs  and  ruftic  form,  fince 
it  refemblcs  the  great  fork  with  which 
clowns  load  hay  upon  their  carts,  and  Was 
it  for  no  other  than  this  moft  weighty  rea- 
fon,  it  ought  to  be  banifhed  from  all  po- 
lifhed  and  elegant  writing.  "  Therefore 
(faid  this  Etymologift)  when  I  fee  people 
write y  Peter,  y  James,  y  John,  inftead  of 
/Peter,  /James,  /John,  my  bowels  Jearn, 
I  become  Jbnd,  and  cannot  refrain- from 
helping  between  my  teeth,  Jokes  and 
Jellings  be  your  portion  !  And  on  the  con- 
trary I  think  I  can  never  fufficiently  mefs 
the  moft  celebrated  authors  who  know 
what  is  their  true  conjunction,  and  amongft 
others  the  two  profeffors  of  famous  uni- 
verfities,  both  the  immortal  honour  of  pre- 
fent,  and  the  envy  of  future  times,  who 
in  their  two  moft  important  treatifes  on 
orthography,  have  laboured  to  reftore  the 
Latin  /  to  the  throne  of  his  anceftors  with 
glorious  zeal;  for  which  I  do  fay  and  will  fay 
a  thoufand  times  that  amongft  all  the  bleff- 
ed  they  are  moft  bleffed." 

He  was  not  fallen  fhort  of  by  the  ether 
author,   who,  defpifmg  etymology  and  de- 
rivation,   maintained    that    in    living   lan- 
guages, we  ought  to  write  as   we   fpeak, 
K  3  with- 
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without  a  (ingle  letter's  being  taken  away, 
lliat  was,  or  being  added  that  was  nots 
pronounced.  It  was  pleafant  to  fee  how 
he  warmed,  how  he  mounted,  how  he 
grew  iniuriate,  againft.  the  introduction  of 
fo  many  hh,  nn,  Js,  and  other  impertinent 
letters  which  are  not  founded  in  our  pro- 
nunciation. "  In  the  name  of  God  and 
the  king — faid  this  chap,  who  could  be 
no  other  than  a  Portuguese  by  his  fwag- 
gering  and  arrogance — if  we  pronounce 
onour,  our,  eir,  erbs,  without  this  afpira- 
tion,  or  perfpiration,  that  there  is  fuch  a 
fufs  about,  why  are  we  to  flick  to  thefe 
words  the  uncalled-for,  intruding  h,  which 
is  as  much  a  letter  as  it  is  a  fool's 
head,  and  but  a  note  or  afpirative  point  ? 
Then  as  to  the  nn,  fs,  pp,  and  other  dou- 
ble letters  which  we  wade  in  the  moil: 
miferable  manner  in  the  world— -if  pq/ion 
founds  the  fame  with  one  s  as  with  two, 
and  inoccnt  as  well  with  a  fingle  as  a  dou- 
ble n,  ut  quid  per  ditto  hcec?  What  is  this 
but  to  wade  ink,  paper,  and  time,  againll 
all  the  rules  cf  good  economy  ?  I  fay  no- 
thing of  the  prodigality  with  which  we 
fquander  away  a  prodigious  ftock  of  us, 
which,  though  they  are  of  no  fervice  to 
us,  might  be  of  great  afliltance  to  many  a 
poor  nation,  which   has  fcarcely  got  an  u 

to 
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to  its  mouth  5  as  for  example  ;  quefilon 
quality,  quarter ',  and  indeed  all  the  words 
beginning  with  this  letter,  which  compre- 
hends in  itfelf  the  pronunciation  of  the 
u  ;  they  may  therefore  be  written,  qejlion, 
qality,  qarter,  &c.  and  a  great  (lore  of  us 
laid  up  againfr.  a  time  of  need." 

On  the  contrary  the  orthographift  who 
held  cuftom  to  be  the  guide  and  directrefs 
in  this  matter  delivered  himfelf  very  lim- 
ply and  unaffectedly,  and  laughing  at  thofe 
who  confumed  their  natural  heat  on  fuch 
trifles,  faid,  that  to  write  as  our  grand- 
fires  had  written  was  a  fuffieient  rule ;  es- 
pecially as  in  this  affair  of  orthography  as 
yet  there  were  but  few  certain  and  gene- 
rally-admitted principles  eftablifhed,  and 
that  in  the  reft  every  one  framed  thofe 
which  his  fancy  fuggefted.  Mailer  Mar- 
tin (fo  was  our  hopping  pedagogue  call- 
ed, and  fometimes  Maimed  Martin)  Mailer 
Martin,  who,  as  we  have  hinted,  was  ra- 
ther inclined  to  follow  an  eccentric  rhnmby 
read  all  the  three  treatifes ;  and  as  he  faw 
that  the  thing  was  for  the  mod  part  arbi- 
trary, and  that  every  one  walked  in  the 
paths  of  his  own  heart,  a  moil  flrange  idea 
took  poflefiion  of  his  imagination.  It 
feemed  to  him  that  he  had  as  good  preten- 
K  4  fions 
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fions  to  be  the  inventor,  founder,  and  patri- 
arch of  a  new  fyftem  of  orthography,  as  any 
jackanapes  of  them  all ;  and  his  vanity 
even  flattered  him  that  he  might  perhaps 
come  or.t  with  one,  till  then  never  heard 
or  thought  of,  which  mould  be  more  jult 
and  rational  than  any  hitherto  difcovered  ; 
figuring  to  himfelf,  that,  if  he  ihould  hap- 
pily effect  this,  he  mould  be  the  mod  fa- 
mous mailer  that  had  ever  been  in  the 
world  from  the  foundation  of  fchools  to 
the  in/titution  of  Efculapiufes* ,  inclujive. 

Full  of  this  idea  he  began  thus  to  reafon 
with  himfelf:  "  God  defend  me!  Are 
not  words  the  images  of  our  conceptions, 
and  were  not  letters  invented  to  reprefent 
words,  by  which,  when  all  is  faid  and 
done,  do  not  they  alfo  come  to  be  repre- 
fentatives  of  conceptions  ?  Well  now, 
thofe  letters  which  fhall  beft  reprefent 
what  is  conceived,  mult  of  courfe  be  the 
moft  proper  and  adequate  -,  and  thus,  when 
I  conceive  a  fmali  thing,  miift  I  not  write 
it  with  a  fmall  letter,  and  a  great  concep- 
tion with  a  great  letter  ?  For  inftance,  can 
any  thing  be  more  impertinent  than,  fpeak-* 
jng  of  of  a  Leg  of  Beef,  to  write  it  with 

*  A  corruption  from  Efcuclas  pias,  fchools  of  chari- 
tabic  foundation. 
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an  /  as  fmall  as  if  I  was  fpeaking  of  the  /eg 
of  a  /ark ;  or  when  treating  of  a  .Mountain, 
to  make  ufe  of  fuch  a  little  fcoundrel  m  as 
if  I  was  talking  of  a  /woufe  ?     This  is  not 
to  be  borne,  and  has  been  a  moft  grofs  and 
fatal  inadvertency  in  all  who  hitherto  have 
written.     A   pleafant   thing  indeed,  or  to 
fpeak  properly,  moft  ridiculous,  to  equal 
Zaccheus  in  the  Z  with  Zabulon  and  with, 
^orababel !     The    fir  ft,   it   is    plain    from 
fcripture,  was  a  little  tiny  fellow,  almoft 
a  dwarf,  and  the  two  others  any  perfon  of 
judgment  conceives   to  be  at  leaft  as  great 
and  corpulent  as  the  biggeft  giant  on  the 
day  of  Corpus.     And  to   think   that  they 
did  not  fill  as  much  fpace  of  air  as  they  fill 
of  the  mouth,   proportione  fervata,   is   an 
idle  ftory.     Now  behold,  let  ^accheus  and 
Zabulon  go  forth  on  paper,  and  being  or 
having  been  fo  unequal  in  their  bulk,  is  it 
juft,  is   it  reafonable,  they  appear  equal  in 
the   writing !  It  can    never   be ;  'tis  mod 
highly  ridiculous.     Item,  if  one  is  fpeaking 
of  a  man  in  whom  all  things  were  great, 
as  if  one  mould  fay  a  St.  Auguftin,  fetting 
forth  his  Talents,  his   Genius,  his  Com- 
pretienfion,  muft  we  write  and  paint  upon 
paper  thele  gigantic  endowments  with  let* 
ters  as  minute  and  indivifible  as  if  we  were 

fpeaking 
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fpeaking  by  companion  of-thofe  of  the  au- 
thor of  "The  Epic  poem  on  the  life  of  St.  An* 
thony,  and  others  of  the  fame  ikimp  ?  This 
would  be  not  only  ridiculous,  but  highly 
often  five  to  the  greatnefs  of  an  holv  father 
of  fuch  magnitude.  Befides,  what  ikill  can 
be  greater  than  to  enable  any  reader,  with 
only  opening  the  book,  and  before  he  reads 
a  word  of  it,  to  know  by  the  fize  and  mul- 
titude of  the  great  letters  that  Grand,  Mag- 
nificent, and  Huge  Matter  is  contained 
therein  ;  and  on  the  contrary,  in  feeing 
that  all  the  letters  are  of  regular  and  even 
ftsture,  except  here  and  there  one,  which 
by  its  particular  make  over-tops  the  reft, 
like  a  few  fmall  enfigns  in  a  proceflion,  he 
may  immediately  fliut  the  book  and  not 
lofe  his  time  in  reading  it,  knowing  at  one 
caft  of  his  eye  that  it  treats  only  of  very  or- 
dinary and  common  things  ?  I  will  ex- 
plain this  in  an  example  from  a  ftupendous 
fermon  preached  upon  this  very  Saint,  the 
heft  I  ever  heard,  or  expect  tohear,  in  all  the 
days  of  my  life.  The  preacher  was  putting 
a  queftion-^to  be  refolved  by  himfelf — > 
why  St.  Auguftin  was  called  The  Great  Fa- 
ther of  the  Church,  and  no  other  holy  father 
or  doctor  of  it  had  this  Epiteft  (fo  maimed 
JVhrtin  called  it)  and  aniwered — 

«  Becaufe 
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ft  Becaufe  my  Auguftin  was  not  only  the 
Great  Father,  but  the  Great  Mother,  and 
the  Grandfather  of  the  Church.  Great 
Father,  becaufe  before  his  converfion  He 
had  many  fons,  though  no  more  than  one 
pf  them  was  gained.  Great  Mother,  be- 
caufe He  conceived  and  brought  forth 
many  books.  Grandfather,  becaufe  He 
begot  the  Hermits  of  St.  Auguftin,  and 
the  Hermits  of  St.  Auguftin  afterwards  be- 
got all  the  Mendicant  Fraternities,  who 
follow  His  holy  rules  and  courfes,  and  who 
are  all  Grand-daughters  of  the  Great  Au- 
guftin. And  let  the  Judicious  Hearer  ob- 
ferve  by  the  way  that  the  Courfes  deftroy 
the  Maternity,  and  the  Courfes  were  what 
fecured  the  Paternity  of  my  Great  Father. 
Magnus  Parens." 

"  This  piece  of  a  fermon— that  I  heard 
with  thefe  very  ears,  which  the  earth  has 
to  fwallow,  and  a  poor  ignorant  crazy 
wretch,  though  he  had  the  credit  of  being 
a  fcholar  and  a  man  of  judgment,  treated 
as  filthy,  ftinking,  ftupid,  and  worthy  of 
fire;  but  to  me  it  appeared,  and  does  frill 
at  this  day  appear,  the  greateft  thing  in  the 
world — I  fay  that  this  piece  of  a  fermon, 
written  as  it  is  written,  that  is,  with  capi- 
tal and  majeftic  letters  in  all  that  relates  to 

St. 
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St.  Auguftin,  calls  at  firfl  fight  the  atten- 
tion of  the  reader,  who  feeing  it  mutt  treat 
of  grand  affairs,  and  not  able  to  contain 
himfclf,  is  carried  by  an  irrefiftible  pro- 
penfity,  regardlefs  of  confequences,  to  read 
it  :  whereas  on  the  contrary,  had  it  been 
written  with  ordinary  letters,  he  would 
have  very  (lightly  regarded  it,  and  perhaps 
returned  it  to  its  fhelf  without  reading  a 
fingle  word.  So  that  the  advantages  of  my 
orthography  will  be,  in  the  firft  place,  the 
fuitablenefs  of  the  letters  to  the  concep- 
tions which  they  reprefent;  fecondly,  the 
preferving  of  decorum  towards  the  perfon- 
ages  who  are  treated  of;  thirdly,  a  power- 
ful excitement  of  the  attention  of  the 
reader;  and  in  the  fourth  place  I  may  add, 
an  encreafe  of  beauty  to  the  writing  itftlf ; 
fince  capital  letters  are  upon  paper  what 
large  trees  are  in  a  garden,  which  at  once 
both  dignify  and  adorn  it,  and  immediately 
give  all  beholders  to  underttand  that  this  is 
the  garden  of  a  man  of  affluence  and  tafte; 
whilft  a  book  all  of  equal  and  fmall  letters 
looks  at  beft  but  as  a  mere  kitchen-garden, 
fit  only  fo  lie  behind  a  convent  of  friars,  or 
furnifh  cabbages  for  the  market." 

With  thefe  wife  and  weighty  confedera- 
tions the  extravagant  Matter  Martin  became 

f* 
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fo  enamoured  of  his  new  orthography,  that 
he  refolved  to  profecute,  and  to  teach  it. 
And  the  fchool  of  VTillaornate  bein?  then 
vacant,  by  the  promotion  of  the  late  maf- 
ter  to  the  Notaryship  of  Cojezes,  he  ftood 
candidate  for  it,  and  got  it  with,  a  wet  fin- 
ger, for  his  fame  was  already  fpread  abroad 
by  the  clients  who  flocked  to  the  Notary 
with  whom  he  lived  at  St.  Millan.  From 
the  report  of  fo  flupendous  a  matter,  chil- 
dren tumbled  in  from  all  parts  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood as  thick  as  hops  ;  and  Anthony 
Zotes  and  his  wife  refolved  to  fend  Gerry 
thither,  that  his  aptitude  for  learning  might 
be  properly  cultivated.  Mailer  Martin  re- 
ceived him  with  much  endearment,  and  im- 
diately  began  to  diftinguim  him  from  a- 
mongfl  the  reft  of  the  children.  He  feated 
him  clofe  by  himfelf ;  cut  him  ftyles,or  little 
flicks  to  point  out  his  letters  with  ;  wiped 
his  nofe;  gave  him  nuts  and  the  parings  of 
his  apples  -,  and  when  the  child  wanted  to 
go  forth,  being  but  lately  acquainted  with 
breeches,,  and  not  very  ikilful  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  them,  the  matter  himfelf  let 
them  down  for  him,  end,  tucking  up  his 
fmall  meafure  of  linen,  held  him  out  in  a 
proper  poftu re  in  the  yard  'till  his  little  oc- 
casions were  performed.     All  was  not  gold 

S  that 
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that  glittered  ;  and  the  i\y  rogue  knew  very 
well  that  his  kindnefies  to  Gerry  would 
not  be' loft,  or  put  in  a  rent  fack,  as  we  fay^ 
for  the  good  folks  at  home  were  delighted 
beyond  meafure  with  them  ;  and  befidcs 
paying  him  very  punctually  the  fix-pence  a 
im-nth,  the  Saturday's  cake  (and  what  their 
fon  brought  was  the  beft  and  largeft)  and 
always  accompanied  by  a  couple  of  turkey 
eggs  as  large  and  fair  as  the  ivory  balls 
ufed  to  play  with  at  T'rucos  ^*H*sbefkles  this, 
I  fay,  when  they  killed  a  hog,  there  were 
three  black-puddings  made  lure  of,  with 
a  good  piece  of  the  flake,  without  taking 
into  the  account  the  rectum  fluffed  with 
black-pudding,  and  two  good  yards  of  fau- 
fage,  which  were  carefully  hung  by  as  a 
regale  for  the  day  of  the  Saint  whofe  name 
he  bore.  And  when  Madam  was  brought 
to  bed — fo  the  children  called  the  miftrefs 
■ — it  was  a  known  thing  that  the  aunt  Ca- 
tania fent  her  a  prefent  of  the  two  fatteft 
fowls  of  any  (lie  had  in  the  yard,  and  a 
pound  of  choice  bifcuits,  which  were  fent 
for  on  purpofe  from  Villamanan.  With 
this  Madam  and  Sir  almoft  vied  who  mould 
make  moil  of  Gerry,  infomuch  that  Madam 

*  A  game  refembling   Billiards,  but  the  balls   are 
much  larger  than  thole  uled  at  Billiards. 

cut 
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cut  his  nails   every  Saturday,   and  once  a 
fortnight  difpeopled  his  head. 

CHAP.     VI. 

By  which  the  fifth  Chapter  is  divided,  as  i& 
.     grows  long. 

OW  with  this  care  which  the  matter 
took  of  Gerry,  with  the  application 
of  the  child,  and  with  his  quicknefs  and  good 
parts,  which    he  really    had,    he  learned 
eaiily  and  expeditioufly  whatever  was  taught 
him.     His  misfortune  was  to  fall  ever  into 
the  hands  of  (lovenly  and  whimfical  matters, 
like  the  maimed  Martin,  who,  in  all  the 
faculties,  taught   him  a    thoufand   follies, 
forming  him  from  a  child  to  (o  particular  a 
tatte  for   every  thing  that  was   ridiculous, 
impertinent  and  extravagant,  that  he  could, 
never  leave  it;  and   though  he  often  met 
with   able,    wife,    and  experienced    men, 
who  endeavoured  to  open  his  eyes  that  he 
might  diftinguiih  good  from  evil  (as   will 
be  feen  in  the  courfe  of  this  punctual  hif- 
tory)  it  was  never  poffible  to  difmount  him 
from  his  hobby- horfe—fo  ftrong  a  tincture 
•did  his  mind  retain  of  the  firft  abfurdities 

that 
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that  were  poured  into  it.  Matter  Martin 
invented  every  day  greater  and  greater  fol- 
lies ;  and  having  read  in  a  book,  intitled 
The  Mafier  of School- Majlers,  that  particu- 
lar care  mould  be  taken  to  teach  children 
their  native  and  mother-tongue  with  pu- 
rity and  propriety,  —  becaufe  experience 
mews  that  the  incongruity,  barbarifms, 
and  folecifras,  with  which  many  natives 
fpeak  all  their  lives  are  owing  to  the  bad 
manner,  improprieties,  and  wrong  phra- 
feology  which  ftick  to  them  in  childhood — 
he  was  very  fiudious  to  make  them  fpeak 
the  Spanim  tongue  well.  But  it  happened 
that  he  himfelf  could  not  poflibly  fpeak  it 
worfe  than  he  did  ;  for  as  he  was  fo  whim- 
fical  ana  rlrange  in  his  mode  of  conceive 
ing,  in  like  manner  as  he  had  invented  a 
molt  extravagant  orthography,  he  had  alfo 
taken  it  into  his  head  that  he  could  invent 
a  language  nolefs  extravagant. 

Whilil  he  was  writer  to  the  Notary  at 
St.  Milan,  he  had  obferved  in  various  pro- 
ceffes  fuch  expreffions  as  thefe,  Mary  Ga- 
vilan,  tht  fourth  untnefs,  being  examined, 
Gfc.  Ann  Palomo,  the  eighth  ivitnefs,  &c. 
this  hurt  him  infinitely  ;  for,  faid  he  with- 
in himfelf,  if  a  man  is  a  witnefs,  a  woman 
rnuft  necefTarily  be  a  idtnefefs,  fince  other- 
wife, 


FRIAR    GERUND.       i45 

Wife,  the  fexes  are  confounded,  and  inflead 
of  Spanifh,  it  feems  the  barbarous  dialect 
of  Bifcay.  Neither  could  he  fufrer  that 
the  author  of  "  The  Life  and  Miracles  of 
St.  Catherine"  mould  fay,  Catherine,  the 
JubjeEl  of  our  hiftory ;  feeming  to  him  that 
Catherine  and  fubjefl  were  falfe  concord, 
fince  it  amounted  to  the  fame  as  to  fay,  Ca- 
therine, the  man  of  our  hi/lory,  it  being  a 
plain  cafe  that  men  only  ought  to  be  called 
fubjecls,  and  women  fubjeBefles.  But  if  he 
met  in  a  book  with  fuch  an  expreflion  as, 
She  was  not  a  common  woman,  but  a  genius 
and  an  elegant  writer,  he  totally  loft  his 
patience,  and  faid  to  his  fcholars,  all  fu- 
rious and  flaming  with  wrath,  "  Intolera- 
ble !  What  is  there  more  to  be  done,  but  to 
take  off  our  beards  and  breeches  and  put 
them  upon  women  !  Why  mould  it  not  be 
faid,  She  was  not  a  common  woman,  but  a 
geniufefs  and  a?i  elegant  writrix  ?"  And  by 
this  fame  rule  he  taught  them  that  they 
mould  never  fay  el  alma  for  la  alma,  el  agua 
for  la  agua,  &c.  where  the  mafculine  arti- 
cle is  joined  with  a  feminine  noun  to  ore- 
vent  the  hiatus  of  the  open  vowels  ;  fix  :e 
to  comply  with  cuftom  in  this  particular 
was  amongft  the  ridicularia  of  the  learned, 
intolerant,  and  intolerable  Barbadino. 
Vol.  I.  L  Above 
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Above  all  he  was  exceedingly  diftnrbed 
at  thole  words  in  Spaiiim.  which  begin  with 
arre  *?  as   arrepentirfe,    arremcngarfe,   &c. 
fwearing  and  forfwearing    that   he   would 
not  red  'till  he  had  banifbed  them  from  all 
the  dominions  of  Spain,  as  it  was  impofll- 
ble  but   that   they  mufl  have  been   intro- 
duced by  fome    of  the   carriers  who  con- 
reti    the    baggage    of    the    Goths   and 
Arabs.     Pie  told  the  children  that  to  fpeak 
in   this   manner  was   ill-breeding,  and   to 
treat  people  like  mules  and  afTes.     And  to 
this  purpofe  he  related,  that  a  certain  reve- 
rend father  walking  in   the  ftreets  of  Sala- 
manca with  a  young  Iriih  friar  as  his  com- 
panion,  who   was  lately  tranfplanted,  and 
not  yet  well  acquainted  with  our  language, 
met  in  River-ftreet  with  a  parcel  of  water- 
carriers  following  their  loaded  afTes,  and  cry- 
ing arre 3  arre.  The  young  Irimman  afked  the 
father  what  was  the  meaning  of  are — pro- 
nouncing the  r  foftly,  as  it  iscuftomary  with 
'Grangers — the  father  anfwered  him  that  it 
was  intended  to  make  the  afTes  get  on.   Soon 
after  the  father  meets  an  old   friend,  and 
flood  talking  with  him  in  the  ftreet  fo  long 

*  Hie  gti   ho    of  the  Spaniards,    or   expreflion    to 

quicken  the  motion  of  tiieir  cattle  ;  two  i")  liable*,  mid 
the  aCctnt  flrong  upon  the  firft  r. 

that 
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that  the  Irifhman  was  out  of  patience,  and 
not  knowing  how  toexprefs  himfelf  other- 
wife,    he  took  hold    of  Hs    companion's 
fleeve,  and   faid   to   him  with  great  plea- 
fan  try,  "  Are,  Father,  Are"  which  was  ce- 
lebrated throughout  Salamanca  with  much 
laughter.     "  But  now  (faid  Matter  Martin 
Very   much  incenfed)    whether  arre  goes 
alone,  or  accompanied  by  other  letters,  fiill 
it  is  always  arre,  and  it  is  always  a  mod: 
mameful  difcourtefy  to  treat  rational  crea- 
tures in  this  manner  :   and  therefore  I  give 
you  notice,  (and  mind  you  remember  it!) 
that  if  any  of  you  unhandfomely  arre  my 
iears,  I  will  handfomeiv  arre  his. a — ■"  and 
he  out  with  it  roundly.     Juft  at  this  time 
one  of  the  little  ones,  who  was  not  yet  in 
breeches,  being  taken  with  a  neceffary  call, 
fet  himfelf  before  the  matter,  and  making 
the  ufual  fign,   afked  him  to  go  forth  with 
much  innocence,  but  added,   that  he  did 
not  know  how  to  arremangarfe  or  tuck  up 
his  coats.- — ((  Then  I'll  teach   thee,  thou 
greatett  of  all   rafcals,"  faid  Martin  in   a 
rage,  fnatching  the   rod  ;  and,  no  fooner 
faid  than  done,  he  threvy  back   his  fkirts, 
and  laid   him   on    a  found  whipping,  re- 
peating between  whiles,    "  There,  there, 
fee  how  you  arre  me  again  in  a  hurry !" 

L2  All 
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All  thefe  lefTons  did  our  little  Gerry  tak(? 
admirably  well;  and  as  he  Iikewife  learned 
in  a  little  more  than  a  year  to  read  print,  and 
written  hand,  and  laW-procefTes,  and  alio 
to  make  pot-hooks  and  hangers,  and  was 
almoftin  whole  joining,  the  matter  thought 
it  incumbent  on  him  to  cultivate  him  more 
and  more,  teaching  him  all  the  raoft  ab- 
itrufe  and  recondite  matters  he  was  him- 
felf  acquainted  with,  and  with  which  he 
had  (hone  at  more  than  two  meetings  of 
the  fraternity  he  belonged  to,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  fome  of  the  clergy  who  were  ef- 
teemed  the  moil  mighty  moraliftsof  all  the 
country;  one  of  which,  who  had  all  Lar- 
raga*  at  his  fingers'  ends,  and  was  a  man 
that  foared  out  of  fight,  was  thunderftuck 
and  dumb-founded  upon  hearing  him  on 
fuch  an  occafion. 

Now  it  happened,  as  his  evil  genius  or 
ill-luck  wTere  everfetting  before  poor  Mar- 
tin all  manner  of  ridiculous  things,  and  as 
he  had  the  knack  of  making  whatever  was 
the  reverfe  appear  to  be  fuch  in  his  mouth, 
that  a  Spaniih  comedy,  entitled,  El  Villano 
Ccsoalkro,  or,  The  Clown  turned  Gentle- 
leman,  a  bad  copy  of  one  written  in  French 

*  A  bock  of  moralityin  which  candidates  for  orders 
arc  examined. 

by 
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by  the  incomparable  Moliere,  with  alrnoft 
the  fame  title,  fell  into  his  hands.  In  this 
comedy  is  a  pleafant  banter  on  thofe  pe- 
dantic pedagogues  who  wafre  their  time  in 
teaching  children  things  impertinent  and 
ridiculous,  of  which  the  ignorance  is  of  as 
much  importance  as  the  knowledge  ;  and 
to  exemplify  this  a  matter  is  introduced  to 
the  new-made  gentleman  to  teach  him  how 
the  vowels  and  confonants  are  pronounced. 
Now  what  does  you  me  this  maimed  Mar- 
tin, this  Diable  Boiteux  o'  my  fins,  but 
learn  all  this  pleafant  pall  age  by  heart,  and, 
being  as  maimed  in  his  noddle  as  he  was 
in  his  fupporters,  underftand  it  all  with 
the  greateft  ferioumefs  in  the  world,  fi- 
guring to  himfelf  what  in  reality  was  no 
other  than  a  moh:  delicate  fatire  as  a  Jeffon 
fo  important,  that  without  it  there  could 
not  be  a  fchool-m after,  who,  before  God 
and  in  confcience,  ought  to  be  one  ! 

One  day  then,  having  corrected  the 
tafks  with  more  hafte  than  ufual,  he  called 
Gerry  to  him,  made  him  fland  before  the 
table,  rung  the  bell  for  filence,  ordered  all 
the  boys  to  be  attentive,  and  addreffing 
himfelf  to  our  youngfter  faid,  with  great 
gravity,  "  Tell  me,  fon,  how  many  letters 
are  there  ?"  '*  I  don't  know,  Sir,"  an- 
L  3  fwered 
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fwered  Gerry  readily*  "  for  I  have  not 
counted  them."  "  Then  you  are  to  know 
(continued  Martin)  there  are  twenty-four, 
and  if  you  doubt  it,  count  them."  The  child 
counted  them,  and  faid  with  intrepidity, 
'*  Sir,  in  my  book  there  are  twenty-five. " 
"  Thou  art  a  blockhead  (replied  the  mai- 
ter)  becaufe  the  two  fir  ft  A  a  are  but  one 
letter  with  a  different  form  or  figure  :"  he 
faw  he  had  hurt  his  beloved  little  fcholnrj 
and,  to  reaiTure  hima  added,  "  but  I  don't 
wonder  that  you,  being  but  a  child,  and  not 
having  been  above  a  year  at  fchool,  mould 
not  know  the  number  of  the  letters,  for 
many  men  do  I  know  who  are  full  of  grey 
hairs,  who  are  called  •  moft  learned,  and 
who  are  feen  in  high  pods  and  dignities, 
who  yet  do  not  know  the  letters  of  the  al- 
phabet-—-but  thus  goes  the  world  !"  And 
upon  faying  this  he  drew  a  mod  profound 
figh.  "  The  fault  of  this  fatal  ignorance 
is  to  be  laid  to  the  date  and  magiftracy, 
which  admit  for  fchool-maflers  idiots  who 
are  not  fit  to  be  made  altar-boys ;  but  this 
is  net  for  you,  nor  for  this  place  ;  the  time 
will  come  when  the  king  mail  know  what 
pafTes.     Let  us  go  on. 

"  Of  thefe  four  and  twenty  letters  fome 
ire  called  confonants,  others  vowels.     The 

vowels 


FRIAR   GERUND.      151 

vowols  are  five,  a,  e,  i,  o,  u  ;  they  are 
called  vowels  or  bocales,  becaufe  they  are 
pronounced  with  the  mouth  or  boca." 
ft  Then  perhaps,  Sir,  (interrupted  Gerry 
with   his   natural  vivacity)  the  others   are 

pronounced  with  the ",  making  ufe 

of  a  word  which  fet  all  the  boys  a  laugh- 
ing very  heartily.  Martin  was  a  little  out 
of  countenance,  but  taking  it  as  a  joke,  he 
contented  himfelf  with  looking  fomewhat 
ierious,  and  bidding  him  not  be  fo  bold, 
but  to  let  him  go  on  with  what  he  was  fay- 
ing. "  I  fay  then  that  the  vowels  or  boca- 
ksy  are  called  thus  becaufe  they  are  pro- 
nounced with  the  mouth  ox  boca%  and  pure- 
ly with  the  voice ;  but  the  confonants  are 
pronounced  with  the  addition  of  vowels. 
This  is  better  explained  by  example.  A 
the  fir  ft  vowel  is  pronounced  by  opening 
the  mouth  wide,  A.  As  foon  as  Gerry 
heard  this  he  opened  his  little  mouth,  and 
looking  round  on  all  fides,  repeated  many 
times,  "  a,  a,  a;  our  matter  is  in  the  right 
of  it."  Martin  proceeded,  "  the  E  is  pro- 
nounced by  drawing  the  under  jaw  nearer 
to  the  upper  one,  e."  •«  Let  us  fee,  let 
us  fee,  faid  the  child,  "  as  I  do  now,  Sir, 
e,  e,  e,  a,  a,  a,  e  ;  Jefus,  what  a  clever 
L  4  thing 
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thing  this  is ;"     "  The  I  is  pronounced  by 
bringing  the  jaws  ftill  clofer  together,  and 
drawing  back,  equally,  the  extremities  of 
the  mouth  towards  *  the  ears,  i,  i."    "  Stay, 
Sir,  let  me  fee  if  I  do  it,  i,  i,  i."     "  Nei- 
ther more  nor  lets,  my  fon ;  you  pronounce 
the  i  to  perfection.     The  O  is  formed  by 
opening  the  jaws,  and  then  joining  the  lips 
at    their   extremities,    their   middle   parts 
fomewhat  protruded  and  open,  of  them- 
felves  forming  a  round  thing  which  repre- 
fents  an  o."     Gerry  with  his  ufual  intrepi- 
dity began  immediately  to  make  the  expe- 
riment, and  to  bawl  o,  o,  o.     The  mailer 
would  know   if  the  reit  of  the  boys  had 
learned  this  moft  important  lefTon,  and  or- 
dered that   they  mould    all   at  once,  in   a 
loud  voice,  pronounce  the  letters  he  had 
juft  explained   to  them.     Directly  was  fet 
up  a  noife,  confufion,  and  uproar,  as  of  all 
the  infernals.  Some  bawled  a,  a,  a;  others 
e,  e,   e  -,  others  i,  i,  i,  and  others  o,  o,  o. 
Martin   hopped  about  from  form   to  form 
looking  at  fome,  liilening  to  others,    and 
correcting  all ;  one's  jaws  he  opened,  an- 
other's heclofed,  held  together  the  lips  of 
a  third,  flretched  wide  thofe  of  a  fourth, 

f  The  i  in  Spanifh  is  pronounced  like  our  double  ce. 

and, 
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and,  in  fhort,  fuch  the  rude  noife  was  and 
the  wild  diiorder,  that,  if  things  religious 
may  be  like  thefe  trifling," the  fchool  feem- 
ed  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  the  choir  of 
the  holy  church  of  Toledo  on  the  Vefpers 
of  the  Expectation  *J 

With  a  head  chock-full  of  thefe  imper- 
tinences, and  mod  profitably  ftored  with 
folly  and  extravagance,  reading  badly,  and 
writing  worfe,  did  our  Gerund  return  home 
to  Campazas ;  for  the  mailer  had  told  his 
parents  that  his  confcience  would  not  fufFer 
him  to  keep  him  longer  at  fchool,  as  he  was 
a  boy  who  foared  out  of  fight,  and  charged 
them  not  to  delay  putting  him  immediate- 
ly to  grammatical  learning,  for  that  he 
would  become  the  honour  of  the  whole 
country.  Our  young  fcholar  the  very  night 

*  "  The  feftival  of  our  lady  of  O,  in  expectation  of  deli- 
very, fo  called  from  the  feven  preceding  anthems  to  the 
Magnificat  beginning  with  O,  fung  feven  days  before  the 
birth,  O  Sapientia,  Scc.  —  O  Adonai—O  Radix  Jeffe—O 
Clav'ts  David- --0  Or  tens— O  Rex  Gentium — O  Emma- 
nuel.-••  AW  thefe  0's  are  figniiicant  exprefiions  of  the 
vehemence  with  which  the  prophets  defired  the  coming 
of  the  Mefliah  ;  and  to  thefe  O's  of  the  patriarchs  are 
confonant  the  O's  or  defires  of  the  Virgin---0  when  will 
that  day  come— O  when  will  that  happy  hour  arrive,when 
I  (halt  fee  with  my  eyes  and  hold  in  my  arms  the  Son  of 
pod  and  me  !  O  when,  O  when,  &c.  This  feftival 
was  inflituted  by  a  biihop  of  Toledo."  Bluteau. 

he 
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he  arrived,  failed  not  to  make  an  oftenta* 
tion  of  his  abilities,  and  the  great  matters 
he  had  .learned  at  fcliool,  before  his  fa- 
ther and  mother,  the  parfon  of  the  pariuh, 
and  a  friar  who  was  upon  his  journey  of 
going  from  one  convent  to  be  fettled  at 
another,  for  of  thefe  fort  of  gentry  the 
Iioufe  was  fcarcely  ever  clear.  "  What 
mall  I  lay,  Sir  (fays  Gerry  to  the  parfon) 
that  yon  don't  know  how  many  letters 
there  are  in  the  alphabet  ?"  The  parfon 
was  furprized  by  a  queftion  he  had  never 
heard  made  before,  and  anfwered,  ft  Son, 
I  never  counted  them."  M  Then  count 
them  (proceeds  the  boy)  and  I  will  lay  an 
halfpenny,  that  even  after  having  counted 
them  you  don't  know  how  many  they  are." 
The  parfon  counted  five  and  twenty,  after 
having  blundered  two  or  three  times  in  the 
a,  b,  c ;  and  Gerry,  clapping  his  hands 
with  great  glee,  and  crowing,  faid,  «  Ah, 
ah  !  I  have  caught  you  !  I  have  won!  For 
you  reckon  for  two  letters  the  two  firft  A  a 
which  is  but  one  letter  written  in  different 
manners."  Then  he  faid  to  the  Friar,  "  I 
will  lay  another  halfpenny  that  you  don't 
know  how  afs  mould  be  written,  whether 
with  a  great  A  or  a  little  ope."  "  Son,  re- 
plied 
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plied  the  good  Religious  *,  I  have  always 
feen  it  written  with  a  little  one."  "  No 
Sir,  no  Sir,  if  the  afs  is  a  little  tiny  one 
indeed  and  (till  at  fchool,  it  is  written  with 
a  little  a  -y  but  if  it  is  a  great  afs,  fuch  an 
afs  as  my  father,  I  fay,  if  it  is  fuch  an  afs 
as  my  father  has,  it  muft  be  written  with 
a  great  A  ;  becaufe  my  matter  fays  that 
things  are  to  be  written  as  they  are,  and 
upon  that  account  that  a  leg  of  beef  re- 
quires a  much  larger  1  than  a  leg  of  mut- 
ton." The  reafon  was  convincing  to  them 
all,  aftonifhed  as  well  at  the  profound  wif- 
dom  of  the  teacher  as  at  the  progrefs  of  the 
difciple:  and  the  good  Friar  confelTed,  that 
though  he  had  gone  through  the  courfes  of 
the  two  univerfities  of  Salamanca  and  Val- 
ladolid,  he  had  never  heard  in  them  any 
thing  like  this ;  and  turning  to  Antony 
Zotes  and  his  wife,  afTured  them  with 
much  weight  and  consideration  "  The  mo- 
ney was  well  fpent,  my  good  brethren,  that 
was  paid  to' the  matter  of  Villaornate,  and 
you  have  not  in  the  leaft  to  arrepentirfe  or 
repent  yourfelves  of  it."  As  foon  as  the 
child  heard  arrepentirfe,  he  began  fpitting 
and  fpawling  in  abhorrence  of  it,  exclaim- 

*  When  this  word  is  ufed  fubftantively  it  means  al- 
ways one  of  the  regulars  or  profeffed, 

ing, 
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ing,  u  Jefus,  Jefus,  what  a  vile  phrafe  ! 
Arrepentirfc !  No  Sir,  no  Sir,  arrepentirfe 
is  never  faid,  nor  any  thing  with  arre  ;  for 
that  my  mafter  fays  is  fit  only  for  mules 
and  affes,  and  not  for  Chriftians,  who  ought 
to  fay  enrepentir  enremangar,  &c."  The 
parfon  was  amazed,  the  Friar  croffed  him- 
felf,  the  good  Catania  wept  for  joy,  and 
Anthony  Zotes  could  not  contain  himfelf 
without  crying  out,  "  O  'tis  a  moft  fweet 
folly  !"  An  expreflion  with  which  a  thing 
never  heard  or  ittn  before  is  extolled  in 
Campos. 

As  Gerry  faw  the  applaufe  with  which 
his  wit  was  celebrated,  he  would  not  leave 
any  flop  in  his  intellectual  organ  untouch- 
ed, and  addrefhng  himfelf  again  to  the 
parfon,  faid,  "  Sir,  aflc  me  fomething 
about  the  vowels  and  confonants."  The 
parfon,  who  underfiood  not  a  fyllable  of 
what  the  child  meant,  anfwered,  "  of 
what  Bowels,  fon,  the  bowels  of  a  man 
or  the  bowels  of  a  woman?"  "  No  Sir, 
of  the  letters  called  vowels  and  confonants." 
The  good  parfon  was  out  of  countenance, 
and  confefled  that  he  had  never  been  in- 
truded in  fuch  deep  things.  "  But  I  have," 
continued  the  child,  and  directly  lugged  in 
the  whole  ridiculous  affair,  from  ear  to  tail, 

without 
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without  miffing  a  jot,  which  he  had  heard 
Maimed  Martin  deicant   upon  concerning 
the  vowels  and  conibnants  -,  and  v/hen  he 
had  done,  to  fee  if  they  underilood  him, 
he  faid  to  his  mother,  "  Mamma,  how  is 
A  pronounced  ?"  "  How  mould  it  be  pro- 
nounced, Ion,  but  thus,  A,"  opening  the 
mouth  ?".  "  No,   mother  ;   but  how  is  the 
mouth   opened  ?"    iC   How   mould   it    be 
opened,    Ton,    but  thus,  A  ?"  "   'Tis  not 
that,  Madam  ;  but  when  you  open   it   to 
pronounce  the  A,  what  is  it  that  you  do?" 
"  Open  it,  my  fan,"  replied  the  mofb  good 
Catania.     "  Open  it  !  this  is   faying  no- 
thing ;  you  open  it  likewife  to   pronounce 
the  E,  and  to  pronounce  the  I,  O,  U  -,  but 
you  do  not  thus  pronounce   the  A  :  look- 
ye,  Madam,  to  pronounce  the  A,  we  lower 
one  jaw  and  raife  the  other,  in  this  man- 
ner," and  laying  hold  of  his  mother's  jaws 
he  difiended  them  pretty  handfomely,  tell- 
ing her  that  the  more  me  opened  her  mouth 
the  better  would  be   the  A  me  j>ronouced. 
Then  he  made  his  father  pronounce  the  E, 
the  parfon  the  I,  the  Friar  the  O,  and  he 
himfelf  chofe,  as  tiie  moft  difficult  of  all, 
the  pronunciation  of  the  U,  charging  them, 
that  they  mould  all,  at  the  fame  time,  pro- 
nounce the  letter  fallen  to  their  (hare,  raif- 

ing 
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ing  their  voices  as  much  as  they  could,  and 
obferving  the  form  of  each  other's  mouth 
that  they  might  fee  the  punctuality  of  the 
rules  which  he  had  been  taught  by  Mafter 
Martin.     The   tone   of   their  voices    was 
very  different,  my  aunt  Catania  having  a 
rough   and   mafculine,    Anthony    Zotes  a 
hollow    and    thin,  the   parfon  a   muffling 
and   nafal,  the    Friar,   who  had  narrowly 
miffed    being  vicar  of  the   choir,  a  corpu- 
lent and    bell-wether,  and  Gerry  a  treble 
and  fqueaking,  voice.     Each  began  to  play 
his  part,  and  to  pronounce  his  letter  with 
all  the  noife  he  could  make  j  the  room  was 
rent,  the  houfe  thundered  :  it  was  a  fum- 
mer  evening,  and  all  the  neighbours   were 
taking  the  air   at  their  flreet-doors  :  they 
all    ran    to   the    horrible     uproar  in    An- 
thony's houfe,   thinking  either  that  it  was 
on  fire,  or  that   fome  terrible   misfortune 
had  happened  j  they  entered   the  parlour  : 
behold   the  ftrange  figure  ;  hear  them  con- 
tinuing their  noife  and  ignorant  of  what  had 
paffed,  fuppofed  they  had  all  fuddenly  run 
mad.  They  were  preparing  to  bind  them, 
hand  and  foot,  when  a  thing,  hardly  to  be 
credited  or  imagined,  put  an  inftant  ftop 
to  their  bawling,  and  had  well  nigh  turned 

their 
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their  merry  mufic  into  a  melancholy  dirge. 
As  the  good  Catania,  in  her  zeal  to  pronounce 
an  extraordinary  fine  A,  opened  her  mouth 
mod  extraordinarily  wide,  and  as  bountiful 
nature  had  provided  her  with  that  organ  in 
mod  abundant  meafure,  being"  a  woman, 
who  could  at  once  take  in  a  pound- pear 
up  to  the  root  of  the  flalk,  it  was  her 
miihap  to  diflocate  her  jaw  lb  dreadfully, 
that  (lie  Mood  a  fit  object  for  the  mafk  of 
a  puppet- (how,  all  the  entrance  of  the  efo- 
phagus  being  difcovered,  with  the  falival 
duels,  fo  clear  and  distinctly,  that  the  bar- 
ber laid  he  perceived  even  the  lymphatic 
vefTels,  by  which  the  refpiration  is  fent 
forth.  They  were  all  filent ;  they  were 
all  frightened  ;  every  diligence  was  ufed  to 
reftore  the  jaw  to  its  place,  but  without 
effect,  'till  it  occurred  to  the  barber  to  give 
her  a  fudden  and  forcible  chuck  under  the 
chin,  which  directly  fet  it  in  its  natural 
pofition,  though  as  (lie  was  unprepared 
for  it,  (he  bit  her  tongue  a  little,  and  fpat 
red  after  it.  With  this  the  performance 
ended  in  laughter .;  and  the  neighbours 
being  informed  of  the  motive  of  it,  they 
were  aflonifhed  at  the  knowledge  of  the 
child  Gerund,  and  all  told  his  father  that 
4  ne 
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he  mull  be  fent  to  his  ftudies,  for  that 
without  doubt  he  would  come  to  be  a 
bifliop. 

CHAP.     VII. 

Me  ftudies  Grammar  with  a  Domine,  w/joi 
with  regard  to  intellect,  could  not  be  mar- 
ried to  Maimed  Martin  without  a  Difpeti* 
fat  ion. 


I 


"^HIS  was  what  Anthony  Zotes  was 
already  thinking  of;  and  all  the 
doubt  was  whether  he  mould  be  fent  to 
Villagarcia,  or  to  a  certain  place  not  far 
from  Campazas,  where  there  was  a  Domi- 
ne  who  had  amazed  all  the  country,  and, 
as  fome  faid,  was  a  greater  Latin ift  than 
the  famous  Taranilla.  But  Madam  Ca- 
tania, infpired  like  a  fury,  protefted  that 
her  fon  mould  fooner  be  thrown  down  the 
well  than  be  fent  to  Villagarcia,  that  the 
Theatines  might  kill  him  ;  for  that  her 
hufband  had  ftiil  the  marks  of  a  whipping- 
bout  which  they  had  given  him  only  be- 
cauie  he  had  now  and  then  drank  two  or 
three  quarts  of  wine  more  than  his  flo- 
mach  would  bear,  and  ufed  to  divert  him- 
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felf  with  the  girls  of  the  place,  which  were 
all  hut  trifling  matters  and  things  which 
the  bed  of  young  men  would  do,  and  that 
without  fpoiling  their  fortune,  or  omitting 
to  comply  with  all  religious  duties  like  any 
old  and  pure-blooded  Chriftian.  Upon 
which,  in  order  to  content  her,  it  was 
finally  determined  to  fend  the  boy  to  his 
ftudies  with  the  Domine  j  and,  as  an  ad- 
ditional motive,  my  uncle  Anthony  arTerted 
with  an  oath,  that  he  only  had  conftrued 
the  elegant  dedication  of  his  brother  the 
gymnafiarc  without  the  lead  miflake,  a 
thing,  which  not  the  greateft  moralids  of 
all  the  defert,  nor  any  one  of  all  the  many 
learned  and  reverend  brethren  whom  he 
had  entertained  in  his  houfe,  though  fome 
of  them  were  Definers  *,  had  been  capable 
of  doing. 

As  foon  then  as  St.  Luke's  day  arrived, 
Anthony  him  felf  went  with  his  fon  to  pre- 
fent  and  recommend  him  to  the  Domine. 
And  for  a  Domine  they  found  a  tall,  up- 

*  A  Defineris  a  kind  of  Counfellor  who  gives  advice 
either  to  a  Provincial  concerning  the  bufineis  of  a  pro- 
vince, or  to  a.  genera!  upon  affairs  relating  to  the  whole 
order.  There  is  a  fettled  number  of  thefe  Councilors ; 
the  firft  are  called  Definers-Provincial,  the  lecond  l)e* 
finers-General.  iu-Definer  is  one  who  has  palled  the 
office;  and  fo  of  £#- Provincial,  &c. 

Vol.  L  M  right, 
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light,  dry,  old  man,  with  bufhy  eye-brows 
luxuriating  on  each  other's  territory,  hol^ 
low  eyes,  a  long  and  Roman  nofe,  a  black 
beard,  a  fonorous,  grave,  deliberate,  and 
impofing  voice,  a  furious  fnuff- taker,  and 
perpetually  inclofed  to  his  heels  in  an  old- 
fafhioned  grey  cloth  cloak,  with  a  cap  of 
marked  leather  (fometbing  between  iuch 
an  one  as  ties  under  the  chin  and  a  fcull- 
cap)  which  in  its  primitive  inihtution  had 
been  black,  b;it  was  now  of  the  fame 
colour  with  the  cloak.  His  converfation 
was  inlaid  work  of  Latin  upon  Spanifh, 
quoting  at  every  turn  fayings,  fentences, 
hemiftics,  and  whole  veries  of  the  ancient 
and  modem  Latin  poets,  orators,  hiftorians, 
and  grammarians,  in  fupport  of  any  non- 
fenfical  pofition.  Anthony  Zotes  told  him 
that  this  boy  was  his  fon,  and  that,  as  a 
father  ought,  he  was  defirous  of  giving  him 
the  belt  education  in  his  power.  "  Qptime 
enimverc,"  interrupted  the  Domine  directly, 
V  that  is  the  firit  obligation  of  parents, 
maxim  J  when  God  hath  given  them  fuf- 
iicient  ability  ;  Plutarch  fays,  JV// antiqiiias, 
nil  parcntilnts  Jiwclws  qua??:  utJUiorum  cura??i 
habeunt,  iis  p?~a>fcrtim  quos  Plutus  no?i  om?ii??o 
infalutatos  reliquit."  Anthony  Zotes  added, 
that  he  had  likewife  fludied  his  little  matters 

of 
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or' grammar,  and  was  anxious  that  his  fon 
Jheuld  ftudy  it- — <c  Qualis  pater,  talis  films," 
replied  the  Domine,  "  though  it  was  better 
•faid  by  another,  fpeaking  of  mothers  and 
daughters. 
i 

De  meretnee  puta  quod  fit  femper  filia  piit&, 
Nam  ft  nutter  ieviter  fit  a  matris  iter. 

Which  you  fee,  Sir,  may  eafily  be  applied 
to   Tons   iu    refpecl   to    their   fathers  ;    and 
•know  fir,  obiter,    that  thefe   verfes    by  us 
fcholars  are  called  leonine;  becaufe,  as  when 
the    lion    (animal  rii<gibik   the  philofopher 
defines  him)    turns  up   his  tail,  the  extre- 
mity of  it  (cat-da  cauda,  the  tail  of  the  tail, 
I  called   it   in    a   dedication  to  the  city  of 
Leon)  falls  upon  the  middle  of  the  back  of 
this  roaring  animal,  fo  the  tail  of  the  verCe, 
-which  is   the  laft  word,  if  it   were  turned 
un,  would  fall  uoon  the  middle  of  the  faid 
verfe.     Obferve  it,   Sir,  in  the  hexameter; 
puta  puta,  exactly   fitting,  and  as  if  born 
to  go   together ;  then    in   the   pentameter 
'Ieviter,  of   which    iter  is   the  echo.     For 
-though  a  modern,  (quos  Neotericos  dicimus 
culiiffimi LatinorttmJ  chufes  to  fay  that  this 
echo  or  rhime  is  a  puerile*  ridiculous,  and 
very  late   invention,  pace  tanti  viri,  I  will 
tell  him  to  his  face,  that  fo  early  as  the 

M  2  time 
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time  of  Martial  it  was  very  ufual  with  the 
Greeks,  juxta  illudy  nufquam  Grcecula  quod 
recant  at  echo.  And  if  there  were  need  to 
cite  Ariftotle,  Euripides,  Callimachus,  or 
even  Gauradas  himielf,  who,  though  he 
may  not  be  a  poet  much  known,  yet  has 
his  good  two  thoufand  years  of  antiquity,  I 
could  (hew  him  luce  meridiana  clarius  whe- 
ther this  affair  of  the  echo  was  or  was  not  a 
modem  invention ;  and  I  would  firit  afk  him 
if  it  was  probable  that  a  puerile  and  ridicul- 
ous thing  mould  be  invented  by  a  man  who 
was  called  Gauradas.  O  juror  I  O  infanta 
male  die  endi  T' 

"  As  this  child,  Sir,"  proceeded  An- 
thony Zotes,  "  mews  much  vivacity, 
though  he  is  but  ten  years  old" — •"  JEtas 
humanicribus  Uteris  apt/ffima,"  (interrupted 
the  pedant)  as  Juflus  Lipfius  faid  ^  and  Mill 
with  more  elegance  in  another  place,  de- 
cerns "Romance  Unguce  ele?nentis  maturatus.  For 
though  there  have  been  feen  in  the  world 
children  at  that,  and  even  under  that  age, 
who  were  perfect  grammarians,  orators,  and 
poets,  quo  s  videre  Jis  a  pud  AniumViterbien- 
Jem  de  prcecocibus  mentis  par  tubus  ;  yet  thefe 
are  with  reafon  called,  monflers  of  nature, 
?n'jnjlrum  horrendum,  ingens.  And  Quintus 
Iloratius  Flaccus,  quern  lyric  or  urn  antiftitevi 

extitijje 


FRIAR     G-ERUND.     165 

extkijfe  mortalium  nemo  iverit  inficlas,  was 
not  fond  of  thofe  anticipated  fruits,  as  it 
feemed  to  him  that  they  never  came  to 
good,  and  therefore  folemne  erat  illi  dicere, 
odi  puero  prtecocesfruSlus.  "  And  the  lame 
matter  of  Villaornate  with  whom  he  was" 
— did  the  good  Anthony  endeavour  to  pro- 
ceed,— "  Hold,  Sir,"  cut  him  offmort  the 
be-latinized  Domine ;  fl  Sijie gradum,  via- 
tor ;  was  this  child  with  the  lame  matter  of 
Villaornate  ?"  "  Yes,  Sir,"  anfvvered  the 
father,  "  O  fortunate  nate  !  (exclaimed  the 
rnoft  erudiate  preceptor)  O  child  a  thou- 
sand times  happy  J  Many  famous  cripples 
did  antiquity  celebrate,  as  you  may  have 
read,  Sir,  in  the  curious  treatife  de  claudk 
non  daudicantibus,  taking  the  prefent  for 
the  preterite,  according  to  that  rhetorical 
figure  prafens  pro  prceterito,  which  we  call 
enallage ;  a  treatife  compofed  by  a  prcuot 
des  merchands  at  Lyons  in  France,  called 
Monfieur  Pericon  ;  for  know,  Sir,  by  the 
way,  that  in  France  even  the  Perkons  *  are 
monfieur 3^  and  may  be  prevots  dcsmnrchands* 
Immo  potuis,  without  recurring  to  ancient 
times,  jiGviJjimis  his  temporibus,  in  our  own 
days,  there  was  in  this  very  France  a  mod 

*  Perrico^  m  Spanifh  fignifies  a   little  dog,  -which  is 
what  the  Dom.ine  here  alludes  to. 

M  3  .cele- 
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celebrated  cripple,  called  QU [Menage ,  who, 
though  he  vyas  not  a  cripple  naty.ra  Jpa^yet, 
however  it  be,  he  was  a  true  and  real  crip-. 
pie,  that  is,  a  cripple  redllier  &  a  parte  rci, 
as  the  philofopher  elegantly  explains  him-! 
ielfj  and  notwitbflanding  his  being  a  crip- 
ple, he  was  a  mod:  wife  man— Sapient  ij/i- 
trnis  claudornm  quotquot  fuerunt  &  erunrl  as 
Pliny  the  Younger  faid  learnedly.  But, 
meo  videri,  in  my  poor  opinion,  all  the  an-, 
cient  and  modern  cripples  were  fucking 
cripples  in  refpecl.to  the  cripple  of  Villaor- 
nate  ;  I  fpeak  intra Juos  limites,  in  his  walk 
of  fchool matter,  and  therefore  I  faid  that 
this  child  had  been  a  thoufand  times  happy 
in  having  fuch  a  mailer  :  O  fortunate 
nater    ■ 

"  He  is  not  lefs  fo  (proceeded  Anthony 
Zotes)  in  having  you,  Sir,  for  his  pre- 
ceptor." "-Non  landes.  hominem  in  vitafua, 
lauda  poji  mortem  /'  faid  the  Domine  gravely  j 
','  thefe  are  the  words  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
but  the  Heathen  poet  hath  better  laid, 

Pop  fatum  landare  decet,  dum  gloria  certa.n 

"  Better  than  the  Holy  Spirit,  Sir  !."  afked 
Anthony  in  a  fright.  *'  What  !  are  you 
fcandalized  at  this,  Sir,"  faid  the  Domine, 
"  how  often  muil  you  have  heard  in  the 
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very  pulpit,  from  preachers  who  foar  out 
of  fight,  Thus  fays  the  royal  prophet,  thus 
Jeremiah,  thus  Paul,  but  I  fay  •  it  in  an-, 
other  manner  ?  What  is  this  but  to  tell  us, 
I  fay  it  better  ?  Prater quam  quod  I  do  not 
anert  that  the  faying  is  better,  but  that  it 
is  better  faid,  becaufe  the  words  of  the 
Holy  Scripture  are  but  little  fuitable  to 
confirm  the  rules  of  grammar,  verba  facra 
fcripturce  grammaticis  exemplis  conjirmandis 
parum  funt  idonea."  "That  I  read  in  I 
know  not  what  book  (faid  the  good  An- 
thony) when  I  fhidied  at  Villagarcia,  and 
yet  I  could  not  help  being  fcandalized  at 
it."  "  Ay  this  (faid  the  Domine)  the  theo- 
logians CdWfcaudalum  pujillorum,  an  offence 
to  the  weak-minded  ;  and  though  they  tell 
us  that  fuch  are  not  to  be  defpifed,  and  in 
this  particular  I  think  they  have  reafon, 
yet  they  likewife  fay  a  thoufand  other 
things  very  contemptible,  notwithftanding 
it  is  they  who  fay  them." 

"  I  do  not  meddle  with  fuch  deep 
things"  (faid  honeft  Anthony)  "  and  what 
I  befeech  of  you,  Sir,  is,  that  you  will 
take  care  of  my  boy,  for  I  will  take  care  to 
thank  you  as  I  ought,  and  that  you  will 
look  to  him  as  if  you  were  his  father." 
"  Prima magiftrorum  obligation  anfwered the 
M  4  Domine, 
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Domine,  "  quos  difcipulis  parentum  loco  c[fs 
decety  faid  Salluft  to  this  purpofe;  it  is  the 
firft  obligation  of  mailers  to  treat  their 
fcholars  as  their  children,  for  they  are  in 
the  place  of  parents.  And  tell  me,  fon", 
ipeaking  to  our  little  one,  fomething  be- 
tween gravely  and  kindly,  "  have  you  yet 
ftudied  any  grammatical  inftitutes  ?"  "  No, 
Sir,"  anfwered  Gerry  readily,  as  it  founded 
to  him  (in  the  language  it  was  put)  like  a 
quefuon  of  crow  quills,  "No,  Sir,  the  quills 
I  have  are  not  crow  quills,  but  goofe  quills, 
which  my  mother  pulls  from  a  great  goofe 
we  have  in  our  houfe;  i'n't  it  fo,  father?" 
The  preceptor  fmiled  at  the  quicknefs  and 
ir.fepidity  of  the  boy,  and  faid,  non  qucero 
a  te  hoc,  I  do  not  afk  you  that ;  I  afk  you 
if  you  have  any  pocket,  any  thing  yet  in 
your  little  budget  ?"  '*  Sir,  I  had  a  pocket 
when  I  wore  petticoats,  but  when  I  was 
breeched  my  mother  took  it  away  from 
me."  "  Non  valeo  a  rifu  temper  are"  faid 
the  Domine,  and  in  the  midft  of  his  great 
gravity,  burfl  into  laughter,  adding,  tfrJW* 
genium  errando  probat :  fon,  what  I  afk  you 
is,  if  you  have  learned  any  thing  of  the  Ac- 
cidents ?"  «'  O,  yes,  Sir;  I  have  already  got 
as  far  as  mufa,  a."  **  You  mould  not  fay 
fo,  my  dear,  but  mufa  mufa"     "  No,  Sir, 
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do,  Sir;  my  Accidence  does  not  foyytiqfie 
tnufss,  but  mufa  a."  iC  Ay,  ay,  according 
to  that  I  fee  that  thou  haft  ftudied  the  Ac- 
cidents of  Nebrixa."  *'  No,  Sir;  in  my  Ac- 
cidence there  is  no  picture  of  a  lizard  (to 
which  the  name  of  that  grammarian  has 
fomething  of  a  fimilar  found  in  the  Spanifh) 
but  a  fine  bold  lion  ;  look,  Sir;"  (hewing 
the  lion,  a  device  of  the  printer,  in  the 
frontifpiece. 

The  candour  of  Gerry  did  not  fail  to  be 
well  received  by  the  rigid  feverity  of  the 
preceptor,  who,  turning  to  the  father,  faid, 
in  weighty  accent,  "  Ecce  tibifebofus,  be- 
hold here  one  of  thofe  errors,  grofs  as  a. 
tallow  candle,  which  Ix>bferve  in  thefe  Ac- 
cidents of  Nebrixa,  oroflaCerda,  though 
it  is  that  made  ufe  of  by  the  fathers  of  the 
company  of  Jefus,  with  whom  alfo  I 
fludied.  It  is  certain  that  they  are  moil 
wife  men,  but  yet  they  are  but  men,  and 
hominum  eft  err are  ,  they  are  fharp,  they  are 
good,  wits,  and  very  lively  ;  but  very  live- 
ly and  very  good  was  the  wit  of  Homer, 
and,  notwithstanding,  alijua/ido  bonus  dor- 
mitat  Homerus.  To  begin  grammar  with 
Mufa,  Muf<et  is  to  begin  where  it  mould 
.end  ;  arpifti  qua  finis  erat ;  becaufe  the 
Mufes,  or   poetry,  is  the  Jaft  thing  to  be 
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taught    to    youth,    and   follows    rhetoric. 
This    is  an  argument   with   which  1  have 
attacked  many  Jefuits,  moft  famous  men, 
and  not  one  of  them  could  give  me  an  an- 
fwer;  but  how  indeed  mould  they  anfwer 
me,  when  there  is  no  anfwer  to  be  given  ? 
Dei/aii',    as   to    the  printing  of   the    Ac- 
cidents, inftead  of  putting  nominatho  mvj'a, 
genitreo    mu/tf,    dativo      mt/fte,     accujativo 
?nufam,    at    full     length     and    due   exten- 
sion,  to   fave   paper  they  abbreviate,   nc?n. 
mufa,  gen.  <z>  dat.  ce,  ace.  am.     And  what 
follows  ?    Either    the   poor   children   pro- 
nounce thus,  quod  video  quam  Jit  ridiculum, 
or  it  will   be  neceflary  to  mifpend  our  time 
in  teaching  them  to  pronounce  properly,  &? 
nihil  eft  tempore pretiofius.     But  where  the 
inconveniences  of  thefc  abbreviations  is  pal- 
pable   ad  ocuhun,   is,    in   t]ie   dictionaries, 
whether  that  of  Salas  or  of  Requejo.     A 
child  goes  to  book,   exempli  caufa,  for  the 
Latin   for  mother,  and  inftead  of  meeting 
with  mater  matris,  he  finds  mater  tris ;  he 
looks  for  to  fend,  and    inftead  of  ?nitia  mi- 
tis,  has  mitto  is  ;  he  wants  to  know  what 
is  for  fljirt,  and  for  fubucula  Jubucultv,  reads 
only  fubucula  ce.      He  is  minded,    fuppofe, 
Jikc   the  boy   they    tell  us  of,  to  write  his 
mother  a  Latin  letter,   to  (hew  her  what  a 
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progre'fs  he  has  made,  in  which  he  tells  her 
that  he  has  lent  her  a  foul  (hirt  to  warn, 
and  brings  in  fuch  a  firing  of  abfurdities  as 
this,  mater  tr/s,  mitto  is,  fuhucula  ^p,  ut 
lefeo  as.-^—£>uid  tibl  iidetur?  What  do  vou 
think  of.  it,  Signior  Anthony  Zotes  r" 
"  What  I  cannot  help  thinking,  which  is, 
that,  though  I  had  heard  a  thoufand  things 
of  the  moil  ftupendous  knowledge  of  your 
worfhip,  and  had  indeed  had  ibme  expe- 
rience of  it,  but  having  heard  you  know,  I 
am  quite  ailonifhed,  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing, I  fay,  Sir,  that,  upon  my  return  home 
I  have  many  thanks  to  give  to  my  Catania, 
became  it  was  me  who  put  the  fending  my 
fon  to  Villagarcia  out  of  my  head,  and  con- 
fequently  to  her,  under  God,  it  is  owing 
that  he  has  the  great  happinefs  of  having  lb 
very  learned  a  preceptor."  With  this  he 
took  leave  of  the  Domine,  placed  Gerry  at 
a  Dame's  or  boarding-houfe  in  the  town, 
and  returned  to  Campazas ;  where,  as  foon 
as  he  arrived,  he  told  his  wife  and  the  par- 
fon  of  the  pariih,  who  were  Handing  wait-* 
ing  for  him  at  the  door,  that  if  Gerry  had 
been  lucky  in  meeting  with  Matter  Martin, 
of  Villaornate,  yet  that  his  fortune  was  frill 
greater  in  lighting  upon  fuch  a  preceptor  as 
the  Domine,  with  whom  he  had  left  him, 

who 
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whocould  dumbfound  the  devil  himfelf  with 
Latin,  and  that  all  theTheatins  of  Villagar- 
cia  together,  did  not  come  to  the  heel  of  the 
fhoe  of  his  knowledge.  "Lord,  Lord,  it  was  a 
very  Gabilon  !  [Babylon]  More  than  one 
full  hour  were  we  at  it,  [land  to  hand  ;  and 
to  every  word  I  laid,  he  produced,  directly, 
fuch  heaps  of  proofs  and  quotations,  nil  in 
Latin,  that  it  feemed  for  all  the  world  as 
if  he  carried  them  in  the  bread-pocket  of 
his  large  cloak.  In  fhort,  the  cripple  of 
Villaornate  may  well  be  the  paragon  of 
what  we  call  fchool-mafters,  thofe  who 
have  children  onjy  under  them,  but  in 
the  line  of  preceptor,  the  Domine  of  Vil- 
lamandos  is  the  man  per  omnia  facida  fcecu- 
Io?'um,  nor,  while  Campos  is  Campos,  will 
there  be  one  who  mail  eclipfe  him." 

In  truth"  the  parallel  could  not  have 
been  morejuft;  for,  if  the  mod  polifhed 
Martin  had  an  innate  propenfity  to  what- 
ever is  extravagant,  as  to  the  orthography 
and  propriety  of  the  Spanilh  language,  the 
Latiniffime  Domine  could  not  have  a  more 
flovenly  tafle  in  all  that  pertained  to  La- 
tinity,  beginning  with  Latin  orthography, 
find  ending  with  poetry.  Lie  certainly  un- 
derftood  the  writers  in  that  language  tole- 
fably  well,  and  had  read  many  of  them ; 
8  but 
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but  he  was  mod  pleafed  with  the  leaft:  ex- 
cellent ;  and,  above  all,  thofe  were  his 
ereateil  favourites  who  were  mod  bombaf- 
tical  and  unintelligible.  He  preferred  the 
affected  pompofity  of  Ammianus  and  Pliny 
the  Younger,  to  the  grave  majefly  or  Ci- 
cero ;  the  obfcurity  and  afperity  of  Valerius 
Maximus,  to  the  fweet  elegance  of  Livy  1 
the  enthufiafm  of  Statius.,  to  the  fublirae 
and  judicious  elevation  of  Virgil  j  he  faid 
that  Martial  was  infulfe,  in  refpeft  to  Ca- 
tullus*; and  that  all  the  graces  of  the  in- 
imitable Horace  were  not  worthy  to  unloofe 
the  fhoe-latchets  of  the  jokes  of  Plautus. 
The  conceits  of  Seneca  gave  him  great  de- 
light ;  but  what  he  was  mod:  furioufly  en- 
amoured of,  was,  the  jingling  and  clatter- 
ing and  rattling  of  the  ftyle  of  Caffiodorus, 
though  he  had  never  read  any  of  it  but  in 
the  approbations  prefixed  to  books,  which  he 
was  always  eager  to  perufe,  adured  that  he 
fhould  find  few  but  what  were  ornamented 
with  his  moft  polifhed  fragments,  for  an 
approbation  without  Caffiodore  is  the  fame 
(as  we  fay  proverbially)  as  a  fermon  with- 
out St.  Auftin,  and  an  olla  podrida  without 


*  Martial  was  a  native  of  Spain. 

To 
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To  his  tafte  nothing  was  more  grateful 
than  a  hook  with  a  fonorous,  pompous* 
high-founding  title,  efpecially  if  it  was 
allegorical,  and  the  allegory  well  purfued. 
On  this  account  he  made  a  fupremc  eftima- 
tion  of  the  famous  work  intitled,  Pent  aeon'- 
t  archus,  J;  re  quinqnoginta  mi  lit  urn  dnciort 
jlipendiis  Ramirezii  de  Prc.do  conduclus,  cn- 
jus  aufpiciis  Taria  in  omni  Utcrarum  dit'w- 
ne  monjlra  projligantur,  abdita  panduntur> 
latebrce  &  tenebree  perljejligantnr  &?  il- 
lujlrantur ;  that  is,  "  The  Pentacontarch* 
or  captain  of  fifty  foldiers  in  the  pay  of 
Ramirez  de  Pradoj  under  whofe  aufpices 
are  put  to  flight  various  mongers  in  all 
the  dominions  of  literature,  hidden  things 
laid  open,  and  darkneifes  and  lurking  holes 
penetrated  and  illuftrated."  Now,  though 
there  could  not  in  reality  he  a  more  ridi- 
culous title,  efpecially  when  we  find  that 
after  all  the  parade,  the  whole  hufinefs  of 
the  Signior  Pentacontarch  is  to  attack  fifty 
errors,  which  the  good  Ramirez  de  Prado 
thought  he  had  difcovered,  in  various  fa- 
culties,  and,  notwithstanding  the  allegory 
is  prefently  deftroyed,  fince  we  never  heard 
of  regiments  or  companies  of  foldiers  being 
railed  in   order  to  give  chace   to  mongers 

and 
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and  wild  beads,   and    much  lefs  that  it  is 
incumbent  on     the   foldiery     to   examine 
dark  holes  and  corners,  performing  the  of*- 
rice  of  candles,  which  are  the  chief  foes  to 
darknefs,  yet  the  blefled  Domine  did  not 
boggle  at  thefe  minutenelles,  but  ravifhed 
with  the  ftreperciity  of  pentacontarch,  cap- 
tain,   foldiers,    and   ftipendiary,     told  his 
fcholars  that  never  was  there  title  of  a  book 
like   this  invented,  and  that   this  was  the 
wav  to   baptize  a  work  with  elegance  and 
fonorofity.     Upon  the    fame   principle  he 
had  much  favour  for  the  Latin  parentation, 
made  on  the  death  of  a  certain  perfonage, 
called  Fol  de  Cardona,  a  pious  man  and 
blelTcd  with  many  heavenly  comforts,  to 
which  were  given  this   moft  fuitable  title, 
Follis.fpiritualiS)  ventro  confolatorio  tiirgidus, 
acropbytlo  Sacra  Scripturce  armatus,  manuque 
Satihiritani  applicatiis,  that   is,  "The  fpi- 
ritual  bellows,  inflated  by  the  fpirit  of  con- 
iblation,  applied  to  the  organ  of  the  Holy 
Scripture,  and    blowed  by  the  Samaritan." 
"  Who  has  ever  yet  excogitated,"  faid  the 
moft   pedantic    preceptor,  "  fuch   an    ele- 
gant and  judicious  thing?  If  any  thing  can 
come   into   competition  with  it,  it   is   the 
incomparable  title  of  that   mod;  eloquent 
book,   printed  in   Italy  in  the  clofe  of  the 
4  laft 
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Iaft  century,  with  this  harmonious  infcrip- 
tion,  Fratrum  Rofeee  Cruris  fama  fcancia  re- 
dux,  buccina  jubilai  ultimi,  Eva  hyperbokce 
prcenuntia,  montium  Europce  cacumina  fuo 
clangor  e  feruns,  inter  colles  &  valles  Arabics 
refonanf — The  declining  fame  of  the  bro- 
thers of  the  red  crofs  recovered,  the  trum- 
pet of  the  lad:  jubilee,  the  forerunner  of 
the  hyperbolic  Eve,  ftriking  with  its 
clangour  the  tops  of  the  European  moun- 
tains, and  refounding  amongft  the  hills  and 
vallies  of  Arabia. — This  is  to  elevate  and 
furprize  ;  every  thing  elfe  is  but  crawling 
on  the  ground.  The  affe&ers  indeed  of 
criticifm  and  polite  learning  have  now 
given  into  the  cuftom  of  putting  fuch  lim- 
ple,  clear,  and  natural  titles  to  bookf, 
that  any  old  woman  may  underftand  the 
fubjects  of  which  they  treat  at  the  firft 
carb  of  her  eye,  endeavouring  to  perfuade 
us  that  this  ought  to  be  done,  and  that  the 
reft  is  all  pedantry — a  filthy  word  and  of 
very  bad  found,''  and  in  faying  this  the 
Domine  was  poiTefied  by  furious  wrath. 
u  All  the  reafon  they  alledge  for  fo 
low  and  vulgar  a  tafte,  is,  that  neither 
Cicero,  nor  Livy,  nor  Cornelius  Nepos, 
nor  any  other  author  of  the  Auguftan  age 
ever  ufed  founding  titles,  but  always  fimpie 

and 
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and  natural  ones — Ciceronls  Epijlolte,  Cicero 
de  Officiis,  Hijioria  Tin  Livii,  Annates  Cor* 
nelii  Taciti — -and  then  they  are  for  ever 
harping  upon  the  age  of  Auguflus,  the  age 
of  Auguflus  for  ever,  till  they  be-age  and 
be-Auguftus  our  very  fenfes;  as  if  in  all 
ages  it  was  not  a  common  thing  to  have 
men  of  bad  tafte,  and  who  committed  a 
thoufand  errors,  as  the  Holy  Church  her- 
felf  fays  expreflly  in  a  prayer  which  begins, 
Dens  qui  errantifais,  and  ends,  per  omnia 
fcecula  fceculonini.  Let  Cicero,  let  Titus 
Livius,  let  Tacitus,  and  let  a  hundred 
Tacitufes,  a  hundred  Livies,  and  a  hun- 
dred Ciceros,  fay  what  they  will,  all  that 
they  ever  did  never  came  near  the  heel  of 
that  mod  ftupendous  work  intltled,  Amphi- 
theatrum  fapientitz  eterna,  folius,  vera, 
Chrijliano-cabaiijlicum,  divino-magicum,  nec- 
non  phyfico-chymicnm>  ter-tri-unum~cathoh- 
cum  ;  infiruclore  Henrico  Conrath. — "  The 
Amphitheatre  of  wifdom  eternal,  fole,  true, 
chriftiano-cabaliftical,  divino-magical,  phy- 
fico-chymieal,  three-in-one  Catholicon  ; 
conltruded  or  fabricated  by  Henry  Con-t 
rath.-— Let  them  {hew  me  in  all  antiquity, 
though  their  Auguilan  age  be  in  it,  a  thing 
to  equal  this.  I  omit  the  beauty  of  the 
Vol.   I.  N  con- 
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concatinated  adjectives,  each  with  its  flip* 
pery  daclyle,  denotative  of  the  matters 
treated  in  the  work.  After  having  called 
this  work  an  Amphitheatre,  what  could 
be  more  acute,  more  fuitable,  or  more  to 
the  purpofe  than  to  fay  conjlrutted  or  fabri- 
cated, and  not  written  or  compofed  by  Hen- 
ry Con  rath,  purfuing  the  allegory  to  the 
very  laft  morfel.  If  this  be  not  elegance, 
may  I  be  bereft  of  the  chrifm  of  true  La- 
tinity !" 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     VIII. 

Gerund  leaves  the  fchool  of  the  Domine,  be* 
ing  becot?ie  a  furious  Latimjl. 

FTER  the  Preceptor  had  uttered  Co 
terrible  a  malediction  upon  himfelf, 
which,  if  for  our  fins  it  had  been  effectual, 
would  have  defrauded  the  preceptorial  La- 
tinity  of  one   of  its   mod  ridiculous  orna- 
ments, he  went  on  to  inftruct  his  difciples 
in   the  chief  parts,  which   a  good  Latin 
book  comprizes.     After  the  title   of  the 
book,  he  told   them,  followed  the   names 
and  titles  of  the  author;  and  as   the  ftre- 
pitous,  magnificent,  and  intricate  refonance 
of  the  title,  naturally  excited  the  curiofity 
of  the  reader,  fo  the  titles,  honours,  and 
employments  of  the  author,  give  all  the' 
world  to  know  at  once  the  merit  of  the 
work.     <f  For  it   is    clear,  feeing  a  book 
compofed   by   a    Doctor  of  divinity,  by  a 
Regius-profeflbr,  and  particularly  if  he  is  a 
fellow  of  a  college,  by  an  Abbot,  by   a- 
Prior,  by  a  Definer  ;  but  what  if  an  Ex  be 
added  to  many  of  the  titles,  as  Ex-Definer, 
N  2  Ex- 
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Ex-Provincial,  &c.  and,  moreover,  it  he 
faid  that  he  is  a  Divine  of  the  Nunciature, 
of  the  Council  of  the  Conception,  Coun- 
fellor  of  the  Supreme,  a  King's  Chaplain  j 
above  all,  if  in  the  titles  are  (een  half  a  do- 
zen Protos,  with  a  few  Arches,  as  Proto-phy- 
fician,  Proto-philo- mathematician,  Arch- 
hiftoriographer  ;  it  is  indubitably  the  great- 
ell:  recommendation  of  the  work;  and  any 
one  who  has  his  underftanding  rightly 
placed,  and  his  judgment  where  it  fhould 
be,  wants  nothing  more  to  be  perfuaded 
that  an  author  fo  decorated  cannot  produce 
a  thing  which  is  not  exquifite  in  its  kind, 
and  falls  to  the  book  with  fo  high  a  con- 
ception of  the  wifdom  of  the  author  as  a- 
mazes  him.  Bleffings  attend  our  country- 
men, the  Spaniards,  and  the  Germans  like- 
wife,  who  in  this  refpeel  have  fet  a  moff. 
laudable  example  to  the  republic  of  letters  > 
fmce,  if  they  print  but  a  pamphlet,  whe- 
ther in  Latin  or  their  own  language,  a  fer- 
mon,  an  oration,  or  even  a  moral  advice,  they 
fet  in  the  front  of  it  all  that  they  are,  all 
they  were,  and  even  all  that  they  might 
have  been,  that  the  reader  may  not  be  mif- 
informed,  but  may  know  certainly  who  it' 
is  that  fpeaketh  ;  for  what  but  this  is  meant 
by,  Paft-ledurer,  ollmfocius,  Ex-provincial, 
2  Secretary- 
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Secretary-general,  Vifitor,  and  one  who 
was  thought  of  for  a  bifhop,  by  having  been 
mentioned  in  the  council  ?  And  thus  it 
ought  to  be  j  for  befides  what  this  con- 
duces in  recommendation  of  the  book,  an- 
other advantage  is  gained  by  it,  which  few 
have  worthily  confidered.  It  is  now  the 
.cnfcom  every  where  to  have  catalogues  or 
accounts  of  the  writers  of  all  nations,  in 
which  it  is  neceifary  to  exprefs  at  leaft  the 
country,  the  age,  the  pofTeffion,  and  the 
works  which  each  writer  has  given  to  the 
world.  Now  by  this  method  of  the  writer's 
fetting  forth  all  his  titles,  and  particularly 
if  he  takes  care  to  declare  the  country  in 
which  he  was  born,  as  many  are  laudably 
accuftomed  to  do,  that  it  may  not  be  de- 
frauded of  its  due  honour,  faying,  N.  2V. 
Gen'rofusValentinus,  770 bills  Ccefarcaiguftanus, 
clarljjwius  Cordiiblenjis  &  reMqud,  the  indaf- 
trious  compofer  of  fuch  catalogue  or  ac- 
count is  fpared  much  trouble,  enquiry,  ,and 
expence,  becaufe,  immediately  upon  open- 
ing any  work,  he  finds,  before  every  thing 
,elfe,  the  life  of  the  author  written  by  him- 
felf. 

"  And  upon  this  principle  I  riot  only  do 

not  condemn,  but  I  greatly  praife  certain 

modern  writers,  who,  if  a  good  occafion  of- 

N  3  fcr, 
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fer,  let  fall,  in  any  little  performance,  a$ 
information  of  all  the  other  works  they  have 
before  published,  as  well  that  the  curious 
reader  may  there  fee  them  all  together,  as 
to  prevent  any  evil-minded  nerfon  from  fa- 
thering an  offspring  that  is  not  his  own, 
left  we  mould  not  be  able  to  judge  conclu- 
fively  by  the  difference  of  ftyle  of  a  fuppo- 
fititious  child.  From  this  moft  important 
motive  was  an  individual  notice  thought  re- 
quifite  to  be  given  of  all,  or  almoft  all,  the 
productions  with  which  hitherto  the  repub- 
lic of  letters  hath  been  enriched,  by  a  cer- 
tain neoteric  writer,  a  polifhed,  terfe,  ele- 
gant, exact  orthcgrapher,  even  to  prolixity, 
even  to  fcrupulofity  :  a  columbine  and  fer- 
pentine  author,  both  in  one,  as  to  mew  his 
wifdom  and  his  harmlefTnefs,  he  called  him- 
felf  Fr.  Columbo  Serpiente,  and  publifhed  a 
little  treatife,  intitled,  The  Rout  of  the  A- 
lans,  againft  the  moft  learned,  moft  elo- 
quent, and  moft  modeft  M.  Soto-Marne, 
thus  I  call  him  j  for  though  the  king  and 
council  may  be  of  a  different  opinion,  and 
deny  him  licence  to  write  or  print  any 
thing  againft  that  poor  man,  Signor  Fey- 
joo,  yet  we  are  not  to  be  deprived  of  the 
liberty  of  judging  a,s  we  fee  fit.  It  was 
fufpected  and  faid  in  a  certain  community, 

that 
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that   this    routed  or    routing    paper,   was 

written   by  Doctor  — — .     Now  what  an 

atrocious  injury  was  this  fufpicion  !  What 

a  public  affront  !  the  difcourfe  of  three  or 

four  friends  in  the  cell  of  a  convent !  The 

irritated  Doctor  flies   into  a  rage,  fets  his 

grey-goofe  lance  in  its  reft,  and  writes   a 

letter  to  a  certain  brother  of  his,  who  was 

almofr.  lecturer,  or  lecturer  as-it-were,  of 

the  faid  community,  prints  it,  and  difperfes 

it  over  Spain,  that  all  men  might  know  the 

injury  he  had  received,  and  the  fatisfaction 

he  had  taken,  which,  without  doubt,  was 

very  great.  And  after  having  treated  this  Rout 

as  it  deferved,  calling  it  The  Rout  of  Con- 

fcieiice  and  Urbanity,  the  Rout  of  the  Spanifo 

Language,  the  Rout  of  Erudition,  the  Rout  of 

Wit,  the  Rout  of  Method,  the  Rout  of  Ortho- 

gragraphy  ;  and,  in  floor t,  the  Rout  of  all  the 

Routs  followed  by  the  moji  noble  pens  in  thefea 

of ' rriticifm  and  literature ;  he  adds,  not  one 

thing  is  there  in  it  which  can  be  'called  mine  : 

neither  the  phrafe,  nor  contexture,  nor  tranf- 

tions,  nor  the  manner  of  conveying  knowlege, 

nor  the  want  of  elegance,  nor  the  impropriety 

of  the  words,  nor  the  groffnefs  of  the  raillery, 

nor  the  lownefs  of  fome  of  the  jejls,  nor  the 

extravagance  of  ot/jers,  nor,  to  fay  it  in  one 

.word,    that  total  abfence  of  a   mojl  fubtile 

N  4  Jpirit, 
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jpirit,  which    dijlinguipes   authors   in   their 
writings,  and  is  perceived  but  by  thofe  under- 

Jiandhigs  which  have  open  pores.  Which  is  the 
fame  as  to  fay,  brother,  if  your  friars  were 
not  of  fuch  clofed  pores  and  conflipated  un- 
derftandings,  they   might  fmell  at  a  thou- 
fand   leagues  diltance,   that  'The  Rout  was 
not,  and  could  not  be,  my  work  j  becaufe 
in  all  my   works  the  phrafe  is  terfe  and  po- 
limed,  the  contexture  natural,  the  tranfi- 
tions   unforced,   the   manner  of  conveying 
knowlege  as  if  it  came  in  a  fedan  chair,  the 
words  moil  proper,  the  raillery  delicate, "and 
the  jells,  inftead  of  low,  with  a  heel-piece 
Above  four  fingers  high.    Though  it  mould 
be  only  by  the  orthography,  any  one,  who 
had  not  a  cold  might    fmell,   that  if  the 
Rout  were  mine  I  mould  never  permit  it  to 
be  printed  as  it  is  printed,  though  I  mould 
be  degraded,  and  lofe   my  doctor's  cap  for 
it.  Would  I  permit  that  the  conjunction  be 
expreiled  by   the  Greek  y,  and  not   by  the 
Latin  i  !  W^ould  I  fuffer,  that  in  my  works 
appear  de  el  padre*  de  la  agita,  and  not  with 
the  apoftrophe,  giving  {o  much  fait  and  fa- 
vour  to  them,  de  lagua,  df  el  padre!  No, 
no  ; Jtis    to    be  gro/lly  wanting  in  judge- 
ment, and  not  to  have  the  olfactory  faculty 
for  that  molt   fubtile   fpirit   which  diitin- 

guifhes 
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guifhes  authors  in  their  writings ;  and  he 
who  fees  not  that  my  writings  are  full  of 
this  fpirit,  can  be  no  genuine  dog  ;  I  declare 
him  a  cur.  Let.  the  peremptory  proof  of 
what  I  fay  be  my  productions. 

"  Now  comes  what  I  was  telling  you  be- 
fore, (continued  the  Domine,  fpeaking  to 
his  fcholars)  of  the  care  taken  by  writers  of 
the  moil:  note,  not  only  to  authorize  their 
works  with  all  their  titles,  but  to  let 
fall  in  fome  of  them  the  important  infor- 
mation of  all  the  preceding  ones.  And 
not  to  /peak  here,  proceeds  our  author,  of 
my  Lathi  works,  which,  at  the  time  when 
this  letter  was  written,  it  was  well  known, 
might  be  fuch  a  thing  as  half  a  dozen  ha- 
rangues, and  fuch  another  fample  of  de- 
dications, cftbofe  I  have  written  in  Spanif, 
in  profe  and  verfe,  fome  keep  clofe  quarters  in 
the  retirement  of  my  cell-,  others  go  about  mo- 
dejily  cloaked  in  an  enigma,  and  ornamented 
with  an  anagram ;  and,  others  again,  bear  all 
the  train  of  my  names,  apellatives,  and  bells. 
And  you  are  to  know,  my  fons,  (here  in- 
terrupted the  wag  of  a  Domine)  that  as  to 
this  affair  of  the  bells,  many  are  the  authors 
who  wear  them.  Ofthiscajl  (that  is,  of  the 
cafr.  of  the  bells)  are  the  approbation  I  gave 
to  afermon  of  the  father  M.  —  that  which 

I  made 
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I  made  for  thefermon  of that  which  l 

in  the  book  of  feftivals  of an  oration 

which  I  pronounced  in  a  chapter  of  my  or- 
der   another  which  I.  f poke  at  the  fu- 
neral of  the  book  of  f eft  reals  of 

and  I  know  not  what  b, fides.  You  fee  here 
a  curious,  individual,  and  minute  informa- 
tion of  certain  works  of  the  greateft  impor- 
tance, which  any  author  who  would  to- 
morrow continue  The  Spanifi  Library  of  Don 
Nicolas  Antonio,  finds  ready  to  his  hand, 
in  this  letter,  or  at  leaft  may  know  punc- 
tually, as  far  up  as  to  the  year  17^0,  all  the 
works  publimed  by  our  moft  weighty  writer, 
with  his  names,  appellatives,  and  bells. 

"I  am  well  aware  that  fome  modern  cri- 
tics turn  this  method  into  ridicule,  treat- 
ing it  as  quackery  and  title-madnefs,  with 
other  words  dillbnant,  offenfive,  and  the 
abhorrence  piarum  aurium,  pretending  that 
it  is  a  vain  oftentation,  and  wholly  uieleis 
as  to  the  recommendation  of  the  work ;  the 
merit  of  which,  they  fay,  is  to  be  confli- 
cted, not  by  the  titles  of  the  author,  but 
by  what  is  well  or  ill  faid  in  it.  They 
bring  us  the  example  of  the  French  and  the 
Italians,  who  ordinarily  put  no  more  than 
the  name,  or  at  moft  the  profeflion  of  the 
author  with  it,  even  in  works  mod:  cele- 
brated, 
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brated,  and  of  the  longeft  breath,  (a  phrafe 
I  am  much  pleafed  with)  as,  Hijioria  Ro- 
mana,  by  M.  Rollin  ;  Mabill&n  Benediclinus, 
of  the  congregation  of  St.  Maur  de  re  diplo- 
matica.  Hijioria  Ecclefiajlica,  by  the  Abbe 
Fleuri,  Specimen  Orient  alts  Ecclefce  Anthore 
foan.  Bapt.  Salerno,  Societatis  Jefu.  And 
though  they  are  pleafed  to  tell  us  that  the 
titles,  as  well  magnificent  as  ridiculous, 
which  fome  academies,  particularly  of  Ita- 
ly, have  adopted,  are  no  other  than  a 
pleafant  fatire  upon  the  titles  with  which 
fome  conceited  authors  come  forth  into 
public  view,  and  that  upon  this  account 
fome  academies  call  themfelves  'The  Sera- 
phic, the  Elevated,  the  Inflamed,  the  Olym- 
pic, the  Parthenic,  the  Enthroned;  and  o- 
thers,  on  the  contrary,  the  Obfcnre,  the 
Barren,  the  Obfinate,  the  Dark,  the  Idle, 
the  Sleepy \  the  Ankward,  and  the  Fantaf- 
tical -,  yet  let  thefe  barbarous  deftroyers  of 
laudable  cuftoms,  ufages,  and  rights,  fay 
what  they  will,  thefe  greater!:  of  buffoons, 
and  indecent  mockers  at  things  the  moft 
ferious,  the  moil  eftablifhed,  and  mofl  re- 
ceived of  grave,  learned,  and  pious  men.  I 
mall  always  attach  myfelf  to  a  book  whofe 
author  walks  majeftically  amidfl  his  ac- 
companiment of  a  dozen' titles,  rather  than 

to 
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to  another,  whofe  author  comes  forth  upon 
the  public  fiage  as  he  came  out  of  his  mo- 
ther's womb,  without  fo  much  as  a  rag  to 
cover  his  nakednefs.  This  might  do  very 
well  for  a  writer  in  the  ftate  of  innocence, 
but  we  are  not  in  that  ftate  now.  The 
Works  of  Friar  Luis  of  Granada,  of  the  Or- 
der of  Preachers — H  o  w  i  n  fu  1  fe  !  The  Works 
of  Father  de  la  Puente,  of  the  Society  of  fe- 
jus- — A  fit  companion  !  and  how  do  wc 
know  who  this  Friar  was?  And  whence 
does  it  appear  that  this  Father  was  not  per- 
haps a  bailiff  of  fome  little  convent,  or 
fteward  of  a  cottage  ? 

And,  fince  we  are  talking  of  this  fo- 
ciety,  I  mull  fay,  that,  though  as  to  other 
matters  I  have  a  great  veneration  for  it,  yet 
iri  this  affair  of  the  titles  of  books  and  au- 
thors, I  cannot  help  being  difgufred  at  it ; 
thofe  of  the  former  are  generally  quite 
plain  and  fimple,  and  the  latter  come  forth 
with  hardly  any  covering  but  their  fkin — ■ 
their  name,  appellative,  and  profeflion, 
and  now  and  then,  their  country,  that 
they  may  not  be  confounded  with  others 
of  the  fame  name,  and — good  night  to  ye. 
Their  mod  grave  authors,  thofe  of  the  firft 
magnitude,  feem  to  ftudv  to  intitle  their 
books  in  fuch  a  manner  as  if  they  were  but 

a  Life 
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a  Life  of  Lazarillo  de  Tormes,  and  to  pre- 
fent  themfelves  to  us  in  no  better  a  guife 
than  might  be  done  by  a  paltry  lay-brother. 
De  Religioner  Tomus  primus,  Authore  Fran- 
cifco  Suarez  Granatenji,  Societatis  Jefu,  De 
Concordia  Gratia  &  liheri-arbitrii;  Ant  bore 
Ludovico  de  Molina  Soc.  Jefu.  De  Contro- 
verjiis,  T'om.  1.  Auih.  Roberto  Bellarmino 
Soc.  Jefu,  And  if  any  one  adds  Prejbyter,* 
it  feems  to  him  to  be  as  complete  as  pof- 
fible.  I  cannot  praife  this  method,  or  ra- 
ther madnefsj  and,  however,  they  may 
think  to  perfuade  me  that  it  is  modefty, 
judgment,  prudence,  decency,  and  even  in 
fome  degree,  greater  authority  and  gravity, 
yet  all  that  dig  and  plough  will  never  con- 
vince me  of  it ;  and  thefe  feem  to  be  the 
mod  perfuafive  orators  hitherto  difcovered. 
For,  pray  tell  me,  are  ail  pretentions  to 
modefty,  decency,  prudence  and  gravity, 
given  up  by  thofe  jefuit-authors  (they  are 
not  many)  who  give  magnificent  and  fo- 
norous  titles  to  their  works,  fuch  as  T&eo- 
pompus,  Ars  magna  lucis  &  nmbrce,  Phcrus 
Scientiarum,  &c.  f  And  the  others  who 
omit  not  to  fay  if  they  are,  or  were  Doctors 
of  Divinity,  ProfeiTors,  Rectors,  &c.  ?  And 
tell  me  farther,  do  not  we  fee  that  even 
■kings  put  all  their  titles  and  dominations  in 

their 
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their  royal  edicts,  to  give  them  more  au- 
thority ;  and  that  the  fame  is  done  by  arch- 
bifhops,  bimops,  provifors,  and  all  who 
have  any  thing  at  all  to  put,  though  it  be 
but  titles  in  partibus,  or  of  the  calendar^ 
which  give  rank  alone,  without  the  charge 
of  refidence  ?  The  Pope,  indeed,  only  con- 
tents himfelf  with  faying,  Bendiffius  XIV. 
Servus  Servorum  Dei,  and  there  was  an  end 
of  the  matter;  but  that  is. a  humility  for 
the  head  of  the  church,  which  makes  not 
a  confequence  for  others,  and  ought  not  to 
be  brought  into  comparifon."  Thefe  laffc 
arguments,  though  fo  ridiculous,  were  of 
great  weight  with  our  illuftrious  preceptor, 
who  endeavoured  to  imprint  them  ftrongly 
on  the  minds  of  his  difciples,  that  they 
might  know  how  to  chufe  and  eftimate 
books   properly. 

From  the  title,  both  of  books  and  their 
authors,  he  parled  to  the  dedication.  In 
the  firfb  place  he  highly  extolled  the  ufeful 
and  polite  invention  of  introducing  this  kind 
of  urbanity  into  the  literary  world  j  fince, 
befides  that,  fometimes  a  poor  author,  who 
has  no  other  income  than  what  his  penv 
produces,  may  live  handfomely  by  fuch 
lawful  and  honefr.  means ;  he  is  furnimed 
by    it   with  a  fair  opportunity  of  praifing 

three 
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three  or  four  friends,  and  making  his  court 
to  half  a  dozen  great  perfonages,  who,  if 
they  fhould  not  be  all  that  it  is  faid  they  are 
in  the  dedications,  will  at  leaft  know  what 
they  ought  to  be.     In  the  fecond  place,  he 
was  furioufly  irritated  againft  the  author  of 
the     Obfervatloncs    Halenfes,     and     a    few 
others  of  the  fame  flamp,  who,  at  the  in- 
ftigation  of  the  devil,  and  not  having  the 
fear  of  God  before  their  eyes,  fay  that  this 
dedicating  of  books   is  a  kind  of  beggary, 
Dedicatio  librorum  ejifpecies  mendicandi ;  and 
one  of  them,  I  don't  know  which,  goes  fo 
fo  far  as  to  affert  that  the  firft  inventor  of 
dedications  was  a  mendicant  friar.    "  Blaf- 
phemy  !!"  exclaimed   the  Domine,  "  Ma- 
lignity !    Mo  ft    fupine    ignorance  !    For, 
do    we  not  know   that   Cicero    dedicated 
his    works    to   his   relations   and  friends  ? 
And  was  Cicero  a  medicant  friar  ?  Do  we 
not  know  that  Virgil  dedicated,  or  at  leaft 
intended  to    dedicate,    his   Eneid  to  Au- 
guftus  ?  And  was  Pubiius  Virgilius  Maro  a 
mendicant  friar  ?  Lailly,  is  it  not  known, 
even  by  the  authors  of  Malabar,  that  Ho- 
race dedicated  all  he  wrote  to  Mecenas,  and 
that  hence  whoever  a  book  is  dedicated  to 
is  called  Mecenas,  Mecanati  meo  plurimwn 
colcndo,  though  his  real  name  may  be  Pedro 

Fer- 
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Fernandez  ?  *  And  in  what  order  of  men- 
dicant friars  ranked  the  reverend  father 
Quintus  Horatius  Flaccus  ?  So  that,  my 
fons,  this  cuftom  of  dedications  is  very  an- 
cient and  very  laudable,  and  practifcd  not 
only  by  the  for-god's- taking  and  begging 
authors  as  thefe  buffoons  affert,  but  by 
popes,  emperors  and  kings  -,  fince  we  fee 
that  St.  Gregory  the  Great  dedicated  his 
bock  of  Morals  to  St.  Leander,  archbifhop  of 
Seville;  Charles  the  Great  compofed  a  trea- 
tife  againfl  a  certain  heretical  confpiracy  in 
Greece  to  deftroy  the  holy  images,  and 
dedicated  it  to  his  fecretary  Enginardus  5 
and  Henry  the  eighth  of  England  dedicat- 
ed to  the  pope  and  the  holy  catholic 
church,  from  which  he  afterwards  feparat- 
ed,  the  bock  he  wrote  in  defence  of  the 
faith  againft  Luther." 

**  And  how,  Sir,"  afked  one  of  the 
boys,  '•  are  dedications  to  be  made  ?"  "  In 
the  eafieft  manner  in  the  world,"  replied 
the  preceptor,  !■  let  a  certain  modern  half- 
author  fay  what  he  will,  who  is  ever  and 
anon  tranflating  French  trumpery,  and 
would  make  us  believe  he  is  lbmebody, 
only  becaufe  he  does  with  the  French  what 

*  As  if  we  fhould  fay,  John  of  Nokes,  or  Thomas 
Stile. 

a/ly 
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any  boy  in  the  fourth  form  would  do  witii 
the  Latin  ;  for  hitherto  we  have  [qqu  no- 
thing of  his  own  flock  but  amiferaole  Ac- 
clamation of  the  kingdom  of  Navarre  *  on  the 
coronation  of  our  king  Ferdinand  the  fixth, 
whom  God  preferve  -, — -by  the  fame  token, 
this  acclamation  had  its  jacket  well  trimmed 
by  a  pamphlet  that  came  out  flap  upon  it, 
intitled,  A  Colly rium  for  the  fiort-Jighted, 
which,  though  many  faid  it  did  not  hurt 
the  work  in  the  leaft,  nor  even  the  hem  of 
its  garment;  and,  that  after  all,  it  was  but 
reprinting  it  by  fcraps,  and  difcharging 
with  each  fcrap  a  volley  of  all  manner  of 
offenfive  rubbifh  againft  the  author  and 
thofe  whom  he  had  praifed ;  and  though  it 
is  likewife  true  that  it  was  immediately 
prohibited  by  the  inquifition,  yet,  in  mort, 
this  fame  pamphlet  fo  banged  his  author- 
fhip,  that  it  left  him  as  black  as  his  caf- 
fock — -this  worthy  wight,  then,  towards  the 
end  of  a  dedication  he  has  lately  made  to  a 
great  minifter,  would  perfuade  us,  only 
becaufe  he  has  taken  it  into  his  head,  that 
there  is  not  in  all  the  kingdom  of  eloquence  fo 
difficult  a  province  as  a  well-written  dedi* 
cation. 

"  But  now  I  fay  there  is  nothing  more 
eafy,  provided  a  man  is  inclined  to  follow 

Vol.  I.  O  the 
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the  true  tafte  and  true  air  of  dedications. 
For  firffc  of  all  you  take  of  fubftantives  and 
adjectives,  fonorous  and  metaphorical,  half 
a  dozen,  (or  if  a  dozen,  ftill  better)  which 
are  to  be  put  in  the  front  of  the  book,  the- 
lis,  or  print  (for  even  prints  are  dedicated) 
before  the  name  of  the  Mecenas,  and  to  be 
fo  appropriate  to  his  character  and  profef- 
fion,  as   if  they  were  call  in  a  mould  for 
them.     For  example,  if  the  dedication  be 
in  Latin,  and  addreffed  to  a  bifhop,  the  fu- 
perfcription,  direction,  or  epigraph,  is    to 
be  in  this  manner,  Sapientice  Oceano,  Vir- 
tutum  omnium  Abyfo,  Charifmatum  Encyclo- 
pedia, Prudent  ice  Miraculo,  Charitatis  Por- 
tent o,  Miferationum  ^haumaiurgo,  Spiranti 
Poly  ant  hece,  Bibliothecce  deambulanti,  Eccle- 
fee    Tytani,  Infularnm   Mitrce,  Hefpericcquc 
totius -  fulgent  iffimo  Phofporo,  Illujlrifjimo  Dno 
Domino  meo  Don  Caio   aut  Titio.     If  the 
work  be  dedicated  to  an  holy  image,  as,  wc 
may  fay,  to    our  Lady  of  Solitude,  or  our 
Lady  of  Griefs,  there  are  a  thoufand  good 
things  to  lay  our  hands  upon  ;  as  Mart  A- 
maro,   Soli  Bis- Soli,    Or  bis  Or  bat  a  Parcnti, 
Ancillae  Liber  rima  abjque  Liber  o,   l^heotcco 
fine  Filio,  Corificlce  nonffle,  Puejperce,  inquam, 
diris  mucronibus  corf o fee fub  Iconico  Archetypo 
of  fo  and  fo.     But  if  the  dedication  be  in 

Spanifh, 
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Spanim,  and  made  to  a  military  man, 
though  no  more  than  a  captain  of  horfe, 
then  we  are  to  follow  another  courfe,*  and 
before  all  things  muff:  be  faid,  To  the  Spa- 
Ti'tfi  Xerxes,  the  Andalujian  Alexander,  the 
Bet  hie  Cefar,  <The  Cyrus  if  Genii,  the  Euro- 
pean Tamer  lain  9  the  Cis-montain  Khuli-Kans 
the  not  fabulous  Mars,  Don  fuch  an  one,  Cap- 
tain of  Light  Horfe,  in  fuch  or  fuch  a  regi- 
ment— and  not  lug  in  the  name  of  the  Me- 
cenas  by  the  head  and  moulders,  like  fome 
ridiculous  moderns,  faying  drily,  To  Don 
fuch  an  one,  or,  To  the  Duchefs  of  fuch  a 
thing,  which  feems  no  other  than  the  di- 
rection of  a  letter  to  go  by  the  pod. 

"  Dedications  have  I  feen,  much  extolled 
by  fome  poor,  ignorant,  credulous  fouls, 
addreffed  to  the  very  king  of  Spain  himfelf, 
which  faid  in  the  front  only,  to  the 
king,  in  great  capital  letters,  without 
any  other  beginnings,  or  endings,  or  addi- 
tions, or  ornaments.  I  cannot  exprefs  how 
much  I  was  moved  at  it,  giving  me  fuch  a 
naufea,  that  I  am  even  now  ready  to  reach 
at  the  very  thought  of  it.  to  the 
King  !  But  to  what  king,  blockhead  ? 
Since  we  know  not  if  it  is  to  king  Stork* 
or  king  Log,  or  the  unkinged  king  that 
was  fen t  a  grazih£s4  to  the  king  !  Can 
O  2  there 


i96,       The    HISTORY    of 

there  be  greater  rudenefs  ?  to  the  king  ! 
Tell  me,  iniblent,  barefaced,  ram  wretch, 
is  it  to   the  king  of  Clubs  or  the  king  of 
Spades  ?  The  critics,  indeed,   would  palm 
this  upon  us   for  the  greater  refpecl,    the 
greater  veneration,  and  alfo  more  profound 
acknowledgement,  as  no  Spaniard  can,  or 
ought   to  underftand  by  the  general  name 
of  King,  any  other  than  the  king  of  Spain  ; 
and  as  other  nations  ought  to  underftand  the 
fame,  fince  there  is  not  a  king  in  the  dif- 
covered  world  who  poflefTes  fuch  extenfive 
dominions  by  many   millions  of   leagues. 
Trifles,  mere  trifles  !  For  this  very  reafon, 
before  coming  to  his  augufl  name,   mould 
he   have   been    iuggefted   by  at   leafr.  fifty 
titles,    or  allegorical    infcriptions,    which 
ihould  have  gone  on  by  degrees,  exciting 
expectation   and    aftonifhment,    fomewhat 
to  this  efTec!:,  T'o  the  powerful  Emperor  of 
two  Worlds,  the  Emulator  of  the  Sun,  the 
Sublunary  Fhckns  in  what  he  governs,  cis  the 
Cclejlial  in  what  he   enlightens,  the  Arch- 
Monarch  of  the  Earth  -,  and   aftewards,  to 
fhew  his  pcrfonal  virtues,  to  add,  The  Royal 
Depofitory  of  Clemency,  the  Crowned  Archive 
of  fujlice,    the  facrcd  augufi    Treafure    of 
Piety,  the  imperial  Shield  oj  Religion,  the  pa- 
cific,  beneficent,  magnetic,   magnificent,  Ca- 
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tholic  King  of  the  Spams,  Ferdinand  the 
Sixth,  pious,  happy,  always  Augujlus,  King  of 
Cajlik,  of  Leon,  of  Navarre,  of  Arragon* 
&c.  and  to  go  on,  proceeding  thus,  to  the 
very  lafl  of  his  royal  titles.  The  other  me- 
thod is  to  treat  the  king  like  fome  bare- 
footed gentleman,  or  Don  Dowlas,  bring- 
ing him  out  fo  lonely  upon  the  paper,  as 
if  he  were  one  of  thofe  ancient  Majefties 
who  wandered  up  and  down  the  good  fields 
of  God,  feeding  (lieep,  and  drove  the  oxen 
to  water  in  their  own  royal  and  proper  per- 
sons. 

"  Neither  can  I  relifh,  that  after  the  in- 
scription, the  king  mould  be  fpoken  to 
.with  flicking  to  him  a  Sir  as  fliffas  a  flake, 
for  there  wants  only  the  addition  to  make 
it  Dear  Sir,  as  if  it  was  a  familiar  letter 
from  a.  fuperior.  Our  forefathers  were 
more  refpectful  men,  and  truly  circumfpeel, 
fince  they  never  fpoke  to  the  king  without 
beginning  in  this  manner,  May  it  pleafe 
your  Sacred,  Catholic,  Royal  Majejly,  a 
thing  which  filled  the  mouth  with  vene- 
ration ;  and  befides,  made  a  majefltc  line. 
I  have  heard  that  the  other  manner  of  our 
treating  the  king  was  caught,  like  a  thou- 
sand other  things,  by  infection  from  the 
Frerjch,  who,  when  they'fpeak  to  their 
O  3  moil 
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moil  Chriftian  king  let  fly  a  Sire  at  him., 
in  pun's  naturalibus,  and  away  they  go.  The 
deuce  take  you  Frenchmen,  how  contagi- 
ous you  are!  What  if  they  fhould  take  it 
into  their  fantaftical  heads  to  call  their 
queen  Sirena,  mull  we  likewife  currently 
call  ours  fo  ?  To  be  fure  her  majefty  would 
be  finely  flattered  !  They  treat  their's  with 
Madame,  and,  truly,  fhould  any  Spaniard  be 
fo  frolicfome  as  to  treat  his  queen  fo,  I 
would  not  be  in  his  coat  for  fomething,  un- 
lefs  indeed  it  mould  happen  to  be  fome  lay- 
brother,  one  of  thofe  who  are  faints  and 
afFedledly  fimple,  for  fuch  gentry  have  a 
licence  to  thou  the  very  pope — and  there  is 
all  the  beauty  of  their  faintfhip.  There- 
fore, my  fons,  obferve  well  what  has  been 
faid,  and  fix  in  your  memories  thefe  moil 
important  leflbns. 

"  Never  print  any  thing,  though  it  fhould 
be  but  fome  forry  quodlibets  or  fchool- 
queflions,  without  its  dedication  by  its  fide; 
for  by  this  you  will  not  only  lofe  nothing, 
but  it  will  be  very  hard  if  you  do  not  fave 
at  leaf!  the  cofl  of  the  impreffion  ;  fince  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  all  Mecenafcs  are  not  to 
be  like  that  fly,  niggardly  pope,  (God  for- 
give me)  Leo  the  tenth,  to  whom  a  famous 
alchemifl  dedicated  a  very  important  book, 

in 
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in  which,  as  he  himfelf  allured  him,  were 
contained  the  mofl  recondite  fecrets  of  the 
Cryfopee,  that  is,  a  very  eafy  method  of 
converting  all  the  metals  in  the  world  into 
gold ;  and  this  good  Signor  Pontiff  (God 
forgive  me)  gave  him,  for  the  whole  of  his 
acknowledgement,  a  cart  load  of  bags  to 
contain  the  gold  which  he  was  about  to 
make  :  a  thing,  much  laughed  at  by  evil- 
minded  perfons,  but  which  the  erudite  and 
truly  learned  took  for  a  piece  of  pitifulnefs, 
and  bewailed  with  tears  of  indignation. 
Your  dedication  once  refolved  upon,  charge 
it  and  ftuffit  with  allegorical,  fymbolical, 
and  altifonant  appellations  ;  and,  if  it 
fhould  be  to  any  royal  perfon,  be  careful  to 
treat  him  with  due  reipect,  and  that  he 
come  not  into  public  without  his  company 
of  guards  de  corps,  and  his  band  of  hal- 
berdeers,  that  is,  of  epithets  well  laced 
and  mounted,  preceded  by  titles  with 
muftachos,  who  may  go  opening  a  palTage, 
and  crying,  "  Clear  the  way," 

"  And  though  the  lecture  grows  rather 
long,  yet,  that  we  may  conclude  in  it  all  that 
relates  to  the  fubftance  of  dedications,  I  will 
inftruct  you  in  two  other  points,  which  are  cf 
thegreateft  importance.  There  are  fome  au- 
thors who  write  in  Latin,  yet  fo  very  Spa- 
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nifh,  that  when  they  come  to  put  the  true 
titles  of  the  perfons  to  whom  they  dedicate 
their  works,  as  the  duke  of  that,  and  the 
marquis  of  the  other,  &c.  put  them  in  a 
Latin  fo  plain,  natural,  and  low,  that  an 
old  beggar-woman  can  underftand  them, 
though  me  can  neither  write  nor  read, 
merely  by  hearing  them  pronounced  ;  for 
in  this  plain  way  they  fay,  Duci  de  Medina* 
Celi,  Comiti  de  Alt  amir  a,  Marcbioni  de  Af- 
torgdy  Domino  de  Ios  Cameros,  Conjiliario  Re* 
gio,  &c.  How  ridiculous  !  It  would  be 
better,  than  to  fay  it  thus,  to  put  it  in 
downright  Dunftable.  How  much  more 
elegant  and  more  Latin  would  it  be  to  fay? 
Cczlico-MetiMKenJi,  DuEiori-Satrapcs,  a  Co- 
mitiis  de  Cacumhiato-coiifpeclii.)  Mcenium  Af- 
furicenjum  a  Markis,  Lec~li-Fabrorum  Dy- 
uqfta,  a  Penetralibus  R^giis,  &c.  and  if  the 
readers  do  not  underftand  it,  let  them  learn 
fome  other  trade,  for  that  is  no  fault  of  the 
writer,  who,  when  he  fets  himfelf  to  com- 
pofe  in  Latin,  is  not  to  employ  a  Latin  that 
may  be  underftood  by  any  Rem'uiimijla  ?. 

"  It  is  another  thing,  indeed,  when  the 
titles  are  not  true  ones,  but  purely  allego- 
rical or  fymbolical,  invented  by  the  genius 


*  A  dealer  in  re  miniena  literal  ia> 

4 


FRIAR     GERUND.     201 

of  the  author ;  for  then,  that  all  the  grace 
and  reaibn  of  the  invention  mould  be  dif- 
played,  it  is  highly  necefiary  to  give  them 
plain  and  fimple.  I  will  explain  myfelf  by 
an  example.  In  the  year  1704  a  cer- 
tain German  author  publifhed  a  Latin 
Work,  intitled,  (Jeograpbia  Sacra  feu  Eccle- 
Jiaflica,  which  he  dedicated  to  the  Three 
Sole,  Sovereign,  Hereditary  Princes  in  Hea- 
ven and  on  Earth,  Tribus  Summis  at  que 
XJnicis  Principibus  hcereditariis  in  C<zlo  £?  in 
Terra,  that  is,  to  Jems  Chrift,  Frederic 
Auguftus,  Electoral- Prince  of  Saxony,  and 
Maurice  William,  Hereditary  Prince  of  the 
province  of  Saxe-Ceitz,  Chrifto,  nempe,  Fre- 
deric 0  Augujlo  Principi-EleElorali  Saxonice, 
&  Mauritio  Wilhelmo,  Provi?iciarum  Saxo- 
Cizen/ium  hceredi.  A  great  thing  !  Yet 
you  are  about  to  hear  it  ftill  greater.  Now 
what  titles  mould  our  incomparable  author 
invent  to  exprefs  the  ftates  of  which  Jefus 
Chrift  is  hereditary  prince?  Be  attentive, 
my  fons,  for  never  in  your  lives,  perhaps, 
will  you  read  a  diviner  thing ;  and  as  to 
myfelf,  had  I  been  the  inventor  of  it,  I 
would  not  change  with  Ariftotle  or  Plato. 

"  He  calls  Jefus  Chrift,  then,  in  clear  and 
fimple  Latin,  as  it  was  necefiary  he  mould 
ufe  on  this  important  occafion,  Imperator 
soronatus  cczleftium  Exercituum  -,  eleclus  Rex 
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Sionis,femper  Augujlus,  Chrijliance  EccLfi<2 
Pont  if  ex  Maximus,  &  Archi-Epifcopus  Atii- 
marum  ;  Elector  Veritatis,  Archi-Dux  Glo- 
ria ;  Dux  Vita? ;  Princeps  Pads  ;  Eques  Por- 
ta Infemi  -,  Triumphator  Mortis  ;  Dominus 
heridatarius  Gentium ;  Dominus  fujlitiaj,  £? 
Patris  ca?lejiis  a  Sanffioribus  Conjiliis,  &c. 
&c.  &c.  That  is  to  fay,  becaufe  it  is  of 
great  importance,  that  every  one  fhould 
underftand  it,  Chrifi  is  The  crowned  Em- 
peror of  the  celeflial  armies.  Elected  King  of 
Sion,  always  Augujlus,  Higb-Priejt  of  the 
Chrifiian  church,  Archbifop  of  Souls,  Elector 
of  Truth,  Arch-Duke  of  Glory,  Duke  of  Life, 
Prince  of  Peace,  Knight  of  Hell-gates,  Tri- 
vmpher  over  Death,  hereditary  Lord  of  Na- 
tions, Lord  of  Jufice,  and  Counfllor  of  State 
and  of  the  Cabinet  to  his  Celejiial  Father. 
And  the  author  adds,  very  opportunely, 
three  &c.  &c.  &c's,  by  way  of  mewing 
that  he  had  yet  to  fpare  many  other  titles 
which  were  at  his  fingers'  ends,  and  which 
he  might  be  writing  from  hence  to  to-mor- 
row morning,  if  thofe  given  were  not  fuf- 
ficient  to  fhew  thofe  he  could  have  added. 
Commit  this,  my  boys,  to  memory,  learn 
it  well,  and  let  it  ever  be  at  hand  ;  for  a 
thoufand  occafions  will  offer  to  you,  in 
which  you  may  avail  yourfelves  of  it  as  a 
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model,  and  by  that  means  do   a  credit  tQ 
yourfelves  and  me. 

"  Three  words  only  are  wantingconcern- 
ing  the  body  and  foul  of  the  dedication.  It 
is  fuppofed  that  the  Latin  is  always  to  be 
roaring,  altifonant,  intricate,  and  not  to  be 
conftrued,  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  the 
Latin  of  a  famous  dedication  which  fome 
years  ago  Gerund  Zotes's  father  gave  me  to 
conftrue,  and  conftrue  it  I  did  truly  with- 
out the  fmalleft  error,  in  the  prefence  of  all 
the  chief  priefthood  of  St.  Millan  in  the 
pilgrimage  of  the  Chriit  of  Villa-Quixida. 
It  is  fuppofed  likewife,  that  whoever  a  work 
is  dedicated  to,  be  he  who  he  will,  is  to  be 
engrafted  on  the  ftock  of  our  mod  ancient 
king  Bamba,  or  at  leaft  on  that  of  Don  Ve- 
remundo  the  deacon,  whether  in  a  right 
or  tranfverfe  line,  for  that  is  of  no  confe- 
quence,  and  it  is  an  affair  of  very  little 
trouble,  fince  there. is  Jacob  William  Im- 
hoff,  a  Dane  or  Swede  (I  do  not  exactly 
remember)  the  famous  genealogift  of  the 
illuflrious  houfes  of  Spain  and  Italy,  who 
will  directly  make  an  affinity  for  any  one 
with  whoever  will  turn  to  mod  account. 
Befides  thefe  fuppofitions,  it  is  well  known 
that  the  beginning  of  every  dedication 
is  always  to  fet  forth  the  impulfive  caufe 

which 
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which  irrefiftibly  compelled  the  author  to 
the  liberty  which  he  takes,  which  caufe  is 
never  to  be  any  other  than  that  of  feeking  a 
powerful  protector  againft  emulation,  a 
fhield  againft  malignity,  a  made  againft  the 
burning  ardours  of  envy,  arTuring  him,  with 
a  fteady  face,  that  with  fuch  a  Mcccnas  he 
fears  not  either  the  Ariftarchufes  or  the 
Zoilufes,  fince,  terrified  at  his  name,  they 
either  will  not  dare  to  {hew  their  heads  out 
of  their  lurking  holes,  or  if  they  fhould 
have  the  boldnefs  to  do  it,  will  become  the 
Icarufes  Gf  their  temerity,  their  waxen 
wings  defolving  at  the  inflamed  and  fpark- 
ling  rays  of  fo  fulgorous  and  refpendent  a 
defender  j  for,  in  truth,  let  a  book  be  der 
dicated  even  to  the  moft  Holy  Sacrament, 
yet  if  it  be  a  bad  one,  there  are  men  fo  in- 
folent  and  mordacious  that  at  the  fame  time 
they  adore  the  divine  object  of  the  dedi- 
cation, they  will  tear  the  book  to  matters, 
and  fometimes  not  leave  a  whole  bone  in 
the  dedication  itfelf :  and  more  than  two 
books  in  folio  have  I  feen  called  in  by  the 
inquifition,  though  dedicated  to  kings,  to 
emperors,  and  even  to  the  very  pope,  with- 
out theMecenafes  being  at  all  concerned  or 
caring  a  jot  about  the  matter  $  no  account 

being 
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being  to  be  found  in  hiftory  that  there  ever 
was  a  war  between  Chriftian  princes,  in  de- 
fence of  a  book  that  had  been  dedicated  to 
them,  though  it  has  often  raged  tremend- 
ouflyforas  a  weighty  a  concern  as  a  feather 
or  a  ftraw  ;  yet  I  fay,  though  the  affair  be 
thus,  by  the  juft  judgments  of  God  and  for 
the  fins  of  the  world,  we  ought  ever  to  hold 
with  that  proverb  which  fays,  He  that 
leans  againft  a  good  tree,  has  a  good  made 
over  him  -,  and  that  at  all  adventures,  every 
well-written  dedication  mould  open  with. 
this  fuitable,  delicate,  and  true  thought." 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.     IX. 

In  which  an  account  is  given  of  the  juji  mo- 
tive our  Gerund  had,  not  yet  to  leave  his 
grammatical  Jludies,  as  the  lajl  chapter 
promifed. 


THE  curious  reader  will  doubtlefs  be 
furprifed  that  as  we  had  faid  in  the 
title  of  the  preceding  chapter,  that  the 
ingenious  and  induirfious  Gerund  leaves 
the  fchool,  he  mould  ilill  be  found  in  it* 
receiving  with  attention  the  ikilfui  in- 
ftructions  of  the  very  learned  preceptor, 
againft  the  faith  of  hiftory,  or  at  leaffc 
againft.  the  inviolable  fidelity  of  our  honefl 
word.  Eut  if  he  will  be  fo  kind  as  to  have 
a  little  patience  and  lend  a  benign  ear  to 
our  moil  weighty  reafons,  he  may  happen 
to  repent  of  the  raihnefs  and  precipitation 
with  which  he  has  already  in  the  interior 
of  his  heart  condemned  us  without  a 
hearing. 

Firft  of  all,  it  is  an  intolerable  flavery^ 
not  to  fay  a  ridiculous  fervility,  that  a  poor 
author  mould  be  obliged  to  fulfil  what  he 
promifes,  not  only  in  the  title  of  a  chapter 

but 
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but  in  the  title  of  a  book.     What  written 
obligation  docs  the  author  give  the  reader 
to  oblige  him  to  that,  either  in  form  of  re- 
cognizance or  of  fimple  note  *  ?  And  thus 
we  fee  authors  of  great  fame  put  what  titles 
they   pleafe    to  their  books,  though    they 
have  no  relation  to  the   matter  treated  of 
in    them,  and   nobody    has  faid    a    word 
about  it,  nor  have  they  fpoiled  their  fortune 
by  it.     For  example,  at   reading  the  title 
Margarita  Antoniana,  or  Antoniana  Mar- 
garita,   with  which   the  famous  Spaniard 
Gomez  Pereyra  baptifed  his  work,  who  was 
the   true  patriarch  of  the  Defcartefes,  the 
Newtons,  the  Boyles,  and  the  Leibnitzes, 
who  would  not  think  that  he  was  about  to 
entertain  us  with  fome  very  curious  trea- 
tife  upon  that  margarite  or  pearl,  worth  I 
don't  know  how  many  thoufands,  in  a  dif- 
iolution  of  which  with  wine  or  water  (for 
that  point  is  not  perfectly  cleared  up)  Cleo- 
patra drank  Anthony's  health,  or  of  which 
(he  made  a  little  innocent  repaflforhim  on 
afaft  day,  for  it  is  related  both  ways  by  the 
hiitorians  ?  No  Sir,  nothing  at  all  like  it,  I 

*  Hence  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  cufbm  for  au- 
thors or  their  bookfellers  to  give  a  prcmiiibry  note,  fo 
laudably  praclifed  in  our  metropolis,  in  the  ftrft  numbers 
of  weekly  publications,  does  not  prevail  in  Sp^in 
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afiure  you.  The  Antoniana  Margarita  is 
no  other  than  a  mod  delicate  treatife  of 
philofophy,  to  prove  that  the  brutes  have 
no  fenfitive  foul,  and  to  arraign  on  this  oc- 
cafion  many  other  opinions  of  Ariftotle, 
which  for  a  long  feries  of  ages  were  in  full 
and  quiet  poffeffion  of  the  veneration  of 
the  fcjiools,  not  only  as  the  opinions  of  this 
author,  but  as  indifputable  principles,  fo 
indifputable,  that  even  to  doubt  of  them 
would  be  a  kind  of  heretical  delinquency  ; 
and  ncverthelefs,  this  crofs-grained,  fubtle, 
and  litigious  Gallician  had  the  hardinefs  to 
conteft  their  title  to  this  veneration,  though 
he  fhould  not  be  able  to  deprive  them  of 
pofleffion.  But  why  did  he  give  his  work 
a  title  fo  foreign  to  the  fubject  ?  Why  ?  for 
a  reafon  as  pious  as  it  was  flrong,  and  which 
no  one  can  quarrel  with  ;  becaufe  his  fa- 
ther was  called  Anthony  and  his  mother 
Margaret ;  and  as  he  had  not  furhcient 
means  to  found  an  anniverfary  for  their 
fouls,  he  would  at  lead  found  this  dutiful 
remembrance  of  them.  Well  then  !  Let 
them  now  come  and  upbraid  me  that  I  do 
not  fulfil  what  I  promife  in  the  title  of  a 
chapter. 

Befides   this,    however    important    the 
chapter  of  a  book  may  be,  will  it  ever  be 
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fo  important  as  the  chapter  of  a  religious 
community  ?  And  yet  how  often  do  we  fee 
that  the  refult  *  of  a  chapter  is  very  diffe- 
rent from  what  was   propofed  in   the  be- 
ginning ?  And  what  chapter  was  ever  yet 
declared  null  and  void  merely  upon  this  ac- 
count ?  In  fhort,  if  a  poor  author  begins 
to  write  a  chapter  with  a  good  and  found 
intention   of  bringing  it  out  of  a  proper 
length  and  juft   proportion,  and   honeftly 
fulfill  what  he  promifed  in  the  beginning, 
and  afterwards  a  thoufand  things  come  a- 
crofs   him  which  never  entered  his  head 
before,  of  which  he  would  be  much  griev- 
ed to  forego  the  mention,  is  it  poffible  that 
this  favour  may  not  be  granted  him,  or  this 
weaknefs  be  not  connived  at,  when  in  con- 
ventions we  fee  at  every  turn  things  inter- 
vene which  break  the  thread  of  the  prin- 
cipal fubjett  for  an  hour  or  two,  when  in- 
stead of  our  teflifying  any  great  difguft,  we 
rather  bear  patiently  with  the  adverfity  and 
with   the  weaknefs   of  our  neighbour  and 
go   quietly   on  ?    Then  why  fhall  not  the 
lame   charity  and  the  fame  pity  and  for- 
bearance be  exercifed  towards  authors  and 
their  books  ?  Befides,  would    it  not  have 

*  Chapters  of  election  ;  in  which  of  courfe  much  po- 
hcy  a:id  ilratagem  is  exerted. 

Vol.  I.  P  been 
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been  lamentable,  that  merely  to  comply 
with  what  the  chapter  had  inconfiderately 
promifed,  we  fhould  have  taken  our  Ge- • 
rund  from  fchool  before  his  time,  and 
without  having  heard  other  Icflbns,  not 
lefs  curious  than  neceffary,  with  which 
his  fcholars  were  enriched  by  the  pedantic 
matter  ? 

He  told  them,  then,  that  in  their  Latin 
competitions,  of  whatever  kind,  they 
fhould  guard  carefully  again  ft  imitating  the 
ilile  of  Cicero,  or  any  of  thofe  other  fliles, 
which,  though  proper,  chafle,  and  ele- 
gant, were  yet  fo  clear  and  fo  natural  that 
any  reader,  however  dull,  might  compre- 
hend at  the  firft  view  what  they  meant 
to  fay  :  and  this  for  many  reafons,  which 
vied  with  each  other  for  powerfulnefs  ; 
the  frfr,  becaufe  in  holy  fcripture  much 
praife  is  given  to  that  hero,  as  valourous 
as  wife,  who  treated  on  the  feiences  mag- 
nificently, magnffice  etenim  fcieniiam  traela- 
bat%,  and  certainly  nothing  can  be  treat- 
ed on  magnificently  when  we  make  ufe 
of  obvious,  trivial,  and  common  words, 
though  ever  fo  pure  and  proper.  The  fe- 
cond,  becaufe  if  we  do  not  endeavour  to 
hold  fad  the  attention  of  readers  and 
hearers   by   obfeurity,  or  at  lcafl  by    that 

the 
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the  meaning  of  the  phrafe  be  not  imme- 
diately intelligible,  experience  Shews  us 
that  fome  will  fall  a-fnoring,  and  others  be 
thinking  of  things  a  thoufand  miles  off; 
becaufe  the  imagination  of  mortals  is  very- 
volatile.  The  third ;  becaufe  whilft  the 
reader  is  turning  over  Dictionaries  and 
Lexicons  to  understand  a  word,  its  figni- 
fication  remains  afterwards  impreSTed  upon 
his  memory,  and  together  with  that  the 
doctrine  and  thought  of  the  author.  The 
fourth,  and  moll  powerful  of  all,  that 
thofe  gentlemen  Strangers  who  are  pleafed 
to  take  upon  them  to  brand  the  Latin  of 
the  Spaniards  as  difordered,  incurious,  and 
difhevelled,  may  know  that  here  alfo.  we 
know  how  to  write  a  la  papillotte-,  and 
bring  out  a  Latin,  with  as  many  buckles, 
as  if  it  had  been  combed  in  the  Rue  St. 
Honore  a~  Paris ;  which  is  impoflible  to  be 
done,  unlefs  we  go  upon  the  hunt  for  choice 
phrafes  and  fuch  as  are  crifp  and  have  a 
natural  curl. 

"  There  you  have  the  Englishman  or 
Scotchman,  John  Barclay  (for  I  do  not 
pledge  myfelf,  whether  he  was  of  London 
or  Edinburgh)  who  would  not  fay  exhor- 
tatio,  though  they  burnt  him,  but  pcrte- 
nefis  which  Signifies  the  fame,  but  is  a 
p  2  little 
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little  more  of  the  Greek  -,  nor  obedire  for 
obey,   which  any  lay-brother  fays,  but  de- 
cedcre,    which,    befides   being  of  a  better 
found,    is   of   more   abftrufe   fignification, 
and  is  equivocal  into  the  bargain.     To  call 
the  preface  prcefatio  !  what  layman  would 
not  underftand  that  Latin  ?  To  call  it  Pro- 
cemium  has  a  fmack  of  the  logical  porch  : 
Prologus  founds   farcical ;  let  it  be  called 
Alloquiumy  Anteloqutum  Prczloquiutn,  Prceh- 
cutio,  and  I  will  anfwer  for  it.     Let  the 
doctrinal  ityle  be  always   called  in  Latin, 
Stylus  didafcalkus,   and    let   who  will   fall 
upon   the    right  interpretation   thereof  or 
not.     When  you  would  remark  upon  any 
Latin  author,  (though  he  mould  be  one  of 
the  moft  famous)  that  he  has   not  caught 
the  true  air  of  the  Roman  tongue,  3nd  that 
fome  national  or  provincial  peculiarities  are 
difcoverable  in  him,  fay,  "  God  help  him, 
he  cannot  write  other  wife,  redolet  patavi- 
nitatem ;"    for    though  in  fact  the  gram  - 
marians  are  not  agreed  upon  the  true  figni- 
fication of    this   word,    yet  whoever   ufes 
it,  is  at  once,  ipfofaffo,  ftamped  for  a  La- 
tinifl  elegant,  polifhed,    terfe,  and  foaring 
out  of  fight.     Above    all,    I   charge  you 
ftrictly   that    you   never  call  me    or   any 
other  teacher  by  the  very  vulgar  names  of 

Doffor, 
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Dofior,     Magifter,    Praceptor. Jefus, 

what  littlenefs  !    What  clownifhnefs !  Al- 
ways call  him  who   teaches  any  faculty, 
Myjlagogus  -,  for  though  it  is  certain  it  is 
not  to  the  purpofe,  yet  he  who  knows  it 
will  thank  you  for  it,  as  it  is  a  word  which 
prefents    a   myfterious   and    extraordinary 
idea.     The  beft  admonition    had  like  to 
have  flipped  me.     It  is  of  the  greateft  im- 
portance, when  you  read  any  Latin  work, 
of  thofe  which  are  moft  in  vogue  (a  phrafe 
with  which   I   am  much  pleafed)   to  fay 
every   now    and  then  hie  eji  Thra/onifmus, 
and  never  mind   whether  you  yourfelves, 
and  thofe  who  hear  you  underftand  right- 
ly what  you  mean  by  it,  for  I  will  pawn 
my    word    for    it,    you    will    leave    them 
amazed  and  arching  their  eye-brows  with 
admiration.     With   this,  and  with   being 
very  cautious  not  to  write  the  dipthongs  of 
a  and  e,  and  0  and  e,  in  one  letter,  as  fome 
boneft  people   who  have  written  in  Latin 
have   hitherto  done,  but   with   the   letters 
feparate,    writing,  for  example,  faeminae, 
inftead  of  fa  mince,  and  Phoebus,  inftead  of 
Phoebus ;  with    not    putting    the   dates   of 
time  in  days  of  the  month,   but  in  Kalends, 
Ides,  and  Nones  ;    with    obferving   not   to 
call  the   months  of  July   and  Augujl  by 
P  3  ther 
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their  known  and  regular  names,  but  bythofq 
6i§£uintilis  and  Sextilis,  as  they  were  called, 
in  diebus  Mis  ;  and  finally  with  baniihing 
the  Arabic  numbers  from  all  your  Latin 
compofitions,  ufing  always  Roman  letters 
inftead  of  figures,  and  thofe  devifed 
after  the  ancient  mode,  for  example, 
for  anno  millejimo  feptingentijjimo  quinqua- 
gcjjimo  quarto,  put  not,  as  a  'counting- 
houfe  man  would  do,  1754,  but  An. 
ciodccliv  ;  I  fay,  my  fons,  that, 
with  obferving  thefe  articles,  you  may 
iirut,  buikined  glorioufly  with  Latin, 
throughout  the  world  ;  et  per  earn  ego  niji 
cultijjimi  omnium  Latinijjimorum  hominum  au- 
dieritis  /" 

Very  attentive  was  our  Gerund  to  the 
leffbns  of  the  Domine,  hearing  them  with 
lingular  complacency,  for  as  he  had  fufii- 
cient  quicknefs  he  immediately  compre- 
hended them,  and  as  at  the  fame  time 
they  were  fo  conformable  to  the  extrava- 
gant taile  with  which  he  had  been  hitherto 
educated,  they  were  marvelloufly  grateful 
to  him.  But  as  he  faw  that  the  Domine 
ihfifted  fo  firenuoufly  that  the  Latin  fhould 
ajways  go  upon  ftilts  and  be  as  obfeure 
as  poffible,  and  as  on  account  of  the  ftrong 
inclination  he  had   from  his  infancy  fhewn 

for 
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for  preaching,  his  godfather,  the  licentiate 
Quixano,  had  fent  him  the  four  volumes 
of  fermons  of  the  famous  John  Raulin, 
a  Pariiian  doctor,  who  died  in  15 14, 
which  as  they  were  written  in  very  plain 
and  home-fpun  Latin,  were  perfectly  un- 
derstood by  Gerry,  he  laid  very  difconfo- 
lately  to  the  Domine,  fpeaking  in  Latin, 
(as  there  was  a  forfeit  for  fpeaking  Spaniih 
i.i  the  fchool) Domine,  fecimdiun  ipjlim,  qui- 
ilam  Jermcncs  Latini  quos  ego  habeo  in  pauja- 
tione  mea  non  valebunt  nihil;  quia  funt  plant 
&  clari Jicut  aqua. — According  to  that,  Sir, 
fome  Latin  fermons  which  I  have  at  my 
lodging  or  pcfada  are  good  for  nothing, 
becaufe  they  are  as  plain  and  clear  as  wa- 
ter. §ui  funt  hi  fermones,  afked  the  Do- 
mine, what  -fermons  are  thofe  ?  Sunt  cujuf- 

4am  predicatoris  qui  vacatur  Joannes  de 

Kon  me  recorder,  quia  habet  apellitum  mill- 
turn  enrevejatum. — They  are  of  a  preacher 
called  John  de— — —  I  can't  remember  as 
he  has  a  very  intricate  or  enrevefado  aooel- 
lative.  De  quo  agunt,  demanded  the  Do- 
mine, of  what  do  they  treat  ?  Domine, 
aniwered  the  boy,  de  mult  is  rebus  qute  ja- 
ciunt  rider c — Sir,  of  many  things  which 
make  one  laugh.  Go  and  fetch  them, 
iaid  the  Preceptor,  and  we  will  fee  what 
P  4  things 
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things  they  are,  and  what  fort  of  fluff  the 
Latin  is.  Away  flew  the  obedient  Gerund, 
and  brought  the  books.  The  Domine 
opened  a  volume  in  the  fermon  de  viduitats, 
from  which  he  read  aloud  the  following 
admirable  paflage. 

Dicitur  de  quadam    vidua  quod  venit  ad 
curatum  fuum  quarem    ab   eo    confilium,  Ji 
deberet  iterum  maritari,    &  allegabat   quod 
erat  Jine  adjutorio,  &  quod  habebat  fervum 
optimum  &  peritum  in  arti  mariti  fui.      Tunc 
curatus   dixit,  Bene,  accipite  eum.     E  con- 
tra?'io  ilia  dicebat,  fed  periculum  fit  accipere 
ilium,  ne  de  fervo  meofaciam  dominum.  Tunc 
curatus  dixit,  Bene,  nolite  eum  accipere.  Ait 
ilia,  quomodo  ergo  faciam  ?    Non  poffum  fuf- 
tinere  pondus   illud  quod  fufinebat   maritus 
metis  nifi  unum  babeam.     Tunc  curatus  dixit, 
Bene,  habeatis  eum.     At  ilia,  fed  fi  malus 
ejfet    &  njellet   me   difperdere  &    ufurpare? 
Tunc  curatus,  Non  accipiatis  ergo  eum.     Et 
fie  curatus  femper  juxt a  argument  a  fua  con- 
cede  bat  ei.     Videns  autem  curatus,  quia  v  el- 
let  ilium  habere,    &  haberet  devotionem  ad 
eum,    dixit  ei,  ut    bene    dijlindle   intelligerct 
quid  campance  eccufice  ei  dicerent,  &  fecun- 
dum  co?ifilium  campanarum  quod  ipfa  facer  et. 
Campanis   autem  pulfantibus  intellexit  juxta 
vcluntatem  fuam    quod  dicerent,  prens    ton 
6  varlet, 


FRIAR    GERUND.       217 

varlet,  prens  ton  varlet.  ^uo  accepto,  egre- 
gte  verberavit  earn,  &  fuit  ancilla  quce  prius 
fuerat  domiria.  Tunc  ad  curatum  fuum  con- 
quefta  eft  de  conjilio  maledicendo  boram,  qua 
crediderat  ei.  Cut  ille,  non  fatis  audiftis 
quid  dicant  campana.  'Tunc  curatus  pulfa~ 
vet  campanas,  £?  tunc  intellexit  quod  cam- 
pante  dicebant,  ne  le  prens  pas,  ne  le  prens 
pas  ',  tunc  enim  vexatio  dederat  ei  intel- 
IBum. 

Notwithstanding  the  innate  and  connate 
ferioufnefs  of  the  Preceptor,  it  is  affirmed 
by  a  coetaneous,  fyneronous,  and  faith- 
worthy  author,  that  upon  reading  this 
pleafant  piece  of  a  fermon  he  could  not 
refrain  from  laughter :  and  that  it  might 
be  understood  by  the  very  children  who 
had  but  that  year  began  their  grammar 
he  ordered  Gerund  to  conftrue  it.  Gerund 
told  him,  that  by  only  reading  it  he  had 
got  it  imprinted  on  his  memory,  and  that 
without  conftruing  it,  if  his  wormip  pleaf- 
ed,  he  would  relate  it  all  regularly,  and 
even  preach  it  as  if  he  was  the  very 
preacher  himfelf.  The  proportion  was 
approved  by  the*  Preceptor,  and  iilence 
commanded  by  him,  giving  three  flaps  on 
the  table  with  the  ferule.  Gerund  placed 
himfelf  with  a  graceful  air  in  the  middle 
\  of 
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of  the  ichool,  wiped  his  nofc  with  a  coi- 
ner of  his  cloak,  made  a  how  with  his 
hat  in  his  hand,  round  to  all  his  fchool- 
iellcws,  and  a  reverence  with  his  right 
foot  as  if  he  would  have  fcraped  up  the 
floor,  fixed  his  hat  upon  his  head  as  a 
preacher  would  do  his  cap,  cleared  his 
pipes,  and  began  to  hold  forth  in  this 
manner,  following  word  for  word  the  fer- 
mon  of  John  Raulin. 

"  It  is  related  of  a  certain  widow  that 
'  (lie  went  to  the  miniiter  of  her  parifh  to 
'  afk  his  advice  if  me  mould  marry  again, 
f  alledging,  that  (lie  could  not  be  without 
I  fome  one  to  help  her,  and  that  me  had 
f  an  excellent  fervant,  a  flout  young  man, 
e  well  fkilled  in  the  bufinefs  of  her  late 
'  huiband.      Well    then,    faid  the   minj- 

*  Iter,  marry  him.  But  (he  faid,  there 
'  is  danger  if  I  marry  him,  left  he  may 
'  take  upon  him,  and  from  my  fervant 
f  become  my  mailer.  Well  then,  faid 
j  the  minifler,  don't  many  him.  She 
'  replied,  I  do  not  know   what  to  do ;  I 

*  cannot  fuftain  the  weight  of  bufinefs 
•'  my  bufband  carried  on,  unlefs  I  take  ari- 

*  other  to  afiift  me.  Well,  faid  the  mi- 
'   nifter,     marry   this    young    man.      But, 

*  fays  fhe,  what  if  he  turn  out  bad,  and 

2  abufe 
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"  abufe  me,  and  wade  my  property  ? 
*f  Well,  then,  fays  again  the  minifter, 
"  don't  marry  him  :  and  thus  he  conti^- 
"  nued  always  anfwering  according  to  the 
"  proportions  and  replies  which  the  wi- 
"  dow  made ;  but  in  fhort,  feeing  me  had 
**  a  great  mind  to  this  young  man  and 
"  was  very  fond  of  him,  he  told  her  me 
"  mould  obferve  well  what  the  bells  of 
<e  the  church  would  fay  upon  the  affair, 
'.*  'and  act  according  to  their  counfel.  The 
*f  bells  were  rung,  and  feemed  to  fay  to 
"  her,  by  the  interpretation  of  her  heart, 
"  The  Jlur-dy  rogue  be  we  J,  the  Jlur-dy 
u.  rogue  be  wed.  She  married  him  accord- 
"  ingly,  and  he  in  return  banged  her 
*?  fides  handfomely,  and  converted  the 
(i  miftrefs  to  an  hand-maid.  Then  fhe 
*?  came  complaining  to  the  minifter  of  the 
**  advice  he  had  given  her,  and  curfmg 
'f  the  hour  in  which  me  had  liftened  to 
".  him.  Then  the  minifter  faid,  without 
<e  doubt  you  did  not  obferve  well  what 
"  the;  bells  faid.  They  were  rung  again, 
"  and  then  they  feem  to  her  to  fay  clearly 
**  and  diftinctly,  The  fur-ly  rogue  be  fled, 
'?  the  fur-ly  rogue  be  fled ;  for  then  her  af- 
"  fliclion  had  brought  her  to  her  under- 
«  ftanding," 

The 


£20        The   H  I  S  T  0  R  Y   of 

The  Domine  greatly  applauded  the  ex- 
actness with  which  Gerund  had  underftood 
what  he  had  read,  and  the  grace  with 
which  he  had  recited  it,  forefeeing  that 
he  would  have  great  talents  for  preach- 
ing ;  and  his  fchoolfellows  huzzaed  and 
extolled  him  much,  and  laughed  exceed- 
ly  at  the  ftory.  But  the  Preceptor,  re- 
fuming  his  tone  of  instruction,  began  with 
making  fome  ferious  and  judicious  reflec- 
tions, and  ended  with  others  as  ridiculous 
as  poflible.  As  to  the  Latin,  he  told  his 
difciples,  it  was  indeed  very  home-fpun, 
and  that  even  thofe  who  were  for  clear  and 
running  Latin  would  not  approve  it,  be- 
caufe  this  was  not  fo  much  clear  and  na- 
tural as  clownifh  and  dirty  ;  in  which  he 
had  great  reafon.  "  But  you  are  to  obferve 
one  thing,  fays  he,  which  is  the  little  rea- 
fon fome  gentlemen  Frenchmen  have  to  cut 
their  jokes  upon  the  Latin  of  the  Spaniards, 
treating  us  as  barbarians  in  point  of  Lati- 
nity,  and  faying  that  we  have  always  fpoken 
this  tongue  as  the  Goths  and  Vandals  might 
have  fpoken  it  :  and  this,  becaufe  there 
may  have  been  here  and  there  an  author  of 
ours,  who  in  truth  wrote  a  ruftic  and  tan- 
gled Latin,  or  like  the  Latin  of  an  apothe- 
cary or  a  parim-clerk.  Come,  come,  Mon- 
fieurs,  they  ought  all  to  be  allowed  good 

by 
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by  you  j  for  if  we  have  had  our  Garcias,  our 
Cruzes,  and  our  I  don't  know  who  befides, 
your  worfhips  have  likewife  had  your  Rau- 
lins,  your  Maillards,  your  Barletas,  your 
Menots ;  and,  what  is  worth  remarking, 
your  author,  the  celebrated  Monfieur  du 
Cange,  in  the  Dictionary  he  compofed  of 
low  or  baftard  Latin,  went  not  from  home 
to  look  for  the  gfeateft  part  of  the  exam- 
ples which  he  gives.  And  pray  obferve, 
gentlemen,  by  the  way,  that  at  the  time 
when  fuch  elegant  Latin  as  this  of  John 
Raulin  was  the  mode  even  in  your  Bonne 
Ville  de  Park,  we  had  here,  in  the  very 
fame  age,  the  Montanos,  the  Brocenfes, 
the  Pereyras,  the  Leones,  and  many  others, 
who  could  have  played  their  part  in  the 
politeft  Roman  circle,  and  have  talked  fac» 
to  face  with  the  Tullies  and  the  Livies, 
whom  your  worfhips  fo  much  praife,  tho' 
they  are  not  of  my  parifh,  nor  of  my  great- 
e    devotion. 

"  So  far  as  to  the  Latin,"  faid  the  Do- 
mine  ;  "  but  with  regard  to  the  fubftance 
of  the  fermon",  continued  he,  foon  tired  of 
fpeaking  with  tolerable  judgment,  or  fuf- 
fering  himfelf  to  be  carried  away  by  his 
ilovenly  mode  of  conception,  "  but  with 
regard  to  the  fubftance  of  the  fermon,  tho* 
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I  have  read  but  this  fcrap  of  it,  I  imme- 
diately pronounce  the  author  of  it  to  have 
been  one  of  the  greater!;  preachers  there 
ever  were  in  the  world,  and  I  myielf  would 
go  to  the  end  of  it  merely  to  have  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  hearing  him.  I  am  fo  delighted 
with  thefe  little  tales,  jefts,  and  pleafan- 
tries  in  fuch  compofitions,  that  I  would  not 
give  two-pence  for  a  fermon,  and  mould 
be  ready  to  fall  a-fleep  at  it,  in  which  the 
audience  did  not  laugh,  at  leafthalf  a  dozen 
times,  ready  to  fplit  their  fides.  I  thought 
that  this  had  been  an  exclufivc  merit  of 
fome  Spanifli  preachers,  and  that  this  me- 
thod of  preaching,  and  of  diverting  people, 
had  not  been  praclifed  in  other  parts;  but 
now  I  fee  that  all  the  world  is  country,  as 
we  fay,  that  this  is  not  a  peculiar  cuftom  ; 
and  though  on  one  hand  I  lament  that  fome 
of  our  celebrated  orators  have  not  the  fole 
claim  to  this  glory,  yet  on  the  other  I  am 
not  forry  that  other  nations  participate  it, 
as  the  contrary  would  be  envy  and  a  vicious 
ambition  *."    Not  a  fy liable  of  this  lecture 

*  From  one  of  the  fermons  of  Menot^  whom  the  Do- 
mine  names  laft  of  the  French  authors,  Mr.  Helvetius 
gives  the  following  extract,  which  the  reader  perhaps 
may  not  think  inferior  to  the  widow  anil  her  bells  ;  and 
left  it  fhould  fuffer  by  a  tranflatiori  he  fliall  have  in  the 
language  in  which  it  is  met  with.  "  Dieu  avoit  de 
toute  eternite  determine  l'incarnation  &  le  falut  du  genre 

humian  ; 
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was  loft  upon  our  Gerund  ;  for  as  he  had 
from  a  child  (hewn  fo  ftrong  an  inclina- 
tion to  preaching,  he  took  in,  with  par- 
ticular attention  and  guft,  whatever  might 
tend   to   render  him  famous  in   that  line, 

hurnhin  ;  mais  il  vouloit  que  de  grands  perfonages,  tels 
que  les  faints  peres,  le  demandaffent.  Adam,  Enos, 
Methufalem,  Lamech,  Noe,  apres  l'avoir  inutilement  fo- 
licite,  s'aviferent  de  lui  envoyer  des  ambaffadeurs.  Le 
premier  fut  Moife,  le  fecond  David,  le  troifieme  Ifa'ie,  Sc 
Je  dernier  1'eglife.  Ccs  ambaffadeurs  n'ayant  pas  mieux 
reufli  que  les  patriarches  eux-memes,  ils  crurent  devoir 
deputer  des  femmes.  Madame  Eve  fe  prefenta  la  pre- 
miere, a  laquelle  Dieu  fit  reponfe,  "  Eve,  tu  as  peche; 
tu  n'es  pasdignede  mon  lils."  Enfuite  Madame  Sara 
qui  di,  "  O  Dieu,  aide-nous."  Dieu  lui  dit,  "  Tu 
t'en  as  rendue  indigne  par  l'increduKte  que  tu  marquas 
lorfque  je  t'aflurai  que  tu  ferois  mere  d'Ifaac."  La  troi- 
lieme  fut  Madame  Rebecca  :  Dieu  lui  dit,  "  Tu  as  fait 
en  faveur  cfe  Jacob,  trop  de  tort  a  Efau."  La  quatrieme, 
Madame  Judith,  a  qui  Dieu  dit,  "  Tu  as  ete  trop  co- 
quette, tu  perdoies  trop  de  terns  a  t'attiffer  pour  p!aire  a 
Ahafuerus."  Enfin  fut  envoyee  la  chambriere,  de  Tage 
de  quatorze  ans,  laquelle,  tenant  la  vue  baifie  &  toute 
honteufe,  s'agenouilla  puis  vint  a  dire,  "  Que  non  bien- 
aime  vienne  dans  mon  jardin,  afin  qu'il  y  mange  du  fruit 
dc  fe.s  pommes,"— &  le  jardin  etoit  le  ventre  virginal. 
Or,  le  fils  ayant  oui  ces  paroles,  il  dit  a  fon  pere, 
■*  Mon  pere,  j'ai  aime  celle-ci  des  ma  jeunefie,  &  je 
veux  l'avoir  pour  mere.''  A  l'inftant  Dieu  appelle  Ga- 
briel, &  lui  dit,  "  Hola,  Gabriel,  va-t-en  vite  en  Na- 
zareth, a  Marie,  &  lui  prefente  de  ma  part  ces  lettres." 
Et  le  fils  y  ajouta,  "  Dis-lui  de  la  mienne  que  je  la 
choilis  pour  ma  mere."  "  AiTurc-la,"  dit  enfuhe  le 
Saint-Eiprit,  "  Que  je  habiteraien  elle,  qu'elle  fera  mon 
temple  ;  &  remets  lui  ces  lettres  de  ma  part." 

Ail  the  otber  fermons  of  Menot,  fays  the   quoter  of 
tbis  extract,  are  nearly  in  the  fame  tafte. 

2nd 
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and  he  immediately  refblved  in  his  heart 
that  if  he  fbould  ever  come  to  be  a 
preacher,  no  fermon  would  he  preach  be 
it  upon  what  fubiect  or  occaiion  it  would, 
which  mould  not  be  crammed  full  of  jefts 
and  flories. 

Finally,  the  good  Domine  inftructed  his 
difciples  in  all  the  other  parts  relative  to 
to  perfect  Latinity,  or  the  perfect  ufe  of  the 
Latin  tongue,  with  exactly  the  fame  tafte 
as  he  had  inflructed  them  in  ftyle.  He 
told  them  that  rhetoric  was  not  the  art 
of  perfuading,  but  the  art  of  fpeaking, 
and  that  the  going  to  feek  after  folid  rea- 
foas  and  concluiive  arguments  to  prove  a 
thing  and  to  convince  the  underflanding, 
was  a  mechanical  bufinefs,  fit  only  for  lo- 
gicians and  mathematicians,  who  go  a  de- 
monfrration-hunting  with  great  parade,  and 
when  they  had  feized  their  game  it  was 
good  for  nothing ;  that  the  perfect  rheto- 
rician was  he,  who  attacked  and  overcame 
the  underftanding  with  three  or  four  no- 
things, and  that  to  this  end  figures  had 
been  invented,  which  were  ufelefs  to  give 
weight  to  what  had  weight  in  itfelf,  and  that 
all  their  merit  confifted  in  bewildering  rea- 
fon,  and  making  it  believe  that  glafs  was 
diamood,  and  tinfel  gold.  He  taught  them 

that 


FRIAR    GERUND.       225 

that  they  fhould  not  vvafte  their  time  nor 
puzzle  their  brains  about  introduction, 
propofition,  divifion,  confirmation,  per- 
oration, Sec.  for  that  this  was  to  give  heed 
to  old  women's  tales,  and  to  fet  about  com- 
pofing  a  Latin  oration  with  the  fame  fym- 
metry  as  one  builds  an  houfe.  He  did  not 
conceal  from  them  that  Ariftotle,  De- 
mofthenes,  Cicero,  Longinus,  and  Quinti- 
3ian  had  faid  that  this  was  indifpenfable, 
not  only  that  an  oration  mould  be  perfect, 
but  that  it  mould  even  merit  the  name  of 
an  oration  -,  but  he  added  that  thefe  was 
poor  creatures,  and  that  becaufe  they  them- 
felves  knew  not  how  to  fpeak  in  public 
in  any  other  manner,  they  took  it  for 
granted  that  all  were  to  fpeak  thus,  who 
were  to  fpeak  well.  A  clear  proof  that 
they  had  no  reafon  in  what  they  faid  were 
thoufands  and  thoufands  of  fermons  which 
went  up  and  down  this  good  world  of  God 
even  in  print,  with  all  the  neceflary  licences, 
and  with  the  approbations  of  the  mod  fci- 
entific  and  difcreet  men,  and  which  had 
been  received  with  afloniming  applaufe  ; 
and  as  all  mankind  knows  that  a  fermon  is 
not,  nor  ought  to  be  any  thing  elfe  than 
an  artificial  and  well-conftructed  compoii- 
tion  of  eloquence  or  rhetoric,  yet  in  the 
Vol.  I.  Q^  faid 
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faid  fermons  was  there  not  the  leaft  trace 
of  all  that  nonfenfe  and  hurly-burly  of  in- 
troduction, propofition,  divifion,  Sec.  but 
certain  brilliant,  frifky,  fuitable,  fpecious 
thoughts,  ftriving  each  which  fhould  be 
falfeft,  fcattered  here  and  there  at  the  plea- 
fure  of  the  preacher,  without  conviction 
perfuafion,  or  any  thing  like  it ;  and  ne- 
verthelefs  they  were  applauded  as  pieces  of 
inimitable  eloquence,  and  committed  to 
print  to  perpetuate  their  memory.  From 
all  which,  he  legitimately  and  perempto- 
rily concluded  that  true  rhetoric  and  true 
eloquence  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  all 
that  fluff,  but  cohfifted  principally  in  hav- 
ing the  rhetorical  figures  well  decorated 
with  the  founding  Greek  names  with 
which  each  had  been  baptifed,  the  orator 
being  ready,  when  properly  called  upon,  to 
give  their  proper  and  adequate  definition. 
*f  Give  me  the  man,  faid  he,  who  knows 
quid  eft  Epanorthojis,  FJipJis,  Hyperbaton, 
Paralipfis,  Pleonafmus,  Synonomia,  Hypoty- 
pofis,  Epipbonema,  Apqftrophe,  Prolepjis, 
Upobolidi  Epitropbe,  Peripbrajis,  and  Pro- 
fopopcla  ;  and  who  in  whatever  compofition, 
whether  Latin  or  Spanifli,  ufes  thefe  figures 
as  he  mall  think  fit,  whether  he  has  a  call 
for  them  or  not,  and  I  will  maintain  mm 

to 
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to  be. more  rhetorical   and    more   eloquent 
than  an  hundred  Ciceros  and  two  hundred 
Demofthenefes  pafTed  by  the  alembic."  All 
the  endeavour  therefore  of  the  learned  Pre- 
ceptor  was,    that  his   boys   mould   know 
thefe  trifles   by  heart  ;  and  to  thofe  whom 
he  faw  mod:  inftrudted  and  expert  in  them 
he  would  fay,   full  of  vanity  and  fatisfac- 
tion,  "  Go,  my  fons,  for  you  may  now  (hew 
yourfelves  courageoufly  as  rhetoricians  thro* 
all  the  good  ftudies  of  God  and  all  the  fe- 
minaries  of  Chrift."     In  reality  the  rheto- 
ricians  of  the  Domine   Zangas-largas,  or 
Long-Shanks,    that   was   his    true   name, 
were  very  remarkable  upon   all   the  banks 
of  the  Orbigo  and  thofe  which  are  bathed 
by  the  famous   Rio   Tuerto,    or  Crooked 
River. 

Finally,  the  leflbns  which  he  gave  them 
upon  the  Latin  poetry,  the  lad:  part  of  all 
which  it  was  his  province  to  teach,  were 
full  brothers  to  thofe  relating  to  the  other 
parts  of  Latinity.  £le  contented  himfelf 
with  making  them  learn  by  heart  the  pro- 
fody,  the  quantity  of  the  fvllables,  the 
Greek  names  of  the  fcQt,  dacJyk,  fpondee, 
iambus,  trochee,  pyrricbhts,  &c.  thofe 
which  expreffed  the  uniformity  or  variety 
of  the  ftrophes,  monocolos,  monojlropbos,  di- 
Q  2  colas 
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co/os,  diftrophos,  tetrajlrophos,  and  that  they 
fhould  commit  to  memory  a  great  number 
of  verfes  of  the  Latin  poets  folely  to  prov* 
by  them  the  quantity  of  fyllables  long  or 
fhort  by  pofition,  without  adverting  that 
this  rule  is  not  abfolutely  infallible,  becaufe 
the  beft  Latin  poets  made,  not  infrequently, 
long  fyllables  fhort,  or  fhort  ones  long,  ei- 
ther ufing  poetical  licence,  or  becaufe,  tho' 
they  were  poets,  as  they  were  but  men 
they  might  forget  themfelves  ;  fince,  fome- 
times,  even  Homer  himfelf  will  nod.  This 
being  done,  if  the  boys  com po fed  verfes 
which  would  fcan,  however  languid,  poor, 
and  profaic  they  might  be,  and  though 
they  were  more  fluffed  with  tram  than  a 
matter- wall  with  rubbifh,  there  was  need 
of  nothing  more  for  crowning  them  with 
the  laurel  of  Apollo.  Once  were  propofed, 
as  a  fubject.  of  a  Latin  diftich,  or  a  quar- 
tilla  (a  ftanza  of  four  lines)  in  Spanifh, 
thefe  words,  "The?!  it  wasjeen  with  how  much 
reafon  God  chajlifed  the  world  with  the  deluge  t 
and  Noah's  ark  was  conJlru£led9  and  a  dif- 
ciple  of  Zancas-largas  comprifed  them  in 
a  iingle  Latin  verfe  which  faid 

Diluvlumque^  Arcamque  Noe  ;  turn  qua  ratlone. 

For  this  admirable  verfe  only  the  Domine, 

not 


FRIAR     GERUND.     229 

not  able  to  contain  himfelf,  gave  him  an 
embrace  and  two  parces,  or  licence  to  com- 
mit two  faults  without  punilhment.  As 
another  fubject  was  propofed  the  proverbial 
fentence,  what  cant  be  curd  miiji  be  endurd, 
and  one  of  the  boys  dreiled  it  in  this  fweet 
pentameter, 

Quce  non  mutari,  funt  toleranda^  queunt ; 

which  was  worth  him  twelve  places  in  his 
form  and  an  afternoon's  holiday.  He  order- 
ed them  to  put  the  following  invitation  into 
a  ftanza  of  Sapphic  verfes  -,  Andrew  Corvinus 
defires  Peter  Paganus  to  come  and  take  a  bit 
with  him  on  Wednefday  afternoon,  as  he  Jhall 
that  day  kill  an  hog.  A  boy  who  palled  for 
a  miraculous  genius  the  next  day  brought 

this  llanza. 

- 

Doming  Petre,  Domine  Pogane, 
Corvius  rogaty  veils  ut^  Andreas, 
Vefperi  quarta  tnaclabhnus  fuem, 
Ad  fe  venire. 

The  preceptor  wanted  little  of  running 
mad  with  joy,  and  immediately  on  the 
fpot  declared  him  perpetual  emperor  of 
the  Roman, band  *,  made  him  take  poiTef- 

*  The  fcholars  are  ufually  divided  into  two  bands, 
the  Roman  and  Carthagenian,  or  the'  Greek  and  Tro- 
jan.    Their  Saturday's  bufinefs  is  a  pitched  battle  of 
knowledge  in  the  different  parts  of  grammar.  A  judge 
Q,3  04 
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• 
fion  of  the  chief  feat,  or   imperial  throne, 

commanded  that  for  the  present  he  mould 
be  crowned  with  a  wreath  of  marfli-mal- 
lows  and  other  herbs,  fince  there  was  no- 
thing elie  at  hand  in  what  was  called  the 
Domine's  Gard:n,  but  was  a  little  dirty 
clofe  to  fodder  an  afs  in,  till  a  branch  of 
laurel  could  be  procured  from  the  moun- 
tain y  and  decreed  that  from  that  time 
forth  to  all  fucceeding  ages,  even  to  the 
end  of  the  world,  he  mould  be  held,  had, 
and  accounted  the  Arch-poet  of  the  Defert 
(that  was  the  country  which  produced  this 
thunderbolt  of  a  boy)  to  diftinguifh  him 
from,  and  prevent  his,  ever  being  con- 
founded  with,  Camillo  Cuerno  the  Arch- 
poet  de  la  Pulla. 

That  the  Domine  mould   fct  about  ex- 
plaining  to  his  difciplcs,   in  what  the  foul 

or  umpire  is  appointed,  who  declares  the  vi&ory  from 
the  fuperior  number  of  hits  •,  and  to  the  cuftody  of  fame 
boy  ox  the  conquering  party,  who  has  moft  diftinauifhed 
himfelf,  is  committed  by  the  mafter  a  fmall-flag  or  cn- 
fign,  with  which  he  marches  home  very  triumphantly 
to  his  parents,  who  are  much  delighted  with  the  ho- 
nourable teftimony  of  his  merit,  if  they  are  in  good 
circumfhnces  ;  but  if  they  are  poor,  they  curfe  flic 
compliment  and  the  maker  of  it,  as  this  flag  mint  be 
fent  home  the  next  Saturday,  with  a  piece  of  good  rib- 
bon tied  to  its  taiJ,  which  the  Domine  either  fells,  or 
gives  to  the  fair  one  of  whole  good  graces  he  is  mofl 
ambitious. 

and 
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and  the  divine  furor  of  poetry  confifted,  to" 
defire  him  to  make  them  obferve  the  cha* 
racier  and  difference  of  the  beft  poets,  to 
hope  that  he  woufd  teach  them  to  know, 
and  diftinguifh,  and  judge  of  them,  to 
expect  that  he  mould  inftrudl:  them  not  to 
be  pkafed  with  verbofrty  and  ridiculous 
puerility— think  not  of  it,  Sir,  I  befeech 
you  -,  'twas  not  to  be  done  j  the  Domine 
did  not  know  to  do  it ;  and,  befides,  ver- 
bofity  and  puerility  were  the  delight  of  his 
heart.  He  was  naturally  inclined  to  the 
worft  of  whatever  he  met  with  in  the 
poets,  efpecially  if  it  had  a  thundering 
found  or  ridiculous  jingle  or  iteration.  As 
to  the  firft  chapter,  he  extolled  to  the  ikies 
thefe   two  windy  mouthfuls,    or   poetical 

ventofities  of  Ovid, 

: 

Semi-bovemque  virumt  femi-virumque  bovem.  - 
Egelidum  boream,  egelidumque  notum. 

r. 

And  faid,  with  great  fetisfaclion,  he.  found 
nothing  elfe  in  this  poet  that  he  could 
praife.  As  to  the  fecond,  there  was  not 
in  the  world,  according  to  him,  a  thing 
equal  to  that  play  of  words,  fo  ridiculous 
and  fo  filly,  in  the  verfe  of  Cicero,  which 
.  has  for  ever  marked  him  for  as  poor,  a  crea- 
0^4  ture 
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ture  amongft  the   poets,  as   he   was  great 
amongft  the  orators, 

Ofortunatam  natam,  me  confute,  Romam  ! 

But  nothing  aftonimed  him  fo  much  as  the 
divine  genius  of  that  unknown  poet,  who 
in  two  words  only  compofed  an  hexameter 
verfe,  complete  and  adjufted  to  all  the 
rules  of  profody,  but  in  fo  occult  a  man- 
ner, that  it  is  fcarcely  to  be  known  for  a 
verfe,  unlefs  by  a  revelation ;  for  without 
it  who  would  take  this  for  one, 

Conjlervahatur  Conjiantlnopolitanus  ? 

And  yet  no  fyllable  is  wanting.  Thus  all 
h.s  chief  cares,  and  his  moft  earned  en- 
deavours, were  to  teach  his  boys  in  poetry 
juft  what  they  ought  to  be  ignorant  of,  or 
to  know  only  ia  order  to  abominate,  or  to 
make  a  folemn  jeft  of,  as  is  done  by  all 
the  notable  men  who  deferve  to  have  a 
muftacho  curled  upon  ParnarTus.  For  his 
fins  pjd  there  fail  into  his  hands  a  certain 
work  of  a  writer  of  this  age,  intitled,  De 
Tocjl  Germanorum  Symbolica,  Of  the  Symbo- 
lical Poetry  of  the  Germans,  in  which  was 
handled  and  celebrated  the  prodigious  va- 
riety of  fo  many  kinds  of  verfe,  Leonine, 
Alexandrine,  Acrofiic,  Chronologic,  Hie- 
roglyphic, 
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roglyphic,  Cancrine,  Crofs-formed,  Laby- 
rinthic,  Pyramidal,  and  a  thoufand  other 
follies  as  have  been  invented  by  that  na- 
tion, otherwife  learned,  ingenious,  and 
judicious,  but  in  this  particular  of  fo  ex- 
travagant a  tafte,  that  it  has  caufed  much 
admiration  and  not  a  little  laughter  to 
other  nations ;  though  it  will  be  difficult 
to  find  one  to  which  the  contagion  has  not 
reached  :  jufr.  like  the  fmall-pox,  which  in 
general  infects  only  children  and  young 
perfons,  this  ridiculous  pefl  is  caught  or- 
dinarily by  boy-poets  only,  who  have  not 
yet  the  ufe  of  poetical  reafon ;  and  if  at 
any  time  it  feizes  an  adult,  the  difeafe  is 
incurable,  or  little  lefs  than  defperate. 

To  all  the  other  kinds  of  verfe  Zancas- 
largas  of  courfe  preferred  the  worft,  that 
is,  the  Leonine  or  jingling,  which  in  all 
probability  introduced  into  the  poetical 
world  the  per  verfe  .fed:  of  rhimes,  which, 
like  the  dragon  in  the  Revelation,  with  its 
tail  drew  the  third  part  of  the  ftars  of 
Heaven,  and  did  caft  them  to  the  earth,  I 
mean,  which  has  deftroyed  fo  many  noble 
geniufes  who  might  have  enriched  pofte- 
rity  with  a  thoufand  divine  things,  and 
who,  through  thefe  curfed  rhimes,  (God 
forgive  me)  happily  unknown  to  all  anti- 
6  quity, 
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quity  have  bequeathed  it  an  inexhauflible 
fund  of  poornefs,  impropriety,  and  rub- 
bi/h.  But  our  Domine,  befotted  to  his 
ill-advifed  opinion,  fwore  by  the  immor- 
tal Gods,  that  all  the  Iliad  of  Homer,  all 
the  Eneid  of  Virgil,  and  all  the  Pharfalia 
of  Lucan,  were  not  worth  the  fingle  diftich 
with  which  Muretus  laughed  at  Gambarra, 
a  poet  of  Antwerp,  faving  the  dirtinefs  and 
ill  favour,  for  thefe  were  not  to  be  laid  tQ 
the  charge  of  *he  poetry. 

Credite,  veSlratum  merdofa  voliimina  va(ufff 
PIgnfunt  nojifates  tergere  digna  nates. 

I 

As  the  end  and  clofe  of  all,  he  inftrucled  them 
in  what  he  called  the  Divina  Scientia  of  equi- 
voques and  anagrams,  and  of  this  Lift,  efpeci- 
ally,  he  was  furioufly  enamoured.  A  perfect 
anagram,  he  faid,  was  the  art  of  arts,  the 
fcienceof  fciences,  the  delicacy,  of  delicacies, 
the  elevation  of  elevations,  in  a  word,  the 
lydius  lapis,  or  the  touch-ftone  of  good, 
true,  pure,  legal,  unalloyed  genius.  Where 
is  there  again  in  the  world  fuch  another 
thing  as  to  call  a  wolf  a  jowl,  and  a  fowl  a, 
tvolfi  to  fay  fufs  to  a  man  taking  broth^ 
and  fnp  to  a  cat  ?  But  if  in  a  perfect  fen- 
tence  or  motto  was  concealed  not  lefs  than 
a  name  and  a  pair  of  appellatives,  without 

a  fyl- 
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a  Syllable,"  letter,  or  leg  of  a  letter  want- 
ing or  abounding— -as,  For  example,  the 
beautiful  difguife,  under  which  the  author 
of  a  certain  modern  work  hid  himfelf,  and 
yet  came  forth  into  public  with  his  name 
and  additions,  faying,  in  the  front  of  the 
work,  Homo  mpugnat  lites,  and  concluding 
with  a  pinguet  oli?n~-\t  is  worth  a  Potoli, 
as  it  is  a  perfect  anagram  of  both  his 
names,  and  both  the  fentences  have  a 
meaning  proper,  elegant,  and  foaring  out 
of  fight.  Yet  there  are  imperfect  ana- 
grams, which,  notwithilanding,  are  inef- 
timable,  and  have  in  their  very  imperfec- 
tion more  grace  than  can  be  found  in  the 
fo-much-extolled  infipidities  of  Martial 
and  Owen.  For  example,  did  not  he  who 
made  an  anagram  of  the  name  of  Ofma, 
and  faid,  A/no,  with  one  leg  to  /pare  *,  de- 
fgrve  to  have  a  ftatue  erected  for  him  in 
the  capitol  of  Minerva  ?  And  did  the  other 
deferve  lefs  who  put  the  name  and  appel- 
latives of  a  certain  bimop  in  this  anagram, 
^ihou  Jhalt  be  Cardinal,  and,  as  there  were 
two  1  l's  abounding,  which  he  did  not 
know  how  to  accommodate,  added,  with 
two  I  l's  to  /pare,  for  the  Leather  Lafi   of 

*  Jfno  is  an  afs.     One  leg  to  fpare  means  one  ftroke 
of  the  ml  which  being  take  n  away  leaves  an  n. 

8  the 
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the  poft-boy  who  ftjall  bring  the  news  ?  Let 
us  be  undeceived  -,  this  affair  of  anagrams 
is  a  divine  affair,  whatever  may  be  faid  by 
half  a  dozen  buffoons,  who  account  it 
children's  play,  and  would  perfuade  us 
that  Martial's  affertion,  Turfce  eft  difficile* 
habere  nugas,  &  Jlultus  eft  labor  ineptiarum, 
is  well  applied  to  Anagrammatiifs.  And 
lefs  weight  with  me  has  the  other  fatire  of 
the  crude  Adrian  deValois,  who,  becaufe  he 
did  not  know  what  is  your  right  anagram, 
fung  us  this  fmart  touch  as  he  thought, 

Citbaradus  ejfe  qui  nequit,  fit  Auladus  ; 
Ana  grammatical  qui  Poeta  nonfperat. 

Bravo  !  Give  the  pretty  fellow  a  fugar- 
plum  for  his  pretty  thing.  But  I  will 
tell  him,  that  he  who  mail  not  know  how 
to  make  anagrams,  muft  never  hope  to  be 
a  poet  on  this  fide  the  grave ;  and  that  he 
who  mall  make  good  ones,  is  already  ad- 
vanced above  half  way  towards  being  a 
mighty  poet,  a  poet  in  folio  :  for  if  poetry 
be  no  other  than  a  noble  tranfpofition  of 
words,  anagrams  are  but  a  beautiful  tranf- 
pofition of  letters.  And  evil  betide  that 
Colletet,  or  Coletillo,  who,  without  the 
fear  of  God  before  his  eyes,  faid, 

Letters  in  anagrams  to  twift  and  ftrain, 
Is  the  poor  province  of  a  twitted  brain. 
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CHAP.     X. 

In  which  is  treated  of  what  itfelf  will  tell. 

FIVE  years,  four  months,  twenty  days, 
three  hours,  and  [even  minutes  did 
our  Gerund  fpend    in    learning  thefe  and 
other   impertinences    of   the    fame    flamp, 
(according  to  a  moil  punctual  ancient   le- 
gend, which  gives  us  exactly  marked  even 
the  very  tittles  of  chronology)  and  fraught, 
to  the  entire  fatisfadtion  of  the  Domine, 
with  figures,  rules,  verfes,  hymns,  and  lef- 
fons  of  the  Breviary  (for  this  he  made  his 
fcholars  conftrue  and  get  by  heart,   as  be- 
ing an  admirable  preparation  for  an  exami- 
nation   for    holy    orders)    he   returned   to 
Campazas   upon  a  day  of   the    month  of 
May,  which   day  the   abovefaid   chronicle 
remarks  broke  cloudy,  and  afterwards  con- 
tinued rainy.     All   the  moil  weighty  au- 
thors who  have  written  upon  the  affairs  of 
this  extraordinary  man,  agree,  that  though 
the  Domine  was  a  great  flogger,  and  efpe- 
cially  if  a  boy  miftook  in  a  particle  of  an 
hymn,   the  quantity  of  a  fyllable,   the  for- 
mation of  an  anagram,  and  things  of  this 

ten  our, 
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tenour,  he  was  fure  to  be  horfed  without 
remiffion  though  he  might  have  a  hat-full 
of  farces,  yet  that,  notwithstanding,  our 
Gerund  was  fo  exact  in  every  thing,  and 
knew  fo  well  how  to  keep  his  breeches  up, 
that  m  all  the  aforefaid  time  which  he 
fpent  in  his  grammatical fludies, he  was  flog- 
ged but  four  hundred  and  ten  times,  which 
by  a  faithful  calculation  fcarcely  amounts 
fo  three  times  a  week  :  a  thing  which  fur- 
prifed  thofe  who  knew  the  rigour  and  fe- 
verity  of  Zancas-largas.  Nor  was  it  lefs 
matter  of  furprize,  that  in  all  this  courfe 
of  time  Gerund  fhould  not  have  played 
truant  but  twelve  times*  according  to  one 
author,  or  thirteen  according  to  another, 
and  this  always  for  the  raoft  legitimate  and 
urgent  caufes;  for  one  time  he  did  it  to 
go  to  fee  the  bulk  at  Baneza,  another  to  go 
to  the  pilgrimage  of  the  Chrift  of  Villa- 
quexida,  two  others  to  go  a  bird-catching 
with  limed  twigs  at  a  hedge-row  near  a  fpring 
which  was  three  leagues  from  the  place 
where  he  ftudied  ;  and  thus  of  all  the  reft; 
which  his  application  and  the  great  love  he 
had  for  learning  corroborates.  The  fame 
authors  likewife  allure  us,  that  there  was 
not  in  all  the  fchool  a  more  quiet  and 
peaceable  boy.  Never  was  any  other  ten- 
dency 


FRIAR   GERUND.      239 

dency  to  mifchief  obferved  in  him  than  the 
great  pleafure  he  took  in  playing  tricks, 
which  they  call  laying  on  the  cat,  upon  the 
frefh-men  who  came  to  his  boarding- 
houfe.  His  moflr  ufual  and  beloved  one 
Was  to  let  them  fall  a-fleep  after  they  were 
in  bed,  and  making  a  flip-knot  in  the  end 
of  a  piece  of  ftrong  packthread  to  put  it 
with  the  greateft  foftnefs  and  gentlenefs  in 
the  world  over  one  of  the  great  toes  of  the 
poor  deeper  j  then  he  ftole  to  his  own  cham- 
ber with  the  other  end  of  the  packthread  in 
his  hand,  which  being  at  firft  gently  and 
afterwards  more  ftrongly  drawn,  accord- 
ingly as  the  knot:  went  on  tightening,  the 
pain  went,  on  awakening  the  patient, 
who  went  on  fcreaming  in  proportion 
to  the  pain,  which  likewife  went  on 
encrealing  in  proportion  as  Gerry  went  on 
drawing  the  packthread ;  and  as  the  un- 
happy fufferer  could  not  fee  or  guefs  at  his 
tormentor,  as  all  his  companions  in  the 
fame  room  at  that  time  fnored  excellently, 
feigning  a  "moil  profound  deep,  he  bellow- 
ed ftoutly  againft  the  witches  and  goblins 
who  wear  tearing  off  his  toe.  And  though 
it  is  certain  that  two  or  three  boys  had  like 
to  have  loft  their  toes,  yet  it  was  always 
thought  a  very  innocent  trick,  efpecially 

as 
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as  Gerund  would  fay  in  the  morning  that 
he  did  it  only  out  of  fun  and  out  of  a  mere 
joke.  As  to  every  thing  elfe  he  was  the 
quieteft  creature  that  could  be  ;  for  there 
was  a  whole  week  in  which  he  fcarcely 
broke  half  a  dozen  boys  heads ;  and  in  the 
full  five  years  that  he  was  in  one  and  the 
fame  boarding-houfe  he  never  once  broke 
a  fingle  plate  or  porringer  j  all  that  he 
did  in  this  way,  was  upon  four  occafions  to 
dafh  every  piece  of  crockery-ware  in  the 
whole  houfe  to  atoms;  but  for  this  he  had 
a  ftrong  and  jufl:  motive,  becaufe  the  red  cat 
which  his  dame  was  very  fond  of,  had  eat 
a  luffy  rafher  he  had  laid  by  for  his  fupper. 
His  behaviour  at  the  parim  church,  where 
all  the  ftudents  went  to  hear  mafs,  was  ex- 
emplary and  edifying.  Do  not  fuppofe 
that  our  Gerund  was  wont  to  fland  turning 
his  head  idly  from  fide  to  fide  like  a  wea- 
ther-cock ;  or  to  be  pulling  the  boy  who 
flood  before  him  by  the  cloak,  or  mbiften- 
ing  the  end  of  a  draw  to  lay  it  gently  in 
the  car  of  thefaid  boy,  or  to  tickle  his  neck 
with  it  as  if  it  had  been  a  fly  ;  nor  much 
lefs  to  be  entertaining  himfelf  in  making  a 
fort  of  chain-work  with  the  remaining 
part  of  the  lace  with  which  his  waiftccat 
was  drawn  together  before,  and  when  it 

was 
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was  all  involved  in  this  chain-work,  giving 
it  a  pull  by  the  end,  and  undoing  it  at 
once  ;  all  thefe  tricks,  with  which  boys 
ufually  beguile  their  time  at  church,  he 
was  much  fcandalized  at,  and  confequent- 
ly  munned  the  practice  of.  No  ;  motion- 
lefs  did  our  Gerund  always  (land,  with  his 
face  reverently  towards  the  altar,  and  his 
eyes  nailed  on  an  -/Efop's  Fables  in  his 
his  hand,  which  he  conftrued  over  and 
over  with  the  greatefr.  devotion. 

Being  returned  to  Campazas,  who  can 
relate  the  demonstrations  of  joy,  and  the 
endearments  with  which  he  was  received 
by  Anthony  and  Catania,  the  parfon  of 
the  parifh,  and  his  godfather,  the  licen- 
tiate Quixano,  who  were  continual  meff- 
mates  with  my  uncle  Anthony,  and  had 
fcarely  left  the  houfe  after  they  knew  the 
afs  had  been  fent  for  Gerry,  for  that  is  the 
phrafe  ufed  in  Campos,  when  a  boy  is  to 
be  fetched  from  fchool.  After  the  flrft 
embraces  which  they  all  gave  him,  they 
were  aflonimed  at  the  gumes  of  Latin, 
which  burft  fo  copioufly  from  that  mouth 
of  his,  that  it  was  wonderful  to  behold. 
They  prefently  began,  as  it  was  natural, 
to  talk  of  the  Preceptor,  when  his  fcholar 
inftantly  exclaimed,  Prob  Dii  immor tales  ! 
Vol.  I.  R  My/la-. 
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Myfagogus  metis  eft  homo  qui  amittitur  de 
confpeftu — O  immortal  Gods !  my  Myfta- 
gogue  is  a  man  who  foars  out  of  fight. 
They  afked  him  if  he  had  many  boys  ?  And 
he  directly  anfwered,  Qui  numeret  ftellaspo- 
terit  numerare  puellas — He  who  can  count 
the  ftars  may  count  the  number  of  the  boys. 
The  licentiate  Quixano,  who  was  lefs  con- 
fined to  his  native  language  than  any  of  the 
others,  faid  to  him,  "  You  miftake,  my 
man,  {ox  puellas  does  not  fignify  boys,  but 
girls."  Pace  tua  dixerim,  Domine  Gro-fat- 
hed,  replied  his  godfon,  puella  puella  is  epi- 
cene, juxta  illud,  uno  epicena  vocant  Grail, 
promifcua  ?ioJiri.  The  Licentiate  had  no- 
thing to  anfwer,  and  only  afked  him  why 
he  called  him  Gro-fat-hed,  as  it  founded 
like  laughing  at  him,  and  he  thought  it 
rather  impertinent.  Neutiquam  per  medium- 
Jidiu?ji!  anfwered  Gerund,  fmiling,  Gro- 
fat-hed  is  the  anagram  of  Godfather,  and  an 
anagram  is  a  figure  by  which  the  letters  of 
one  or  more  words  are  tranfpofed  or  in- 
verted ;  and  {o,  Sir  Godfather,  with  your 
leave,  if  I  mould  call  my  mother  Catania 
an  all-cat,  I  fhould  be  fo  far  from  mifcall- 
ing  her  or  departing  from  the  duty  I  owe 
her,  that  I  mould  compliment  her  by  ap- 
plying 
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plying  to  her  name  one  of  the  mod:  delicate 
and  ingenious  figures  in  all  rhetoric. 

With  thefe,  and  other  follies  of  the  fame 
kind,  Gerund  paffed  away  the  time,  mew- 
ing figns  of  his  great  progrefs  in  Latinity, 
and  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  St.  Luke's 
day  to  begin  his  fumulas,  or  introduction  to 
logic ;  when,  about  the  middle  of  fummer, 
the  Provincial  *  of  a  certain  order,  a  reli- 
gious and  learned  man,  came  to  the  houfe, 
and  was  entertained  in  it  fome  days.  His 
train  was  compofed,  as  is  ufual,  of  an- 
other Father,  his  companion  and  fecretary 
in  one,  and  a  lay-brother,  a  plump,  airy, 
brifk,  handy,  crafty  knave,  who  was  of 
efpecial  fervice  in  the  miferable  inns  upon 
the  road,  and  employed  in  domeftic  offices 
in  the  convents.  He  was  a  good-humoured 
fellow,  not  at  all  hyprocritical,  nor  in  any 
degree,  nor  any  point,  fcrupulous.  He 
gave  Gerund  fome  cakes  and  comfits,  which 
had    been  prefented  to  him  by  the  Nuns 

*  The  governor  of  a  province  of  friars,  by  whom  he 
is  elected.  His  office,  which  continues  three  years,  is 
to  vifit  every  convent  once  a  year,  to  fee  that  the  regular 
difcipline  be  kept  up,  to  fend  friars  from  one  convent  to 
another,  &c.  He  may  refide  afterwards  in  what  convent 
of  the  order  he  pleafes.  The  Superiors  or  Priors,  &c. 
of  convents  are  alfo  elected,  and  remain  in  the  office 
three  years. 

R  2  whofe 
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whofe  convent  they  had  lately  vifited.  By 
this  he  made  the  boy  very  fond  of  him, 
and  likewife  by  the  ftories  and  jefts  he  told 
in  the  family  whilft  his  paternity  and  the 
fecretary  were  taking  their  fiefta  or  after- 
noon's nap,  (for  the  lay-brother  did  not  re- 
lifh  fleeping  in  the  day-time)  and  they  fay- 
he  told  his  ftories  with  grace.  After  the 
fathers  had  refrefhed  themfelves,  (till  when 
he  waited  to  fee  if  they  had  any  commands 
for  him)  he  went  to  take  a  walk  with  Ge- 
rund, who  carried  him  fome  times  to  the 
areas  on  which  the  corn  was  rubbed  from 
the  ear  *,  at  others  to  the  little  chapel  by 
the  road  fide,  and  again  at  others  to  his  fa- 
ther's vineyard,  which  bordered  on  the 
copfe.  Upon  thefe  occafions  the  boy  poured 
out  all  the  abfurdities  which  he  had  learned 
with  the  Domine  ;  and,  as  the  lay-brother 
heard  him  talk  fo  much  Latin,  to  him  the 
fame  as  Greek,  and  as  at  the  fame  time  he 
law   he  was  a  lively  clever  lad,  he  thought 

*  Thefe  areas  are  certain  fquare  fpots  (in  different  fields) 
well  troden  or  beaten,  and  fometimes  nicely  paved,  to 
make  them  hard,  on  which  an  inftrument  made  of  three 
great  planks,  fhidded  with  frnali  (harp  flints,  is  drawn 
backwards  and  forwards  over  the  coin,  bruifing  the  ear 
and  thrufting  out  the  grain.  It  is  faid  to  be  more  expe- 
ditions than  threfhing,  or  the  ancient  way  of  treading  it 
out  with  oxen. 

he 
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he  would  he  very  fit   for  their  order,  and 
therefore  began  to  catechize  him. 

He  told  him  that  there  was  no  better  life 
in  the  world  than  that  of  a  friar,  for  that 
the  dulleft  was  always  fure  of  his  commons, 
and  after  afiitting  in  the  choir,  it  was  all 
holiday  ;  that  he  who  had  a  moderate  ge- 
nius might  go  upon  the  line  of  lecturer  or 
matter,  or  upon  that  of  preacher  ;  and  that 
though  the  line  of  lecturer  was  more  min- 
ing, yet  that  of  the  pulpit  was  more  eafy 
and  more  lucrative  ;  fince  he  knew,  that 
he  did,  general  preachers*,  who  had  never 
in  their  lives  furnimed  a  fermon  out  of  their 
own  heads,  and,  notwithstanding,  were 
fuch  preachers  as  foared  out  of  fight  and 
had  gained  a  great  deal  of  money;  and  that, 
infhort,  in  becoming  jubilated,  or  exempt  (of 
the  emeriti)  on  eitherline,  they  lived  like  very 
bifhops.  Then  as  to  life  of  Collegiates !  (as 
they  are  called  when  they  are  entered  upon 
their  ftudies  after  the  expiration  of  their 
noviciate,)  neither  the  king  nor  the  pope 
lives  a  better,  at  leaft  not  more  happy. 
They  run  the  gauntlet,  indeed,  a  little  now 
and  then,  with  the  lecturers  and  matters  of 

*  Predicadores  generaks,  thofe  who  have  a  licence 
from  the  General  of  the  order,  and  are  of  the  iirlt 
rank. 

R  3  the 
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the  faculties,  if  their  gravities  are  trouble- 
fome  and  ridiculous  about  making  thetn 
mind  their  ftudies ;  but  what  does  that 
fignify  if  they  play  them  a  hundred  tricks 
and  cheat  them  finely  ?  They  never  eat 
better  than  when  they  are  confined  to  bread 
and  water  for  neglecting  their  lefibns  or 
lying  a-bed  -}  for  then  their  companions 
fave  in  their  fleeves  the  beft  part  of  their 
commons  for  them,  and  they  feaft  like  ab- 
bots. Then  the  rout,  and  the  racket,  and 
the  roaring,  that  they  make  when  they  are 
by  themfelves !  The  merry  mad  tricks  that 
they  play  with  one  another  !  And  fometimes 
fome  precious  things  have  happened.  It  is 
certain  if  they  are  caught  they  pay  for  it ; 
and  there  are  flogging-bouts  laid  on  won- 
derfully clofe  ;  but  datus  fimt,  pajfatus  funt. 
As  to  the  life  of  a  Novice  we  fay  little :  it 
is  well  known  that  they  muft  be  always  af- 
fifting  in  the  choir,  helping  at  Mafles,  never 
mifs  Matins,  have  much  meditation,  or 
mental  prayer,  enjoined  them,  and  much 
difcipline,  go  with  down-cad  eyes  and  a 
head  hung  like  a  ripe  fig.  But  this  is  a 
thing  of  nothing  ;  when  their  matter  has 
turned  his  back,  or  in  thofe  times  of  li- 
berty and  holiday  which  come  every  now 
and  then,  there  are  fuch  doings  as  are  ready 

to 
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to  bring  the  houfe  down,  playing  at  blind- 
man's  buff,  leap-frog,  and  fulling-mills  *, 
with  all  the  glee  in  the  world. 

It  cannot  be  conceived  with  what  plea- 
fure  our  Gerund  liftened  to  this  defcription 
of  the  religious  life,  given  with  more  im- 
prudence  than  truth,  difcovering  only  the 
defects  of  the  imperfect  members,  and 
concealing  the  fe verity  with  which  they 
were  reprehended  and  chaftifed,  and  the 
regularity  which  is  exacted  by  every  order, 
"however  mild,  from  its  individuals.  But 
the  good  lay-brother  thought  that  if  he 
could  but  once  fet  our  youngfler  agog  for 
the  vocation,  he  mould  do  a  good  deed, 
and  as  to  the  red,  he  would  fee  it  fart 
enough  when  it  was  embraced.  And  in 
truth  he  fet  him  fo  effectually  agog,  that 
he  immediately  told  his  Catechift,  that  he 
would  be  a  Friar  of  his  order,  though  they 
mould  hang  him,  and  that  he  would  that 
very  evening  defire  to  have  the  habit  from 
the  hands  of  the  Provincial  Father  before 
his  parents.     The  lay-brother  gave  him  an 

*  A  noify  fport,  in  which  fome  of  the  boys  lie  upon 
their  backs  on  the  ground,  lifting  up  their  legs  alter- 
nately, whilft  the  others  are  to  ftrike  on  their  breech, 
the  ground,  and  their  own  hands,  wich  a  fhoe,  or  fome 
fuch  thing,  to  raeafured  time,  under  forfeiture  of  tak- 
ing their  places. 

R  4  embrace 
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embrace,  two  heart-cakes,  and  a  fcapulary 
with    red    ribbons,    and    its   badge    em- 
broidered with   gold  thread,  with   which 
his  eagernefs  for  the  vocation   became  fo 
great,  that  he  would  not  have  abandoned 
the  thoughts  of  being  a  Friar,  even  for  the 
living  of  his  own  parifh.     Moreover,  the 
lay-brother  inftrucled  him   in  what  man- 
ner he  was  to  apply  to  the  Provincial,  and 
that   having     procured    his     confent,    he 
fhould  befeech  him  to  be  himfelf  his  ha- 
bit-father, as  in  this  manner  he  would  fe- 
cure  his  fortune,  becaufe  the  party  of  his 
Paternity  was   the  governing  one,  and  in 
all   probability  would    be    the    governing 
one  for  fome  years,  fince  there  was  fcarce- 
ly  a   Definer,  an   Exempt,  or   Chief  of  a 
convent  in  the  order,  who   was  not  a  fon 
or   a  grandfon   of  his  Reverence,  that  is, 
either  his  own   difciple,  or  his  difciples' 
difciple  ;  and   thus  he  eafily  managed  the 
chapters,    and  difpofed  of  every  thing  in 
them  at  his  pleafure. 

Ages  did  the  hours  till  fupper-time  ap- 
pear to  Gerund,  and  when  it  arrived,  he 
fat  himfelf  down  to  table  with  the  Provin- 
cial, the  Secretary,  and  his  father  and  mo- 
ther, as  ufual.  But  inftead  of  diverting 
them  with  anagrams,  verfes,  and  nonfenfe, 

which 
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which  he  bolted  out  at  other  times,  that 
evening,    according   to   the   inftruction  of 
the    fly  lay-brother,     he    (hewed    himfelf 
very  ferious,  penfive,  and-  void  of  appetite. 
They  would  have  excited  him,  but  icarce 
a  word  was  to  be  drawn  from  him.    When 
the  cloth  was  taken   away,  the  Provincial 
and  the  Secretary  made  him   fit  between 
them,     began   to  carefs   him   much,    and 
afked  him  what  was  the  matter  with  him? 
After    fufTering    himfelf    to    be    entreated 
fome  time,  and  the  tears,  whether  in  jeft 
or   earned,  appearing  in  his  eyes,  he  faid, 
at  laft,  that  he  had  a  great   defire  to  be  a 
Friar  of  their  order,  and  that  he  would  fol- 
low them,  fo  he  would,  whitherfoever  they 
went,    though   it  mould   be  on  foot,  till 
they  had  given  him  the  habit.     On  hear- 
ing this,   the  good  creature  of  a  Catania, 
turning  to  her  hufband,  her  hands  clafped, 
or  crofled   upon   her  bread,     faid   to  him 
with  all  the  goodnefs  in  the  world,  "Did 
not  I  tell  thee,  my  Tony,  that  in  the  end 
the  boy  would  be   a  Fiiar  ?  Doit  thou  not 
fee  how  the  porphecy  of  the  bleffed  lay- 
brother    is    fulfilling,    who    pernofticated 
that  this   child   would  one   day  be  a  great 
preacher  ?"  And  turning  to  Gerund,  "  Go, 
blefled    of  God,    with  the  bendiclion  of 
6  his 
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his  Divine  Majefty  and  with  mine ;  for 
though  a  chapelry  would  have  come  to 
thee  by  inheritance,  and  thy  godfather  the 
licentiate  Quixano  would  rellgn  to  thee  the 
finecure  of  Upper  Berrocal,  I  would  rather 
fee  thee  in  a  pulpit  convarting  of  fouls, 
than  fee  thee  become  the  arch-peft  of  all 
the  country  *."  Anthony  Zotes,  who 
was  as  good  as  good  bread,  anfwered  only, 
"  As  for  my  part,  fo  as  he  be  but  a  good 
Fliar,  let  him  do  what  he  will ;  for  pa- 
rents mould  not  thwart  the  inclinations  of 
their  children." 

The  Provincial,  feeing  the  little  there 
was  left  to  be  done  on  the  fide  of  the  fa- 
ther and  mother,  and  knowing  that  the 
boy  had  in  reality  parts  and  quicknefs, 
and  that  the  abfurdities  he  had  picked  up, 
were  the  effects  of  his  bad  education, 
which  there  was  reafon  to  hope  he  might 
be  fenfible  of,  and  rectify  in  time,  with 
proper  inftru&ion,  immediately  promifed 
that  he  would  receive  him,  and  that  he 
himfelf  would  give  him  the  habit,  and  al- 
ways be  his  father  and  godfather.  But  as 
he  was  a  learned  and  religious  man,  and  as 

*  That  is,  that  fhe  would  rather  fee  him  a  regular 
Pried,  than  a  fecular  one,  as  in  the  former,  according 
to  the  ideas  of  the  vulgar,  there  is  much  more  merit. 

it 
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It  was  a  ferious  affair,  he  feared  left  it 
might  be  fome  light  fancy  in  the  boy,  or, 
however,  left  he  might  embrace  that  ftate 
heedlefsly,  and  without  a  right  comprehen- 
fion  of  what  he  embraced  ;  and,  therefore, 
that  he  might  at  once  comply  with  his 
confcience,  his  duty,  and  his  great  under- 
standing, he  fpoke  to  him  in  the  following; 
manner  : 

"  Know'ft  thou,  my  fon,  what  the  re- 
"  ligious  ftate  is  ?  It  is  a  crofs  to  which 
u  the  foul  is  nailed  by  the  three  religious 
"  vows  *  from  the  moment  it  makes  them, 
"  and  from  which  it  is  releafed  only  with 
"  the  laft  breath.  It  is  a  continual  mar- 
&  tyrdom,  which  commences  with  its 
"  being  embraced,  and  finifhes  indeed 
"  when  it  is  left  j  but,  obferve,  that  it 
"  can  be  left  only  by  lofs  of  life,  or  lofs 
"  of  honour,  and  at  the  fame  time  with 
"  that  the  lofs  of  thy  eternal  foul.  It  is 
"  a  ftate  all  of  humility,  all  of  mortifica- 
"  tion,  all  of  obedience.  He  who  defpifes 
"  not  himfelf,  is  the  moft  defpifed  of  all ; 
"  no  one  is  more  mortified,  than  he  who 
"  leaft   mortifies,  with  the  difcomfort  of 

fuffering  more  and  deferving   lefs.     He 

*  Poverty,  chaftity,  and  obedience. 

"  who 


a 
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"  who  is  not  willingly  obedient,  is  con- 
"  {trained  to  be  the  mod  miferable  of 
"  flaves.  See'ft  thou  thefe  hoary  locks 
"  which  whiten  my  head?  (at  faying  this, 
"  he  took  off  his  fcull-cap)  Know,  then, 
"  that  thefe  twenty  years,  have  they  co- 
"  vered,  have  they  disfigured  me,  and  be- 
"  lied  my  age,  for  I  have  not  yet  attained 
rt  to  my  fiftieth  year ;  and  by  nothing 
"  is  this  ufually-late-falling  fnow  upon 
"  thefe  natural  plants  fo  much  haftened, 
'*  as  by  troubles  and  anxieties  of  mind ; 
"  and  fcarcely  are  there  any  of  us,  thou 
"  mayeft  obferve,  but  who  are  grey  upon 
<f  account  of  our  profefllon,  many  years 
"  fooner  than  we  mould  be  upon  account 
"  of  age.  Certainly  this  violence  which 
"  is  done  to  nature,  cannot  ordinarily 
tf  arife  from  any  other  caufe  than  the  vio- 
"  lence,  voluntary  or  involuntary,  which 
"  is  done  to  natural  inclination. 

u  As  thou  haft  never  been  converfant 
c?  with  any  other  of  the  Religious  than 
M  thofe  which  the  charity  of  our  brethren, 
"  thy  good  parents,  hath  with  true  Chrif- 
"  tian  piety  entertained,  I  fear  left  fome 
"  imprudent  perfon  (for  we  cannot  deny 
"  that  there  are  fuch  in  all  parts)  may 
"  have  delineated  our  ftate   to    thee  like 

"  that 
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et  that  painter,  who,  to  conceal  the  defor- 
"  mity  of  Philip,  the  father  of  Alexander, 
*?  to  whom   one  eye  was  wanting,  drew 
te  his  picture  in  profile,  reprefenting  only 
"  the  fair   fide,  and  hiding  the  defective 
"  in   the    canvafs.     It    is    true,    my   fon, 
tr  there  are  in    the  religious  ftate  certain 
"  grave   men,    juftly   rewarded   for  their 
"   merit,  with  privileges  and  exemptions  ; 
"   but  there  are   not,    nor  can  there   be, 
tf  privileges  againft  obedience  and  obferv- 
*c  ance,  nor  were  there  ever  yet  difcovered 
"  in  the   world,  exemptions  from  anxiety 
t(  and  trouble.     Of  what  avail   is  it,  that 
"  the  cells  of  thefe  grave  fathers  fhould 
*'  abound  with  all  their  natural  wants  re- 
"  quire,  if,  by  default  of  a  proper  govern- 
"  ment  of  their  paffions,  there  is  wanting 
"  to  them   what   they  have  more  need  of 
"  in  their   hearts  ?    Neither  will   I   deny, 
"  that  in  the  moil  rigorous  profeffion  may 
"   be   found   fome   inobfervant,  and  even, 
"  fometimes,  fcandalous   members.     But, 
"  in   like  manner,  there  were  in  Heaven 
"  apoftate  angels,  in  paradife   difobedient 
"  men,    and    in    the    apoftolic    college   a 
<l  traitor,  a  prefumptuous,  an   inconftant, 
"  an  incredulous  man,  and  many  cowards : 
"  yet  doth  not  Heaven  ceafe  to   be  Hea- 
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ven,  paradife  paradife,  nor  the  apofto^ 
lie  college  to  be  the  moil  holy  commu- 
nity that  ever  was  or  will  be  in  the 
world.  A  (rate  is  not  called  perfect, 
becaufe  there  are  not  in  it  fbme  defec- 
tive members,  but  becaufe  thofe  who 
are  fo,  are  endeavoured  to  be  reclaimed, 
and  thofe  who  are  not  to  be  reclaimed 
are  not  tolerated  -3  for  they  are  either 
cut  off  as  rotten  members  that  they  may 
not  infect  the  found,  or  are  conjured  like 
tempefts  %  that  they  may  difcharge 
where  they  may  not  deftroy  :  I  mean, 
that  confined  within  the  walls  of  their 
convent  for  life,  either  punifhment 
brings  them  to  themfelves,  and  then 
they  are  truly  happy,  or,  if  they 
complete  their  wretchednefs  by  de- 
fpair,  they  prejudice  themfelves  alone, 
and  only  pafs  from  one  hell  to  another , 
from    the     temporal    to    the    eternal. 

*  The  bells  are  rung  ufually  aaainft  an  approaching, 
ftorm.  "  The  bells  are  bleffed,  that  the  found  of  them 
may  incite  the  faithful  to  their  heavenly  reward,  and 
that  the  devotion  of  faith  may  increafe  in  them; — they 
are  rung  that  the  enemies'  armies  may  run  away — that 
the  found  of  hail,  the  whirlwinds,  the  rains,  the  nam- 
ing of  the  ftorms,  may  be  moderated — that  the  winds, 

thunders.,    and    lightnings  may    be   fufpended the 

ftorming  fpirits  of  hell  confined,"  &c.     Bluteau. 

There- 
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**  Therefore,  my  fon,  if  thou  thinkefl  of 
"  embracing  the  religious  ftate,  thou  art 
"  to  know,  that  if  thou  malt  be  good, 
f*  thou  wilt  live  and  die  upon  a  perpetual 
"  crofs  ;  if  thou  malt  be  bad,  thou  wilt 
"  be  ftill  more  tormented,  and  that  on  ei- 
"  ther  lide  a  martyrdom,  to  be  finimed 
"  only  with  thy  life,  awaits  thee.  I  have 
"  fulfilled  my  duty ;  thou  wilt  now  re- 
"  folve  according  to  thy  judgment ;  with 
"  the  aflurance,  that  if,  notwithstanding 
**  the  clearnefs  with  which  I  fpeak  to 
"  thee,  thou  malt  be  determined  to  take 
te  this  crofs  upon  thee,  I,  as  thy  father 
te  and  thy  godfather,  for  which  I  imme- 
f<  diately  appoint  myfelf,  will  do  every 
'*  thing  in  my  power,  though  I  cannot 
*'  take  it  from  thy  moulders,  to  make  it 
'-'  as  light  and  eafy  as  it  can  be  confiftent- 
"  ly  with  the  obfervances  of  religion." 

Anthony  Zotes  and  the  good  Catania 
were  very  attentive  to  the  difcreet  harangue 
of  the  prudent  and  pious  Provincial,  and 
were  indeed  rather  tenderly  afTecled  by  it, 
infomuch  that  the  latter  found  it  necefTary 
to  wipe  her  eyes  and  her  nofe;  this  with 
the  corner  of  her  apron,  and  thofe  with  the 
lappets  of  her  hood.  But  Gerund  heard 
it  with  the  greateft  ferenity  imaginable,  and 

without 


256       The    HISTORY    of 

without  any  attention  at  all,  thinking  only 
how  he  was  to  play  at  leap-frog,  when  he 
mould  be  a  novice,  to  cheat  the  butler, 
and  filch  at  leaft  two  allowances  a-week, 
and  figuring  himfelf  in  his  imagination  the 
greateft  preacher  of  all  that  region  ;  as  he 
afterwards  confeffed  that  whilft  the  Provin- 
cial was  holding  forth,  he  was  framing  in 
his  mind  a  difciplinant-exhortation  again  ft 
the  time  when  he  mould  be  appointed  to 
preach  at  Campazas  in  the  Holy  Week. 
Another  caufe  of  his  inattention  proceeded 
from  the  rogue  of  a  lay-brother,  who, 
landing  behind  the  Provincial,  but  in  full 
view  of  Gerund,  kept  winking  his  eyes, 
and  nodding  his  head  at  whatever  the  holy 
father  laid  a  ftrefs  on  -,  as  much  as  to  fay,  that 
it  was  nothing  but  cant,  and  not  worth  his 
notice.  With  which,  as  foon  as  the  Pro- 
vincial had  concluded,  the  boy  remained 
refolute  in  his  defire  of  being  a  friar,  and 
Jaid,  that  if  others  had  pafied  through 
thofe  things,  he  alfo  would  pafs  through 
them,  without  giving  any  other  reafon, 
fmall  or  great.  As  they  all  faw  him  fo 
refolved,  it  was  determined  that  what  was 
thought  of  being  done  at  fome  future  time, 
mould  be  done  immediately,  for  as  he  was 
now  fifteen  years  old  he  was    of  the  befl 

age 
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age  to  enter  the  profefliori :  and  thus  with- 
in two  days  the  Provincial  and  his  fol- 
lowers, accompanied  by  Gerund,  his  fa- 
ther, mother,  and  the  licentiate  Quixano, 
his  godfather,  who  would  be  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  his  entrance,  went  to  a  convent 
of  the  order  not  far  from  Campazas,  where 
the  Provincial  inverted  him  with  the  habit 
by  his  own  hands  in  great  folemnity,  and 
left  him  ftrongly  recommended  both  to  the 
Prior  of  the  convent,  and  the  Matter  of 
theNov:ces>  as  his  own  particular  and  be- 
loved charge. 
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BOOK         II. 

CHAP.       I. 

His   Noviciate  concluded,    he  begins  jludying 
arts, 

NOW  have  we  our  Friar  Gerund 
fairly  in  the  field,  like  a  bull  in 
the  lifts,  a  novice  good  and  true  as 
the  beft  of  them,  without  fuffering  him- 
felf  to  be  outdone  either  in  the  punctual 
performance  of  theexercifes  of  the  commu- 
nity, as  he  was  very  attentive  to  his  duty, 
or  in  the  tricks  which  the  lay-brother  had 
defcribed  to  him,  when  he  could  execute 
them  undetected,  for  he  was  clever,  cun- 
ning, and  of  wonderful  dexterity  of  hand 

and 
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and  lightnefs   of  foot.     Yet,  as  he  loft  no 
opportunity  of  whipping  a  loaf  or  a  com- 
mons  into  his   fleeve,  and  transfufed  the 
contents  of  a  Jefus,  or  wine-cup,  into  his 
ftomach  in  a  trice,  whenever  he  helped  the 
butler  to  put  in  "order  the  refectory,   or  hall 
of  refreshment,  where  the  community  took 
their  meals,  it  came  to  be   fufpected  that 
he    was  not  altogether   fo  innocent  as  he 
looked,  and   both  the  butler  and  the  clerk 
laid  a  complaint  before  the  mafter  of  the 
novices,  that  when  Friar   Gerund    aflifted 
in    the    refectory   or    at  mafs,    the   wine 
unaccountably     vaniflied,     and     that     in 
turning  their  heads  they  found  empty  one 
or   two  Jefufes   which  they  fwore  by   God 
and  the  holy  crofs  they  particularly  remem- 
bered to  have  filled  ;  and  that  though  they 
had  never  caught  him  in  the  fact,  yet  that 
the  thread  leads  to  the  ball,  as  we  fay,  that 
they  could  guefs  by  a  little  what  a  great  deal 
meant;   and  that,   before  God  and  in  their 
conferences,  they    believed  it  could  be  no 
other  owl  *  which  fucked  the  oil  of  thefe 


am 


ps. 


*  There  is  a  kind  of  owl  in  Spain  and  Portugal  which 
is  very  fond  of  oil,  and  will  fuck  dry  any  lamp  it  can 
get  at. 

S  2  The 
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The   matter  of  the   novices  was  a  good 
foul,  devout  and  pious  to   the  lafl  degree, 
and  equally  candid  and  fimple.      If  he  faw 
a  novice  jro  with   downcafl  eves,  with  his 
hood  pulled  over   his   head,  his  hands  un- 
der his  fcapulary,  of  a  fneaking  gait  and 
creeping  always   under  the  wall,  pun&ual 
in  all  the  acls  of  the  community,  filenr,  de- 
vout, and  even  in  his  recreations  fpeaking  al- 
waysof  Cod  and  Chriil — but  what  if  he  was 
naturally  model!  and  ingenuous?  If  he  afked 
his  leave  to  inflict  upon  himfelf  extraordi- 
nary penances    and  mortifications,  though 
he  never  did  them  ?  If  he  was  for  ever  run- 
ning to  him   to  communicate  his  Spiritual 
concerns,  and  give  him  account  of  his  feel- 
ings  and  experiences  in  the  mental  prayer 
or  meditation   that  was  enjoined  him,  es- 
pecially  if   there   was   any    thing    which 
fmelt    of  imaginary   vifion  ?  if,,  above  all, 
he  came  with  a  tone  of  charity,  fcrupulouf- 
nefs,  and  zeal,  to  tell  him  of  the  faults  he 
had   remarked,   which  perhaps  his  malice 
only  had   the  ingenuity  to  difcover,  in  his 
companions- — 'Twas  enough,  'twas  abun- 
dant;  the    good    mailer   could    require  no 
more  ;  he  would  believe  no  ill  of  fuch   a 
novice,  though  declared  to  him  by  the  bare- 
footed 
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rooted  friars  themfelves  *j  and  if  any  one 
ace u fed  him  of  any  little  trefpafs,  he  would 
place  it  to  the  account  of  envy  or  emulation, 
faying,  with  almoft  tears  in  his  eyes,  that 
virtue,  divine  virtue,  was  perfecutcd  in  the 
very  cloifters.  The  rogues  of  novices,  though 
for  the  moil:  part  but  mere  hoys,  were 
cunning  enough  to  fee  this  weaknefs  or 
goodnefs  of  their  mailer,  and  of  courfe  the 
moil:  artful  cheated  him  into  the  belief  of 
their  being  the  greatell:  faints.  Our  Gerund 
was  not  behind-hand  with  the  flyeft  fox  of 
them  all,  but  rather  exceeded  them  in  play- 
ing his  part  in  this  farce  ;  and  it  was  known 
that  he  was  the  matter's  favourite,  efpe- 
cially  as,  betides  his  good  appearance,  dif- 
limulation,  and  affected  fandlity  and  com- 
pofednefs,  he  was  adopted  and  fo  ttrongly 
recommended  by  the  provincial  father ;  for 
though  our  matter  of  the  novices  was  a 
fpiritual  and  myftic  man,  neverthelefs,  to 
the  greater  glory  of  God,  and  the  greater 
good  of  religion,  he  paid  his  court  very  de- 
voutly  to  the  ruling  powers  upon  earth, 

*  A  common  expreflion  to  exaggerate  the  incredibi- 
lity of  a  thing — that  it  is  not  to  be  believed,  though  it 
fhould  be  aflerted  by  men  of  fuch  approved  truth  and 
virtue  as  the  friars  of  the  fevereft  orders,  who  go  bare-, 
footed. 

S3  and 
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and  would  not  have  difgufted  a  grave  father 
for  all  the  world. 

With  this  difpofition  of  the  mafter 
it  may  well  be  fuppofcd  how  ill  the  ac- 
cufations  of  the  clerk  and  the  butler  were 
received.  The  blelTed  man  told  them 
that  little  truly  did  they  know  of  bro- 
ther Gerund,  and  that  he  could  not  con- 
ceive with  what  confcience  they  could  form 
fuch  ralTi  judgments,  and  raife  fuch  falfe 
teflimonies  againft.  the  angelic  youth  ;  that 
if  they  did  but  know  his  real  character,  they 
would  think  themfelves  happy  in  being  per- 
mitted to  kifs  the  ground  he  trod  on  ;  and 
that,  if  it  was  true  that  their  wine  was 
miffing,  without  doubt  it  muft  have  been 
die  devil  who  perfonated  him,  and  drank  it 
in  order  to  difcredit  him  ;  concluding  with 
telling  them,  that  if  the  order  had  in  it  half 
a  dozen  Friar  Gerunds,  this  half  dozen  of 
faints  wTould  in  time  become  additional  ob- 
jects of  adoration  on  the  altars. 

Now  it  happened  that  whilfr.  the  good 
mailer  was  giving  this  lecture  to  the  accus- 
ing brethren,  the  angelic  youth  palled  (it  is 
not  known  whether  by  accident  or  from 
any  notice  he  had)  by  the  buttery-door 
which  was  ftanding  open,  and  feeing  a 
bafket  of  eggs,  which  lay  lovely  white  and 
fuing  to  be  touched,  he  clapped  half  a  do- 

zm 


FRIAR    GERUND.       263 

gen  of  them  into  the  bofom  of  his  caffock, 
and  with  the  greateft  modefty  in  the  world 
purfued  his  way  towards  the  novice-apart- 
ments, and  went  directly  to  the  matter's  cell 
to  give  him  an  account  of  what  he  had  ex- 
perienced in  the  meditation  of  the  day. 
He  entered,  as  ufuat,  with  his  eyes  nailed 
upon  the  floor,  his  hood  drawn  a  hand's 
breath  over  his  forehead,  his  hands  in  his 
fleeves  under  the  fcapulary,  and  conjuring 
up  a  kind  of  fmiling  blufh,  (befriended  ex- 
cellently by  the  petty  theft  he  had  juft  com- 
mitted) which  might  feem  to  be  the  effect 
of  his  fpiritual  experiences.  As  foon  as  the 
matter  faw  him  he  renewed  his  wonted  ca- 
reiTes,  and  made  him  lit  down  clofe  by  him; 
then  began  the  account  of  his  meditation, 
and  then  began  the  lies  of  his  virions  and 
communications,  ftringing  together  as  ma- 
ny as  he  could  invent,  but  all  fo  well  con- 
certed and  with  fo  much  grace  and  compo- 
fure,  that  the  mailer,  good  eafy  man,  not 
able  to  contain  himfelf,  rofe  from  his  feat, 
and  more  and  more  to  encourage  this  no- 
vice, favoured  of  heaven  as  well  as  him, 
gave  him  a  moft  ftricl:  embrace.  In  an  evil 
hour  did  he  give  it;  for  as  he  fqueezed  him 
fo  tightly  in  the  Lord,  he  broke  all  the  eggs 
which  the  angelic  youth  had  dcpofited  in 

S   4  his 
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his  bofom,  from  whence  a  broad  unbroken 
ilream  of  yolks  and  white  laced  his  garment 
to   the  hem.     The  mailer,  afloniihed  and 
confufed,    cried,    "  How  now,    Friar  Ge- 
rund, what    is  this  ?"    The  devout  young 
man,     who   had    much    ferenity,    and    an 
imagination  ready  as  a  woman's  to  bring  him- 
felf  off  with  flying  colours  on  afudden  pinch, 
anfwered  without  the  leafi.  emotion,   "  Fa- 
ther, I   will  tell,  your   Reverence.    As  it  is 
now  two  months  fince  your  Reverence  per- 
mitted me  to  take  difcipline  on  my  moul- 
ders, not  being  any  longer  able   to  take  it 
on  another  part,  wounds  have  enfued,    for 
which  I  had  procured  thefe  eggs  to  make  a 
d  re  fling,  and  I  dared  not   tell  your  Reve- 
rence of  it,  left  your  Reverence  fhould  de- 
prive me  of  the  comfort  of  this  flight  mor- 
tification."   The  gudgeon  of  a  mailer  fw al- 
lowed   the    hook,    and,    admiring   at  the 
ilupendous    penances    of  his  novice,  em- 
braced him  again,  but  lefs  clofely  than  he- 
fore,  that  he  might  not  grieve  the  wounds, 
ypen  his  moulders,  or  daub   himfelfwith' 
their  intended    dreffing  ;    and    contenting- 
himfelf  with  mildly  admoniming  him  that. 
*f  mercy  is   better  than   facrifice,"  he  dif- 
miffed  him  with  an  order  to  go  and  change, 
fis  habit.  ... 

With 
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With  fuch  contrivances  did  our  Gerund 
pafs  his  noviciate,  and  make  his  profeflion 
inoffenfo  pede,  without  a  difientient  voice  ; 
and  as  his  habit- father  was  frill  in  the  pro- 
yinciallhip,  he  fent  him  at  once  to  ftudy 
arts  in  one  of  the  molt  refpedtable  convents 
of  the  province,1  overleaping  the  ufual  form 
of  his  being  fir/1:  a  choirelter  for  two  or 
three  years,  which  others,  not  To  power- 
fully befriended,  are  obliged  to  pafs 
through. 

The  lecturer  or  tutor  at  this  convent 
was  a  young  man,  fcarcely  thirty,  of  a 
middling  genius,  furncient  comprehenfion, 
and  happy  memory,  an  hard  iludent,  a 
furious  Ariftotelian,(from  neverhaving  read 
any  other  philofophy,  and  therefore  never 
fufFering  any  other  to  be  mentioned,)  and 
an  eternal  difputer  ;  to  which  lail  quality 
affifted  a  great  volubility  of  fpeech,  a  clear 
and  Itrong  voice,  an  admirable  confiflency 
of  bread,  and  a  marvellous  ftrength  of 
lungs  j  in  fine,  a  fcholaftic  fo  efTentially  made 
up  of  profefhonal  phrafes  that  he  neither 
ufed,  nor  knew,  any  others  to  exprefs  him- 
felf  with  on  the  moft  trivial  occafions.  If 
he  were  afked  how  he  did,  he  would  an- 
fwer,  materialiter  well,  fo?'?}ialiter,  fubdif- 
tingiiQ,  reduplicative  ut  homo,  nothing  ails 
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me,  reduplicative  ut  religiofus,  I  am  not 
without  my  troubles.  His  mother  com- 
plained once  that  he  faid  nothing  in  his 
letters  of  his  ftate  of  health,  to  which 
he  replied, 

"  My  good  mother  and  lady, 

"  It  is  certain  I  did  not  tell  you  fgnate 
"  that  I  was  well,  but  exercise,  I  faid  it. 
*'  I  mud:  now  inform  you,  that  I  am  ex- 
"  plaining  to  my  difciples,  the  tranfcen- 
tf  dency,  or  intranfcendency  of  the  being ; 
"  I  affirm  the  analogy,  and  deny  the  tran- 
(t  fcendency.  Be  fo  good  as  to  'tell  my 
"  filler  Rofe,  that  I  rejoice  me  is  well, 
"  both  ut  quo  and  ut  quod;  and  that  as  to 
«'  the  under-ftockings  me  was  fo  kind  as 
**  to  make  for-  me,  the  materia  ex  qua  ap- 
<e  peared  rather  coarfe,  but  the  artificial 
"form  has  all  its  conftitutives.  With  re- 
?*  gard  to  the  four  pounds  of  chocolate  you 
c<  were  pleafed  to  fend  me,  I  muft  fay  int 
t€  rei  veritate,  that  the  intrinfic  qualities 
te  are  good,  but  that  the  accidental  have 
"  ruined  it,  by  its  having  been  too  long 
"  aded  upon  by  the  combv.Jl'roe  virtue,  of 
(t  igneous  nature,     I  kifs  your  hands,  and 

"  am 
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M  am  inadequate  &  partialiter  your  fon, 
*f  but  total  iter  &  adequate, 

Your  affectionate  humble  fervant, 

Fr.  Toribio, 
Lecturer  of  Arts." 

Hence  we  may  colled  the  character  of 
the  father  lecturer,  Friar  Toribio,  who  in 
argument  beat  every  one  out  of  the  pit, 
for  with  his  loud  voice,  ready  tongue,  and 
abundance  of  terms,  there  was  no  one  who 
could  refift  him ;  and,  therefore,  he  was 
called  The  Scourge  of  the  Schools.  His 
head  was  fluffed  with  appellations,  amplia- 
tions, alienations,  equipollences,  reductions, 
and  all  the  moft  idle  and  ridiculous  part 
of  what  is  taught  in  the  Sumulas,  ferving 
only  to  wafte  time  in  learning  a  thoufand 
ufelefs  things. 

With  the  fame  exquifite  tafte  and  good 
choice,  he  gave  his  inductions  in  logic. 
Though  he  knew  very  well,  that  this  was 
no  other  than  an  art  to  help  natural  reafon 
to  difcover  the  effence  of  things,  yet  the 
devil  a  thing  did  he  teach  his  fcholars  con- 
ducive to  this  end,  but  of  the  nine  months 
allotted  for  the  courfe,  fpent  feven  in  filling 
their  poor  heads  with  confufed  ideas,  im- 
pertinent reprefentations,    and    imaginary 

figures : 
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figures  :  in  making  them  enquire  if  it  con- 
filled  in  a  fole  habit,  quality,  or  fcientihc 
facility,  or  in  a  complex  of  many  correr 
fponding  to  the  variety  of  the  logical  acts  ? 
Whether  it  is  a  practical  or  fpeculative 
fcience  ?  If  inftruction  in  the  rules  is  to  be 
diftinguifhed  from  the  ufe  of  them  ?  If  its 
object  be  a  mere  ens  rationis,  a  thing  enr 
tirely  feigned  by  the  underftanding;  or  a  true 
and  real  being,  though  purely  intellectual  ? 
If  artificial  logic  be  fo  necefTary  to  other 
fciences  that  none  can  be  attained,  well  or 
illj  without  it  ?  And  thus  of  other  proe- 
mial  queftions,  which  could  ferve  no  other 
purpofe  than  to  puzzle  the  boys'  heads  in 
the  moft  ufelefs  manner  in  the  world. 

Now  this  is,  by  way  of  comparifon,  as 
if  a  ihoe-maker  mould  fpend  a  month  in 
teaching  his  apprentice,  who  was  defirous, 
of  learning  his  trade,  whether  the  foot- 
furnifhing  faculty  were  an  art  or  a  fcience, 
and,  if  an  art,  whether  it  were  mechanical 
or  liberal  ;  another  month  in  inftructing 
him,  if  it  was  the  fame  thing  to  know  how 
to  cut  as  to  few,  or  if,  for  each  of  thefe 
operations,  there  were  need  of  an  habit  or 
fcientific  inftruction  which  might  direct 
them.  "  Sir,  I  want  to  learn  to  make 
(hoes."  "  Peace,  fimpleton  !  How  {hould'ft 
a  thoq 
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thou  learn  to .  make  them,  unlefs  thou 
know  if  the  object  of  the  art  be  the  real 
(hoe  which  is  drawn  on  the  foot,  or  that 
which  is  reprefented  in  the  imagination  as 
the  idea  of  what  is  afterwards  to  be 
made  ?"  "  Sir,  I  want  not  to  make  ima- 
ginary fhoes,  b:;t  fuch  as  are  feen,  felt, 
and  worn."  **  Thou  art  a  blockhead  ! 
Can'it  thou  ever  be  able  to  make  them, 
without  knowing  whether  the  rules  which 
are  given  for  the  operation  are,  or  are  not, 
different  from  the  ufe  and  practice  of 
them  r"  "  Sir,  what  is  it  to  me  whether 
they  are  or  are  not  ?  Do  but  give  me  thefe 
rules ;  for  it  is  now  four  months  I  have 
been  in  your  houfe,  without  learning  (o 
much  as  one  of  them."  "  Well,  idiot; 
and  how  mould  I  give  them  to  thee,  or 
how  mould'ii  thou  learn  them,  till 
thou  art  fully  inftructed  that  the  art  is  part- 
ly practical,  and  partly  fpeculative  ?  Prac- 
tical, becaufe  its  end  is  to  make  well- 
fhaped  and  durable  fhoes  j  fpeculative,  be- 
caufe it  is  necefTary  that  the  rules  given  for 
it  mull:  firft  direct  reafon,  which  is  after* 
wards  to  direct  the  hands."  *c  By  my 
faith,  Sir,  you  are  enough  to  provoke  a 
faint;  what  does  it  fignify,  in  order  to  my 
learning    thefe  rules,  whether  the  art   be 

Platical 
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Platical,  or  Peculativc,  or  the  Punk  that 
pupped  me  ?" 

A  pleafant  thing  which  happened  with 
our  moft  fcholaftic  father  lecturer  muft 
not  be  omitted.  A  certain  father  mafter 
of  the  fame  order,  a  man  of  great  erudi- 
tion, and  equally  fkilled  in  folid  and  orna- 
mental literature,  feeing  Friar  Toribio  fo 
fcholafticated  with  thefe  vain  fophiftries, 
and  not  able  to  beat  reafon  into  that  thick 
feull  of  his,  faid  to  him  one  day  in  a  ban- 
ter, «'  Then,  according  to  you,  Father 
Lecturer,  there  could  not  be  in  the  world 
a  more  important  queftion,  than  that 
which  was  defended  in  Germany,  Utrum 
cbimara  bomb}  Hans  in  vacuo  fojjit  comedere 
fccundas  intentioncs  f"  With  wonder  and 
amaze  was  our  moft  metaphyseal  Friar 
ftruck  at  hearing  it  ;  and  though  there 
was  not,  as  he  thought,  any  fyftem,  of 
Thomift,  Scotift,  Suarift,  Okamift,  No- 
minalift,  or  Baconift,  but  what  he  had 
turned  over,  he  did  not  remember  ever  to 
have  read  that  queftion  in  terminis.  He 
dtiired  the  father  mafter  to  repeat  it;  and 
remained  fufpended  for  fome  time,  revolv- 
ing the  terms  in  his  mind  thoroughly  to 
un  'eritand  them,  and  after  muttering  to 
himfelf  two  or  three  times,  Utrum  cbimara 

bombi- 
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bombilians  in  vacuo  pqjjit  comedere  fecundas 
intentiones  f  XJtrum  cbimcera,  6cc.  he  gave 
a  vehement  flamp  upon  the  ground,  and 
burit,  out  with,  "  By  the  holy  habit  which 
I  wear,  I  had  rather  have  been  the  author 
of  this  queition,  than  immediately  be  made 
a  Prefentado  %  and  may  I  be  confounded 
in  the  next  hall-exercifes  -f-,  if  I  do  not 
maintain  the  affirmative  in  a  public  act !" 
The  rogue  of  a  mafter  heartily  enjoyed  the 
extravagance  of  the  fanatic  lecturer,  and 
to  complete  the  joke  he  was  making  of 
him,  faid,  t{  You  will  do  well,  Father 
Lecturer,  you  will  do  well ;  and  may  you 
die  with  the  comfort  of  being  intitled  to 
the  epitaph  made  for  one  of  like  tafte  and 
genius  to  your  paternity  \ 

Hicjacet  Magijler  nofler 
Qui  difputavit  bis  aut  ter 
In  Barbara  &  Celarcnt, 
Ita  tit  omnes  admirarenty 
In  Fapefmo  cif  Trifefomorum — ■ 
Orate  pro  animis  eorum. 

*  A  Friar  is  fometimes  admitted  to  a  degree  in  divi- 
nity in  the  univerfities,  and  it  is  a  great  honour ;  being 
never  done  but  upon  their  being  prefented  by  their  order 
as  qualified  for  or  deferving  fuch  degree.  Afterwards 
they  are  called  Maefiro  prefentado-- -prefented  matter. 

f  In  the  original  Sabatinas,  the  Saturday  difputations, 
at  home,  only  in  the  common  courfe  of  inftruttion  ;  in 
contradiftinction  to  a  public  exercife  before  the  commu- 
nity. 

6  CHAP. 
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CHAP.     II. 

Friar  Gerund  continues  Jludying  fhilofophy 
'without  under  [landing  a  word  of  it* 

9  I  ^HE  truth — —and  nothing  but  the 
JL  truth  will  I  fay  (for  what  benefit 
would  it  be  to  the  curious  reader,  that  I 
mould  damn  my  poor  foul  ?)  The  truth 
is,  that  the  more  ftrenuoufly  the  incompa- 
rable Friar  Toribio  endeavoured  to  incul- 
cate thefe  ufelefs  fubtleties  to  his  difciples, 
the  lefs  did  our  Friar  Gerund  underftand 
of  them  ;  not  that  fufficient  capacity  and 
rjuicknefs  was  wanting  in  him,  but,  as 
his  genius  and  inclination  drew  him  fo 
ftrongly  towards  the  pulpit,  which  appear- 
ed to  him  the  moll:  pleafing  and  lucrative 
path,  as  well  as  raoft  likely  to  gain  him 
fame,  fcholaftic  matters  were  irkfome  to 
him,  and  he  could  not  for  his  life  apply 
to  the  fludy  of  them.  Upon  this  account 
it  was  pleafant  to  hear  the  confufed  and  ri- 
diculous ideas  he  conceived  of  the  tech- 
nical terms.  The  Lecturer  explained  to 
them-  the   metaphyfical   degrees  of  being, 

fub  fiance, 
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fubftance,  creature,  body,  &c.  and  though 
he  bawled  till  he  was  hoarfe  in  fhewing 
them  that  every  thing  which  exifts  is  a 
being  j  if  vilible  and  palpable,  a  real, 
phyfical,  and  corporeal  being  -,  if  invisible 
and  impalpable,  as  the  foul,  a  true  and 
real,  but  fpiritual,  immaterial,  and  incor- 
poreal being  j  if  it  has  no  other  exiftence 
than  what  the  imagination  or  underftand- 
ing  gives  it,  an  intellectual,  ideal,  and 
imaginary  being  ;  yet,  plain  as  the  thing 
was,  it  was  all  Algebra  to  Friar  Ge- 
rund ;  for  having  often  heard  it  faid  in  the 
convent,  that  "  fuch  an  one  is  a  ftrange 
being?  he  could  never  conceive  by  being, 
any  thing  elfe  than  fome  out-of-the-way 
and  ridiculous  fellow  :  and  thus,  from  the 
explanation  of  the  properties  of  being  by 
thofe  rules,  whofe  initial  letters  form  this 
barbarous  word  Reubau,  when  he  faw 
any  one  of  an  extravagant  turn,  he 
vwould  fay,  not  without  fome  vanity  of  his 
fcholaftic  comprehenfion,  "  Ay,  he  is  a 
Reibau,  as  my  mafter  explains  it." 

By  the  word  fubjlance,  he  never  in  his 
life  underflood  any  thing  but  flrong 
chicken-broth ;  [all  flrong  broths  are  in 
Spain  called  Subftances]  becaufe  1.2  had 
always  heard  his  mother   fay,    when    fhe 

Vol.  I.  T  had 
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had  a  fide  perfon   in  the  houfe,  "  I  muf! 
give  him    a  fubftance ;"    and,    therefore, 
he  found  himfelf  the  mod  confufed  mortal 
in  the  world,  the  year  that  he  ftudied  Na- 
tural  Philofophy.     Facing   to   his    lot   to 
argue    this  queftion,    Whether  fubjlance  is 
immediately  operative  %  the  Lecturer  main- 
tained the  negative,  which  made  poor  Ge- 
rund lofe  the  fiirrups  of  his  reafon  and  his 
patience  too,  thinking  it  the  greateft  abfur- 
dity  that  could  be  maintained,  and  clearly 
againft  experience  -,  and   an   argument  had 
offered  itfelf  to  him,  according  to  his  ideas., 
demonstrable  and   conclusive  for  the  con- 
trary.    He  came    then   to  the  fchool,    or 
difputing-hall,      mod    confidently    armed 
with  his  arguments,  which  he  propofed  in 
this    manner.     "  Chicken- broth  is    a  true 
fubjlance ;    but  chicken-broth  is  immediately 
operative ;  therefore  fubjlance  is  immediately 
operative."    The  Minor  was  denied,  which 
he  proved  thus,  *e  That  which,  admhiijlered 
hi  a  clyjler,  has  an  immediate  eff'ecl,  is  imme- 
diately  operative ;    but  chicken-broth  admi- 
?iifered  in  a  clyjler ',  has  an  immediate  efeel ; 
therefore  chicken-broth  is  immediately  opera* 
the."    The  whole  mufquetry  of  the  fchool 
let  fly^i  volley  of  loud  laughter;    the  mi- 
nor of  this  fecond  fyllogifm  was   denied, 

2  and 
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and  poor  Gerund,  enraged,  what  with  the 
laughter,  and  what  with  having  a  propor- 
tion which  he  thought  as  clear  as  the  fun 
at  noon-day  denied,  flies  precipitately  and 
blindly,  beyond  all  power  of  reftraint, 
from  the  fchool  to  his  cell,  calk  for  the 
Infirmary-brother,  or  him  who  has  care 
of  the.fick,  and  defires  to  have  immediate- 
ly a  clyfter  of  chicken-broth,  if  by  good 
fortune  he  had  any  prepared  for  the  fick  : 
the  Infirmary-brother,  who  faw  him  fo 
disturbed,  agitated,  and  inflamed,  think- 
ing, without  doubt,  that  he  had  been 
feized  by  a  fudden  and  violent  cholic,  for 
which  he  had  heard  it  faid  that  chicken- 
broth  was  an  admirable  fpecific,  and  judg- 
ing that  the  intention  might  be  anfwered, 
though  it  were  made  of  an  old  hen,  of 
which  he  had  luckily  fome  by  him,  runs 
with  all  fpeed  to  the  kitchen  appropriated 
to  him,  and  prefently  prepares  and  admi- 
nisters the  clyfter  :  it  has  directly  a  pro- 
digious effect  upon  Friar  Gerund  ;  he  fills 
one  of  thofe  large  pans  which  are  deftined 
to  fuch  ufes,  and  without  delay  returning 
v  to  the  hall,  fays  to  his  opponent  and  the 
by-ftanders,  with  an  air  between  triumph 
and  anger,  "  Now  let  them  who  have  a 
mind  to  fee  whether  chicken-broth  has  or 
T  2  has 


<0 
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has  not  an  Immediate  effect  go  to  my  cell, . 
and  there  they  will  find  the  proof,  and 
then  let  them  defend  that  fubftance  is  not 
immediately  operative !" 

This  affair  put  the  finishing  ftroke  to 
his  dilguft  at  every  thing  called  Scholaflic 
Learning.  And  though  ibme  grave  and 
truly  learned  fathers,  who  loved  him  well, 
endeavoured  to  perfuade  him  to  dedicate 
fome  time  to  the  ftudy  of  it,  at  lean;  of 
thofe  matters,  as  well  phyfical  as  metaphy- 
seal, which  were  not  only  conducive,  but 
almoft  abfolutely  neceflary,  to  the  under- 
standing the  mod  important  queftions  of 
divinity  in  all  their  parts,  fcholaftic,  expo- 
fitive,  dogmatic,  and  moral,  without  the 
knowledge  of  which  it  was  impoffible  to 
make  a  fermon  without  hazarding  many 
abfurdities  and  herefies,  it  was  not  poffible 
to  convince  him  :  nor,  though  he  was  fome- 
times  confined  to  bread  and  water,  and 
had  even  half-a-dozen  flogging-bouts, 
could  he  be  brought  to  apply  to  what  his 
inclination  did  nor  carry  him,  and  efpe- 
cially  as  there  was  in  the  houfe  one  who 
aiTifted  him  in  his  error  and  perverfenefs. 

It  happened,  that,  for  his  fins,  our 
Friar  Gerund  was  favoured  with  the  no- 
tice, and  afterwards  with  the  intimacy  of 
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a  Predicador  Mayor  *  of  the  convent,  a 
coxcomb  of  about  the  fame  landing  with 
the  Lecturer,  but  of  very  different  ideas, 
tafte,  and  character.  This  Father  Predi- 
cador Mayor  was  in  the  flower  of  his  age, 
juft  turned  of  three-and-thirty ;  tall,  ro- 
buft,  and  corpulent,  his  limbs  well  fet  and 
well  proportioned,  with  fomewhat  of  a 
prominent  belly,  ftrait  neck,  and  erect 
gait  -,  with  his  bit  of  foretop  to  his  circle 
of  hair,  which  was  ftudioufly  and  exactly 
rounded  ;  his  habit  always  clean,  and  the 
folds  long  and  regular,  a  neat  flioe,  and, 
above  all,  his  filken  fcull-cap  adorned  with 
much  and  beautiful  needle-work3  an  airy 
taffel  railing  irfelf  in  the  centre,  all  the 
happy  labour  of  certain  bleffed  Nuns,  who 

*  Greater  Preacher.  Predicador  Mayor  &  Predica- 
dor Sabatino,  are  two  orders  of  preachers  ;  the  former 
Signifying,  as  the  word  expreffes,  the  Superior,  and 
the  latter  (the  Saturday  Preacher)  confequently  the  in- 
ferior, as  thofe,  who,  on  account  of"  their  age  or  abili- 
ties, are  not  fit  to  be  produced  upon  great  and  very  pub- 
lic occafions,  but  may  ferve  for  a  Saturday,  cr  unim- 
portant day,  when  few  people  attend. 

As  the  Predicador  Moyoi  here  mentioned  is  a  diftiu- 
guifhed  perfonage,  and  has  a  confiderable  fhare  in  the 
remaining  part  of  this  hiftory,  his  refonant  Spanifh 
title,  the  accent  being  upon  the  laft  fyllable  of  each 
word,  (hall  he  preferved  to  him,  as  it  is  more  expref- 
five  of  the  gteatnefs  of  the  man  than  any  Eng'lifa  term 
which  could  with  propriety  be  applied. 

T  3  were 
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were  dying  for  their  Father  Predicador 
Mayor.  In  fhort,  he  was  a  moft  gallant 
fpark ;  and,  adding  to  all  this  a  clear  and 
fonorous  voice,  fomething  of  a  lifp,  a  par- 
ticular grace  in  telling  a  ftory,  a  known 
talent  at  mimickry,  eafy  and  free  action, 
a  particular  and  taking  manner,  a  roaring 
ftyle,  and  boldnefs  of  thought,  without 
ever  forgetting  to  well  fprinkle  his  fer- 
mons  with  tales,  jefts,  proverbs,  and  fire- 
fide  phrafes,  moft  gracefully  brought  in, 
he  not  only  drew  multitudes  after  him,  but 
bore  the  bell  in  all  converfations  of  the 
ladies. 

He  was  one  of  thofe  polite  preachers 
who  never  cite  the  holy  fathers,  nor  even 
the  facred  Evangelifts,  by  their  proper 
names,  thinking  that  this  is  vulgar.  St. 
Matthew  he  called  The  Hijiorian  Angel 7 ; 
St.  Mark,  The  Evangelic  Bull;  St.  Luke, 
The  moft  divine  Bnt/h  ,  St.  John,  The  Eagk 
of  Putmos  y  St.  Jerom  The  Purple  of  Belen  ; 
St.  Ambrofe  ;  The  Honey -comb  of  Doctors  ; 
and  St.  Gregory,  The  Allegorical  Tiara. 
It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  in  naming  a 
text  he  would  tell  you  fimply  and  natu- 
rally the  Gofpel  and  chapter  from  whence 
he  took  it  ;  no,  that  he  thought  was 
enough    to  brand    him    for    a    Sabatine 

preacher ; 
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.preacher  j  it  was  well  known  that  he  would 
always  fay,  Ex  Evangelic  a  leSiione  Matthai 
vel  Johannis  capite  quart  o-decimoy  and  fome- 
times,  for  a  more  fonorous  collocation  of 
.words,  quarto- decimo  ex  capite.  But,  to 
fail  putting  the  two  firft  fingers  of  his 
right-hand,  with  a  foppifli  air,  between 
his  neck  and  the  collar  of  his  habit,  as  if 
to  eafe  his  refpiration,  to  fail  making  a 
couple  of  afFe&ed  toffes  of  the  head,  whilft 
he  was  propofing  his  fubjecl:,  and  at  finifh- 
ing  the  proposing  it  to  give  two  or  three 
little  jumps  as  it  were,  or  ri lings  upon  his 
toes,  and  puffing  out  both  his  cheeks,  in 
confequence  of  a  deep-fetched  breath,  by 
way  of  clearing  the  paffage,  and  looking 
difdain  on  little  folks  below,  to  break 
forth  in  a  certain  guttural  noife  between  a 
fneeze  and  a  neigh  j  to  be  mofi  nicely 
trimmed  and  fpruced  up  whenever  he  had 
to  preach,  flattening  his  circle  of  hair  and 
railing  the  foretop,  and  diredtly  after  mak- 
ing, or  not  making,  his  private  fhort  eja- 
culation as  foon  as  he  entered  the  pulpit,  to 
draw  airily  out  of  his  left  fleeve  a  yard- wide 
51k  handkerchief  of  a  vivid  colour,  and 
fhake  it  at  full  length,  to  blow  loudly  the 
trumpet  of  his  nofe,  though  nothing  fhould 
come  from  it  but  wind,  and  return  the 
T  4  hand- 
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handkerchief  to  his  fleeve  with  regular 
harmonious  paufes,  to  caft  around  him  a 
haughty  glance,  heightened  with  a  little 
frown,  and  make  a  beginning  with  "  Be- 
fore all  things  blejed,  praifed,  glorified  be 
the  holy  facrament ,"  6cc.  and  conclude  with 
"  In  the  pri77i'u  ive  i njl  ant  arte  ous  being  of  his 
natural  animation'. — No  !  The  Reverend 
Father  Predicador  Mayor  would  not  have 
omitted  a  tittle  of  all  thefe  things,  though 
St.  Paul  himfelf  had  flrenuoufly  maintain- 
ed that  they  were  all,  to  fay  the  leaft  of 
them,  fo  many  evidences  of  his  not  hav- 
ing a  grain  of  gravity,  a  drop  of  devotion, 
a  crumb  of  confeience,  a  morfel  of  mar- 
row, or  a  pinch  of  penetration. Yes ; 

perfuade  him  to  it  if  you  could  !  When  he 
law  as  plain  as  the  nofe  in  your  face,  that 
with  this  preliminary  apparatus  alone  he 
drew  large  concourfes,  gained  loud  ap- 
plaufes,  won  hearts  for  himfelf,  and  that 
there  was  not  a  circle,  vifit,  or  party,  in 
which  the  laft  fermon  he  had  preached 
did  not  become  the  topic. 

It  was  well  known  to  be  a  favourite 
maxim  with  him  to  begin  his  fermon  al- 
ways with  fome  jeft,  or  fome  proverb,  or 
fome  wine-houfe  witticifm,  or  fome  em- 
phatic or  divided  claufe,    which    at  flrft 

fight 
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fight  mould  feem  blafphemy,  impiety,  or 
madnefs  ;  and  after  having  kept  the  audi- 
ence for  a  while  in  expectation,  he  would 
finifli  the  claufe,  or  come  out  with  an  ex- 
planation, which  terminated  in  a  mifer- 
able  infipidity.  Preaching  one  day  upon 
the  myfiery  of  the  Trinity,  he  began  with 
this  period,  "  /  deny  that  there  is  in  God 
unity  of  e fence  and  trinity  of  p  erf  on  s  j'*  and 
there  he  flopped.  The  hearers  began  to 
look  at  one  another  as  if  fcandalized,  or 
at  lead  fufpended,  waiting  for  the  ifTue  of 
that  blafphemous  herefy.  And  when  our 
preacher  thought  he  had  caught  them,  he 
proceeded  with  the  poornefs  of  adding, 
({  Thus  fays  the  Arian,  the  Manichean, 
the  Socinian  ;  but  I  fiall  prove  it  againjl 
them  byferipture,  by  councils,  by  fathers."" 

In  another  fermon  upon  the  Incarnation, 
he  began  in  this  manner,  "  Ti? your  healths , 
'  gentlemen  /"  And  as  all  the  audience  laugh- 
ed ready  to  fplit  their  fides  (for  he  faid  it 
as  a  merry  Andrew  would)  he  added, 
ff  There  is  nothing  to  laugh  at;  for,  to 
your  healths,  and  mine,  and  the  healths 
of  all,  did  Jefus  Chrifl  come  down  from 
Heaven,  and  was  incarnate  in  the  bowels 
of  the  Virgin  Mary.  It  is  an  article  of 
faith.  I  prove  it;  propter  nos  homines  £? 
6  propter 
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propter  nojlram  falutem  defcendit  de  ccelis  & 
incarnatus  eft."  At  hearing  this  they  were 
all  ftruck  with  pleafing  furprize,  and  fuch 
a  murmur  of  applaufe,  with  complacent 
noddings,  ran  round  the  church  as  wanted 
but  little  of  breaking  out  into  public  ac- 
clamation. 

There  was  in  the  place  a  fhoemaker, 
an  eternal  wit,  and  a  buffoon  by  profeffion, 
whom  the  people  called  "  The  Scourge 
of  Preacher?,"  becaufe  in  the  affair  of  fer- 
mons  his  voice  was  decifive.  If  he  faid  of 
a  preacher,  "  A  brave  Cock  !  A  famous 
Cock!  An  excellent  Croiver  !"  the  father 
might  talk  what  nonfenfe  he  would,  for 
he  was  fure  of  having  the  preaching  of  the 
principal  fermons  in  the  place  pre  fled  upon 
him,  including  that  of  the  Feail  of  Shep- 
herds, and  that  of  St.  Roque,  at  which 
there  were  fleers  to  be  tilted  at,  and  a  bull 
to   be   killed  *.     But    if    the    fhoemaker 

*  So  great  is  the  attachment  of  the  Spaniards  to  their 
favourite  fport  of  bull-fighting,  that  upon  occafions  of 
feftivity  in  places  where  they  cannot  get  bulls  to  be 
fought,  or  to  be  run,  as  their  phrafe  is,  (correr  tcros) 
they  are  content,  rather  than  not  have  fomething  that 
may  bear  a  refemblanee  to  a  bull -fight,  to  run  poor 
innocent  fleers.  Sometimes  too,  when  they  can  rife  to 
the  having  a  bull  to  run,  they  cannot  afford  to  facrifice 
the  bull  to  the  fport ;  they  entertain  themfelves,  there- 
fore, with  him  for  a  while  and  fpare  his  life,  that  he  • 

may 
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turned  up  his  nofe,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
fermon,  faid,  ,"  A  Chick  !  A  mere  JL?nbryo  I 
lie  may  do  in  time  ;"  though  the  preacher 
fhould  have  been  the  great  Vieyra  himfelf, 
in  his  very  identical  identity,  he  -was  not 
to  hope  to  preach  in  that  parifh  again, 
not  even  the  poor  fermon  of  St.  Sebafljan, 
which  was  worth  only  a  cake,  a  quart  of 
hypocras  *,  and  two  quarter-of-a-pound 
rolls  of  frnall  wax- candle.  This  formid- 
able Cenfor  of  fermons,  then,  was  fo 
pleafed  with  thofe  of  the  father  Friar  Bias, 
which  was  the  name  of  the  Predicador 
Mayor,  that  he  could  fcarcely  find  expref- 
iions  ftrong  enough  for  the  praife  he  me- 
rited j  he  called  him  "  The  Cock  of  Cocks, 
The  numb  plujh  fultry  of  Pulpits -,  and,  in 
tfhort,  The  Orator  by  Anthony  Mefia  /" 
[non  plus  ultra,  Antonomafa.]  And  as  this 
£hoemaker  had  much  deference  paid  to  his 
opinion  in  his  own  town,  and  even  all  the 
neighbourhood  around,  he  inconceivably 
credited  Friar  Bias   by  his  applaufe,  and 

may  be  run  another  time.  But  in  the  prcfent  cafe,  to 
{hew  the  magnificence  of  this  feftival  of  St.  Roque,  it 
is  faid  that  there  were  not  only  ffeers  to  be  run,  which 
would  diversify  and  prolong  the  entertainment,  but 
there  was  likewife  to  be  a  Toro  de  muerte,  a  bull  to  be 
run,  and  run  till  he  was  killed. 
*  Wine  with  fugar  and  fpices. 

was 
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was  a  grand  means  of  rendering  incurable 
his  folly,  vanity,  and  madnefs. 

A  grave,  religious,  learned,  and  judi- 
cious father,  who  had  been  Provincial  of 
the  order,  and  afterwards  retired  to  that 
convent,  pitying  equally  the  deplorable 
error  of  the  preacher,  and  the  prejudicial 
fimplicity  of  the  applauder,  charitably  un- 
dertook, if  he  could,  to  cure  them  both. 
And  as  the  day  after  the  famous  fermon  on 
the  Incarnation,  the  fhoemaker  (who 
worked  for  the  convent)  brought  him  home 
a  pair  of  fhoes,  and  as  he  was  fitting  them* 
on,  began,  with  his  ufual  impertinent  prat- 
tle, to  extol  the  yefterday's  fermon,  think- 
ing at  the  fame  time  to  flatter  his  Reve- 
rence by  praifing  a  Friar  of  his  order, 
the  good  father  Ex-provincial  laid  hold  of 
the  opportunity,  and  taking  out  his  fnuff- 
box,  and  giving  Martin  (as  the  fhoemaker 
was  called)  a  pinch,  bad  him  fit  down  by 
him,  and  looking  him  in  the  face,  faid, 
with  the  greateff.  goodnefs  in  the  world, 
"  Come,  come,  Martin,  what  do'ff.  thou 
underftand  of  fermons  ?  Why  do'fl  thou 
fpeak  of  that  thou  do'fr.  not  underftand, 
nor  art  capable  of  understanding  ?  If  thou 
knowefl  not  how  to  write  or  read,  or 
fcarcely  to  fpell,  how  fhould'fl:  thou  know 

who 
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who  preaches  well  or  ill  ?  Tell  me,  if  I 
were  to  fay  to  thee  that  thou  didft  not 
know  how  to  cut  or  to  few  a  (hoe,  and  that 
any  one  of  thy  trade  would  do  it  better, 
would'ft  thou  not  reply  with  reafon,  "  Fa- 
ther, let  this  alone,  for  you  do  not  under- 
ftand  it ,-  mind  your  books  and  leave  us 
with  our  awls  and  our  ends  ?  Now,  whe- 
ther a  fhoe  be  ill  or  well  cut  or  fewed,  any 
one  may  know  who  is  not  blind.  If  then 
a  fcholar  and  preacher  would  do  ill  in  cen- 
furing,  and  much  worfe  in  giving  rules  for, 
the  performance  of  a  fhoemaker,  is  it  fuf- 
ferable  that  a  fhoemaker  mould  take  upon 
him  to  cenfure,  and  give  rules  for  the  per- 
formance of  a  preacher  ?  Look  ye,  Martin, 
the  utmofl;  that  thou  can'ft  know  and 
judge  of  is,  whether  the  preacher  be  tall 
or  fhort,  {trait  or  crooked,  a  regular  or 
fecular,  fat  or  lean,  fearful  or  bold,  of 
much  or  little  action,  or  a  loud  or  a  low 
voice,  for  in  order  to  this  there  is  need 
only  of  eyes  and  ears ;  but  in  going  farther 
thou  not  only  expofefl:  thyfelf  to  fay  a 
thoufand  abfurdities,  but  alio  to  praife  as 
many  herefies." 

"  Bravo !  bravo !  Mod  Reverend  Fa- 
ther; (cried  the  fhoemaking  buffoon)  and 
why   does   not   your  Reverence  add  your 

«  Grace 
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i{  Grace  and  Glory,"  your  Doxy  Rolagy^ 
that  your  fermon  may  have  its  due  and 
legitimate  ending  ?  According  to  this  your 
Reverence  mud  account  that  gallant  en- 
trance which  the  Father  Predicador  Mayor 
gave  to  his  fermon  on  the  Moft  Holy  Tri- 
nity, "  I  deny  that  there  is  in  God  Unity 
of  &  (fence  and  Trinity  of  Perfons,  an  He- 
refy."  "  And  one  of  the  moft  fcandalous 
herefics  that  could  be  heard  in  a  Catholic 
pulpit,"  anfwered  the  grave  and  learned 
Religious.  "  But  if  the  Father  Friar  Bias 
prefently  added  (replied  Martin)  that  it 
was  not  he  who  denied  it,  but  the  Harry- 
Ann,  the  Macchabean,  and  the  Sus-Onion, 
or  fome  fuch  thing,  who  we  know  were 
all  a  pack  of  heretic  dogs,  what  Herefy 
o'^  my  fins  did  the  good  Father  Predicador 
fr.y,  but  merely  relate  that  faid  by  thefe 
Jews,  Turks,  and  Infidels  r"  The  Reve- 
rend Ex-provincial  fmiled,  and,  without 
changing  his  tone,  replied  mildly,  "  Tell 
me,  Martin,  if  any  one  mould  roundly 
come  out  with  a  Voto-a-Chrijh  *,  and 
after  a   paufe  mould  add  Falillo,  will  he 

*  /  vstu  to  Chrl/ii  one  of  the  mod  common  oaths 
amongft  the  Spaniards,  to  which  Falillo  ferves  as  a  fort 
of  faho,  like  **  I  was  going  to  fay,"  "  I  had  like  to 
have  faid,"  "  God  forgive  me,"  &c. 

not 
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» 
not  neverthelefs  dill  have  fworn  an  oath?' 

if  Certainly,  (anfwered  the  fhoemaker)  for 
fo  I  have  heard  the  Theatines  fay  an  hun- 
dred times  when  they  come  to  million  * 
our  fouls  for  us.  And  'ifaith  they  are  in 
the  right  of  it ;  for  the  Valillo  which  foU 
lows  comes  too  late;  'tis,  as  the  proverb 
fays,  like  breaking  a  man's  head  and  giving 
him  a  plaffcer."  "  This  then  is  literally 
the  cafe  (proceeded  the  good  Father)  with 
regard  to  this  fcandalous  proportion  and 
others  like  it,  blurted  out  by  many  addle- 
pated  preachers  :  flap  comes  the  herefy  or 
abfurdity  and  breaks  the  heads  of  their 
poor  hearers,  which  is  what  they  aim  at, 
thinking  it  wit>  and  afterwards  come  the 
lint,  plafter,  and  bandages  to  bind  them 
up.  So  that  the  whole  jut  of  the  bufinefs 
confifts  in  advancing  boldly  a  proportion 
that  may  alarm  and  offend  (and  the  more 
Shocking  it  is  {o  much  the  better)  and 
then  giving  an  explanation  which  makes 
it  turn  out  a  moft  wretched  futility.     Dofl 

*  In  the  time  of  Lent  many  preachers  go  about  from 
town  to  town,  inveighing  vehemently  againft  fin,  and 
ftrenuoufly  exhortu  ^  to  repentance,  which  is  called 
going  upon  a  Miffion  :  i.mce  any  fermon  of  more  than 
ordinary  Zeal  and  Fervour  is  commonly  termed  a  Mif- 
fion ;  and  the  fhoemaker  here  ludicroufly  makes  ?.  verb 
of  it. 

thou 
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thou  not  think,  Martin, — even  fuppofing 
that  the  herefy  may  be  thus  exeufed — that 
at  leaft  there  can  be  no  excufe  for  the  folly 
and  the  madnefs  ?" 

M  I  don't  understand  Tology,"  anfwered 
the  flioemaker ;  "  what  I  know,  is,  that  as 
to  the  beautiful  entrance  of  the  fermon  of 
yefterday,  •'  To  your  healths.  Gentlemen,1' 
neither  your  Reverence  nor  all  the  whole 
Turpentine  or  Tridentine  Council  (hall 
ever  make  me  believe  that  there  was  any 
lierefy  in  that,  for  he  proved  it  clearly  by 
the  Creed,  propt-her  no-Jiraw  falute-hlm 
as-fent-it  d'ye  feal-us,  which  put  us  all  in 
amazement."  "  In  this  (replied  his  Re- 
verence) there  was  certainly  no  herefy  : 
but  pray  tell  me,  Martin,  in  what  confin- 
ed the  point  or  the  acutenefs  which  fo 
much  amazed  you  ?  "  In  what  !  (faid 
Martin)  why  can  there  be  greater  acute- 
nefs in  the  world  than  to  begin  a  fermon 
as  if  one  was  going  to  drink  an  health  ; 
and  when  all  the  audience  were  laughing, 
thinking  he  was  going  to  lug  out  a  flagon 
of  wine  for  us  to  pledge  him,  to  throw 
a  pail  of  cold  water  on  us  all  with  a  text 
that  fitted  fo  finely  that  it  could  not  be 
more  pat,  an  'twere  painted  for  the  pur- 
pofe."     «'  Hearkee,  Martin,  (faid  the  good 

Father 
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Father  calmly)  when  a  fot  begins  preach- 
ing at  the  tavern  what  is  it  ufual  to  fay 
of  him  ?"  "  Why,  fuch  an  one  (replied 
Martin)  we  brothers  of  the  bottle  call  an 
Accomplished  Sot,  one  pad  all  hopes  of 
recovery  -,  for  it  is  well  known  that  your 
drunkennefs  which  comes  in  the  myftical 
or  apoftolical  way,  your  religious  drun- 
kennefs,  is  incurable."  "  Well  now, 
look'ye,  my  good  man  $  if  the  ftrongeft 
mark  of  the  inveterate  folly  and  drunken- 
nefs  of  a  fot  is  to  talk  at  the  tavern  as 
preachers  talk  in  the  pulpit,  what  wit> 
grace,  pleafantry,  or  acutenefs  can  it  be 
for  a  preacher  to  ufe  in  the  pulpit  fuch 
phrafes  as  fots  ufe  at  the  tavern  ?  And 
thefe  preachers  does  Martin  praife  !  Thefe 
does  he  applaud  !  Go  to,  thou  filly  man, 
where  is  thy  reafon  ?  "  Father  Mafter 
(anfwered  the  convinced  and  angry  fhoe- 
maker)  I  have  not  ftudied  Logics  nor  Flou- 
rishes -,  but  (till  I  fay,  What  founds  to  me, 
founds  to  ?ne,  and  by  that  I'll  abide.  Your 
Paternity  is  of  this  opinion  and  others  are  of 
the  contrary,  and  yet  they  are  of  the  fame 
fluff,  and,  in  truth,  no  little  folks  nei- 
ther. The  world  is  full  of  Envy,  and 
even  the  Cloifters  are  not  very  empty  of 
it.  Long  live  my  Father  Friar  Bias,  and 
Vol.  I.  U  good 
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good  morrow  to  your  Reverence,  for  I 
am  going  to  carry  a  pair  of  (hoes  to  the 
butler." 

Scarce  was  Martin  departed  from  the 
cell  of  the  Father  Ex-provincial  when 
Friar  Bias  prefented  himfelf  in  it,  to  take 
leave  of  his  Reverence,  as  he  was  going 
the  next  morning  to  a  town  four  leagues 
off  to  preach  on  occaiion  of  the  colloca- 
tion of  a  Retabh,  or  ornament  for  the 
altar.  As  the  fubject  upon  which  he  had 
been  talking  with  the  fhoemaker  was  frefli 
and  full  in  the  mind  of  the  Ex-provincial, 
and  as  the  good  man,  as  well  for  the 
honour  of  religion  as  for  the  fake  of  the 
Father  Predicador  himfelf,  (whom  he  real- 
ly loved,  but  grieved  over  him  to  fee  him 
fo  mifapply  talents,  which,  managed  with 
judgment,  might  be  very  valuable)  was 
very  defirous  of  having  an  opportunity  of 
making  him  fenlible  of  his  error,  and 
thinking  the  prefent  a  very  fit  one,  he  faid 
to  him  directly  as  he  faw  him,  "  I  am 
forry,  Father  Predicador,  that  you  did  not 
come  a  little  fooner,  that  you  might  have 
heard  a  converfation  I  was  holding  with 
Martin  the  (hoemaker,  and  who  cut  it  off 
by  taking  himfelf  away  when  I  was  wish- 
ing to    profecute  it."       V  I  would    lay  a 

wager 
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wager  (anfwered  Friar  Bias)  that  it  was 
about  preaching,  for  he  talks  of  nothing 
elfe,  and  in  truth  he  is  a  good  judge. 
"  Of  a  moe  he  may  (replied  the  Ex-pro- 
vincial) but  of  a  fermon  I  know  not  how 
he  mould."  ¥  Why  (faid  Friar  Bias)  to 
know  who  preaches  well  or  ill  there  is 
need  only  of  having  eyes  and  ears.'* 
*'  Then  thus  all  who  are  not  blind  or 
deaf  may  be  as  good  judges  as  the  fhoe- 
maker  n  M  But  there  are  fome,  (Friar 
Bias  obferved)  who  have  not  fo  good  eyes 
or  fo  good  ears  as  others."  m  That  is  to 
fay,  that  in  order  to  judge  of  a  fermon 
there  is  need  of  no  more  than  to  fee  how 
the  preacher  acts,  and  hear  how  he  feels 
it?"  <s  No,  our  Father,  there  is  need  of 
no  more."  "  So  then  according  to  this, 
in  order  to  be  a  good  preacher  there  is 
need  of  no  more  than  to  be  a  good 
player  ?"  "  Concedo  confequentiamj'  faid 
the  very  fetisfied  Friar  Bias. 

m  And  is  it  pofiible  that  a  chriftiart 
orator  and  fon  of  my  Father  St.  N.  wear- 
ing his  holy  habit,  can  have  the  confidence 
to  advance  a  proportion  like  this!  Pray 
now,  Father  Predicador  Mayor,  what  is 
the  end  which  a  chriftian  orator  mould 
propofe  in  all  his  fermons  Vy  w  The  end, 
U  2  our 
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our  Father,  (faid    Friar  Bias  with   a  pert 
readinefs)  which  every  orator,  chriflian  and 
not  chriftian,  mould  propofe,   is  to  gratify 
his  audience,  to  give  pleafure  to  all,  and 
to  conciliate  their    favour ;    that   of    the 
learned,  by  the  abundance   of  doctine,  by 
the  multitude  of   citations,  by  the  variety 
and   the  choice  of  the  erudition  ;  of  the 
decreet,  by  wit,  acutenefs,  and  equivoque; 
of  the  polite,  by  a  ftyle   pompous,  elevat- 
ed, altifonant,  and  of  the  rhumb  ;  of   the 
vulgar,  by  things  fuited   to  their  concep- 
tion, by  proverbs,  coarfe  jefls,  and  fmart 
little   tales,  brought    in   with  opportunity 
and  told  with  grace;  and,  in  fhort,  of  all, 
by  freedom  and  eafe  of  manner,  by  gefture, 
voice,  and  action.     I,  at  leaft,  in  my  fer- 
mons  propofe  no  other  end,  nor  to  attain 
it  do  I  avail  myfelf  of  other  means;  and 
truly  it   does  not  fucceed  ill   with  me,  for 
there  is  never  wanting  in  my  cell  a  pinch 
of  good  fnurT,  or  a  cup  of  rich  chocolate, 
there  are  two  changes  of  white  linen,  it  is 
well  provided  with   flafks,  and  finally  my 
little  drawer  is  never   without  a  few  dou- 
blons  for  a   cafe  of  neceffity.     I  never  go 
out  to  preach   but  I  bring  home   an  hun- 
dred malfes  for  the  convent   and  as  many 
more    to     divide    amongfl   half    a   dozen 

friends.. 
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friends.  There  is  no  fcrmon  of  confe- 
quence  in  all  the  country  for  which  I  am 
not  applied  to,  and  to-morrow  morning  I 
go  to  preach   at   the    Collocation   of  the 

Retablo   at ,    the  Majordomo    of 

which  told  me  that  the  allowance  for  the 
fermon  was  a  doublon  of  eight  crowns  *." 

Scarcely  could  the  religious  and  learned 
Ex>provincial  refrain  from  tears  when  he 
heard  a  difcourfe  fo  foolifb,  fo  frantic,  and 
fo  impious  from  the  mouth  of  that  poor 
Friar,  rilled  rather  with  prefumption  and 
ignorance  than  true  wifdom ;  and,  com- 
paflionating  his  error,  and  inflamed  with 
an  holy  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  the 
honour  of  the  order,  and  the  good  of  fouls, 
in  all  which  that  miftaken  Religious  might 
be  very  ferviceable  if  he  mould  employ  his 
natural  talents  better,  he  was  anxious  to 
try  if  he  could  convince  and  undeceive 
him.  He  rofe  from  his  feat,  locked  his 
cell  on  the  infide  that  no  one  might  inter- 
rupt them,  took  the  Predicador  Mayor  by 
-  the  hand,  led  him  into  his  ftudy,  fet  him 
down  in  a  chair,  featinp  himfelf  in  another 
jufr.  by  him,  and,  with  that  authority  to 
which  he  was  intitled   by  his  hoary  lucks, 

*  Sis  and  thirty  Jfeiifirigs  fterling. 

U  3  his 
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b'&  venerable  age,  his  learning,  his  vir- 
tue, his  employments,  his  credit  and  his 
eftimaticn  in  the  order,  fpoke  to  him  in 
the  lollowing  manner. 


CHAP.    III. 

'The  grave  and    learned    difconrfe    of    the 
Father  Ex-provincial, 


<{  "  '  AM  aftonimed,  Father  Friar  Bias, 
"  JL  at  what  I  have  juft  heard  you  fay, 
<£  to  that  degree  that  I  am  even  now 
<f  doubting  whether  my  ears  deceive  me 
"  or  whether  I  dream  what  I  hear.  Much 
"  indeed  did  I  fear  on  hearing  you  preach 
"  lately,  and  carefully  watching  all  your 
"  motions,  before  you  mounted  the  pul- 
"  pit,  whilft  you  were  in  the  pulpit,  and 
"  after  you  had  defcended  from  the  pul- 
u  pit,  that  in  your  fermons  you  propofed 
"  no  other  end  than  that  of  vanity,  ap- 
"  plaufe,  and  intereft  ;  but  this  fear  was 
"  no  more  than  a  fudden  thought,  which  I 
"  would  not  fuffer  to  amount  to  a  fufpicion 
"  left  it  might  border  upon  ram  judgment. 
ct  But,  alas !    I  now  fee  from   what  you 

"  have 
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"  have  juft  faid  that  I  exceeded  in  charity 
"  and  candour. 

t(  So  then  the  end  that  (hould  be  pro- 
"  pofed  by  an  orator,  christian  or  not 
"  chri/lian,  is  to  gratify  his  audience,  to 
'f  catch  at  applaufe,  gain  credit,  and  make 
"  a  purfe,  folicitoully  endeavouring  after 
<(  little  pitiful  accomm6dations !  When  I 
*f  hear  this,  I  no  longer  wonder  that  the 
"  Father  Predicador  mould  difpofe  him- 
st  felf  to  afcend  the  pulpit  as  a  player  dif- 
u  pofes  himfelf  to  make  his  appearance 
"  upon  the  ltage,  much  fhaved,  much 
?1  fpruced,  much  toupeed  ;  with  a  gloffy 
"  cloak,  his  beft  habit,  plaited  fkirts  j 
M  new,  nice,  curious  (hoes;  one  handker- 
&  chief  of  a  finking  colour,  another  white, 
"  long,  fine,  lefs  for  wiping  off  the  fweat 
"  than  for  making  an  oflentation  of  what 
"  a  Religious,  who  formally  and  folemnly 
"  profefles  humility,  poverty,  and  modefty, 
"  mould  be  amamed.  A  truly  apoftolic 
"  preacher,  who  would  afcend  the  chair 
"  of  the  holy  fpirit  with  no  other  view 
"  than  to  enamour  his  hearers  with  the 
*'  beauties  of  piety  and  virtue,'  and  efficaci- 
M  oufly  excite  them  to  an  abhorrence  of 
"  fin,  would  blulh  at  the  thought  of  thefe 
W  affected  ornaments,  as  abfurdly  incon- 
U  4  "  fiftent 
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'  fiftent  with  his  miniftry  as  his  ftate  :  but 

*  he  who  aicends  it  in  order  to   profane  it 

*  by  fuch  indecent,  and  I   mud  add  fuch 

*  facriligious  ends,  neither  can  nor  ought 
1  to   avail    himfelf  of    ether   means.      I 

*  would  not  be  underftood  to  fay  that  a 
(  ftudied  flovenlinefs  is  laudable  in  a 
'  preacher;  I  only  maintain  that  an  affected 
'  curloufnefs  in  drefs  is  moll  ridiculous  j 
'  and  there  is  no  man  of  judgment  who 
'  would  not  look  upon  that  Religious  as  a 
'  madman,  who  is  lefs  careful  in  compofing 
'  his  fermon  than  in  compofing  his  habit 
1  and  his  hair,  as  if  he  thought  that  the 
1  delicate  fprucenefs  of  his  perfon  could 
c  atone  for  the  filthy  groffnefs  of  his  per- 
'  formance.  In  a  word,  my  good  father, 
'  he   who  thus  adorns  himfelf  to  preach 

*  gives  it  fufficiently  to  be  underftood  that 
'  he  endeavours  not  to  gain  fouls  to  God, 
'  but  to  conquer  hearts  to  himfelf.  He 
'  does   not  go  up  fo  much  to   preach   as 

*  to  gallant  it,  and   plays  the  part    of  a 

*  poor  crazy  wretch  rather  than  a  real 
'  orator. 

"  The  end  of  a  real  orator,  facred  or 
'  proiaiie,  mould  be  always  to  convince 
'  the   underftanding    and     to     move   the 

*  will,    whether   it    be  to  embrace  feme 

"  truth 
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"  truth  of  religion,  if  the  orator  be  a  fa- 
ft  cred  one  ;  or  to  take  fome  jufl  and  ho- 
"  nourable  determination,  if  he  be  a  pro- 
"  fane  one.  The  Father  Predicador  never 
"  can  have  found,  nor  will  he  ever  find, 
*'  that  a  profane  orator,  be  he  as  profane 
"  as  he  will,  ever  propofed  to  himfelf  any 
<(  other  end.  This  alone  is  whatDemoft- 
"  henes,  Cicero,  and  Quintilian  propofed 
"  to  themfelves  in  their  orations,  directed 
0  all  to  fome  laudable  and  honeft  end, 
"  fome  to  preferve  the  Republic,  others  to 
"  inflame  the  mind  againft  tyranny,  thefe 
"  to  defend  innocence,  thofe  to  reprefs 
"  injuflice,  many  to  implore  mercy,  and 
**  not  a  few  to  excite  all  the  feverit)' 
*'  of  the  laws  againfl  the  daringnefs  of 
"  infolence.  Had  it  been  difcovered,  or 
"  but  furmifed,  that  any  one  of  thefe 
"  famous  orators  had  no  other  end  in  his 
<c  declamations,  than  to  make  himfelf 
*'  heard  with  pleafure,  to  allure  the  favour 
"  of  the  people,  to  difplay  the  trimnefs  or 
"  the  majefty  of  his  garb,  his  graceful 
■'  manner,  his  elegant  action,  his  fonorous 
<f  voice,  his  feeling  of  the  affections,  the 
"  pompous  redundance  of  his  words,  and 
f  the  acutenefs  or  falfe  brilliancy  of  his 
it  thoughts  r— Had  it  been  underftood  that 

"  their 
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"  their  harangues  were  directed  to  no  other 

"  end  than  to  folicit  applaufes,  to  conquer 

"  hearts,  and  to  make  money,  they  would 

"  have  become  the  objects  of  the  laughter, 

*'  of  tue  contempt,  and  even  of  thejndig- 

"  nation   of  all  the  people.     And  if  any 

"  had  gone  to  hear  them,  it  would  certain- 

"  ly  not  have  been  in  order  to  be  perfuad- 

ff  ed  by  them  as  by  orators,  but  to  be  di- 

"  verted  by  them  as  by  mountebanks  and 

"  pantomimes,  by  puppets  and  by  players. 

"  For,  in  fliort,  my  Father  Predicador,  the 

"  orator  is  no  other  than  the  man  dedicat- 

**  ed  by  his  profeflion  to  inftruct  other  men, 

"  and   make  them  better   than   they  are. 

ft  And,  let  me  afk  you,  will  they  be  made 

"  better  by  hi?n,  who  as  foon  as  he  mews 

"  himfelf  in  the  pulpit,  (hews  too  that  he 

"  is  as  much  fubjected  as  the  vileft  of  his 

"  hearers,    to    the    loweft  of    the  human 

*f  paffions  ?    Will   be  make  the   vain   and 

ft  proud  man  humble,  who  in  all  his  words 

€f  and  actions  breathes   nothing  but  vanity 

"  and  preemption  I    Will  be  correct  the 

"  diforder  of  profane  ornaments  and  cof- 

"  metics,  who  prefents  himfelf  in  the  pul- 

"  pit  (to   the  very  utmoft  limits  of  what 

"  his  profeflion  will  admit)  a  beau  ?    Will 

u  be  extirpate  the  paffion  of  avarice  from 

"  the 


FRIAR     GERUN  D.     299 

«c  the  breads  of  others,  who  is  known  to 
"  make  a  traffic  of  his  mini  (try,  who 
<e  preaches  for  intereft,  and  canvafTes  and 
"  buftles  for  functions  of  the  greateft  pay  ? 
"  Finally,  whom  will  he  perfuade,  that 
"  we  ought  to  pleafe  God  alone,  who  con- 
"  fefles  that  even  in  his  fermons  he  has 
"  no  other  end  than  to  pleafe  men  ? 

"  I  beg  the  Father  Predicator  would 
"  tell  me,  if  the  apoftles  had  propofed  this 
**  adulterate  end  in  their  difcourfes,  by 
u  what  means  would  twelve  ruftic  and 
*e  grofs  men  have  converted  the  whole 
"  world  ?  He  will  fay,  perhaps,  that  God 
"  fupplied  the  means.  And  who  has  told 
"  him  that  God  would  not  fupply  them 
u  now  likewife,  were  we  to  preach  with 
■w  the  fpirit  with  which  the  Apoflles 
"  preached  ?  He  may  reply,  that  thofe 
"  were  other  times,  and  very  different 
"  from  our  own.  But  what  would  my 
"  Father  mean  by  this  ?  If  he  means  that 
**  the  Apoftles  preached  to  barbarous,  un- 
u  cultivated,  ignorant  idiots,  who  were  to 
"  be  convinced  by  any  thing  and  in  any 
"  manner,  he  will  mew  that  he  is  more 
"  verfed  in  books  of  wretched  conceits, 
"  which  fome  call  preachable,  and  I  call 
«f  intolerable    and  contemptible,    than   m 

"  hiftory 
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"  hiftory  facrcd  and  profane.  Does  he 
f'  know  that  the  world  was  never  more 
"  cultivated,  than  when  God  fent  his 
"  Apoftles  to  it  ?  Is  he  ignorant  that  there 
**  were  then  remaining,  and  continued  for 
"  fome  time,  the  precious  reliqucs  of  the 
"  golden  age  of  Auguftus,  in  which  Chrift 
*•  was  born,  and  in  which  all  the  arts  and 
"  fciences,  efpecially  oratory,  poetry,  phi- 
"  lofophy,  and  hiftory,  flourifhed  more 
"  than  in  any  other  ?  Our  age  indeed  pre- 
"  fumes,  whether  with  or  without  reafon, 
"  to  be  more  enlightened  than  any  other; 
"  and  it  cannot  be  denied,  but  that  in 
"  fome  particular  faculties  and  arts,  difco- 
"  veries  have  been  made  that  were  un- 
"  known  to  the  preceding  ones.  Never- 
"  thelefs,  in  thofe  which  the  ancients  cul- 
"  tivated,  the  famous  queftion  upon  their 
<f  fuperiority  to  the  moderns,  has  not  yet 
v  been  decided  by  the  critics  -,  and  let  the 
*'  Father  Predicador  know,  that  though 
"  the  arguments  urged  on  each  ilde  are 
"  very  weighty,  yet  the  number  of  votes 
"  for  the  former,  exceeds  beyond  compa- 
V  rifon  all  thofe  that  can  be  counted  for 
"  the  latter.  Let  him  now  fee  if  the  peo- 
*•  pie  the  Apoftles  preached  to  and  con- 
ff  verted  v/ere  uncultivated,  ignorant,  and 

"  bar- 
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"  barbarous,  when  there  is  fo  much  room 
"  for  difputing  if  they  did  not  excel  us 
"  in  comprehenfion,  in  genius,  in  good 
"  tafle,  and  politenefs. 

«'  He  may  anfwer,  that  upon  this  very 
"  account  the  Apoftles  converted  only  the 
w  loweft  poople,  the  mere  vulgar  and  idiots. 
"  Another  miftake  which  fprings  from  the 
<f  fame    principle.      I    defire    the   Father 
"  Predicador    would   do  me  the  favour  to 
"  tell  me,  if  Cornelius  the  Centurion  was 
"  of  the   vulgar  ?    If  the  eunuch  of  the 
"  queen    Candace  was  of  the  vulgar  ?  If 
"  Saint   Dionyfius  the  Areopagite   was  an 
"  idiot  ?  If  Saint  Juftin  the  Martyr  was  a 
"  poor  ignorant?  If  Saint  Clement  Alex- 
"  andrinus  was  of  the  loweft  people,  and 
'f  Saint  Linus  and   his  parents  Herculanus 
"  and  Claudia,  both  of  the  moft  illuflrious 
"  families  of  Tofcany  ?  If  fo   many  Ma- 
"  giftrates,    fo    many    Princes,    fo    many 
"  Kings  as  the  Apoftles  converted  in  their 
"  refpeclive  provinces,  were  of  the  lowefc 
**  people  and  the  mere  vulgar  ?  A  preacher, 
"  who  mould  but  take  the  mort  and  ne- 
**  cerTary  trouble   of  reading   the  lives  of 
•*  the  Saints  on  whom  he  preaches,  could 
"  never  fall  into  fuch  an  error  }  but  how 
<s  mould  he  not  fall  into  this  and  others  of 
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t(  dill  grofler  ignorance,  when  it  often 
t(  happens  that  he  who  has  the  leaft  know- 
"  ledge  of  the  Saint  that  is  preached  upon 
"  is  the  very  preacher  himfelf,  making  it 
<c  his  piide  to  take  fuch  abstracted  fubjects, 
U  that  one  and  the  fame  fermon  may  ferve 
"  for  St.  Liborius,  for  St,  Roque,  for  St* 
"  Cofme,  for  St.  Damian,  for  the  Virgin 
"  of  Sorrows,  and,  upon  a  pinch,  for  the 
*'  I-jleiTed  Souls  in  Purgatory  ? 

"But   if  the  Father   Predicador  fhould 
*f  chance  to  mean  that  thofe  firft  ages  of 
M  the  church*  though  they  were  not  lefs 
If  informed,     yet     were     lefs     corrupted 
*'  than  our  own,  and  confequently  that  it 
"  was  not  fo  difficult  to  reduce  them  to  the 
Cf  truth   of  the  Gofpel   by  clear,  natural, 
f<  naked,    and   fimple  arguments,  he  will 
*c  be  guilty  of  another  piece  of  ignorance 
se  that   cannot  in   conference   be    forgiven 
"  him.     What,  were  thofe  times  lefs  cor- 
"  rupted  than  ours,  in  which   vices  were 
"  adored   as   virtues,  and   virtues  abhored 
"  as  vices !  Times  in  which  impurity  re- 
"  ceived  incenfe  in  Cytherea,  ebriety  ado- 
"  rations  in  Bacchus,  and  robbery  facrifices 
"  in  Mercury  !  Times,  in  which  an  adul- 
"  terous  Jupiter,  an  inceftaous  Venus,  an 
"  ufurping  Hercules,  and  a  thieving  Cacus 
6  "  were 
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"  were  formal  objects  of  devotion  !  Times, 
W  in  which  Vanity  was  called  Greatnefs  of 
«i  Heart  ;  Pride,  Elevation  of  Spirit; 
"  Haughtinefs,  Magnanimity  5  Ufurpation, 
"  Heroifm  ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  Mo- 
tf  defty,  Referve,  Moderation,  and  Retire - 
"  ment,  were  treated  as  a  lownefs  of  mind, 
"  and  a  littlenefs,  not  only  ufelefs  but 
"  pernicious  to  fociety  ! 

"  But  I  will  not  ftraiten  him  fo  much  ; 
ff  I  will  not  make  a  comparifon  between 
M  our  age  and  the  firft  age  of  the  church, 
*'  but  content  myfelf  with  comparing  our 
41  times  with  thofe  in  which  the  Paduas, 
"  the  Ferreres,  and  the  Villanuevas  flou- 
u  rifhed.  Let  him  tell  me  if  there  is 
f*  much  difference  between  our  manners? 
•'  and  thofe  of  the  times  I  fpeak  of?  If  he 
"  knows  any  thing  of  hiftory,  he  muft  ne- 
M  ceffarily  anfwer,  that  if  there  is  any  dif- 
M  ference  it  is  in  drefs,  in  famions,  id  the 
"  greater  perfection  of  languages,  and  in 
"  fome  cuftoms  purely  accidental  and  exte- 
"  rior  j  for  as  to  the  reft,  there  then  reign- 
<c  ed,  as  there  now  reign,  the  fame  man- 
iC  ners,  the  fame  paffions,  the  fame  incli- 
fi  nations,  the  fame  vices,  the  fame  difor- 
<(  ders,  only  that  indeed  they  were  more 
*«  fcandalous  in  thofe  times  than  in  thefe. 

"  Not- 
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"  Notwithstanding,  what  portentous,  wlia* 
"  innumerable  converfions  were  made  in 
"  them  by  thefe  faints  !  What  a  train  did 
"  they  draw  after  them  whenever  they 
u  went  out  to  preach,  whole  cities  and 
"  entire  provinces  being  depopulated  ta 
"  hear  them.  And  did  they  preach  them" 
"Je/ves  f  Did  they  in  their  fermons  pro- 
"  pofe  no  other  end  than  to  gain  applaufe 
"  and  admiration,  to  fill  their  pockets,  and 
"  make  a  noife  in  the  world  ?  They  did 
"  indeed  make  a  great  one,  but  was  this 
!'  what  they  aimed  at  ?  And  did  they  at- 
"  tain  it  by  means  fo  improper,  fo  inde- 
".  cent,  fo  unworthy,  and  I  muft  again 
"  add  fo    facrilegious  ? 

"  Methinks  I  can  hear  the .  Father 
**  Predicador  fay  inwardly,  This  may 
*•  be  fo ;  but  I  fee  that  I  attain  it  by  the 
"  means  I  ufe,  for  I  likewife  make  a  noife 
"  in  the  world,  I  am  followed,  I  am  ap- 
"  plauded,  I  am  admired.  Very  good. 
"  And  what  does  he  infer  from  this  ?  That 
"  he  preaches  well  ?  That  he  knows  even 
"  what  he  preaches  ?  O  how  bad  a 
"  confequence  !  He  makes  a  noife  j  fo 
"  likewife  do  a  company  of  ftrollers 
"  when  they  come  into  a  town.  He 
«  is   followed ;  fo  likewife  is   a  mounte- 

"  bank, 
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"  bank,  a  buffoon,  a  puppet-mew-man, 
H  and  an  Harlequin,  when  they  fhew  their 
"  dexterities  to  the  people.  He  is  ap- 
"  plauded j  but  by  whom  ?  By  thofe  who 
"  liflen  to  a  wretched  djoemaker  as  to  an 
"  oracle,  and  thofe  who  celebrate  a 
"  preacher  as  they  would  a  player.  The 
"  people  are  all  admiration  when  they  hear 
"him;  but  at  what?  The  filly,  at  his 
"  hardinefs  and  gefticulation ;  the  wife,  at 
"  his  felf-fatisfaclion  and  his  folly. 

"  Good  now,  Father  Predicador,  who 
"•has  told  you  that  the  admiration  of  the 
"  multitude  is  the  daughter  of  defert  ? 
"  Very  frequently,  not  to  fay  mod  times, 
"  it  is  the  daughter  of  ignorance  in  the 
"  admirers.  The  vulgar  generally  admire 
"  what  they  do  not  underfland  ;  and 
"  know,  Father,  that  in  all  claffes  of  men 
"  there  is  much  vulgar.  You  may  have 
"  read  or  heard  of  that  famous  orator, 
"  who,  haranguing  before  all  the  people 
"  and  hearing  amongfl:  them,  in  the  mid- 
"  die  of  his  oration,  a  kind  of  joyful  mur- 
"  mur  which  bordered  upon  acclamation, 
*■*:  turned  to  a  friend  who  flood  near  him, 
."  and  afked  him  with  furprife,  "  Have  I 
"  faidany  thing  abfurd,  for  this  popular  ap- 
"  plaufe  can  proceed  from  no  other  fource?" 

Vol,  L  X  "Even 
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"  Even  Cicero  himfelf,  who  by  no  means 
"  defpifed  applauie,  diftrufted  it  if  it  was 
"  too  frequent,  thinking  that,  as  it  was 
**  not  poffible  always  to  deferve  it,  adula- 
u  tion  or  ignorance  mull  necefTarily  have 
"  part  in  it. — "  I  like  not  in  my  orations  to 
'  *  bear,  Excellent  !  Admirable  !  too  often — 
"  Belle  et  Free  dare  nimium  fcepe  nolo." 

(l  Admiration  is  even  more  equivocal 
"  than  praife;  this  mull:  always  be  directed 
"  to  the  good  and  folid  ;  that  may,  keep- 
"  ing  within  its  fphere,  be  limited  pre- 
"  cifely  to  the  lingular  and  new;  for  the 
"'object  of  admiration  is  not  the  good, 
"  but  the  rare.  And  therefore  a  French 
**  Jefuit  fays  judicioufly,  and  much  to  our 
"  prefent  purpofe,  that  "  there  may  hap- 
"  pen,  and  does  often  happen,  to  be  a 
"  kind  of  paradox  in  fermons,  that  is,  that 
"  the  audience  may  juitly  admire  certain 
"  parts  of  it  which  are  contrary  to  judg- 
**  ment  and  reafon  ;  and  hence  it  proceeds 
"  that  very  frequently  the  very  thing  is  a 
"  little  afterwards  condemned,  which  had 
"  at  firlt  been  praifed."  The  Father  Pre- 
"  dicador  mav  often  have  obferved  it.  The 
"  hearers  ftand  liftening  to  the  fermon, 
"  each  transformed  into  a  lively  image  of 
*'  Attention  herfelf  with  open  mouth,  en- 

"  raptured 
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,*'  raotured  by  the  graceful  prefence  of  the 
"  preacher,   by  the  elegance  of  hk  action, 
<f  by   the   fonoroufnefs    of    his  voice,    by 
f?  what  they  call  the  elevation  of  his  fryle, 
"  by  the  chopping  of  his  fentences,   by  the 
"  vivacity  of  his  expreitions,   by  his  feeling 
1!  of  the  affections,  by  the  acutenefs  of  the 
"  objections  he  candidly  allows  to  his  po- 
<}  fitions,    and    the    beautiful    manner   in 
"  which  he  extricates  himfelf  by  their  fo- 
"  lution,  and  by  the  falfe  brilliancy  of  his 
"  thoughts.     During   the   fermon  not  one 
"  of  them   ventures  to   move,    to   ftir,  to 
•1  fpit,  nor  even   to  draw  his   own  breath 
"  rudely,  led:  he  mould  lofe  fome  delicious 
if  particle    of  the    preacher's.     Aft^r  the 
"  fermon  is  over,  it  is  all  approving  nods, 
"  all  murmurs,    all  figns  and    geilures  of 
"  admiration.     At    coming    out     of   the 
"  church,  it  is  all  knots  and  rings  of  men, 
"  and  in  them  all  eulogy,  all  exaggeration, 
"  all    aftoniffiment.     *\   Such    a    man    as 
"this!"    "  What     a    ton?ue     he    has!" 
"  Such  a  wonderful  genius !" 

M  But  what  follows  ?  Some  intelligent, 
"  mature  men,  of  good  criticifm  and  found 
"judgment,  who  heard  the  fermon  and 
"  fuffered  not  themfelves  to  be  blinded, 
"  not  a-ble  to  fuffer  that  to  be  applauded 
X  2  "  which 
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"  which  ought  to  be  abominated,  drop 
"  rirft  one  thing  and  then  another,  till 
"  they  arraign  every  part  of  which  the 
€l  fermon  was  compofed,  and  make  it  ap- 
"  pear  evidently  that  the  whole  was  a 
"  woof  of  impropriety,  of  ignorance,  of 
'*  folly,  of  poornefs,  or  to  fay  the  leafl 
u  that  can  be  faid,  of  futilities.  They 
"  fhew  with  all  clearnefs  that  his  flyle, 
li  inftead  of  being  an  elevated  one,  was 
"  nothing  but  a  fwoln,  bombaflical,  fcC- 
•1  quipedalian  rant,  made  up  of  leaves 
"  without  any  fruit ;  that  his  affected  ca- 
"  dences  are  as  inconfiilent  with  good 
"  profe  as  full  and  -  numerous  fentences, 
"  but  void  of  meafure,  are  to  good  verfe; 
"  that  this  kind  of  flyle  caufes  laughter,  or 
"  rather  loathing  to  thofe  who  know  how 
"  to  fpeak  and  write;  that  the  exprefilons 
"  which  are  called  lively,  were  only  of 
"  noife  and  bawling ;  that  fuch  a  method 
"  of  feeling  and  expreffing  the  affections, 
M  was  that  which  is  proper  rather  to  a 
"  player  than  a  preacher,  laudable  on  the 
*c  ffcage  but  infufFerable  in  the  pulpit ;  that 
"  the  objections  were  fuch  as  would  never 
"  enter  into  any  but  his  own  idle  head, 
M  and  the  folutions  of  them  as  arbitrary  as 
*«  futile ;  that  the  thoughts  were  all  to  be 

<'  reduced 
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'*  reduced  to  little,  colloquial,  juvenile 
"  fayings,  jingling  and  playing  upon  words, 
"  and  poetical  conceits  without  marrow  or 
"  folidity  ;  that  in  all  the  fermon  there  was 
<(  not  to  be  difcovered  a  grain  of  oratorical 
**  fait,  as  it  had  not  the  moft  diitant  ap- 
"  pearance  of  a  methodical  and  "arranged 
"  difcourfe,  nothing  of  concatenation,  no- 
"  thing  of  connection,  nothing  of  ratioci- 
"  nation,  nothing  of  the  pathetic;  in  fhorr, 
**  that  it  was  an  untied  befom,  a  parcel 
*'  of  little  quaint  conceits  fpread  abroad, 
"  trirlinp-  thauo-hts  fcattered  here  and 
i*  there,  and  that  this  was  the  fum  and 
64  fubftance  of  the  whole  bufinefs.  So  that, 
*'  all  things  well  considered,  there  was 
"  nothing  to  admire  or  to  applaud  in  our 
*'  preacher  but  his  voice  and  action,  his 
"  prefumption  and  moil:  reverend  Coram 
fi  vobis  *.  They  who  hear  judicious,  pe- 
"  netrating  men,  well-informed  in  the 
ct  fubjeel:,  talk  in  this  manner,  recover 
"  from  their  miitake  and  know  their  error, 
"  whence  the  preacher  who  in  the  morn- 
*f  ing  was  admired,  in  the  afternoon  is 
lt  looked  upon  as   a  Zany  j    the    compaf- 


*  Jocularly  ufed  for  a  good  pretence,  or  a  prefence 
•.  £  gravity  and  dignity. 

X  3  "  fionatc 
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c<  donate  behold  him  with   pity,  the  rigid 
"  with  contempt. 

"  I  would  wim  for  no  better  proof  of 
"  this  truth  than  the  very  fermons  of  the 
"  Father  Predicador.  How  much  was 
"  celebrated,  how  much  was  admired  that 
"  famous  entrance  of  the  fermon  on  the 
ct  mod  holy  Trinity — /  deny  that  there  is 
*f  in  God  unity  of  e fence  and  trinity  of  per - 
"fans?  How  much  was  admired,  how 
"  much  was  extolled  the  other  of  the  fer- 
"  mon  on  the  Incarnation — To  your  healths, 
€t  gentlemen  t  What  rivalry  for  extrava- 
"  gance  in  the  eulogies  plentifully  poured 
*'  forth  on  each  of  them  upon  finifhing  the 
"  functions  ?  But  how  long  did  this  praife 
"  and  admiration  laft  ?  So  long  only  as 
"  fome  zealous,  prudent,  and  charitable 
"  man  delayed  opening  the  eyes  of  the 
'*  hearers,  that  they  might  know  that  the 
te  nrfr.  propofition  had  been  a  moil:  fcanda- 
"  lous  herefy,  and  the  fecond  a  deplorable 
*'  fottillmefs  ;  or  that  at  leaft,  when  mend- 
"  ed  with  their  faving  claufes,  they  had 
"  turned  out  two  miierable  infipidities: 
"  For  the  fir  ft  is  reduced  to  the  faying  that 
"  many  heretics  have  denied  themyfteryof 
«'  the  holy  Trinity  ;  behold  what  an  exqui- 
*'  fite  information  !  And  the  fecond,  when 

"  we 
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cc  we  have   fqueezed  out  all  its  fubflance, 
"  amounts   to  no   more  than  to   fay  that 
"  Chrift,  or  the  divine  Word,  became  in- 
"  carnate  for  the  faivation  of  men  ;  what 
"  a  delicate  and  new  difcovery  I  As  foon  as 
w  the   hearers    faw   thefe   things    in   their 
**  right  light,  they  were  afhamed  of  what 
"  they  had  a  little  before  admired  ;  and  [ 
'*  know  very  well  that   it  was  fo  given  to 
<(  be  underftood  to  the  Father  Predicador, 
'*  on  the   very  afternoon  both  of  the  Tri- 
'*  nity  and  the  Incarnation,  if  he  had  been 
'*  pleafed  to  underftand  it.     For  going  to 
'*  vilit  his  female  penitents  *,  as  is  his  cuf- 
*'  torn  on  the  days  he  preaches,  to  collect 
*'  the  plaudits    of    the  drawing-rooms  y, 
"  a  certain  young   lady  told  him,  on  that 
"  of  the  Trinity,  "  Jefus !  Father  Predi- 
*f  cador,  God   forgive  you   for   the   fright 
"  you  put  me  into  by  the  beginning  of 
<c  your  fermon  !  I  was  really  afraid  that  the 
fe  CommifTary  of   the  Holy  Office  would 
<c  have    filenced    you,     and     carried    you 
t(  from  the    pulpit    to    the   inquifition  !" 

*  Thofe  to  whom  he  is  father  confefibr. 

f  J  a  the  original  Los  Ejlrados^  the  roorus  adorned 
with  carpetting,  &c.  m  which  iadies  receive  their  visi- 
ters. Tea  tables,  could  the  e::preflion  be  allowed,  would 
\it  the  correfponding  Engiifh  idiom. 

X  a.  I  know 
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"  I  know  likewife  that  another  lady  faid 
"  to  him  on  the  afternoon  of  the  Incar- 
"  nation,  u  When  your  Reverence  began 
<c  your  fermon  this  morning  I  thought  I 
n  was  afleep  and  dreaming,  and  that 
"  inflead  of  having  carried  me  to  church 
rt  they  had  carried  me  to  the  tavern." 
"  They  were  both  delicate  ftrokes  of  fa- 
ct  tire,  and  well  deferved  ;  but  as  the  Fa- 
*J  ther  Predicador  has  an  happy  knack  of 
"  converting  all  to  aliment,  he  was  tickled 
(t  at  the  witty  praife  and  exulted  in  his 
"  fuccefs. 

"  This  is  what  the  Father  Predicador 
"  gains,  even  from  thofe  perfons  who  are 
"  no  otherwife  enlightened,  than  by  a 
"  tolerable  mare  of  moral  fenfe — to  be 
<(  contemned  by  them,  and  efteemed  as 
'*  he  deferves.  Thofe  who  are  more  cul- 
'*  tivated,  thofe  who  have  fome  tinclure 
"of  good  tafte,  and  above  all,  thofe  who 
"  look  not  with  indifference  on  fo  ferious 
"  and  facred  a  miniftry  of  Religion,  can- 
*'  not  exprefs  the  grief  they  feel  to  fee  it 
"  fo  profaned  in  his  mouth,  and  their 
"  companion  at  the  unhappy  mifapplica- 
*'  tion  of  talents,  which,  managed  as  they 
"  ought  to  be,  might  be  very  ferviceable 
*'  to   the  good  of  fouls,    to  the  glory   of 

"  God, 
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u  God,  to  the  honour  of  our  Holy  Order, 
ce  and  to  the  folid  and  real  reputation  of 
"  the  Father  Predicador.  He  cannot 
"  doubt  the  particular  inclination  I  have 
"  always  manifefted  for  him  ever  fince  he 
"  was  my  novice;  the  rigours  from  which 
"  I  freed  him  when  I  was  the  fuperior  of 
"  his  convent,  and  the  eftimation  in  which 
"  I  held  his  endowments  when  I  was  his 
"  Provincial;  fince  it  was  I  who  firft  fet 
"  him  in  a  confpicuous  place,  appointing 
"  him  to  one  of  the  pulpits,  moil  fought 
"  after  of  any  in  the  province.  He  muft 
**  remember  the  paternal  letter  which  I 
"  wrote  to  him  upon  this  occafion,  ftrong- 
"  ly  recommending  to  him  that  he  would 
'*  juftify  my  confidence,  and  avoid  giving 
"  caufe  for  my  being  infulted  by  thofe 
"  who  cenfured  this  election,  without 
"  doubt  becaufe  they  knew  him  better 
"  than  I  did;  that  he  would  preach  Chrift 
"  crucified  and  not  preach  himfelf,  or  at 
"  leafl  that  he  would  preach  with  piety 
**  and  judgment,  if  he  mould  not  have  the 
"  fpirit  to  do  it  with  zeal  and  fervour.  I 
"  protefl  to  him  that  I  feel  not  fo  much 
"  remorfe  from  any  of  the  many  injudici- 
*c  ous  things  1  did  in  my  Provincialfhip, — 
w  though  I  call  God   to  witnefs  that  I  did 

"  them 
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"  them  all  with  the  beft  intention — as 
"  from  having  made  the  Father  Friar  Bias 
"  a  Preacher,  entrusting  the  conversion  of 
"  fouls  to  one  who  thinks  of  nothing  lefs 
*'  than  of  converting  them,  and  who  (hews 
"  there  is  fo  much  neceflity  even  for  the 
"  converfion  of  his  own.  I  gave  him  to 
"  be  known  in  the  world,  when  it  would 
*-f  have  been  better  for  him  to  have  been 
"  kept  in  the  folitude  of  the  cloifler  and 
>'  the  retirement  of  the  choir.  /  was  the 
"  unhappy  occafion  of  his  being  made 
"  giddy  by  the  applaufe  of  fools,  and  pre- 
1f  cipitated  by  his  vanity  into  the  contempt 
"  of  wife  men.  I  know  it,  I  bewail  it, 
*'  but  now  I  cannot  remedy  it ;  fince  I  fee 
"  with  unutterable  grief  that  even  within 
ic  the  community  there  are  not  wanting 
"  defenders,  panegyrifts,  and  fomenters  of 
"  his  vanity  and  madnefs  j  fome  from  the 
ff  want  of  knowing  better,  fome  from 
*f  adulation,  fome  few  from  interefr,  and 
*'  the  greatefi;  part  from  fullering  them- 
*'  felves  to  be  drawn  down  the  infectious 
€t  ftream  of  cudom,  guided  folely  by  the 
"  fhoutings  of  the  fenfelefs  multitude. 

"  Among!}  the  lafl  I  reckon  thofe  poor 
"  youths,  liudents  of  this  houfe,  in  Phi- 
"  lofophy  and   Theology,    to   whom  un- 

"  ipeakable 
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c<  fpeakable  damage  is  done  by  the  ex- 
<e  ample  of  the  Predicador.  They  fee  him 
"  applauded,  celebrated,  fought  for,  fa- 
"  voured  with  prefents,  and  abounding 
"  with  conveniencies ;  they  hear  the  Fa- 
*'  ther  Predicador  himfelf  making  a  pue- 
<(  rile  oftentation  of  them,  valuing  himfelf 
*e  much  upon  the  harveft  he  reaps  from 
<e  the  field  of  the  Verbum  Dei ;  extolling 
7  the  utility  and  the  reputation  of  his 
"  profeffion,  whilfl  he  make's  a  mock  of 
"  that  of  the  lecturers  and  matters,  the 
"  tutors  of  the  order,  whom  he  treats  as  a 
(t  poor,  pitiful,  beggarly,  for-god's-faking 
"  crew,  and  when  he  is  pleafed  to  be  very 
*f  witty,  as  cameleons  who  live  upon  the 
"  air  of  their  ergoes,  having  their  cup- 
lc  boards  as  void  of  chocolate  as  their 
"  heads  full  of  impertinent  queftions. 
"  What  follows  ?  why,  they  conceive  an 
"  horror  at  fcholaftic  fludy,  fo  necelTary 
"  to  the  underflanding  the  myfteries  and 
<{  the  points  of'  faith,  and  to  the  avoiding 
6e  Co  many  abfurdities  as  are  faid  both  on 
"  one  and  the  other  by  the  Father  Predi- 
<f  cador  3  they  give  themfelves  up  to  the 
(t  reading  volumes  of  ufelefs,  wretched 
"  fermons,  or  to  the  tranfcribing  fuch  un- 
Sf  fubfiantial,  ridiculous,  and  even  pernicious 

"  ones 
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"  ones  as  thofe  of  the  Father  Friar  Bias  ; 
"  they  make  him  their  model,  copying 
M  even  his  gefture  and  action,  without  ad- 
"  verting  that  what  may  appear  well  when 
"  it  is  natural,  becomes  rifible  and  con- 
*'  temptible  in  imitation.  This  is  the 
"  milk  they  are  fed  with,  and  afterwards 
"  they  turn  out  to  be  the  diverfion  of  the 
"  vulgar,  the  admiration  of  the  ignorant, 
*'  the  fcorn  of  the  judicious,  the  grief  of 
¥  the  companionate  and  pious,  the  fhame 
"  of  the  order,  and  fometimes  its  fcourge 
"  and  torment. 

M  We  all  fee  it  in  that  poor,  fimple,  in- 
rt  toxicated  Friar  Gerund.  His  fimplicity 
*'  on  the  one  hand  and  the  Father  Predi- 
<e  cador  on  the  other  are  both  concurring 
w  to  ruin  him  completely.  Though  he 
s<  does  not  want  talents,  by  which  in  time 
tc  he  might  approve  himfelf  a  ferviceable 
"  man,  yet  I  fee  plainly  that  he  will  give 
M  us  caufe  to  more  than  blufli  for  him. 
*'  He  cannot  fo  much  as  bring  himfelf  to 
«  ftudy  a  conference,  or  apply  to  the  un- 
M  derfranding  of  a  queftion,  and  looks  with 
H  horror  on  fcholaftic  learning,  idly  em* 
*'  ploying  himfelf  in  reading  printed  fer- 
"  mons  and  tranfcribing  the  manufcripts 
<(  of  Friar  Bias;  for  I  am  told  that  he  is 

"  fcarcely 
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"  fcarcelv  ever  out  of  his  cell,  that  he  has 
"  there  full  leave  and  licence  to  breakfaft, 
"  to  take  his  afternoon's  refrefhment,  and 
"  to  wafte  his  time;  that  the  Father  Pre- 
"  dicador  is  continually  imbuing  him  with 
"  all  his  maxims,  and  even  infecting  him 
"  likewife  with  all  his  affections  and  dif- 
*'  affections,  not  only  to  the  great  hin- 
'«  drance  of  his  good  education,  but  to  the 
"  great  detriment  of  charity  and  fraternal 
"  and  religious  union. 

"  Therefore  if  my  dear  Father  Predica- 

*f  dor  has  any  love  for  our  holy  Mother 

"  the    community,    if   he  has    any    zeal 

*'  for  the  falvation  of  the  fouls  which  Jefus 

"  Chrift   redeemed  by    his    moft   precious 

"  blood,  if  his  own  folid  and  real  reputa- 

"  tion  deferves  any  regard,  I  conjure  him 

"  by  that  moft  precious  blood  of  Jefus  that 

"  he  will  change  his  conduct;:  Let  the  end 

"  he    aims    at    in    his    fermons    be   more 

*'  noble,    more   chriftian,    more  religiou?, 

"  and    very  different  will    be   his  difpofi- 

"  tion  ;    let   him    preach    Chrift   crucified 

'"  and  not  preach  himfdf,  and  he  certain- 

**  ly  will  not  bellow  fo  much  pains  on  the 

"  affected  adorning  of  his  perfon;  let  him 

"  feek  no  other  interefl  than  that  of  fouls, 

"  Da  mihi  animasj  c cetera  tolle  tibi,  and  I 
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"  am  confident   he  will   preach  in  another 
•'  manner;    let  him   not   be  jfolicitous  for 

"  applaufes  but  converfions,  and  he    may 
"  be  aflured  that  he  will   not  only  procure 
"  the  converfions   he   is   anxious    for,   but 
"  the    applaufes    alio     for     which     he    is 
<c  unanxiou?,      and     thefe     of     an     order 
"  much  fuperior  to    the  popular  and    vain 
•'  praifes,  in  which   he  at   prefent  rinds  fo 
"  many  charms.     Above   all   I    charge, 
<f  intreat,  I  befeech  him,  that  if  he  make 
"  no  account  of  what  I  fay,  and  obftinate- 
"  ly  perfevere  in    the    miilaken   courfe  he 
**  has   hitherto   purfued,    at  lead   he   will 
"  not  be  the  teacher  of  erroneous  doctrine, 
"  form    a    pernicious    fchool,  and    imitate 
"  the   dragon    which   with    his   tail    drew 
te  after  him  the  third    part  of  the  liars  of 
"  heaven.     Let  him  tremble  at  that  dread- 
"  ful  denunciation  of  vvorfe  than  the  mill- 
"  iione    and    the    lea   agalrtft    thole    who 
"  ihall  offend — who  Ihall,  occafion  the  fall 
<*  of — the  little  ones;  and  let  him  not  at- 
"  tribute   the  charitable,   private,  and  pa- 
"  ternal    admonition    I  now  give  him   to 
"  impertinence,  prefumpticn,  or  the  pee- 
(t  vifhnefs  of   age,   but  let  him    look  upon 
"  it  as  the  llrongefl  proof  of  that  real  love 
*'  for  him  which  I  ingenuoufly  profefs." 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.     IV. 


Of   what    pajfed    afterwards    between   the 
Predkador  Mayor,  and  Friar  Gerund. 

WITH  the  mod  folemn  attention, 
and  without  betraying  the  lead 
token  of  impatience,  did  Friar  Bias  receive 
the  long  fermon  driven  into  him  by  the 
Reverend  Father  Ex-provincial,  and  fuf- 
fered  the  difcharge  of  all  his  (hot  with 
fuch  continence,  that  any  one  would  have 
fworn  that  he  had  been  convinced,  per- 
fuaded*  and  already  changed  into  another 
man :  for,  fays  the  legend  of  the  order, 
he  liflened  to  him  with  a  grave  coun-^ 
tenance,  with  downcaft  eyes,  with  his 
hands  under  his  fcapulary,  with  his  body 
inclined  forward  in  humble  pofture,  ap- 
plying the  left  ear  a  little  as  if  not  to  lofe 
a  fyllable,  without  fneezing,  without  fpit- 
ting,  and  even  without  pulling  out  his  box 
and  taking  a  pinch  of  fnurT  all  the  time 
that  the  million  laded.  And  now  the 
good  Ex-provincial  was  inwardly  applaud- 
ing himfelf  upon  the  happy  conqueftj  now 
a  thoufand  times  fortunate  did  he  think 
i-  the 
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the  hour  in  which  he  had  determined  to 
fpeak  to  him  with  fo  much  refolution  and 
cleamefs  ;  and  now  was  he  about  to  throw 
his  arms  round  his  neck  and  give  him  a 
thoufand  congratulations,  upon  his  having 
at  lad:  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  rea- 
fon  when  he  faw  the  good  Predicador 
look  up  upon  him  ferenely,  draw  his  hands 
from  under  his  fcapulary,  reft  his  right 
elbow  on  the  arm  of  the  chair,  rub  his 
hand  round  his  chin,  then  put  it  into  his 
fleeve,  pull  out  his  muff-box,  give  two 
deliberate  taps  upon  the  lid,  open  it,  take 
a  pinch,  and  fixing  his  eyes  fteadily  in  his 
face  fay  with  great  compofure,  "  Has  your 
paternity  done?"  "  Yes,  I  have  done." 
'*  Then,  our  Father,  let  me  tell  you  a 
flory. 

"  A  crazy  fellow  was  prefent  at  a  fermon 
preached  in  a  certain  Million  upon  the 
univerfal  judgment.  A  truly  fervent  and 
apoftolic  zeal  was  exerted  by  the  Miflion- 
ary,  who  left  his  audience  fo  ilruck,  and 
impreffed  with  awe,  that  even  after  the 
fermon  was  finifhed  there  was  no  noife  or 
motion  for  fome  time.  The  crazy  fellow 
availed  himfelf  of  this  compunctious  ii- 
lence,  and  bawled  out,  "  Gentlemen,  all 
"  that  the  Father  Miflionary  has  told    us 

•'*  about 
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•*  about  judgment,  and  judgment,  and  judg- 
*«  ment,  without  doubt  ought  to  be  foj  but 
•*  nondum  ve?iit  bora  mea,  and  I  maintain  the 
"  contrary  with  the  mod  learned  Barradas." 
"  Has    your  Paternity  any  commands  to 
Cevico  de  la  Torre,   for  I  go  early  to-mor- 
row  morning  ?"  And  without  waiting  for 
any  reply  he  rofe   from  his  chair,  opened 
the  door,  and  went  away  to  his  cell- 
In  which  he  was  waited  for  by  his  be- 
loved Friar  Gerund,  who  befides  being  an 
eternal  admirer  of   the  madnefs  and  abfur- 
dities  of  Friar  Bias  (which  of  itfelf  would 
have  been  a  fufficient  reafon  for  his  being 
much  efteemed    by  him)   was    a   plump, 
tight  little  Friar,  of   a  good  countenance, 
and  very  orderly  in  his  manners  and   de- 
portment, which  made  him  much  careffed 
not  only  by  the  Father  Predicador  Mayor, 
but  in  general   by  all  the  grave  Fathers  of 
the  houfe,  amongft  whom  there  was  even 
a  kind  of  jealoufy  and  competition  which 
ihould    make  moil  of  him.       They   ufed 
to  fend   him  from   the  upper  table  fruit, 
and  other  extraordinaries,  when  they  were 
allowed  only  to  the  feniors,  and  not  to  the 
Collegiate  Fathers ;    upon  which  account 
he  was  envied,  watched,   and  abufed    by 
the  latter,  efpeciallv  as   he  grew  infuflfer- 
Vol.  I.  Y  ably 
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ably  vain  upon  the  favour  of  their  Revtf* 
rences,  and  praclifed  many  tricks  and 
artifices  to  preferve  and  encreafe  their 
fondnefs ;  and  then  the  horror  which  he 
entertained  for  all  fcholaftic  learning  af- 
forded them  many  occafions  of  laughing  at 
and  mortifying  him,  which  were  by  no 
means  loft  upon  the  young  rogues  the 
ftudents.  But  Friar  Gerund  did  not  mind 
it  ;  endeavouring  at  all  adventures  to  cul- 
tivate the  predilection  of  the  ruling  pow- 
ers -,  and  amongft  them  all  he  had  the 
greateft  veneration  and  attachment  to  the 
gallant,  the  airy,  the  elegant,  and  the 
judicious  Father  Predicador  Mayor,  which 
however  he  concealed  as  carefully  as  pof- 
fible  from  the  reft. 

As  foon  as  Friar  jBlas  entered  the  celt 
he  told  Gerund  all  that  had  pa:Ted  with 
(our  Father,  gave  him  an  abftract  of  his 
lcrmon,  mimicked  his  voice,  gefture,  and 
manner,  criticized  his  words,  and  laughed 
at  and  defpifed  the  whole,  treating  him  as 
an  old  Grey-beard,  Mumpjitmis,  Codger,  An- 
tidilircian,  with  fuch  other  complimentary 
titles;  and  in  the  end,  laid,  "  as  the  mil- 
lion has  Lifted  fo  long,  my  boy,  I  want  to  da 
.a  certain  affair,  and  fo  with  thy  leave," — 
he  retired  to  the  alcove,  drew  the  curtain, 

did 
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did  what  he  wanted  to  do,  and,  the  func- 
tion finiihed,  told  him,  "  Thou  know'ft  I 
go  to-morrow  morning  to  Cevica  de  la 
Torre,  to  preach  the  fermon  of  St.  Bene- 
dict in  his  hermitage  on  the  hill ;  it  is  a  fo- 
lemn  devotion  of  the  place,  it  is  now  the 
Feftival  of  Flowers  *,  there  is  a  pilgrim- 
age, and  a  doublon  of  eight  crowns  is  to 
be  paid  for  the  fermon.  Firft  of  all  take 
thefe  fweetmeats  (and  he  filled  his  fleeve 
with  fome  he  took  out  of  a  box)  let  us 
mut  the  door  that  we  may  not  be  difturbed 
by  any  of  their  mule-headed  reverences, 
and  lit  thee  down,  for  thou  malt  hear  one 
of  the  ben:  fermons  I  ever  made  in  my 
life. 

tc  The  title  and  fubject,  The  Science  of 
Iguorance  in  the  wife  Ignorance  of  Science" 
fjf  Stop,  Father  Predicador,"  directly  inter- 
rupted Gerund,  "  fay  no  more,  for  this 
alone  inchants  me.  This  trick-track,  this 
playing  and  ringing  the  changes  upon  the 
words*  in  which  your  Paternity  couches 
the  fubjecls  of  almoft  all  your  fermons,  is 
a  thing  that  quite  ravimes  me.  The  Science 
of  Ignorance  in  the  wife  Ignorance  of  Science  I 
O,  a  finer  thing  could  not  have  been  faid ! 

*  One  of.  the  names  for  Eafter,  becaufe  at  that  time 
.the  flowers  appear. 

Y  2  la 
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In  truth  I  do  not  very  well  underftand  what 
it  Signifies;  but  what  founds  to  me,  founds 
to  me ;  and  let  it  fignify  what  it  will,  it  is 
a  great  thing."  "  It  fignifies  no  other, 
replied  the  Predicador,  than  what  St.  Paul 
fays,  "  That  the  fcience  of  the  faints  is 
!*  true  wifdom,  and  that  the  wifdom  of 
"  this  world  is  true  ignorance  and  folly." 
"  What,  does  it  Signify  no  more  than 
that?"  «  No."  "But,  God  defend  me ! 
who  would  have  thought  it  ?  Any  other 
than  your  Reverence  would  have  faid  lim- 
ply that  St.  Benedict:  knew  what  was  necef- 
fary  for  him  to  know,  and  was  ignorant  of 
what  was  unneceflary;  and  in  this  manner, 
though  every  one  would  have  understood 
'»  it,  it  might  be  faid  too  by  every  plough- 
man. But  to  propofe  fo  common  a  thing 
with  the  fpecial  air  that  your  Paternity 
propofes  it,  no  man  in  the  world  has  the 
grace.  Let  the  other  fubject  declare  it,  of 
the  fermon  you  preached  two  months  ago 
at  the  chapter  for  the  election  of  Convent- 
officers,  The  EleBion  of  Reflitude,  for  the 
Reftitude'  of.  Eleffion.  Sooner  than  I -Shall 
forget  that  fubjec~r.  I  mall  forget  my  own 
name.  .  But  now  we  are  talking  of  it, 
won't  your  Reverence  explain  the  con- 
ception "to  me  ?  for,  to  fay  the  truth,  I  did 

not 
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not  thoroughly  penetrate  it :    It  feemed  to 
me,  I  confefs,  to  be  faying,  that  in  order 
that  the   ele&ion  mould   be   right,  it  was 
abfolutely  necefTary  there  mould  be  a  right 
ele&ion.     But  this,  it  is  clear,  your  Pater- 
nity could   not  mean,    for  it  would  have 
been  one  of  Pero  Grullos  truths  *,  "  Peace, 
fimpleton,  (replied  Friar  Bias  diredtly)  for 
it  is  clear  that  I  meant  to  fay  nothing  elfe; 
and  there  was   the  cream  of   the  jeft,  to 
fay  a  Perogrullada  in   fuch  a  manner  that 
it  mould   feem  to   be  a  thing  of  another 
world.      If  thou    wilt  call   to   mind   the 
clear,  perfpicuous,  and  brilliant  manner  in 
which  I  fet  off  this  proposition  in  order  to 
introduce  my  difcourfe,  thou    wouldeft  fee 
clearer  than  the  fun  at  noon,  what  I  meant 
to  fay."      "  As    I  am  a  chriftian,"    faid 
Gerund,    M  I   don't    now    remember    it, 
though  I  have  the  fermon  in  my  cell,  as 
your  Paternity  knows  I  directly  tranfcribed 
it."     "  Then  I  will  refrelh   thy   memory 

with  it,  as  I  have  it  ftrong  in  mine." 

■ 

*  Pero  Grullo's  truths  are  felf-evident  things  formally 
alferted  ;  called  fo  from  fome  fimpleton  of  that  name 
who  thought  himfelf  mighty  wife  in  making  discoveries 
of  things  known  to  all  the  world.  One  of  thefe  truths 
is  faid  to  be,  that  it  is  cuftomary  for  men,  Comer  par  la 
bjra  y  tagar  par  el  culo — to  eat  with  their  mouths. 

From  the  proper  name  is  formed  the  iub;'tantive 
Perogrullada^  which  fignifics  one  of  thele  truths. 

y  7  "  rhc 
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"  The  Salutation  being  ended,  (for   that 
was  wine  of  another  calk,    as   we    fay)  I 
began  my  fermon  with    this  apoftrophe  to- 
the  Sacrament  which    flood    open    to  the 
view,  Amoroujly  ivife  doji  thou  off  It  thyjelf 
Sovereign    Sacramented    Monarch,     as    the 
Mafler  and  Diretlor  of  this  Chapter.     Note, 
by  the    way,    the  fuitablenefs    of  calling 
the  Sacrament  the  president  of  the  chapter, 
and  tell  me  if  any  one  could  have   hit  on 
this  ?    I  then   added,     For  the  mofi   exact 
rectitude  of  election,    this  aitgujl  Sacrament 
offers  to  the  electors  vital  light ;  a  peremptory 
and  conclufive  proof  Ego  fum  panis  vita. 
Obferve  that  of  panis  vita:  for  vital  light. 
But  as   the  electors  were  many,  and  each 
had  a  life,  good  or  bad,  as  is  beft  known 
to  God,  for  it  does  not   belong  to  us   to 
fcrutinize  other  people's   lives,  and  as  the 
text  fpoke  only  of  one  life,  vita7,  it  was 
necefl'ary  to  have   one  which   mould  fpeal^ 
of  many  :  I  found  it  as  complete  as  I  could 
wiili   in   the  Syriac,    which    reads,    Panis 
vitarum.  Now  then  we  have  the  Sacrament, 
the  bread  of  many  lives :  but   forafmuch  as 
thefe  lives  might  be  the  lives  of  chorifter?, 
butlers,  clerks,  and  junior  Friars,  who  have 
no  vote  in  the  chapter,  and  as  I  had  need 
piecifely  of  a  Sacrament;  which  mould  be 
4  the 
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the  bread  of  the  lives  of  the  Capitular  Fa- 
thers and  electors,  here  was  my  happinefs 
and  fkil!  j  I  found  it  exactly  as  I  could  de- 
fire  in  Zacharias,  in  Tyrinus,  in  Meno- 
chius,  and  in  Lyra  ;  for  the  firft  calls  the 
Sacrament  Frumentum  Ekctorum,  the  fe- 
cond  Panetn  EleBorumy  the  third  Frumen* 
turn  ~ELle5lorum>  and  the  fourth  fays,  Fru- 
mentum Ele&orum  eft  Corpus  Chrijii  confe- 
cjatum  pane  frumetiti" 

"  Why,  your  paternity  is  a  very  devil, 
or  at  lead  has  a  familiar,"  interrupted  Ge- 
rund, not  able  to  contain  himfelf,  "  where, 
a  plague !  could  you  find  texts  fo  to  the 
purpofe,  fo  to  an  hair,  and  which  fpeak  of 
the  bread  of  Electors  fo  clearly,  that  they 
might  be  underftood  by  the  arranteft  clown 
who  goes  to  fell  honey  at  the  town  of 
Bejarr?  Now  I  remember  ;  and  particular- 
ly that  when  I  heard  thofe  texts  in  the 
fermon,  I  was  aflonifhed.  It  is  trne  that 
fpeaking  of  them  afterwards  with  a  Father 
mafter  of  the  houfe,  who  loves  me  much, 
he  left  me  a  little  confufed  ,•  for  he  told  me, 
roundly  that  all  of  them,  in  the  fenfe  in 
which  your  Paternity  underfcood  them, 
were  the  greateft  of  abfurdities  and  cog- 
nizable by  the  inquifitionj  that  both  the 
text  and  the  interpreters  only  meant  that  the 
Y  4  Sacrament 
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Sacrament  was  the  bread  of  the  elect  o 
chofen  fouls,  which  alone  were  fignified 
by  Ekcloriim ;  that  to  apply  it  to  the 
electors  merely  for  the  fake  of  found,  was 
an  intolerable  abufe  of  facred  fcripture, 
condemned  by  the  council  of  Trent,  by  the 
popes,  and  by  the  inquifition ;  that  this 
tribn rfld  had  lately  puniihed  a  preacher  in 
Rome,  becaufe  in  his  funeral  fermon  upon 
Cardinal  Cibo  he  had  faid  that  the  flefli  of 
Ciinft  in  the  Sacrament  was  really  and 
truly  the  flefh  of  the  Cardinal,  proving  it 
with  this  text,  Caro  mea  vere  ejl  cibus, 
w/iich  that  madman  (fo  the  Father  matter 
called  him)  took  it  into  his  head  to  under- 
fland  jjftas  your  Paternity  was  pleafed  to 
understand  the  Frumentum  EleSiorum:  that 
ii  it  mould  be  permitted  to  ufe  or  abufe 
holy  fcripture  with  fuch  grotTnefs  there 
would  not  be  herefy,  abfurdity,  or  fin  that 
mi^ht  not  be  proved  by  it ;  and  fo  he  went 
en  ftringing  fuch  a  heap  of  things  as  put 
me  in  much  confufion,  and  I  don't  know 
how  I  had  the  patience  to  hear  them." 

"  And  didft  thou  make  any  account  of 
them?"  "  No,  Father  Predicador;  why 
mould  I  make  account  of  them,  when  I 
knew  as  well  as  if  I  was  in  him  that  it  was 
all  nothing  but  envy;  for  that  fame  Father 

matter 
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matter  is  a  fplenetic  mortal,  and  knows 
nothing  but  his  Ergos,  his  theology,  his 
Bible,  his  councils,  his  holy  Fathers,  and 
-—your  humble  fervant.  Take  him,thence, 
and  he  knows  not  a  word;  he  never  read, 
not  he,  neither  the  Theatre  of  the  Gods, 
nor  Rabifius  Textor,  nor  Aulus  Gellius, 
nor  the  Natalis  Comes,  nor  Alexander  ab 
Alexandro,  nor  Pliny,  nor  Picenelus ;  and 
now  to  be  fure  he  muft  be  curioufly  qua- 
lifted  to  underftand  fermons  and  to  know 
how  texts  of  fcripture  are,  or  are  not  to  be 
brought  in !  and  as,  befides,  'tis  a  poor 
fheaking  dog,  who*  drinks  his  chocolate 
out  of  a  wooden  difh,  and  fees,  thanks  be 
to  God,  the  cell  of  your  Paternity  fo  plen- 
tifully provided  with  every  thing,  he  rots 
with  envy  as  fail  as  he  can  rot,  and  hence 
it  comes  that  with  him  your  Paternity  can 
do  nothing  right."  "  Let  me  embrace 
thee,  my  dear  boy,"  faid  Friar  Bias  at 
hearing  this,  "  for  thou  wilt  be  the  hon- 
our of  the  order  :.  take  thefe  four  cakes  of 
chocolate  to  ferve  thee  in  my  abfence,  and 
let  us  go  on  with  the  capitular  fermon." 

"  We  will  talk  of  that  fermon  another 
day,  (faid  Friar  Gerund,)  for  as  your  Pa- 
ternity is  to  go  in  the  morning  I  fear  left 
we  may  not  have  time  to  read  that  of  St.    . 

Benedict, 
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Benedict,  though  it  be  no  more  than  the 
falutation,  and  I  am  dying  to  hear  it, 
as  only  the  thought  of  The  fcience  of  igno- 
rance in  the  wife  ignorance  of  fcience  has  ex- 
cited fuch  a  curiolity  in  me  that  it  is  a  very 
horror."  "  Thou  art  right,"  anfwqred 
Friar  Bias,  "  let  us  go  that  j  here  it  is  on 
the  table.  Obferve,  we  are  now  in  the 
fpring,  it  is  the  feftival  of  flowers,  and  the 
hermitage  of  the  faint  is  in  the  country  : 
now  hear. 

"  To  the  celebrated  God  of  Mirth, 
tc  Greece,  Sparta,  aud  ThefTaly  confecrat- 
"  ed  folemn  feflive  rites  on  the  twenty- 
"  feventh  day  of  March  ;  Theffali  hnic  Deo 
"  Rifui  qnotannis  rem  divinam  in  fumma  la- 
"  tiiiafaciebaty  fays  Rabifius  Textor.  They 
*t  wove  green  garlands  enamelled  with 
"  many-coloured  flowers,  offering  a  fpring 
"  of  enjoyment  to  the  homaged  God  of 
'£  mirth  ;  Vernis  intexens  floribus  arva— 
**  rifibus  &  grandes  mirata  eft  Roma  cachin- 
"  nos9  fays  Lilius  Giraldus.  This  deity 
"offered  himfelf  to  their  worm  ip  in  the 
"  figure  of  a  naked  youth,  crowned  with 
1*  myrtle,  adorned  with  wings,  and  in  the 
"  frondofity  of  a  pleafant  meadow -,  Piter 
"  nudus,  alatus,  myrthoque  coronatus,  qui 
\i  bum:  kdsbaty  fays  Vincentius  Cartarius." 

«<  Did'ft 
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.  "  Did'ft  thou  ever  fee  a  more  flowery  en- 
trance to  a  fpring  fermon  at  the  feftival  of 
flowers,    and    this  with  no  lefs  than    the 
authority   of   Cartarius,    Lilius    Gir-aldus, 
and    Rabiiius  Textor  ?    But  ftay   a  little ; 
hear  the  application .     <(  This  is   a  vernal 
*<  parallel  of  the  illuftrious  patriarch  St.  Be - 
*'  n  edict,  to  whom  with  feftive  joy  this  pep- 
"  pie  now  confecrates  its  folernn  worfhip." 
«'  What  think'ft  thou,  Friend  Gerund,  eh  ?" 
"  What  can   I  think  but  that,  in  the  firft 
place,  your  paternity  has  the  Calendar  of 
the  Pagan  feftivals   more  at  your  fingers' 
ends  than  even  the  Epact  of  the  order  ;  for , 
I  never   faw  you  miilake  not  even  in  one 
of  them,    and  I  have  obferved  more  than 
once  that  you  did  not  rightly  know  the 
Saint  of  the  fervice  of  the  day  :  Secondly, 
that  almoft  all  the  fermons  of  your  Pater- 
nity begin  with  fome  little  fable,  fo  to  an 
hair,  and  fo  to  the  point,  that  it  feems  no 
other-wife,  than  as  if  the  fable  was  feigned 
on  purpofe  for  the   myftery,  or  that  even 
God  himfelf  made  the  myftery  by  the  idea 
of  the  fable.     For  example,  when  mall  I 
ever  forget  that  inimitable  entrance  of  the 
iermon   on  the  Conception   of  our  Lady, 
which  I  heard  this  year  from  your  Paternity 
and  got  by  heart,  as  I  never  expect  in  my 

days 
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days   to  hear   a    thins:    more    beautifully 
adapted  to  the  fubject  r 

"  From  the  curling  fpume  of  the  celebrat- 
"  ed  Egean  waves  fabulous  ethnicity  feign- 
"  ed  Venus  their  idolatrefs  conceived.  Nuda 
ee  Cythereis  edita  fertur  aqais,  fays  Ovid.  She 
44  was  conceived  affociated  with  the  three 
"  celeftial  Graces,  &  Veneris  turba  minijlra 
41  fuit,  fays  Giraldus,  becaufe  no  moment 
'f  mould  be  faid  to  exift  in  which  any 
"  grace  was  wanting  to  her  beauty.  And 
"  in  memory  of  this  gracious  conception, 
4<  the  Cyclades  celebrated  the  eighth  day 
'*  of  December,  with  the  flrongeft:  decla- 
"  rations  of  folemn  joy,  Hoc  tamen  die 
4t  otfavo  Decembris  fejlum  conceptionis  pnU 
44  cberrhtHz  Veneris  ingenti  jubilo  celebra- 
4<  tur."  "  I  do  not  flop  now  to  remark  the 
elegance  of  calling  the  religion  of  the 
Gentiles,  Ethnicity*  and  not  Gentilifm  or 
Paganifm,  for  that  any  despicable  fellow 
might  have  faid" — "  And  if  I  did  not  call 
it  Polytheifm  or  Polydeifmity  (interrupted 
the  Father  Predicador)  it  was  to  referve 
thefe  two  pretty  terms  for  fome  other  oc- 
crfion." — "  I  fay,  I  do  not  flop  to  re- 
mark this,  becaufe  in  the  invention  of 
words,  flaming  new  dtftilled  from  the  La- 
tin tongue,  your  paternity  is  inimitable; 
6  and 
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and  I  have  already  got  notes  of  fome,  to 
avail  myfelf  of  at  a  fuitable  time,  in  full 
aflurance  that  though  I  do  no  more  than 
fpeak  in  that  ftyle,  there  will  be  no  fra- 

.  ternity-fermon  for  which.  I  (hall  not  be 
applied  to.  I  know  I  am  always  to  call 
the  fea  the  Salfuginous  Element-,  Aaron's 
Rod,  the  Aaronitifh  Wand -,  the  contract- 
ing original  fin,  traducing  the  fanes  of  Jin', 

futurized  Adam,  for  the  decree  of  the  crea- 
tion of  Adam  j  his  creation  itfelf,  the  Ada- 
mitijh  Foundation  -,  the  creation  of  all  crea- 
tures, the  Univerfal  Opijice  j  blind  nature, 
'Twinkling  Nature-,  and  an  ardently  in- 
flamed defire,  the  ignited  Wings  of  Appe- 
tency. This  beautiful,  clear,  perfpicuous, 
delicate  ftyle — -leave  it  to  me,  Father ;  I 
will  anfwer  for  myfelf,  that  in  this  refpect 
your  Paternity  will  have  no  difciple  by 
whom  you  will  be  more  honoured. 

"  Neither  would  I  flop  now  to  remark 
that  ingenious  figure  by  which  your  Pater- 
nity called  Venus  an  Idolatrefs.  Some  ig- 
norants  might  fuppofe  it  a  blunder,  think- 
ing this  meant  to  fay,  that  Venus  wor- 
shipped them  and  not  they  Venus,  and 
that  your  Paternity  ought  to  have  faid 
their  idolized  Venus.  But,  befides,  that  it 
would  not  then  have  run  in  heroic  mea- 

fure, 
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fure.  feigned  Venus  their  idolatrefs  concckud, 
which    was    what  your  Paternity   had   in 
view-1— and  let  it  be  obferved  by  the  way, 
that  one  of  the  graces  which  mod;  enchant 
me  in  the  elegant  ftyle  of  your  Paternity, 
is  the  multitude  of  lyric  and  heroic  lines 
of  which  it  is  made  up,  that  I   fomctimes 
almoft  think  that  I  am  hearing  a  piece  of 
poetry,  'bating  the  rhimes — 1  lay,   befides 
this  beauty,  another  would -have  been  loft 
which  fools  do  not  obferve,  nor  are  capa- 
ble of  obierving,  and  that  is  the  rhetorical 
figure  which  is  called — which  is  called — ' 
Lord  blefs.  me — which   is  called — I  don't 
know  what ;  but  which  teaches  us  to  ufe 
the  prefent  for  the  preterite,  the  active  for 
the  paflive  ;  and  thus  we  fay,  my  moft  loving 
friend,  for  my  moft  beloved  friend}  I  received 
your  obliged  letter,  for  your  obliging  letter  -? 
for  otherwife  it   would   be  faying  that  he 
did  him   a  favour  in    receiving   it,  which 
does  not  feem  to  me  to  be  either  modefty 
or   good-breeding.     Jn   the  fame   manner 
we  may  fay  elegantly  Venus  the  idolatrefs* 
for  the  idolized  Venus,  as  we  all  well  know, 
who  have   had  the  happinefs   of  fludying 
under  the  famous  preceptor  of  Villamun- 
dos;  and  upon  that  account  it  is  that   I 
have  all  the  rhetorical  figures  fo  at  my  fin- 
gers* 
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gcrs'  ends,  with  their  names,  marks,  and 
moles. 

But,  leaving  thefe  mintrteneffes  of  ex- 
cellence, as  I  was  going  on  with  my  ftory, 
I  fay,  that  "the  fable  of  the  Conception  of 
Venus,  for  the  myftery  of  :the  Conception 
of  Mary  feems  as  if  your  Paternity  had  in- 
vented it,  it  comes  fo  pat  to  the  purpofe. 
Nay,  I  fay  more,  that,  in  my  poor  judg- 
ment, the  valiant  claufe  with  which  your 
Paternity  applied  it  was  mere  matter  of 
fupererogation — 'The  peerlefs  parallel,  though 
fabulous,  of  the  miraculous  objetl  of  the  jo  ~ 
cund  rites  'with  which  the  holy  catholic  church 
celebrates  on  this  eighth  day  of  December,  the 
pajjive  Conception  of  Mary»  the  Venus  of  di- 
vine   love,    and    goddefs   of   the  beauty    of 
grace  ;    for  there   could   not  have   been  fo 
blind  an  understanding  in  the  whole  au- 
dience as  not  immediately   to  fee  the  pro- 
priety of  the  peerlefs  parallel,  without  the 
trouble  of  the  application.     Becaufe  it  is 
as  clear  as  water,  that  if  Venus  was  the 
mother  of  Love,    Mary    was  the  mother 
of    Love ;   that  if  Venus   was    conceived 
from   the  Spume  of  the  Egean  fea,  from 
the  fnowy  fpume  of  the  divine  Grace  was 
Mary  conceived  in  the  fea  of.  human  nature, 
as  your  Paternity  faid  a  little  farther  on  ; 

if 
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if  in  the  conception  of  Venus  the  three 
Graces  were  employed, oppofed to  theGraces, 
Mary  in  her  conception  was  ajfociated  with 
the  Hours,  the  Hours  and  the  Graces  being 
things  fo  fimilar  that  it  is  impofiible  to 
have  two  more  alike:  finally  if  Venus  was 
conceived  on  the  eighth  day  of  December, 
on  the  eigth  day  of  December  Mary  like- 
wife  was  conceived  ;  fo  that  the  parallel 
cannot  be  more  peerlefs  with  refpect  to 
thefe  four  properties  of  Maternity,  Spume, 
Graces,  and  Time.  And  as  to  the  fecond, 
in  which  the  fpume  of  the  Egean  fea  is 
compared  to  the  fnowy  fpume  of  the  Divine 
Grace,  there  is  in  it  fo  recondite  a  pro- 
priety that  it  is  not  eafy  to  hit  upon  the 
beauty  of  it  in  four  guelfes.  For  if  fpume 
is  no  other  than  wind  which  is  introduced 
into  water,  or  any  other  liquor,  more  or 
lefs  moved  and  agitated  by  the  fame  wind 
or  other  foreign  agent,  as  I  read  a  few 
days  ago  in  one  of  thofe  books  in  fafhion 
which  treat  of  fecrets  and  novelties,  it  i& 
as  clear  as  water  that  the  divine  Grace 
mud  be  very  fpumous,  and  it  mufl  necef- 
farily  be  a  fnowy  fpume,  which  dazzles  the 
fight.  Why  ?  why  becaufe  the  divine 
Grace  is  attributed  particularly  to  the  Holy 
Spirit ;  and  this,  it  is  well  known,  is  fome- 

times 
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times  a  mild  and  calm  air,  and  at  others 
an  impetuous  wind,  which  agitating  the 
divine  Grace  and  introducing  himfelf  at  the 
fame  time  into  her  divine  pores  and  inter- 
faces, muft  neceffarily  raife  a  fnowy  fpume 
of  mofl  dazzling  whitenefs  ,•  and  what  can 
be  more  proper  than  that  from  this  fnowy 
fpume  mould  be  conceived  the  Venus  of 
divine  love  ?  fo  that  really  there  cannot  be 
a  more  peerlefs  parallel. 

ts  So  it  appeared  to  mei  and  fo  I  defended 
it  alfo  againfi:  that  filly,  fanctified,  pfalm- 
finging  mule  Friar  Gonzalo,  who  fat  next 
me  and  made  wry  faces  at  hearing  it,  tell- 
ing me  afterwards  that  he  was  fcandalized 
at  it.  I  afked  him,  why  ?  and  the  block- 
head told  me,  becaufe  it  was  comparing 
the  Mother  of  Chaftity  with  the  Mother  of 
Filthinefs,  as  he  called  it  j  the  moft  clean 
woman  with  the  mofl  nafty ;  the  im- 
maculate conception  of  Mary  with  the 
fow-like  conception  of  Venus ;  the  divine 
Grace,  with  the  profane  Graces -,  becaufe 
Mary  was  (tiled,  The  Venus  of  divine  Love 
and  Goddefs  of  the  Beauty  of  Grace  3  and 
that,  befides  the  laft  proportion's  being  a 
formal  herefy,  all  the  reft  were  blafphe- 
mies,  fo  impious,  fo  facrilegious,  fo  unbe- 
coming  the  mouth   of   a   chriftian,    and 

Vol.  I.  Z  much 
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much  more  of  an  jlpojlolic  Preacher ,  as 
your  Paternity  fays  you  are,  often  (hewing 
your  title  in  full  form,  that  in  his  opinion 
the  fermon  deferved  to  be  burnt  -y  and  con- 
cluded with  faying,  that  if  it  was  in  his 
power  he  would  take  away  your  Paternity's 
licence  to  preach.  I  know  not  how  God 
prevented  me  from  well  flapping  that  com- 
punctious face  of  his ;  but  I  contented  my- 
felf  with  letting  him  know  that  "  honey 
"  was  not  made  for  the  mouth  of  an  afs,"  nor 
peerlefs  parallels  for  fuch  peerlefs  pumkins, 
and  turned  my  back  upon  him. 

"  But  now  we  talk  of  parallels,  for  the 
love  of  God  let  us  return  to  the  vernal pa- 
rallelof  St.  Benedict;  for  as  one  deep  call- 
eth  another,  and  as  I  am  fwallowed  up  with 
delight  in  all  thofe  of  your  Paternity,  I 
myfelf  interrupted  the  reading  of  it  with- 
out being  able  to  help  it.  I  remember  the 
beginning  was  about  the  God  of  mirth, 
whom  the  ancients  celebrated  on  the 
twenty-feventh  day  of  March,  reprefent- 
inghim  as  a  youth  ftark  naked  as  his  Mo- 
ther brought  him  forth,  much  crowned 
with  myrtle,  and  much  adorned  with 
wings,  ftretched  out  upon  the  grafs,  as  if 
we  mould  fay,  with  his  belly  to  the  fun; 
Puer  nudus,  alatus,  myrthoque  cofvnatus, 
6  qui 
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qui  humi  fedebat ;  and  laftly  that  the  man- 
ner of  celebrating  him  was  with  great 
laughter,  noife,  and  jollity;  Et  grandcs 
mirata  eft  Roma  cachinnos.  Afterwards 
your  Paternity  faid,  This  is  the  vernal  pa- 
rallel of  the  illujlrious  patriarch  St,  Be?iedi5l* 
But  before  we  go  any  farther,  pray,  Fa- 
ther, tell  me  what  is  the  meaning  of  ver- 
nal parallel,  for  I  co nfe fs  I  do  not  under- 
iland  it."  "  Phoo !  thou  Tom  Dingle! 
what  does  Ver  veris  fignify?"  *f  Ver  veris 
fignifies  the  fpring ;  for  fo  fays  the  gram- 
mar of  Lara,  which  I  fludied."  «'  Then, 
iimpleton,  vernal  parallel  means  the  fpring 
parallel,  as  in  the  fpring  the  feftival  of 
Mirth  was  celebrated,  and  fo  likevvife  is 
that  of  St.  Benedict.  And  here  you  fee 
how  the  circumftance  is  brought  in  art- 
fully, by  the  way,  of  this  celebration's  be- 
ing held  in  the  time  of  the  feftival  of 
flowers,  Vernis  intexens  fortius  arva;  for 
in  this  affair  of  carefully  bringing  in  all 
the  circumflances,  however  ridiculous  they 
may  be,  there  is  no  one,  though  I  fay  it, 
who  can  out-do  me." 

"  Now  I  underffcand  vernal  parallel,   faid 
Friar  Gerund,  but  ftill  I   want  the  appli- 
cation, to   know  what  iimilLtude  there  is 
between  St.   Benedict    and     the    God   of 
Z  2  mirth, 
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mirth,  and  between  the  feftival  of  the  one 
and  the  feftival  of  the  other."  "  Have  a 
little  patience,  continued  the  Predicador, 
thou  wilt  fee  prcfently.  And  as  to  the 
intire  likenefs  of  the  feftivals,  it  is  a  thing 
fo  clear,  that  a  blind  man  only  could  be 
at  a  lofs  for  it,  without  its  being  pointed 
out  ;  for  if  that  was  celebrated  in  the 
fpring,  in  the  fpring  is  this  celebrated  ;  if 
that  on  the  twenty-feventh  day  of  March, 
iuft  exactly  on  the  fame  day  is  this  ap- 
pointed ;  if  that  in  the  fields,  this  on  a 
hill ;  if  flowers  were  there,  flowers  are 
here  ;  if  people  at  that,  people  at  this  ; 
and  in  fine,  if  there  was  great  laughter  at 
that,  this  by  no  means  falls  fhort,  fince 
nothing  is  heard  throughout  the  place, 
and  even  in  the  hermitage  itfelf,  during 
the  fermon,  if  the  preacher  has  any  thing 
of  fait,  but  the  greateft  laughter,  Et  gran- 
ges mirata  ejl  Roma  cachinnos"  ".  Now  I 
fee,  faid  Friar  Gerund,  that  the  feftivals 
are  as  like  as  one  egg  is  like  another  j  and 
now  too  I  difcover  the  key  to  apply  any 
thing  which  has  ever  happened  in  the 
world  at  the  fame  feafon  and  on  the  very 
fame  clay  of  the  feiiival  for  which  the 
fermon  (ball  be  preached,  be  it  what  it 
will. 

!?  But, 
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*'  But,  pray  tell  me,  how  the  deuce  could 
your  Paternity  marry  the  mod  afcetic  and 
auftere  St.  Benedict  with  the  God  of 
Mirth  ?"  "  With  the  greateft  facility  in 
the  world,"  anfwered  Friar  Bias.  *'  Does 
not  the  hiflory  fay  that  the  faint,  when  he 
was  but  fifteen  years  old,  left  Rome,  went 
out  into  the  defert,  hid  himfelf  amongfl 
the  ruggednefTes  of  the  mountain  Sublaco, 
buried  himfelf  in  a  deep  cave  or  kind  of 
well ;  that  he  there  inflicted  upon  himfelf 
the  moft  fevere  penance  for  the  fpace  of 
three  years  ;  that  he  fufFered  cruel  tempta- 
tions from  the  devil  -,  that  he  rolled  him- 
felf amongft  the  briars  'till  he  left  them  all 
bloody  ;  that  he  fed  only  on  bread  and 
water,  carried  him  once  a  week  by  a 
monk  called  Romanus,  letting  it  down  to 
him  by  a  rope,  'till  at  the  end  of  the  three 
years  a  good  prieft  came,  by  divine  Reve- 
lation, to  feek  him,  bringing  him  favoury 
meat,  and  telling  him  that  he  mould  eat 
it  becaufe  it  was  Eafter-funday,  which  the 
young  Saint  knew  nothing  of  ?  Then  what 
can  be  more  like  the  God  of  Mirth  than 
St.  Benedict  in  this  paffage  of  his  life  ? 
That  a  youth,  this  a  boy  ;  that  in  the 
fields,  this  in  the  defert  j  that  ftretched 
out  upon  the  grafs,  this  in  the  well ;  that 
Z  3  naked, 
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naked,  this  badly  cloathed,  and  when  he 
rolled  himfelf  amongft  the  briars  as  naked 
as  he  was  born  ;  that  crowned  with 
flowers,  this  covered  with  thorns;  and 
finally  that  celebrated  at  Eafter,  and  this 
regaling  himfelf  at  the  fame  time  with 
what  the  good  prieft  had  brought  him. 
Now  fee  if  the  Vernal  parallel  can  be  more 
complete.  For  as  to  the  reft,  though 
the  God  of  Mirth  be  a  God  of  jollity  and 
enjoyment,  of  quips,  and  cranks,  and 
wanton  "wiles,  and  St.  Benedict  in  the 
defert  was  a  frightful  example  of  penitence 
and  mortification  and  lively  image  of  ex- 
tremeit  wretchednefs,  yet  that  fignifies 
not  a  flraw  to  the  fubjedt;  becaufe  neither 
parallels,  (though  they  be  Vernal)  nor 
fimilies,  nor  comparifons  are  to  run  upon 
all  four." 

Friar  Bias  was  now  about  to  purfue  the 
reading  of  his  fermon  when  he  was  fur- 
prized  by  a  violent  knocking  at  his  cell- 
door;  and  though  at  firft  he  determined 
not  to  open  it,  yet  as  it  was  the  Father 
Prior  who  knocked,  calling  to  him  loudly 
at  the  fame  time  and  telling  him  who  it 
was,  and  that  he  knew  he  was  within, 
theie  was  no  efiiling,  and  his  determina- 
tion   was  given   up.      The   Father   Prior 

entered 
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entered    the  cell    and   meeting  with  Friar 
Gerund    in  it,  afked    him  rather  ferioufly 
what    he   did   there   lofing   his    time,  and 
why  he  did    not   mind   his   ftudies  ?  Friar 
Gerund,  not   in   the   lead:   difturbed,  told 
him   that  he  was  come   on  fome  buiinefs 
from  his  mother,  to  bring  the  Father  Pre- 
dicador  the  money  for  three  maffes  which 
he  was   to  take   care   to   have  laid  at    the 
altar  of  St.   Benedict  on   the  Hill,  becaufe 
fhe  had   been    brought  to  bed   of  a   child 
which   had    a    rupture,  and  the  Saint,  in 
that   image   of    him   is    faid    to  do   great 
things  for  children  fufFering  this  complaint. 
V  And  what  have  you   in  this   ileeve" — 
feeing  it  more  bulky  than  ordinary.     Here 
Friar  Bias  readily  put  in  his   oar,   "  They 
are  fome   fweetmeats  I  gave  him   to  fend 
for  me  to  his  two  couiins,  the  *  Familiar 
of  Cojeces's  daughters  who  the  other  day 
made  me  a  prefent  of  two  pair  of  under- 
ftockings."     Neither  of  the    anfwers  were 
very  fatisfactory  to   the   Father  Prior,  but 


*  A  Familiar  of  the  Inquifition.  Even  people  of 
rank  look  upon  this  title  as  an  honour  ;  none  being  ad- 
mitted to  it  but  who  make  it  appear  that  they  are  old 
and  pure  blooded  chriitians ;  that  is,  not  descended 
from  Moors  or  Jews.  It  is  little  more  than  a  titular 
office.  There  are  other  ramiiiars,  in  pay  ;  the  fervants 
of  tr^e  Inquifition. 

Z  4  as 
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as  he  was  a  good-natured  man  he  lc| 
them  pafs,  and  contenting  himfelf  with 
telling  Gerund  he  mould  be  more  dili- 
gent and  keep  his  cell  better,  fent  him 
to  it,  and  remained  himfelf  with  the 
Father  Predicador  Mayor,  treating  on  the 
bufinefs  about  which  he  came  ;  but  of 
what  kind  it  was  there  are  no  traces  to 
be  found  in  the  archives  of  the  convent, 
or  in  the  exact  documents  whence  this 
nioft  punctual  hiftory  has  been  drawn; 
which  mews  fufficiently  that  it  could 
not  be  a  matter  of  much  importance, 
or,  at  leaft  not  any  in  which  the  hiftory 
is  concerned. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.     V. 

friar   Gerund  f  reaches  his  Jirjl  fermon  in 
the  refeclory  of  the  convent  t  inferts  in  it 
a  moft  curious  falutation,    and  quits  his 
Jiudies. 

THERE  was  in  that  town — -the  fa- 
gacious  and  penetrating  reader  will 
know  at  once  that  we  are  fpeaking  of  the 
town  in  which  the  convent  flood — There 
was  then  in  that  town  a  capable,  clever, 
fprightly  Beneficiary,  though  of  mature 
age,  as  he  was  between  forty  and  fifty 
years  old.  He  had  ftudied  Theology  and 
fuch  Philofophy  as  is  in  ufe  in  Spain, 
with  fo  much  credit  and  applaufe  that  he 
had  gained  by  competition  one  of  the  beit 
livings  in  the  gift  of  the  university  of  To- 
ledo -,  but  upon  finding  the  country  did 
not  agree  with  him,  he  had  refigned  it  to 
one  who  paid  him  a  penfion  out  of  it,  and 
had  retired  to  his  native  place,  where  he 
had  a  tolerable  benefice  or  fmecure,  with 
which  and  the  penfion  he  lived  very  de- 
cently.    He  was  of  very  correct  manners, 

and 
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and  a  grave  and   ferious   ecclefiaftical  de- 
portment, but  at  the  fame  time  of  a  fe(- 
tive  and  jovial   genius,  which   conciliated 
to  him   the  efteem   and   love  of  all.     He 
was  much  given    to  tiic   exercife   of  the 
confelilonal,  and  now   and   then   preached 
a  fermon  with  judgment,  piety,  and  zeal ; 
for  he  was  very  fond  of  the  works  of  the 
Fad.  ■■-    Segneri  and  Bourdaloue,  whom  he 
endea\  ourcd  to   imitate   in   their  fermons, 
panegyrical  and  moral ;    and  as  he  under- 
stood  the    Italian    and    French  languages 
pretty  well,  he   had   in   each    fome  other 
volumes  of  the  belt  fermons.     But  he  did 
not  fufFer  himfelf  to  be  fo  totally  taken  up 
by  the  ftudy  of  facred  and  ferious  matters 
as  not  to   make   an  excurfion    frequently 
into  more   rlowery  paths,  efpecially  in  the 
quarter  of  criticifm,   for  his   direction    in 
which    he    had    fome   felect  books   in  his 
net  copious  but  chofen  library. 

He  was  much  efteemed  by  all  the  grave 
fathers  of  the  convent,  and  often  vifited 
their  cells  with  friendly  familiarity.  He 
had  heard  them  many  times  lament  the 
fatal  extravagance  of  the  Predicador  Mayor, 
and  the  harm  he  did  by  his  example  and 
a'^furd  maxims  to  the  young  collegians, 
and  particularly  to   the   mod  candid    and 

fimple 
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iimple  Friar  Gerund,  10  perfuaded  by  him. 
that  in  order  to  be  a   g^eat   pitcher  there 
was  no  occufion  for  philofophy,  theology, 
or  any  fuch  fluff,  that  he  had  imbibed  the 
utmoft  horror  for  all  lchuiaftic  ftudies,  to 
which  he  could  not  be   brought  to   apply, 
neither  by  private  admonition    nor   public 
reprehenfion,    neither    by  confinement   to 
bread  and  water,  nor  by  difcipiine,  or  any 
other  chaftifements  of  holy  ufe  in  the  com- 
munity.    To   this   they   would  add,    that 
he  would  have  been  fent  from  his  ftudies 
ignominioufiy,    had   he    net   at    the  fame 
time  had  fome  amiable  qualities,  and  had 
he  not  been  adopted    by  the  Father  Pro- 
vincial,   who    had    given   him  the   facred 
habit,  and,  above  all,  had  it   not  been  for 
the  refpedt  due  to  his  good  parents,  who, 
though  no  more  than  honefl:  farmers,  and 
not  very  rich,  were  fome  of  the  moft  de- 
vout and  profitable  brethren  to  the  order. 

Upon  one  of  thefe  occasions,  when  two 
of  the  grave  fathers  were  fpeaking  with 
the  greater!:  vehemence  and  companion 
upon  this  fubjeel:,  the  Beneficiary  faid, 
<l  Well,  Father  Mailers,  as  for  the  cure 
of  the  Predicador  Mayor,  I  cannot  venture 
to  attempt  ir,  as  I  lock  upon  it  as  delpz- 
rate  :  the  difeafe  is  io  rooted  in   him  that 

it 
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it  is  become  nature,  and  the  patient  fa 
wedded  to  his  evil,  that  he  would  prefent- 
]y  fend  any  one  about  his  bufinefs,  who 
fhould  offer  to  remove  it.  But  as  to  Friar 
Gerund,  it  is  another  thing  ;  the  malady 
is  with  him  yet  in  its  beginning,  nor  is 
the  fortrefs  fo  impregnable  ;  however 
nihil  tent ajfe  nocebit.  lam  neither  confi- 
dent, nor  defpairing  ;  but  what  fhall  we 
lefe  by  the  attempt  ?  Now,  then,  to  God 
and  to  good  luck  !  Away  I  go  without 
lofs  of  time" — and  fo  faying,  the  good 
man  took  himfelf  directly  to  the  cell  of 
Friar  Gerund.  Here  he  endeavours  by 
various,  forcible,  and  convincing  argu- 
ments, to  make  him  fenfible  of  the  abfo- 
lute  neceflity  of  his  being  acquainted  in 
fome  degree  with  fcholaftic  learning,  and 
after  having  well  wearied  himfelf  with  his 
friendly  and  zealous  labours,  Gerund  tells 
him  with  great  candour  and  coolnefs,  that 
God  never  intended  him  for  a  profefTor's 
chair,  but  for  the  pulpit,  and  that  he  will 
as  much  apply  to  fcholaftic  fludies  as  it 
now  rains  pack-faddles.  To  which  the 
Beneficiary  replies,  that  if  it  mould  rain 
pack-faddles  every  one  would  be  ill-fpent 
which  did  not  fall  upon  the  back  of  fuch 
$n  afs  as  his  worfhip,  and  takes  his  leave. 

In 
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In  fhoft  there  was  no  remedy  for  it ; 
for  Friar  Gerund  had  firmly  and  finally 
determined  in  his  own  mind,  that  he 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  philofo- 
phical  matters,  and  that  as  to  theological> 
the  articles  of  Faith  were  fufficient  for 
him,  and  thefe  he  had  already,  even  from 
his  baptifm.  The  Hope  of  falvation,  at 
leaft  per  modum  hereditatis,  could  not  be 
wanting  to  him.  And  Charity  we  ought 
pioufly  to  fuppofe  him  endued  with,  as  he 
appeared  to  be  a  good  Religious,  excepting 
his  freaks  and  his  fancies,  which  really 
might  exift  without  much  prejudice  to  his 
confeience. 

Now  as  all  their  Reverences,  the  Seniors 
of  the  Community,  faw  him  fo  abhorrent 
from  philofophy,  and  fo  ftirHy  refolved 
not  to  ftudy  theology — fince  in  order  to 
be  a  conventual  preacher  and  to  preach  as 
many  others  did,  with  much  applaufe, 
many  followers,  and  no  inconfiderable 
emolument,  he  faid  there  was  no  occaiion 
for  them  ;  and  i'faith  in  this  he  had  rea- 
fon  in  fulled  meafure,  prefTed  down  and 
running  over — and  obferving  on  the  other 
hand  that  he  (hewed  great  fprightlinefs  and 
improveable  parts,  that  he  had  a  good 
voice,    eafy   gefture,   handfome    prefence, 

and 
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and  a  neat,  clean,  agreeable  perfon,  verg- 
ing almoft  upon  beautiful,  knowing  the 
vehemence  of  inclination  by  which  he  was 
drawn  towards  the  pulpit,  and  thinking 
that  if  he  were  provided  with  fome  good 
difcourfes,  of  which  there  were  many  in 
the  convent,  left  *  by  famous  preachers, 
he  might  in  the  end  turn  out  no  difcredit 
to  the  order,  they  were  upon  thefe  confi- 
derations  gracioufly  difpofed  to  conde- 
scend to  his  deiires.  But  full  they  thought 
it  e>  ..client  to  have  fome  experiment  of 
w!  t  might  be  hoped  for  from  his  preach- 
talents. 

It  is  a  laudable  cuftom  in  convents  to 
exeicife  the  ftudeirifS  in  domeftic  difcourfes, 
which  are  to  be  compofed  in-  a  limited 
time,  and  preached  before  the  community 
only,  during  their  repafr.  in  the  refeclory  -, 
by  which  a  field  is  given  for  each  to  dif- 
play  his  talent?,  and  a  facility  of  fpeaking 
in  pul.Iic  acquired.  There  is  a  difference 
in  the  practice  of  this  cuftom  in  different 
convents  ;  but  in  that  of  our  Friar  Gerund 
it   bc'^nged   exclufively  to  the   Predicador 

*  Whatever  a  Religious  dies  pofTeffed  of  is  inherited 
by  the-  Apoitolic  Chamber ;  but  in  ordinary  cafes  the 
Superiors  have  ufually  a  faculty  from  the  Pope  to  difpofc 
of  their  effects. 

Mayor, 
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Mayor,  advifed  by  the  Superior,  to  ap- 
point the  refectory-preacher,  and  give  him 
the  fubject  of  his  difcourfe,  with  whatever 
circiimjlaiues  he  may  think  proper,  fo  that 
they  be  fuch  as  are  ufual  in  fermons,  and 
of  all  which  notice  mud  necefTarily  be 
taken  in  the  falutation. 

Scarcely,  then,  was  Friar  Bias  returned 
from  preaching  his  famous  fermon  of  St. 
Benedict  upon  the  Hill  at  Cevico  de  la 
Torre  when  he  came,  according  to  order, 
to  prefent  himfelf  to  the  Father  Prior  and 
take  his  Benedicite.  The  ufual  queftions 
being  afked,  of  how  he  had  parTed  his 
time,  how  the  Mayor-domos  had  behaved, 
how  much  he  had  got  by  his  fermon, 
what  he  had  had  to  eat  and  drink,  and  if 
he  had  brought  any  maiTes  for  the  con- 
vent -,  and  Friar  Bias  having  anfwered  ail, 
producing  in  concluiion  two  hundred 
reals  *  for  an   hundred   maiTes    to   be  faid 

*  When  a  fum  of  Reals  is  fpoken  of,  we  are  to  tm- 
derftand  Reales  de  Fellon,  fo  called  from  being  anciently 
(lamped  with  the  figure  of  a  fleece,  which  the  word 
Vellon  fignifies.  It  is  now  an  imaginary  fpecies,  or  only 
money  of  account,  and  about  the  value  of  three-pence. 
A  fingle  Real,  a  filter  coin,  is  worth  about  fix-pence. 
Thirty-four  Maravedh  make  a  Real  de  Vellon,  and  fixty- 
four  a  Real  de  Plata,  or  filver  Real.  The  P/laravedi  is- 
imaginary  ;  four  of  them  make  a  Quarto,  ibmething  lefs 
than  our  halfpenny. 

by 
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by  the  convent,  and  eighty  more  for 
twenty  others  which  his  very  Reverend 
Paternity  was  himfelf  to  fay  at  the  rate  of 
four  Reals  apiece  ;  all  being  heard  and  re- 
ceived with  wonderful  benignity  by  the 
moft  affable  fuperior,  who,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  re-confirmed  to  his  brother  Bias  the 
general  licence  he  had  given  him,  that, 
during  his  government,  he  fhould  accept, 
with  the  blelling  of  God,  as  many  fermons 
as  were  offered  him,  and  concluded  with 
faying*  "  There,  go,  go,  Father  Predi- 
cador,  to  untuck  *  and  refrefh  yourfelf  in 
your  cell ;  and,  before  I  forget  it,  pray 
appoint  Friar  Gerund  to  a  refectory- 
fermon  which  may  have  fome  circum- 
ftances ;  but  I  declare  againlf  the  Father 
Predicador's  compofing  it;  let  him  work 
it  intirely  himfelf  j  for  as  this  lad  has  fo 
ardent  a  longing  for  the  pulpit,  we  have  a 
.mind  to  fee  what  he  can  do  en  his  own 
bottom." 

In  an  ancient  manufcript  of  the  convent 
it  is  found  noted  in  the  margin,  that  Friar 
Bias,  at  receiving  this  charge  of  the  Supe- 
rior, and  difcovering  through  it  that  they 

*  The  habit  being  tucked  np  is  a  particular  manner 
for  riding. 

4  had 
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had  really  and  actually  deftined  his  be- 
loved Gerund  for  the  pulpit,  the  perpetual 
fubjedt  of  their  words  and  vvifhes  in  their 
clofe-fhut  cells,  was  fo  exceedingly  de- 
lighted, that,  in  the  firft  gufli  of  his  joy, 
he  had  thrufr.  his  hand  into  his  pocket 
in  order  to  take  out  the  doublon  he  had 
been  paid  for  his  fermon  and  prefent  it  to 
the  Prior;  but,  thinking  better  of  it  in 
the  fame  inftant,  took  out  his  handkerchief, 
wiped  his  nofe,  promifed  punctually  to  obey 
his  commands,  and  took  an  hafty  leave. 

In  his  riding  trim   as  he  was,  before  he 
went  to   his  own  cell,  he  flew  to  that  of 
Gerund,    whom  he  found   in   it,    not  at 
prayers,    threw   himfelf  over  him,    gave 
him  an  hundred  embraces,  and  only  faid, 
'*  Come,  my  boy,  come  to  my    cell,  for 
I    bring   thee  a  biihoprick  !"  Gerund  joy- 
fully accompanied  him,  and   afked  by  the 
way,  "  Well,  dear  Father,  and    how    did 
the  vernal    parallel    go    off?"  "  Heavenly, 
my    fon,  heavenly!"  anfwered    the   Predi- 
cador,  (i  And    that  of  Et  grandes  mirata 
eft  Roma   cacbinnos  f9    "  To     my    heart's 
fondeft   wifh,  my  friend,  for  the   Hermi- 
tage was  ready  to  crack   with  their  burfls 
of  laughter."     "  And  I    know   that    the, 
Fuer  nudus,    alatus,    myrthoque   coronatus, 
Vol.  I.  A  a  qui 
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qui  humi  fedebat  would  be  very  (hiking  ?n 
fl  What  do  you  talk  of  ftriking  !  It  gave 
fuch  a  club-like  blow  that  a  Bachelor  of 
Siguenza  faid  publicly  at  table  he  had 
heard  above  a  thoufand  fermons  on  St* 
Benedict,  but  a  thing  fo  proper  to  repre- 
sent the  Saint  when  he  rolled  himfelf 
amongfl:  the  briars  had  he  never  heard." 
"  Above  a  thoufand  !"  faid  Gerund.  "  Ay, 
ay,"  replied  the  Predicador,  "  that  is  to 
be  underftood  with  two  aughts  more  or 
lefs." 

With  this  converfation*  they  entered  the 
cell  of  Friar  Bias,  who  put  himfelf  in 
order,  combed  his  circle  of  hair  and  fore- 
top,  took  out  of  the  cup-board  fome  bif- 
cuits  and  a  flafk  of  wine  which  they  both 
faluted ;  and  as  foon  as  the  lafl  gulp 
was  paffed  Gerund's  gnllet,  he  afked  him 
impatiently  what  biihoprick  he  brought 
him. 

£?  What  bimoprick  do  I  bring  thee  ! 
faid  Friar  Bias  in  great  glee,  why  the  Prior 
has  given  me  to  underftand  that  they  in- 
tend to  take  thee  from  thy  ltudies  and 
make  thee  a  preacher.  Can  there  be  a 
better  bifhoprick  for  thee  ?  If  thou  obtain 
this,  thou  wilt  live,  I  won't  fay  like  a 
Bilhop,  but   like   an   Arch-deacon ;  efpe- 

cially 
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daily  with  the  rules  which  I  fhall  give 
thee  in  time."  "  Father  Predicador,  what 
do  you  fay !"  exclaimed  Gerund.  "  I  fay 
what  I  fay,"  anfwered  the  Predicador.  "  He 
told  me  that  I  mould  immediately  appoint 
thee  a  refeclory-fermon,  and  that  I  mould 
not  compofe  it  for  thee,  becaufe  as  thou 
fhew'ft  fo  much  inclination  to  Sermo  Jer- 
monis  and  fo  little  to  Ergo  and  Syllogifmus, 
they  have  a  mind  to  fee  what  may  be 
reaped,  or  what  crop  may  be  hoped  for, 
from  the  field  of  thy  own  brain.  And  fo, 
my  friend,  hands  to  their  work;  for  I, 
at  leaft  in  this  fermon,  am  not  to  tell  thee 
a  word,  but  am  to  leave  thee  to  walk  in- 
tirely  in  the  paths  of  thy  own  heart. 
When  thou  haft  pafTed  this  fiery  trial,  it 
will  be  another  thing ;  for  my  papers  mall 
be  thine  as  thy  fame  will  be  mine." 

In  the  fame  ancient  manufcript  with 
the  late-mentioned  note  is  found  another, 
which  fays  in  this  manner  "  Friar  Gerund 
was  aflonimed  at  receiving  this  informa- 
tion, and  fo  over-powered  with  joy  that 
he  ftood  motionlefs,  as  if  befide  himfelf, 
for  the  fpace  in  which  three  or  four  Credos 
[the  Creed]  might  be  deliberately  re- 
hearfed."  As  foon  as  he  came  to  himfelf 
he  threw  his  arms  round  the  Predicador' s 
A  a  2  neck, 
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neck,  and  faid,  "  Well  then,  deareft  and 
bed:  of  Fathers !  let  us  make  all  defpatch, 
and  give  me  now  the  fubject  I  am  to 
preach  upon ;  though  I  fay  an  hundred 
abfurdities,  yet  no  one  is  to  give  me  one 
ftroke  of  his  pen  ;'  it  is  all  to  come  out  of 
my  own  noddle;  and  I  believe  that  neither 
the  choice  of  matter,  nor  the  manner  of 
faying  it  will  create  diflatisfaction,  though 
it  may  not  fo  well  become  me  to  foretell 
it :"  and  in  faying  this,  up  he  got  upon  a 
chair  or  ftool  (for  on  this  point  there  is  a 
difference  in  the  legends,  and  authors  are 
not  agreed)  fet  his  cowl  in  order,  put  the 
two  firft  fingers  of  his  right  hand  between 
his  neck  and  the  collar  of  his  habit  which 
he  (hook  and  pulled  forward  to  majce  room 
for  the  better  playing  of  his  pipes;  looked 
with  majeflic  difdain  round  the  cell ;  then 
took  out  his  handkerchief,  and  founded  his 
horn  with  authority ;  thundered  out  the 
"  Praifed,  glorified,  &c."  with  a  grave  and 
fonorous  voice;  crofTed  himfelf  magifte- 
rially  with  an  extended  hand ;  took  for 
his  text  Caro  mea  vere  ejl  cibus,  &  Jangnis 
mens  vcre  eft  potus,  adding,  Ex  Eva7igetica 
leciiGne  capite  tertio  decimo,  and  broke  out 
into  this  moft  curious  fentence  which  he 
thought  a  great  thing  in  a  Refectory-fer- 

mon 
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mon  of  a  friend  of  his,  and  had  gotten  by 
heart.  "  In  endeavouring  to  reduce  to 
order  the  inequalities  of  my  rude  ideas,  I 
began  to  ftretch  the  lines  of  my  difcourfe, 
directing  the  firft  hints  of  my  imagination 
to  the  founding  the  myfterious  depths  of 
Evangelical  compofition. 

"  Caro  meal  How  elegant  is  the  pro- 
phet!" And  becoming  fuddenly  filent, 
becaufe  he  remembered  no  more,  he  pro- 
ceeded with  much  agitation  preaching  a 
dumb  fermon,  imitating  all  the  actions, 
geflures,  and  poftures  which  he  had  ob- 
ferved  in  preachers  and  had  mod  approved, 
and  was  fo  entirely  abforbed  in  this  buiinefs 
that  even  the  Predicador  Mayor  was 
ftretched  out  upon  the  floor  of  that  cell  of 
his,  and  ready  to  be  ftrangled  with  laugh- 
ing, till  at  laft  he  began  to  fear  that  poor 
Friar  Gerund  was  actually  run  mad. 

About  an  hour  did  this  filent  demon- 
ftration  of  his  oratorical  abilities  continue, 
in  which  fpace  of  time  the  zealous  youth 
fo  (hook  and  tofled  his  poor  body,  with 
fuch  motions,  with  fuch  poftures,  with 
fuch  violent  convulfions,  fometimes  crof- 
ling  his  arms,  at  others  opening  them, 
and  ftretching  them  horizontally  to  theic 
lUmoft  extenfion,  his  whole  figure  re- 
A  a  3  prefenting 
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preienting  a  crofs,  now  threatening  to 
throw  himfelf  headlong  over  the  pulpit, 
then  reclining  ftiffly  with  his  back  againft 
the  wall,  one  while  flicking  his  arms  a 
kimbo  with  infinite  fatisfa&ion,  another 
he  appeared  a  St.  Vincent  Ferror  as  he  is 
reprefented  to  us  in  his  picture,  with  an 
uplifted  arm  and  finger  pointing  to  the 
fkies,  till  in  fhoit  he  was  as  well  fweated 
and  exhaufted  as  if  he  had  preached  in 
earneft  5  and  he  found  it  neceiTary  to  have 
recourfe  again  to  the  flaflc  and  renew  his 
fuit  to  the  bifcuits,  which  he  did  too  with 
the  greater  pleafure  as  this  is  a  ceremony 
which  confhntly  takes  place  upon  the  de- 
livery of  a  fermon. 

After  he  had  fetched  his  breath  and 
was  recovered  fomewhat  from  his  fatigue, 
and  after  the  Predicador  Mayor  was  re- 
covered likewife  from  the  exagitation  he 
had  fuffered  from  his  rifible  faculty  during 
this  extraordinary  function,  fays  the  latter, 
e  It  is  certain,  brother  Gerund,  and  no 
one  can  deny  that  thou  poiTeiTeu:  a  won- 
derful talent;  efpecially  fome  of  thy 
actions  are  fo  excellent  that  better  cannot 
be  devifed;  and  though  thou  fpoked'ft  not 
a  word,  I  faw  clearly  what  thou  meaned'ft 
to  fay  by  them.     It  feems  as  if  thou  had'il 

fermon  s 
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fcrmons  in  thy  hands,  and  choice  ones 
too,  Co  eloquently  do  they  talk.  And  here 
comes  in  like  a  pearl  what  the  wife  man 
fays,  In  mann  ill'ius  nos  &  fermones  noftri. 
For  though  in  reality  he  fpeaks  there  of 
another  thing,  yet  who  (hall  prevent  my 
applying  it  to  one  very  different  when  a 
text  offers  fo  invitingly  and  cries,  Come 
take  me  r  But  to  the  bufinefs :  I  will 
now  give  thee  a  fubjecl:  to  preach  on  and 
the  circumftances  thou  art  to  note. 

"  Thou  know'ft  that  in  Trinity  parifh 
there  is  a  chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Ann, 
which  belongs  to  the  fraternity  of  the 
Saint,  to  whom  the  faid  fraternity  cele- 
brates a  folemn  feftival  :  Thou  know'ft 
that  this  year  the  Mayor  Domos  are  Don 
Louis  Flores  and  Don  Francifco  Romero, 
the  Regidors  *  of  that  town ;  and  laftly 
thou  know'ft  that  thefe  gentlemen  drove 
away  fome  whores  who  came  to  fettle 
themfelves  in  it  ;  a  work  without  doubt 
very  pleaiing  to  God  and  to  all  good 
chriftians.  This  is  the  fubjecl,  and  thefe 
the  circumftances  which  thou  muft  not 
fail  to  touch  upon.  But  eight  days  are 
allowed  thee,  that   being  the  limit  of  the 


*  Civil  Officers. 
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order :  thou  haft  no  time  to  lofe ;  to  thy 
work,  then,  my  friend,  and  God  be  with 
thee !" 

Perchance,    reader,    thou   mayeft    have 
feen  a  rocket,  which,  peaceably  fufpended 
between    two    nails    on    an   upright    pod, 
upon  having  hre  applied  to  its  little  ticklifh 
tail,  has  in  an  inflant  left  its  quiet' ftation 
and  mounted   to    the    fublimefl  region   of 
the   ikies  j  and   that   fame  dangling   flick, 
which    lately  hung  almoft  to  the  ground, 
now   reared  terrific,  alarms   the   very  con- 
ftellationsj  infomuch  that  the  Virgin  haf- 
tily  covers  her  countenance  with  her  hand, 
left  it  mould  pierce  it  and  undo  her,  that 
is,  left  it  fhould  put   out  one  of  her  eyes 
and    fpoil    her    beauty.      Juft    exactly   fo 
then,  neither  more  nor  lefs,  did  our  Friar 
Gerund   fpring    rapidly   from   the    cell    of 
the   Predicador  Mayor    up   to  the    library 
of  the  convent.     There  he  loaded  him- 
ielf  with    the   Polyglott  Bible  of   Alcala, 
with   the    Concordance   of  Zamora,    with 
the  Theatrum  Vitae    Humanae   of  Beyer- 
link,    with  the    Saturnalia   of  Macrobius, 
with    the  Mythology  of  Rabillus  Textor, 
with  the  Symbolical  World   of  Picinelus, 
with  the  Mythological    Kalendars  of  Reu- 
inero,    Tamayus,    Mafculus  and  Rofinus, 
6  which 
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which  were  the  books  and  the  Holy  Fa- 
thers which  he  had  feen  the  good  man 
Friar  Bias  turn  over  when  he  had  a  fermon 
to  compofe.  It  is  not  to  be  told  what  he 
read,  what  he  contemplated,  what  he 
ran  through  in  thofe  eight  days,  nor  the 
innumerable  ideas  which  crouded  upon 
that  unquiet  and  turbulent  imagination, 
all  (hiving  which  mould  be  moft  extrava- 
gant and  perplexed.  But  nothing  did  he 
read,  fee,  or  underftand,  but  what  came 
like  a  pearl  to  his  fubjec~t,  either  as  a  fi- 
mile,  comparifon,  or  text.  He  noted, 
renoted,  blotted  out,  and  added,  till  at 
length  after  three  foul  copies,  he  produced 
a  fermon  as  fair  as  a  flower.  He  went 
over  it,  ftudied  it,  a&ed  it,  and  rehearfed 
the  preaching  a  thoufand  times  in  his  cell 
upon  all  the  lumber  there  was  in  it,  upon 
the  chair,  upon  the  flool,  upon  the  table, 
upon  the  bench,  and  upon  the  bed.  But, 
two  days  before  the  function,  when  the 
man  whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  waken  the 
brethren  and  bring  them  a  light,  came  into 
his  cell  he  found  Friar  Gerund  in  his 
fliirt  upon  the  tarima  or  raifed  part  of  the 
floor,    powerfully  preaching  in  his  fleep, 

not  knowing  what  he  was  about. 

■ 

As 


362        The    HISTORY    of 

As  thcfe  things  had  got  wind  in  the 
convent,  great  was  the  expectation  and 
defire  of  the  whole  community  to  hear 
him.  At  length  arrived  the  dawn  of  the 
great,  the  important  day,  when*  before 
all  things,  our  Friar  Gerund  was  fo  fhaved, 
and  combed,  and  fmugged,  and  fpruced, 
that  it  was  a  delight  to  behold  his  face. 
He  that  day  hanfelled  a  new  habit,  which 
he  had  defired  his  mother  to  fend  him  for 
the  purpofe,  begging  earneftly  that  fhe 
would  be  fure  to  iron  the  folds  well,  that 
they  might  lie  fmooth  and  handfome,  that 
he  might  cut  the  more  refpeclable  figure, 
as  this  gives  a  mighty  grace  to  the  gar- 
ment ;  and  moreover  he  defired  fhe  would 
not  fail  to  let  him  have  two  good  yard- 
wide  handkerchiefs,  one  white  and  the 
other  coloured,  as  they  were  both  very 
necefiary  pieces  of  furniture  for  the  en- 
trance. The  good  Catania  fent  every  thing 
with  a  thonfand  loves,  and  with  but  one 
condition,  which  was,  that,  as  (he  could 
not  hear  him,  he  mould  fend  in  return  a 
copy  of  the  fermon,  that  it  might  be  read 
by  the  parfon  of  the  parifh,  and  his  god- 
father the  licentiate  Quixano. 

The  hour  being  come,  and  the  bell  rung 
for  dinner,  there  was  not  abfent  that  day 

from 
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from  the  refectory    not  even    the  lowefl: 
lay-brother  of  the  community,    becauie, 
in  reality,    they  all  loved  Friar   Gerund, 
as  well  for  his  good  genius  as  his   liberal 
difpofition,  and  likewife  becaufe  their  cu- 
riofity  was  whetted  by  feeing  in  him  fuch 
a  rage  for  the  pulpit,  in    which  they   all 
underftood      rightly    enough    that    there 
was  more   innocence   than  malice,  or  de- 
fire  of  leading  an   idle  life.     He  mounted 
the  pulpit,  then,  with  a  graceful   air  and 
prefented   himfelf   with  fuch  a  confident 
and  unembarraffed   countenance,  that   the 
very  Predicador  Mayor  himfelf  almoft,  be- 
gan to  envy  him.     He  threw  a  pair  of  dif- 
dainful     glances,    with    affected    majefty, 
on  all  fides   the  refectory,    and  obferving 
the  indifpenfable  prolegomena  of  making 
fucceflively  in  the  air  his  pair  of  handker- 
chiefs, white  and  red,  and  founding  the 
trumpet  in  Sion,  he  began  with  a  hollow 
and  guttural  voice  to  found  the  "  Praifed, 
glorified,  and   bleffed   be  the  holy  facra- 
ment,"  concluding  with,  "  In  the  firft  in- 
ftant  of  its  moft  pure  facred  being  and  na- 
tural   animation"-— a   claufe,    which    had 
always  flruck   him  forcibly.     He  crofted 
himfelf  with  great  command,  propofed  his 
fext,  without  emitting  Ex  Evangelica  lec~ 

tione 
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tione  capite  decimo  quarto,  neighed  twice, 
and  brought  forth  the  falutation  in  the 
following  manner  : 

"  Of  not  lefs  eftimation  is  the  green  co- 
u  lour  that  it  is  not  yellow,  than  the  i'car- 
"  let  that  it  is  not  blue  ;  Dominus,  O  Alti- 
••  tudo  divitiarum  fapiejitice  &  fcientice 
"  Dei!  As  colours  failed  not  to  be  the 
"  oracle  of  fight,  fo  neither  do  words  fail 
"  to  be  that  of  faith  in  hearing,  as  Chrifl 
"  hath  faid,  Fides  ex  auditu,  auditus  autem 
"  per  verbum  Chrifti.  St.  Ann  was  born, 
<c  as  my  faith  aflures  me  from  having 
"  heard  it  faid,  of  a  red  colour ;  becaufe 
"  the  azure  waves  of  her  funefl:  fenfations 
"  made  her  ftrongly  palpitate  in  her  mo- 
"  ther's  womb  ;  Ex  utero  ante  luciferum 
€i  genui  te.  To  this  tranfparent  angel, 
M  then,  this  diaphanous  intelligence,  and 
"  fpeculative  objedr.  of  the  moil:  fliarp  de- 
"  votion,  this  fervent  and  exftatic  people 
u  confecrates  thefe  hyperbolic  rites,  fince 
"  me  is  diftinguifhed,  as  is  feen  there  in 
H  her  image,  by  a  beautiful  and  pleafmg 
"  countenance  ;  Vultum  tuum  deprccabun- 
"  tur  emnes  divites  plebis.  I  lay  alide  all 
"  further  exordium,  and  proceed  imme- 
"  diately  to  the  fubjeel:,  though  it  is  fo 
"  principal  an  one.    Let,  then,  the  curious 

M  hearer 
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tc  hearer  begin  to  underfland  ;  Qui  pot  eft 
"  capere,  capiat. 

"  Ann,  as  we  all  know,  was  the  mo- 
"  ther  of  our  Lady,  and  grave  authors  af- 
"  firm,  that  (he  carried  her  in  her  womb 
"  twenty  months,  Hie  menjis  fextus  eft  illi$ 
"  and  others  add  that  flie  wept,  Plorans 
"  ploravit  in  noSiem  ■:  whence  I  infer  that 
"  Mary  was  a  Z  abort  -\9  Et  gratia  ejus  in 
"  me  vacua  non  fuit.  But  let  the  orator 
"  attend  to  argument.  St.  Ann  was  the 
*c  mother  of  Mary,  but  Mary  was  the 
"  mother  of  Chrift,  therefore  St.  Ann  is 
*'  the  grandmother  of  the  moft  Holy  Tri- 
"  nity,  Et  TLrinitatem  in  unitate  venere- 
"  mur.  On  this  account  is  (he  celebrated 
"  in  this  her  houfe,  Htec  requies  mea  in 
* '  fceculumfeculi. 

u  And  what  can  be  given  thee,  O  Ann, 
"  in  retribution  for  thy  compendious  be- 
"  nefits  !  Quid  retribuam  Domino  f  What 
"  parallels  can  expreis  my  words  in  the 
"  fpeaking  thy  praifes  ?  Laudovosf  In  hoc 
"  non  laado.  Thou  art  that  myfterious 
"  net,  in  whofe  opake  mefhes  remain  cap- 

f  A  popular  idea,  that  there  are  perfons  (whom  they 
call  Zaborii)  born  with  a  faculty  of  feeing  clearly  any 
thing  which  is  covered,  even  though  it  fhould  be  under 
the  earth,  fo  that  it  be  not  covered  with  a  blue  cloth. 

tivated 
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tivated  the  filly  fifties.  Sagena  mijfa  in 
mari.  Thou  art  that  ftone  of  the  defert, 
which  the  lover  of  Rachel  erected  in 
the  Damafcan  field  to  give  water  to  his 
flock,  Mulier  da  mihi  aquam.  But  I  mall 
fay  better,  following  the  text  of  the 
Gofpel,  St.  Ann  is  that  precious  pearl, 
which,  fecundated  by  the  infults  of  the 
horizon,  makes  thofe  who  feek  it  blind, 
Querentibus  bonas  margaritas :  She  is  that 
treafure,  now  hidden,  Thefaurus  abfcon- 
ditus,  now  occult,  nihil  occu/tum,  which 
the  holy  foul  referved  for  the  utmoft  ends 
of  the  earth,  De  ultimis  Jinibus  pratium 
ejus :  She  is  that  hidden  god,  as  Philo 
fa  id,  ^uus  Deus  abfconditus ;  and  me  is 
the  grcateft  of  miracles,  as  Thomas 
faid,  Miraculorum  ab  ipfo  faclorum  maxi- 
mum. 

"Various  circumftances  ennoble  the 
feftival.  Some  are  aggravating,  To/Ie 
gravatum  tuum  ;  others  of  a  different 
fpecies,  Specie  tua  &  pulchritudine  tua* 
And  it  is,  becaufe  the  Signiors  Flores 
and  Romero,  the  noble  Atlafes  of  this 
town,  call  to  judgment,  or  caufed  to  be 
called,  in  the  night,  with  thunders  and 
glittering  fons  of  ardent  hurricane,  thofe 
wandering  females  who   went  up   and 

u  down 
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1  down  like  the  rapid  fpirits  on  Jacob's 
1  ladder,  Angelas  quo  afcendentes  &  de- 
'fcendentes.     And   the   reafon  is  natural, 

*  becaufe  all  which  defcends  afcends,  and 
J  all  which  afcends  defcends,  Zacbee,  fef- 
j  tinans  defcende. 

"  Let  the  energy  of  the  lips  ceafe,  and 

*  let  my  eyes,  like  feftive  anchors,  con- 
'  template  a  very  literal  text  which  the 
f.  Canticles  prefent !  It  fays  thus,  Vox  tur- 
1  turis  audita  eftt  Jiores  apparuerunt  in  terra 
(  nojlra,    temp  us  putationis  advenit :    The 

*  beautiful  turtle  fung  In  our  barren  coun- 
\  try,  Flowers  came  to  adorn  it,  and  thefe 

*  fame  Flowers  *  drove  away  the  harlots, 
\  Tempus  putationis  advenit.  A  text  fo  li- 
'  teral  needs  not  an  application  :  but,  for 
!  the  fake  of  the  erudite,  I  will  briefly 
'  fay,  that,    in   the  turtle    is  reprefented 

*  holy  Ann  -,  for,  if  this   tender  and  tur- 

*  bulent    little    bird    is    the   hieroglyphic 

*  throne   of    Chaftity,    Ann   was    chafte, 

*  fince    me  had   but   one  only  daughter, 

*  Fi/ia  mea  male  a  demonio  vexatur.  TI  x 
\  of  tempus  putationis    is  equally  exact  ; 

*  Flores,  Flowers,  the  name  of  one  of  the  Mayor 
Domos.  Romero,  the  name  of  the  other,  llgnifies  Rol'e- 
mary. 

**  fince 
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"  iince  the  renowned  knights,  the  Mayor 
"  Domos,  banifhed  thofe  Samaritans  by 
"  whom  the  neighbourhood  was  dif- 
«  turbed. 

€t  Now  I  remember  another  text,  which, 
"  ftill  more  fully  than   the  laft,  compre- 
u  hends  all  the  circumftances  of  the  fub- 
€t  jedt,    of  that  great  woman  Ann,    the 
"  enemy  of  Phenena,  as  it  is  faid  in  the 
"  book  of  royal  perfons,  who,  by  the  im- 
(<  pulfe  of  her  deprecrations,  and   by  the 
"  help  of  Heli,  had  a   fon  called  Samuel. 
"  Let  the  orator,  then,    attend  to  argu- 
'?  ment.     Heli,  anagrammatized,    founds 
"  the  fame  as  Joachin,  Sonet  vox  tua  in 
ft  auribus  meis.     Samuel  was   a   prophet, 
"  Mary  was   a  prophetefs,  by  which,  in 
"  the  myftic   fenfe,  Samuel  and  Mary  is 
"  the  fame.     I  have  now  proved  the  fub- 
•'  jedt  fufficiently,  diffufively  -,    and  there 
*'  remains  only  to  apply  it  to  the  Romero, 
"  or  Rofemary  ;    though,    fuppofing  the 
*'  Rofemary  to  bear  a  flower,  it  is  already 
"  done,  Flores  apparuerunt  in  terra  nofira. 
"  But,  neverthelefs,  I  would,  with  yet 
•e  greater    propriety,    adapt    the  circum- 
"  itances    to    the   fubjecl.      Hiftories    in- 
"  form   us,    that    the   moil    Holy   Virgin 
"  hung  out   the  clouts   of  her  new-born 

«  child, 
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'$*  child,  God,  upon  a  hedge  of  Rofe- 
mary  :  and  who  taught  her  this  ?  Her 
mother  St.  Ann  3  fince  all  fhe  knew 
was  taught  her  by  the  fame  inftructrefs, 
Ipfe  vos  docebit  omnia.  Then  as  St.  Ann 
hung  out  clouts  upon  a  hedge  of  Rofe- 
mary,  the  Rofemary  ferved  St.  Ann  : 
the  fame  thing  we  fee  on  this  very  day 
in  which  (he  is  ferved  by  the  magnani- 
mous Mayor  Domo,  Don  Francifco  Ro- 
mero, which  concludes  all  that  there 
was  need  to  fhevv. 

"  Now  then  let  us  afk  for  grace.  But 
who  mall  afk  it  ?  Ifaiah  ?  Alas,  no. 
Gregory  ?  Oh,  yes.  The  daughter 
mall  help  her  mother  in  her  labour. 
Filia  regum  in  honorejuo.  Come,  then, 
let  us  fay  to  her  that  acrofcic  prayer 
which  £he  taught  her  infant  Mary  ;  for, 
as  a  good  mother,  as  foon  as  me  could 
fpeak,  me  inftructed  her  to  rehearfe  the 

AVE    MARIA,    6CC." 

This  was,  without  diminution  or  addi- 
tion, the  mofl:  famous  falutation  which  the 
incomparable  Friar  Gerund  de  Campazas 
let  off  in  the  refectory,  as  an  hanfel  and 
fample  of  his  preaching  talents,  in.  the 
prefence  of  all  the  venerable  community, 
including  the  very  Reverend  Father  Matter 

Vol,  L  Bb  Pro- 
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Provincial,  who,  by  happy  chance  had  ar- 
rived the  night  before  upon  his  vifitation 
to  the  convent.  This  is  that  lalutation 
which  ought  to  be  perpetuated  in  print,  to 
be  eternized  by  the  prefs,  to  be  immorta- 
lized by  pencil,  by  graver,  by  chiiTel,  on 
canvafs,  on  brafs,  on  marble,  for  a  piece 
original,  rare,  unique,  inimitable  in  its 
kind.  And  God  forgive  his  Gravityfliip 
the  very  Reverend  Father  Provincial,  who, 
after  having  thrown  cold  water  upon  the 
joy  of  the  delighted  hearers,  deprived  the 
republic  of  letters  of  the  body  of  the  fer- 
mon — — a  lofs  never  fufficiently  to  be  de- 
plored. For  though  there  are  innumer- 
able fermons  going  about  in  print,  efpe- 
cially  of  thofe  called  circamjlanced,  which, 
if  we  may  guefs  from  the  falutation,  which 
is  all  we  have  feen  of  Friar  Gerund's,  may 
be  fuppofed  not  to  fall  fhort  of  it  in  fub- 
ftance  ;  yet  it  can  never  be  fuppofed  that 
in  the  fpirit,  the  foul,  the  zed,  they  could 
touch  the  heel  of  the  fhoe  of  that  of  our 
new-born  Predicador. 

It  happened,  then,  that,  during  the  fa- 
lutation,   there    was    fuch    tittering,    and 
giggling,  and   at  lad  fuch  unfmotherable- 
laughter,   that  it   burft  forth   in    repeated 
roars  from   expanded  j:»ws   and  fupported 

6  fides ; 
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fides ;  infomuch  that  a  Father  Prefsntado 
gave  back  what  he  had  eaten  through  the 
mere  convulfion  ;  the  lecturer  of  the  cafe 
*  had  like  to  have  been  ftrangled  with  a 
piece  of  cheefe;  and  even  a  lay-brother, 
not  understanding  much  of  farmunts,  or 
latins,  or  textes,  yet  one  of  Gerund's  white 
bears,  or  mod  remarkable  abfurdities,  bolt- 
ing out  upon  him  whilft  he  had  a  Jefus 
[wine-cup]  at  his  lips,  inftantly  returned 
about  a  pint  of  what  he  had  taken  down 
in  Rich  furious  and  divergent  fpoutings 
from  his  mouth  and  noftrils,  that  he  hand- 
fomely  foufed  his  two  collaterals.  Now, 
as  from  all  thefe  incidents,  it  was  necefiary 
for  the  preacher  to  flop  at  every  turn,  and 
make  a  thoufand  paufes  to  give  room  for  the 
vollies  cf  the  mufquetry,  and  dinner  was 
now  alrnolt  over,  but,  principally,  as  the 
Father  Provincial  felt  a  fcruple  of  confer- 
ence in  letting  him  go  on  mooting  fuch  a 
quiver  of  bolts  to  his  own  difgrace,  and, 
moreover,  thought  the  whole  affair  too 
farcical  for  fo  ferious  an  act  of  the  commu- 
nity, he  ordered  him  to  leave  off,  and 
come  down  from  the  pulpit  ;  which  was 
to  poor  Friar  Gerund  an  exercife   of  obe- 

*  One  of  the  Friars  who  propofes  a  moral  cafe  for  the 
difquifition  of  the  brotherhood. 

B  b   2  dience 
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dience  full  of  bittereft  mortification. 
What  happened  afterwards,  the  curio&s 
reader  will  fee  in  the  next  chapter. 


CHAP.     Vf. 

Of  the  different  opinions  there  were  in  the 
community  concerning  the  falutation  and 
talents  of  our  Friar  Gerund*  and  how  it 
came  at  lajl  to  be  thought  necejj'ary  that 
he  fhould  be  made  a  preacher, 

'"""^HE  firft  care  of  the  Father  Provin- 
JL  cial  upon  going  out  of  the  refectory, 
was  to  ail:  Gerund  for  his  papers ;  and 
whilfl  the  latter  was  eating  his  dinner  at  a 
fecond  table,  the  whole  iermon  was  read 
in  the  cell  of  his  Reverence,  where  all  the 
grave  fathers  ailembled  to  pay  their  re- 
fpecls  to  him.  And  though  they  here  re- 
peated their  laughter  with  more  liberty, 
for  it  is  afferted  by  thole  who  were  ear- 
witnerTes,  that  the  body  of  the  fermon 
was  not  a  jot  inferior  to  the  falutation  ? 
yet  there  was  no  prevailing  upon  the  Pro- 
vincial, by  all  the  inftances  their  Reve- 
rences could  make,  to  part  with  it  out  of 

his 
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his  bands,  excufing  himfelf  by  faying  that 
he  had  a  fcrupie  of  confcience  in  expofing 
him  to  be  made  frill  more  ridiculous;  and 
with  great  difficulty  did  he  let  go  the  falu- 
tation,  of  which  however  he  permitted 
a  few  copies  to  be  taken,  as  the  whole  po- 
pulace and  mufquetry  of  the  convent,  pio- 
neers and  all,  had  already  tailed  the  fweet 
thing. 

After  their  Reverences  had  taken  their 
fill  of  laughter,  the  Provincial  faid  ferioufly, 
ss  But,  in  truth,  I  really  pity  this  young 
man  :  his  exterior  talent  is  not  only  good, 
but  excellent  ;  but  then  the  abfurdities 
which  he  firings  together  are  infufferable, 
and  are  all  owing,  firft  to  the  want  of 
itudy,  and,  fecondly,  to  the  muddy  foun- 
tains at  which  he  drinks,  or  the  accurfed 
models  he  propofes  for  his  imitation,  than 
which  there  cannot  be  worfe  either  in 
mode  or  fubirance."  Some  malicioufly  in- 
iinuate  that  the  Provincial  aimed  this  at 
the  Predicador  Mayor,  as  he  was  not  ig- 
norant of  the  particular  friendihip  which 
exilted  between  the  two,  nor  of  the  exe- 
crable in  Irrupt  ions  cordially  given  on  the 
one  part,  and  on  the  other  as  cordially  re- 
ceived ;  and  indeed  the  Predicador  himfelf 
might  not  be  altogether  without  a  fufpi- 
Bb  3  cion 
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cion  that  it  had  fuch  a  tendency,  as  there 
is  a  report  that,  in  this  inftance  only,  he 
was  feen  toblufh.  But,  however  it  might 
be,  the  Provincial  proceeded,  "  Now  I 
have  a  mind  to -try  in  the  prefence  of  your 
Paternities,  if  I  can  by  any  dextrous  and 
gentle  management  bring  this  lad  to  a 
fenfe  of  his  folly,  and  induce  him  to  ftudy, 
apply  himfelf,  and  read  at  lead:  fome  good 
fermons,  that  he  may  catch  the  true  tafte 
of  preaching,  and  credit  the  order  by  his 
fpecious  talents."  He  then  ordered  the 
lay-brother,  his  particular  attendant,  who 
was  waiting  upon  their  Paternities  wilh 
old  wine  and  bifcuits  by  way  of  defert,  to 
go  to  the  refectory  and  tell  Friar  Gerund, 
that,  if  he  had  done  dinner,  he  ihould 
come  to  the  Provincial's  cell. 

He  inftantly  obeyed  the  fummons, 
feared  and  frightened,  but  prefently  com- 
pofed  himfelf  upon  hearing  the  Provincial 
fay,  very  graciouily  and  endearingly*  as 
foon  as  he  appeared,  *«  Come  hither,  fon, 
and  give  me  an  embrace  ;  thou  hail  ac- 
quitted thyfelf  juffc  as  I  expected  ;  and  if  I 
did  not  permit  the  fermon  to  be  finiihed, 
it  was  not  becaufe  we  ihould  not  all  have 
heard  it  with  great  pleafure,  but  becaufe 
the  community  were  all  upon  the  point  of 

finishing 
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finiming  their  meal.''     It  is  incredible  how 
much  he  was  folaced  and  reafTured  by  this 
unexpected   tone  of   voice    and  tenour  of 
words  in  the  Provincial,   who,  profecuting 
his  prudent   artifice,  alked  him,  "  Come, 
now,    tell   me  the   truth,  who   compofed 
the  falutation   for  you  ?"    "  Our  Father," 
anfwered  the  honeft  and  intrepid  Gerund, 
with  a  dove-like  fincerity,  "  the  devil  take 
me  if  I  did  not  make  it  all  out  of  my  own 
head."     "  But  then  thofe  texts  fo  literal, 
and   fo   well   adapted,  how   mouldft   thou 
know  them  if  thou  haft   never  read    the 
Bible  ?"   '■'  Our  Father,  that  is   with   me, 
from  a  little  leiTon  which  the   Predicador 
Mayor  gave  me   upon  a  certain   occation, 
the  eafiefl  thing  in   the  world."     "  Well, 
what   little   leiTon   was   that?"    "  He  told 
me  that  whenever  I  would  apply  a  text  to 
any  Spanilh  word,  I  had  only  to  look  in  the 
Concordance  for  the  Latin  word  which  cor- 
refponded  to  it,  and  I  mould  find  texts  by 
the  peck,  out  of  which  I  might  pick  and 
chufe  what  I  liked.     So  I  did,  and  really 
and    truly   my  texts,    unlefs   I   am   much 
miilaken,    were    as    well    forted    as   heart 
could  wifh." 

"  And  fo,"    faid    the  Provincial   a  little 

fneeringly,  "  the  Father  Predicador  Mayor 
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taught    you  this  little  lcffon!"  u  Yes,  our 
Father,"  anfwered   the   innocent   Gerund, 
"  and   with    that    on    my  fide  I   am   not 
afraid  to    undertake  the  mod  difficult  fer- 
mon,  and  with  circumflances  the  moit  in- 
tricate that  can   be ;  for  fo  that  I   find  in 
the  Concordance   the  correfponding  word> 
what  care  I  if  it  rains  down  circumflances 
Vipon  me  ?  literal  texts  fhall  likewife  rain 
down   upon  the  audience."     "  But  do  not 
you  fee,  my  fon,  faid  the  Provincial,  that 
this   rule   is    not  a  good  one,  becaufe  the 
preacher  may    mean   to  prove  one  thing, 
and  the  text  in  which  he   finds  the   word 
he  looks  for  may  fpeak  of  another,  having 
not  the   lead  connexion   or   affinity   with 
what  he  intends  ?  For  example,  what  re- 
lation is  there  between  St.  Ann's  palpitat- 
ing or    not   palpitating    in    her   Mother's 
womb,  and  the   eternal   generation  of  the 
word  in  the  divine  intelligence,  fpoken  of 
in   this  text  £#  Utero  ante  luciferum  genui 
teV  "  This   relation,  our  Father;    there 
Utero  is  fpoken  of;  and  if  the  text  comes 
not  to  Palpitating,  it  comes  to  Vterot  and 
that  is  fuflicient  for  the  preacher." 

0  But,  tell  me,  to  what  purpofe  did 
you  bring  in,  Holla  gravatum  iuumf*  "  To 
what  purpofe  did  I  bring  it  in  !  why  does 

not 
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not  your  Paternity  remember  I   brought  it 
in  on  account  of   the  aggravating  circum- 
itances  ?    Can   there    be   any    thing   more 
alike  than  aggravating  and  gravatum  ?  In- 
deed I  don't   very  well   know  what  grava* 
turn  means,  but    it    founds   to  me    like  an 
aggravating  thing,  and  the  fame  would  it 
found  to  any  audience    of  good    ears ;  and 
£0  it  found  well  to   the  audience  there  is 
need  of  nothing  more  to  give  it  propriety  .'* 
Notwithftanding  the  natural   ferioufnefs 
and  the   circumfpedtion  of  the  Provincial 
Father  he  was   (o  tickled  with  thefe  extra- 
vagances that  he  could   fcarce  refrain  from 
laughter ;   but,  repreffing  it  as  well   as  he 
could,  he  proceeded  to    touch   upon  fome 
other  abfurdities   in   the  falutation,  afking 
him,  "  And   what  grave  authors  are  thofc 
who  affirm    that  St.  Ann  carried  our  lady 
twenty   months    in   her   womb  ?''    *f  Our 
Father,  anfwered  Gerund,   I  do  not  know, 
for  I   never   read  it  in  any;  but  as  I  hear 
the   mod    famous    preachers    fay  at   every 
turn,  Grave  authors  affirm,  we  are  informed 
by  grave  authors,  &c.    I  thought  that  this 
was  one  of  the  cuftomary   phrafes  of  the 
pulpit,  like  fome  others,  which  every  one 
may    ufe    as    freely    as    he   pleafes:    and, 
jhough  no  author  ever  dreamed  of  faying 

what 
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what  the  preacher  fays,  yet  that  he  might 
■cite  Authors,  leathers,  and  Councils  by 
the  feorc,  whenever  it  would  turn  to  ac- 
count, as  well  as  verfions,  expofitions,  and 
legends;  for  to  what  an  alarming  confe- 
quence  ihould  we  be  led,  our  Father,  by 
the  contrary  practice?  Or  who  would  be 
a  preacher,  if  all  the  information,  erudi- 
tion, and  texts,  which  are  delivered  in 
fermons,  were  to  be  drawn  from  books  ?" 

"  But  does  not  my  fon  fee,''  faid  the 
Provincial,  "  that  this  is  to  lie  ^  and  that  to 
lie,  befides  being  fhameful  and  unworthy 
of  a  good  man  every  where,  is,  in  the 
pulpit,  which  is  the  chair  of  truth,  a  kind 
of  facrilege  ?"  "  I  admire  tiie  fcruples  of 
your  Paternity,  (anfwered  Friar  Gerund  ;) 
to  be  fure  I  have  not  heard  fo  many  fer- 
mons as  your  Paternity,  becaufe  I  have 
noi  lived  fo  long;  but  I  can  aflure  your 
Reverence  that  no  where  have  I  ever  heard 
fo  many  and  fo  great  lies  as  in  the  pulpit. 
There  they  give  to  flocks  and  (tones  virtues 
which  they  have  not,  and  feign  things 
which  never  exifted  in  nature.  There  they 
make  the  fathers  and  expositors  fay  what- 
ever comes  into  their  imagination  ;  and  in 
my  opinion  they  who  do  it  do  mighty 
well;  for  if  the  fathers  and  expofitors  did 

not 
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not  fay  fo,  yet  they  might  have  faid  fo, 
and  no  one  hindered  them  from  faying  it. 
There,  not  infrequently,  they  feign  texts 
even  of  facred  fcripture  ;  and  in  this  there 
feems  to  me  no  inconvenience ;  for  as  the 
Holy  Ghoft  infpired  the  things  faid  by  the 
Prophets  and  Evangelifts,  it  may  in  Hke 
manner  infpire  to  preachers  the  things 
which  they  mall  fay.  At  leaft  a  preacher 
of  great  renown  told  me  fo,  and  though  it 
is  true  that  this  doctrine  did  not  approve 
itfelf  much  to  my  judgment,  yet  in  the 
end  I  was  perfuaded  that  it  was  extremely 
convenient.  There,  finally,  are  feigned, 
or  related,  events,  and  tragical,  horrible, 
examples,  which  never  happened,  cloath- 
ed  and  adorned  with  fuch  itrange  circum- 
ftances  that  it  is-  clearly  feen  they  are 
novels  j  and  neverthelefs  we  fee  they  have 
much  effect,  for  the  good  people  groan, 
weep,  figh,  and  beat  their  breads  with 
much  compunction.  See  now,  and  pleafe 
your  Paternity,  if  they  lie  in  the  pulpit !" 

"  I  cannot  deny,"  replied  the  Provincial, 
"  but  that,  for  our  fins,  there  is  much  of 
this  j  but  it  is  always  an  intolerable  bold- 
nefs  and  a  (hame;  and  any  preacher  who 
mould  be  detected  in  fuch  impoftures 
ought  to  be  feverely  piiniihed  and  to  have 

his 
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his  licence  for  preaching  taken  away  for 
ever."  "  Ay,  our  Father!  (laid  Gerund 
jn  a  commiferating  tone)  if  this  were  to 
t>e  done,  who  would  there  be  to  preach 
the  fermons  of  the  Fraternities  ?  And  how 
many  honeft  men  would  be  begging  their 
bread  from  door  to  door,  or  obliged  to 
learn  fome other  trade?" 

V  But  tell  me,  fon,  if  for  fucii  weighty 
motives  you  raifed  the  falfe  teftimony 
againfl  grave  authors,  of  their  faying  that 
St.  Ann  carried  the  Virgin  in  her  womb 
twenty  months,  to  what  purpofe  did  you 
bring  in  proof  the  text  of,  Hie  men/is 
fextus  ejl  Mi?  Are  fax  months  twenty?" 
"  Firft,  our  Father,  1  did  not  bring  it 
for  the  twenty,  but  for  the  months,  and 
for  this  hie  meiifis  came  as  if  it  was  call;  in 
a  mould.  Secondly,  if  I  had  brought  it 
for  the  twenty,  it  would  net  have  been 
fcefide  the  purpefe  ?  for,  the  thing  is  clear, 
where  there  is  fix  there  is  five,  Cix  and 
five  are  eleven  ;  where  there  is  eleven  there 
is  nine,  and  nine  and  eleven  are  twenty  ; 
here  you  fee  the  twenty  complete,  by  the 
equipollenfes  ;  for  I  am  not  fo  much  at  a 
lofs  in  my  Jumulas  as  fome  people  may 
think." 

Not  with- 
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■  Notwithstanding    his     faturnine    com- 
plexion the   Provincial    could   not   forbear 
laughing  out  at   abfurdities  of  fuch   mag- 
nitude and  at  the  fame  time  of  fuch  inno- 
cence; and  continuing   now  for  entertain- 
ment what  he  had  begun  by  way  of  friend- 
ly correction,    afked    him,    "  And    what 
grave  authors  fay,    that  St.  Ann   was  the 
Grandmother  of  the  Holy   Trinity  ?    Do 
you  not  fee  that  this  is  a  formal  herefy  ? 
For  as   the  Holy  Trinity  is   uncreated  and 
eternal  it  confequently  can  have  no  Mother 
or  Grandmother."     "  Let  me  fay  no  other 
herefies  than    that,"  anfwered    Friar    Ge- 
rund, "  and  I  (hall  never  be  laid  hold  of 
by  the   inquilition."     "  I  believe   it,"  re- 
plied  the   Provincial    fmiling,    "  for    the 
inquifition  troubles  not  itfelf  with  fimple- 
tons;  but  mull  you  not   be  fenfible   it  is 
an  herefy?"  "  An  herefy!  A   fine  herefy 
truly,    o'   my  fins !     (exclaimed    Gerund) 
pray  tell  me,  our  Father,  was  not  St,  Ann 
the  Mother  of  our  Lady  ?  Yes*  for  fo  fays 
the   text,  Dicit  difcipirfo,  Ecce  mater  tua: 
Was  not  our  Lady  the  Mother  of  Chrift  ? 
certainly,    for    fo  affirms  St.   John,    Dixit 
matri  fuce,  Ecce  filius   titus:    therefore  St. 
Ann   was   the  Grandmother   of   the  Holy 
Trinity."     "  If  you  were  not   more  at    a 

lofs 
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lofs  in  your  fumulas  than  you  think  your- 
self, you  could  not  draw  that  confequence, 
but  this,  therefore  St.  Ann  was  the  Grand- 
mother of  Chrift."  "  Well,  what  does 
it  iignify  to  me,  whether  it  be  one  or  the 
other,  our  Father?"  "  Why  Ch rift  is  not 
the  Holy  Trinity,  is  he?"  "  Is  he?  Ay  5 
would  to  the  Lord  I  were  as  much  fo,  Et 
<Tri?2ttatcm  in  imitate  veneremur.  Can  your 
Paternity  deny  that  Chrift  is  the  Holy 
Trinity  ?"  "  How  can  I  do  otherwife?  He 
is  the  fecond  perfon  of  the  Trinity,  but 
not  the  Trinity ;  fo  Friar  Gerund  is  a 
member  of  the  convent,  but  he  is  not  the 
convent:  and  if  you  doubt  it,  confider 
how  he  would  argue  who  mould  fay  thus, 
Cecily  Rebollo  was  mother  of  Catania 
Rebollo,  Catania  Rebollo  was  mother  of 
Friar  Gerund  Zotes  a  member  of  the  con- 
vent of  Lower  Colmenar,  therefore  Cecilia 
Rebollo  was  the  grandmother  of  the  con- 
vent of  Lower  Colmenar.  Your  reafoning 
isjuft  as  good;  and  it  certainly  would  have 
been  better  for  the  Orator  not  to  have  at- 
tended to  argument ."  "  Our  Father,"  an- 
fwered  Gerund,  thefe  are  all  gallantries  of 
the  fchools,  as  Barbadino  fays." 

"  And  was  it  a  gallantry  of  the  fchools 
to  fay  that  St.  Ann,  like  a  good  mother, 

inftrucled 
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intruded  her  daughter  to  rehearfe  the 
Ave  Maria?"  "What!  faid  Gerund,  fure 
your  Paternity  can  not  refufe  affent  to  a 
truth  To  clear  and  manifefl?  would  a  mo- 
ther fo  pious,  and  fo  careful  of  the  educa- 
tion of  her  daughter,  as  Mrs.  Ann  was, 
fail  to  inftrudl  her  in  the  Chriflian  Doc- 
rine,  jufl  as  it  is  fet  forth  in  the  catechifm 
of  Aftete.  from  the  beginning,  of  "  Every 
faithful  Chriflian"  to  the  very  end  ?  And 
moreover  there  are  thofe  who  fay  me 
taught  her  even  to  affift  at  Mafs,  and  that 
the  good  little  girl  aliifted,  when  but  feven 
years  of  age,  at  all  the  MafTes  which  were 
faid  in  her  parifh  church  with  much  devo- 
tion -j  for  your  Paternity  knows  that  in 
ancient  times,  as  I  read  in  I  know  not 
what  book,  women  affifted  at  Mafs." 

Nothing,  as  it  will  be  imagined,  could 
be  anfwered  to  this ;  and  the  Provincial 
was  not  inclined  to  put  any  more  queftions 
upon  the  fubdance  of  the  falutation,  as  it 
would  be  an  endlefs  affair,  but,  in  regard 
to  the  ftyle  he  could  not  help  afking  what 
was  the  meaning  of  this  wonderful  fen- 
tence,  T'o  this  tranfparent  angel,  then,  this 
diaphanous  intelligence  and  fpeculative  objeB 
of  the  ?noft  jharp  devotion,  this  fervent  and 
ecjiatic people confecratesthefe  hyperbolic  rites? 

"  Our 
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"  Oar  Father,"  anfwered  Gerund,  "  the 
devil  take  me  if  I  know  what  I  meant  my- 
fclf;  I  only  knew  that  the  fentence  is 
fonorous,  and  that  if  it  be  pleailng  to  the 
ear,  nothing  more  is  requilite.  For  who 
has  ever  blamed  thefe  claufes  which  go 
about  in  print  in  a  fermon  on  St.  Andrew, 
and  in  truth  not  a  whit  more  perfpicuous 
than  mine?"  "  Nit  id  aflat  ions  oj  flamife- 
rous  torches,  brilliant  fcintillations  of  folar 
light,  animated  the  obfequious  affections  ex- 
citing ffiive  admiration ;  Oa?ididus  infuetum 
miratur  liunen  Olympic  And  obferve,  our 
Father,  by  the  by,  the  manner  of  intro- 
ducing the  texts^  exactly  as  I  introduce 
them.  "  In  the  beauteous  heaven  of  this 
magnificent  chapel  Jloine  funs,  d.fiincJ  in  num- 
ber, Chrijl  and  our  Glorious  Saint ;  fulferunt 
quondam  candidi  tibi  foles.  Chrijl  vitalizes 
with  the  fiery  fcintillations  of  his  love  St* 
Andrew's  loving  heart ;  Lampadis  ignes—> 
in  me  manet  &  ego  in  illo."  What  a  divine 
thing !  And  can  your  Paternity  now  con- 
demn my  T'rinitatem  in  imitate  veneremur  ? 
"  With  this  beauteous  confutation  there  is 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  fafchiation  of  the 
fphere  ;  bccanfe  the  lights  which  could  recom- 
mend their  proper  fplendors,  gloria  Jlellarum^ 
(Oh  what  glory !  as  if  onQ  mould  fay 
2  vulium 
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<vultum  tuum  deprecabwitur)  now  fill  their 
briUia7it  orbs  in  homage  to  the  glory  of  St. 
Andrew,  Et  opera  mannum  ejus  annuntiat 
jirmamentum.  I  rnyfelf  could  not  bring  a 
text  more  to  the  purpofe. 

"  I  would  not  tire  your  Paternity's  atten- 
tion with  citing  more  claufeS',  not  only 
from  this  ferrnon,  but  one  and  thirty  more 
in  the  fame  large  folio  volume  with  it, 
which  are  all  fo  entirely  in  this  very  Lime 
ftyle  that  they  are  an  admiration,  an  afto- 
nifhment,  an  intoxication.*'  "  In  that  la!! 
word,  (replied  the  Provincial)  you  have 
faid  every  thing,  without  knowing  what 
was  faid ;  for  there  cannot  be  a  term 
which  better  agrees  with  or  explains  what 
this  kind  of  ftyle  is,  iince  none  but  one 
drunk  with  the  wine  of  folly,  ignorance, 
and  prefumption  would  employ  it ;  and 
you  are  certainly  very  right,  for  this  ftyle 
and  that  of  your  falutation  are  as  like  as 
two  chefnuts.  But  is  it  poffible,  what 
you  tell  me,  that  there  is  a  book  of  printed 
fermons  in  this  ftyle  ?  I  cannot  believe  it, 
for  who  would  have  permitted  it  ?" 
*•  What,  cannot  your  Paternity  believe 
there  is  fuch  a  book  in  print  ?  Ay,  and 
with  all  the  neceffary  licences  too,  and  ap- 
probations, well-turned  and  of  very  ele- 
Vol.  I.  C  c  vated 
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vated  bufkin,  as  with  your  Reverence's 
leave  I  will  inftantly  give  you  ocular  de- 
monttration."  And  away  he  flew  to  his 
cell  and  returned  in  a  twinkling  with  a 
folio  much  thumbed  and  dogs-eared,  for 
it  was  fcarcely  ever  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
good  little  Friar,  who  had.it  likewife  al- 
moft  all  by  heart.  Prefenting  it  to  the 
Provincial,  he  laid,  '*  Is  this  a  printed 
book  r"  "  Yes,  it  is  printed,"  fays  his 
Reverence.  "Then,  our  father,  read  the 
firtl  fermon  on  St.  Andrew  ;  he  did  fo  and 
found  the  claufes  literally  as  above-cited. 
He  was  amazed  :  Friar  Gerund  triumph- 
ing, added,  "  Open  it  any  where,  your 
Reverence,  and  you  will  fee  if  the  author 
falls  oft,  or  if  he  is  not  equal  to  himfelf 
throughout." 

His  Paternity  read  many  fentences,  to 
which  he  acknowledged  thofe  of  the  falu- 
tation  were  tarts  and  cheefe-cakes,  and 
that  fome  excufe  might  he  made  for  Ge- 
rund's being  led  adray  by  fuch  a  model, 
which  he  is  fure  muft  be  the  work  of  fome 
deplorable  coxcomb.  "  Softly,  foftly,  our 
Father,  (replied  Friar  Gerund,)  for  in  this 
your  Paternity  labours  under  a  moft  enor- 
mous miftakc.  The  author  is  not  what 
your  Reverence  thinks,  but  a  great  man, 

a  mighty 
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a  mighty  man,  and  one  who  has  made  fo 
much  noife  in  Spain  that  few  have  made 
more.  Look,  Sir,  at  the  firfl:  page  of  the 
book,  read  the  title  of  the  work  and  thofe 
of  the  author,  and  then  let  your  Paternity 
tell  me  if  he  is  an  inconfiderable  man." 
Though  the  Provincial  had  mut  the  book, 
and  had  even  made  a  motion  in  his  indig- 
nation towards  throwing  it  out  of  the 
window,  yet  hearing  Gerund  fay  this,  his 
curiofity  was  touched,  and  he  opened  it  at 
the  title  page,  and  read  as  follows,  "  T?he 
facred  Florilegium,  compofed  of  my  jit  c  Fkwers, 
watered  on  the  cele/lial,  delightful,  frondife- 
rous  Parnajfus  of  the  Church,  by  the  cotife- 
crated  Aganippe,  the  holy  Fountain  of  the 
Grace  and  Glory  of  Chrijl :  by  the  divine 
Affluence  of  which  the  lofty  Marian  Palm 
being  encreafed,  is  crowned,  triumphant  by 
the  Privileges  of  Grace,  with  viclorious 
Glory  :  Divided  into  panegyrical,  anagogical, 
topological,  and  allegorical  D if courfes,  found- 
ed in  facred  Scripture,  corroborated  by  the 
authority  of  the  holy  and  exegetical  Fathers, 
the  mojl  particular  Opinion's  of  the  principal 
Expofitors,  and  copioufy  adorned  with  Eru- 
dition facred  and  profane,  in  Ideas,  Problems, 
Hieroglyphics,  philofophical  Sentences,  and 
C  c  2  mcji 
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moji  felett    Humanities,    By    the    Reverend 
Father  Friar — &c.  &c" 

The  good  Provincial  hardly  knew  for 
fome  time  whether  he  was  awake  or  no  ; 
but  after  coming  to  himfelf,  and  making 
fome  fevere  ftrictures  on  the  book  and  the 
inattention  of  the  licenfers  and  approvers 
of  it,  he  concludes  with  telling  Gerund 
that  he  will  not  let  him  have  the  book 
again, left  it  fhould  confirm  him  in  his  per- 
verfe  tafte  of  fermonizing  and  be  his  total 
ruin.  "  But,  our  father,  fays  Gerund, 
your  Paternity  mud  let  me  have  the  book 
again,  becaufe  it  is  not  my  own."  "  Then 
whofe  is  it  ?"  afked  the  Provincial,  "  I 
cannot  tell  your  Paternity,  anfwered  Ge- 
rund, becaufe  it  was  lent  me  in  confef- 
fion  V.'  At  this  there  was  fuch  a  laugh 
as  fhook  the  cell.  But  Friar  Gerund,  un- 
difmayed,  proceeded,  faying,  "  And  though 
your  Paternity  is  fo  liberal  in  your  abufe 
of  it,  I  fee  it  every  where  elfe  meet  with 
great  applaufe ;  a  large  impreflion  was 
directly  fold  off,  and  there  is  not  one  to  be 
got  though  one  would  give  an  eye  for  it; 
for  thofe  who  are  (o  lucky  as  to  poffefs  it 
are  as  choice  of  it  as  of  old  gold,  and  in 

*  Upon  condition  of  fbricTt  fccrccy. 

truth 
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truth  they  are  all  men  of  good  tafte  j  and 
the  author  has  made  himfelf  very  famous 
in  Spain  by  a  work  which  he  published, 
in  the  fame  ftyle  they  fay  as  this  book, 
ngainft  a  certain  writer  who  makes  a  great 
noife  in  this  age.  So  that  if  this  be  to 
preach  ill,  and  in  a  bad  ftyle,  I  muft  tell 
your  Paternity  very  plainly,  that  I  never 
think  of  preaching  in  any  other  ftyle  or 
any  other  manner  as  long  as  God  ihall 
grant  me  the  ufe  of  my  underftanding." 
He  faid;  and  without  another  word,  tuck- 
ing his  beloved  Florilegium  under  his  arm, 
turned  his  back  rather  abruptly  upon  that 
reverend  aiTembly. 

The  Provincial  was  greatly  irritated  at 
the  boldnefs  as  well  as  ftupidity  of  his  de- 
claration and  at  his  irreverent  departure. 
In  the  firft  impulfe  of  his  wrath  he  was 
about  to  order  him  to  be  put  in  the  dun- 
geon] but  fome  Father  Matters,  who  bet- 
ter knew  the  (implicity  of  Friar  Gerund, 
affured  him  that  it  was  nothing  but  pure 
nature,  and  by  no  means  impertinently 
defigned.  With  this  he  was  appeafed,  and 
contented  himfelf  with  faying  that  if  he 
was  at  the  beginning  of  his  Provincialate, 
as  he  •  was  near  the  expiration  of  it,  it 
ihould  be  long  enough  before  that  block- 
C  c  3  head, 
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head,  Gerund,  fhould  mount  the  pulpit. 
An  exprelTion  which  one  does  not  know 
how  fhould  efcape  his  mouth,  as  he  was 
a  moderate  and  courteous  man. 

Whilft   this   was  paffing   in   the   cell  of 

the  Provincial   there  was  a   terrible  confu- 

jion   in   the  convent    amongft   the  below- 

ftairs  *  Friars    concerning    this   fame  falu- 

tation.     The   truth  was    that   the    greater 

part    were  of  the   opinion   of  our   father, 

namely,  that  it  was   impoffible    to   preach 

more    abfurdly,    whereas   others   defended 

it   as   a   mod    valiant     performance ;    and 

though  they  acknowledged   he  had  talked 

much  nonfenfe,  yet   they  exculpated  him 

with  his  youth  and  want  of  fludy,  and  in 

fhort,  faid,  that  his   wonderful  talents   of 

voice,    action,    and    demeanour,     fupplied 

every   thing.     Above   all,    the   formidable 

party  of  the  lay-brethren  was  intirely  with 

him,  heart   and  voice,    and  every  foul  of 

them  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  he  ought 

immediately  to  he  ordained  and   made   a 

*  The  inferior  and  moft  menial  fervants  in  Spain  are 
called  de  Efcalera  aboxo — the  helow-ftairs  fervants,  as 
Jrom  their  being  always  occupied  in  the  lower  parts  of 
the  houfe  and  the  adjacent  offices,  they  never  afcend  the 
flairs;  and  the  expreflion  is  here  humouroufly  applied 
to  the  inferior  Friars,  and,  farther  on  in  the  work,  to 
other  characters. 

preacher. 
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preacher.  But  thofe  amongft  the  lay-bre- 
thren who  were  mofr.  zealous  for  him,  if 
there  could  be  degrees  in  the  common  zeal 
with  which  they  burnt,  were  the  compa- 
nion, or  efpecial  attendant,  of  the  Provin- 
cial, and  the  fecond  clerk  of  the  convent. 
Thefe  were  votes  of  great  confequence; 
becaufe  the  companion  had  got  the  length 
of  the  good  Provincial's  foot  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, that  he  had  more  weight  with  him 
than  a  fcore  of  grave  fathers,  and  it  was  a 
current  report  in  the  province  that  he  en- 
tirely governed  him. 

Nor  was  our  little  clerk  endued,  in  his 
walk,  with  a  lefs  happy  knack  of  creep- 
ing into  the  affections  and  fubjugating  the 
will.  He  was  as  complete  a  lay-brother 
as  you  could  behold  in  a  fummer's  day;  of 
middling '  flature,  round  face,  pleafant 
looks,  a  merry  eye,  fmart,  active,  offici- 
ous, ,handy,  and  knew  a  thoufand  little 
manual  dexterities.  He  would  cut  paper- 
ornaments,  draw  decently,  make  wooden 
clocks,  put  a  watch  in  order,  and  then  to 
tofs  up  a  tit-bit  or  mix  a  cool-tankard,  he 
had  the  hand  of  an  angel.  By  thefe  clever- 
neffes,  and  a  certain  good-natured  flatter- 
ing way  the  fellow  had,  he  infinuated  him- 
felf  into  the  cells,  efpecially  of  the  grave 
C  c  4  fathers, 
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fathers,  made  their  beds,  cleaned  their 
tables,  milled  their  chocolate,  and  ferved 
them  in  a  thoufand  other  little  offices ;  and 
as  they  found  him  ready  for  every  thing, 
he  had  gained  not  only  the  favour  but  the 
confidence  of  the  greater  part,  infomuch 
that  he  almofl  gave  them  the  law,  made 
them  do  whatever  he  pleafed,  and  praife 
whatever  he  prailed.  It  is  not  to  be  told 
the  infinite  importance  thefe  two  votes 
were  of  to  Friar  Gerund,  and  after  them 
the  votes  of  the  reft  of  the  lay-brethren  j 
for  the  two  firft  fet  themfelves  with  great 
fuccefs  to  coax,  and  wheedle,  and  ftroak 
the  backs,  the  one  of  the  Provincial,  and 
the  other,  of  almoft  all  the  grave  fathers ; 
whilft  the  reft,  as  each  one  had  the  faint 
of  his  devotion,  went  on  by  little  and  lit- 
tle overcoming  the  Friars  of  the  mafs  and 
of  the  choir  to  that  degree,  that  in  a  few 
days  the  whole  convent  began  to  be  per- 
fuaded  that  Father  Friar  Gerund  was  an 
excellent  preacher,  and  deferved  imme- 
diate inveftiture  with  the  proper  powers. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.       VII. 

In  which   is  treated   of  what   the   curious 
reader  will  fee  if  he  pcrufes  it. 

CfALl  auxiiio  &  defenforibus  i/lis,  with 
thefe  doughty  defenders  and  potent 
panegy rifts,  you  might  fee  the  fortune  of 
the  day  turning  fo  much  on  Gerund's  fide, 
that  the  whole  community,  except  a  few 
fuper-fan&ified  fulky  fouls,  threw  them- 
felves  upon  the  Provincial  with  the  moll; 
prefling  inftances,  that  he  would  give  him 
letters  dimiffory  for  ordination,  and  ap- 
point him  a  Sabatine  preacher.  His  ftiff 
integrity  was  long  in  bending,  but  at  lafr. 
the  feat  was  finiihed  by  the  companion  of 
his  Reverence,  who  knew  him  better  than 
the  beggar  knows  his  di(h ;  though  he 
would  not  yet  ratify  his  confent  in  full 
form,  till  one  of  the  mod:  grave  and  ma- 
turely-wife  Fathers  of  the  convent,  who 
was  very  fond  of  Gerund,  but  who  rec- 
koned more  upon  his  docility  than  he  was 
juftifted  in  doing,  became  guarantee  for 
him  that  he  fhould   mend  his  manner  of 

preaching, 
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preaching,  refolutely  taking  upon  hlmfelf 
the  charge  of  inftructing  him,  fo  that  he 
fhould  preach  at  lean:  with  tolerable  judg- 
ment. Upon  thefe  conditions,  which 
were  a  wall  of  brafs  to  the  confcience  of 
the  good  Provincial,  he  permitted  him  to 
be  ordained  a  pricft,  and  made  him  Saba- 
tine  preacher  of  that  fame  convent  with 
general  applaufe. 

He  who  more  than  all  the  reft  celebrat- 
ed the  event,  was  the  Father  Friar  Bias, 
Predicador  Mayor  of  the  houfe,  and  the 
oracle  in  preaching  matters  of  our  Friar 
Gerund ;  becaufe  being  now  become  in 
fome  manner  his  immediate  fubaltern  and 
dependant,  he  had  him  at  command  to 
form  him  intirely  to  his  hand,  and  was 
happy  in  figuring  to  himfelf  that  he  fhould 
turn  him  out  fuch  a  difciple,  as  would 
perpetuate  his  mafter's  fame  -,  which  in 
time  was  fully  verified. 

This  being  fufpecled  by  the  grave  Fa- 
ther who  had  anfwered  for  him  to  the 
Provincial,  and  undertaken  to  inftrucl:  him 
before  Friar  Bias  had  completely  corrupted 
him,  the  faid  Father,  under  the  pretence 
of  going  by  way  of  recreation  for  fome 
days  to  a  certain  grange  or  farm  belonging 
to  the   convent,  took  Gerund   with  him, 

4  in- 
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intending  to  remain  there  a  whole  month, 
on  purpofe  that  he  might  have  more  time 
to  infinuate  his  inftrudtions,  hoping  that 
they  would  now  take  effect,  as  he  had  not 
at  his  elbow  the  Predicador  Mayor  to 
whom  it  had  been  chiefly  owing  that  the 
feed  of  good  doclrine  he  had  received 
proved  unfruitful.  This  grave  Father  was 
called4the  Mailer  Prudentio,  and  the  name 
agreed  with  him  well,  as  he  was  a  pru- 
dent, wife,  and  more  than  ordinarily  learn- 
ed man,  of  a  very  courteous  difpofition, 
and  good-natured  even  to  excefs ;  and  on 
that  account  eafy  to  be  perfuaded  to  any 
thing,  and  eafy,  confequently,  to  be  de<- 
ceived. 

The  firft  morning,  then,  after  their  ar- 
rival at  the  Grange,  as  they  were  walking 
out  in  a  pleafant  grove,  faid  the  Mafter 
Prudentio  in  a  kind  tone  to  Friar  Gerund, 
*'  So  now,  my  Friend  Gerund,  thou  art 
at  laft  a  prieft  of  the  Mod  High,  and  Saba- 
tine  preacher  of  the  convent  ?"  "  Yes,  Fa- 
ther Mafter",  anfwered  Gerund,  "  I  am, 
thanks  be  to  God,  and  the  interceffion  of 
your  Paternity,  and  that  of  the  other  good 
fouls.*'  "  You  know,"  continued  Pru- 
dentio, "  that  I  am  bound  for  you  to  the 
Father  Provincial  that  you  fulfil  your  obli- 
gation, 
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gation,  and  do  not  bring  us  to  mame.** 
"  Upon  that  head  your  Paternity  may  be 
very  eafy,"  replied  Gerund,  "  for  I  hope 
in  God  to  acquit  myfelf  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  you  will  have  no  reafon  to  repent 
your  pledge."  "  But  how  can  that  be, 
man,"  faid  the  Father  Matter,  "  if  you 
have  not  ttudied  a  word  of  philofophy, 
theology,  rhetoric,  or  the  holy  fathers, 
nor  indeed  of  any  faculty  whatever ;  and 
a  perfect  orator,  fays  Cicero,  ought  not 
to  be  ignorant  of  any  thing,  as  it  will  be 
requifite,  upon  different  occafions,  that 
he  fpeak  of  all  things  ?" 

A  converfation  now  enfues  in  which  the 
Father  Matter  gives  very  good  inttructions 
to  the  young  preacher ;  and  in  the  courfe 
of  them  the  reading  of  good  fermons  being 
recommended,  Gerund  afks  Prudentio 
which  he  thinks  the  beft,  and  is  told  in 
anfwer,  that  all  comparifon  is  odious,  but 
that  the  fermons  of  St.  Thomas  de  Villa- 
neuva,  of  Friar  Louis  de  Granada,  and  of 
the  venerable  Father  Antonio  Vieyra  highly 
merit  his  attention.  Upon  hearing  the 
name  of  the  latt-mentioned  author,  Ge- 
rund relates  what  the  Barbadino  *  has  faid 

F  *  It  may  be  proper  more  fully  to  inform  the  reader 
unacquainted  with  the  Portugueze  language  that    the 

word 
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in  his  difpraife,  and  the  Father  Matter, 
allowing  him  not  wholly  free  from  fault, 
makes  a  long  and  vehement  defence  of 
him,  introducing  fome  circumflances  of 
his  hiftory.  M  As  to  perfuaftve  eloquence," 
fays  this  father,  (<  as  to  perfuafive  elo- 
quence, which  is  what  alone  deferves  the 
name  of  eloquence,  let  the  Barbadiiio  mew 
me  a  more  active,  more  vigorous,  more 
triumphant  eloquence  than  that  of  the  Fa- 
ther Antonio  Vieyra,  See.  He  is  a  Rhone, 
a  Danube,  in  his  wondrous  rapidity — car- 
ries,   draws,    forces,   ravifhes    every  thing 

with  him no  underftanding   but   what 

vields  to  the  convincing  folidity  of  his  ar- 
gument, no  heart  that  can  refill  the  rapid, 
vigorous,  impulfes  with  which  he  com- 
bats it — no  other  fermons   to  be  devifed 

word  Barbadino,  before  which  he  always  finds  an  arti- 
cle, is  not  a  proper  name,  but  a  fubftantive  epithet 
given  to  a  Capuchin.  This  order,  a  reform  of  the  Fran- 
cifcan,  is  the  only  one  in  which  the  beard  is  .worn. 
Barbadino  is  the  diminutive  of  Barbado,  or  the  btarded. 

The  diminutive   is  ufed not  from  the  fmalhiefs  of 

their   beards,    but from   an   idea  of  humility.     It 

ought  properly  to  have  been  fpelled  Barbadi«/;o  -,  but 
the  Spanifh  manner  of  writing  it  was  copied.  The  n 
followed  by  an  b  in  Portugueze  has  the  fame  found  as 
the  u  in  Spanifh,  and  both  of  them  the  fame  as  the 
French  and  Italian  n  preceded  by  a  g.  The  neareft 
found  to  which  in  Englifh  is  that  of  an  n  followed  by 
an  i. 

8  which 
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which  would  conquer  more  fouls,  efpe- 
cially  in  an  intelligent  and  cultivated  audi- 
ence." 

The  Father  Antonio  Vieyra  was  called 
from  Portugal  *  by  the  general  of  his  or- 
der -f,  at  the  requeft  of  Pope  Alexander 
the  ieventh,  of  many  cardinals,  and  of  the 
famous  queen  of  Sweden,  Chriftiana,  at 
that  time  at  Rome,  who  had  all  a  great 
defire  to  hear  him,  from  the  fame  which 
was  fpread  of  him  ail  over  Europe.  After 
having  preached  many  times  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  (acred  college,  it  was  agreed 
on  all  hands  that  he  was  ilill  much  greater 
than  his  fame.  After  having  preached,  in 
competition  as  we  may  fay,  with  the  great- 
eft  orator  of  that  age  in  Italy,  the  mod 
Reverend  Father  John  Paul  Gliva,  Apoflo- 
lic  preacher  to  three  popes,  and  general  of 
the  Jefuit  order  ;  notwithstanding  the  ele- 
vated merit  of  this  truly  great  man,  not- 
withstanding his  being  reputed,  and  with 
reafon,  as  the  Evangelical  Demofthenes 
of  Italy  ;  notwithstanding  the  natural  pre- 
polTeiTion  with  which  his  countrymen  mufl 
neceffarily   behold    him;     notwithstanding 


*  The  country  which  gave  birth  to  ihis  great  man. 
f  That  of  the  Jeluits. 


the 
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the  weight  thrown  in  the  balance  from  re- 
fpedl,  from  dependence,  from  adulation, 
or  from  all  together,  being  the  fupreme 
head  of  all  his  order,  and  having  an  almofl 
defpotic  authority  in  the  court  of  Rome; 
notwithstanding  all  this,  in  the  two  fer- 
mons  preached  on  the  feftival  of  Saint  Sta- 
niflaus  de  Kofka,  by  the  general  and  the 
fubaltern,  the  Italian  and  the  Portuguefe, 
all  hearers,  both  foreign  and  domeftic, 
gave  the  preference  to  that  of  the  latter. 
This  fame  general,  cautious  and  fparing 
of  their  eulogies  as  all  generals  are,  in  a 
letter  he  wrote  afterwards  from  Rome  to 
Lifbon,  calls  Father  Vieyra  "  The  true  in- 
terpreter of  fcripture,  the  Jingular  organ  or 
channel  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  model  of  ora- 
tors, and  the  father  of  eloquence''  Both 
the  pope  and  the  queen  of  Sweden  begged 
with  the  utmoft  earneftnefs,  that  he  would 
remain  in  that  court,  the  one  in  order  to 
have  him  for  the  oracle  of  his  pontifical 
chapel,  and  the  other  that  he  might  be 
the  ornament  of  her  royal,  wife,  and  learn- 
ed cabinet :  but  both  defined  from  their 
endeavour,  not  to  mortify  the  mod  religi- 
ous and  zealous  father,  who,  having  dedi- 
cated himfelf  by  vow  to  the  Apoftolic  in- 
ftruction  of  the  ignorant   negroes  of  the 

Brazils, 
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Brazils,  and  the  applaufes  which  Europe 
paid  becoming  intolerable  to  him,  hum- 
bly befought  the  head  of  the  church  and 
that  wife  princefs,  that  they  would  fuffer 
him  to  repair  whither  he  was  called  by  his 
own  fpirit,  and  that  of  the  divine  voca- 
tion. Neither  could  he  be  detained  in 
Lifbon  by  the  preffing  inftances  of  the 
king  of  Portugal,  who  would  have  fixed 
him  in  that  city,  to  have  the  comfort  of 
hearing  him  as  a  matter  from  the  pulpit, 
and  obeying  him  as  a  father  at  the  confef- 
fional,  giving  up  to  him  the  direction  of 
his  royal  confcience.  But  the  great  Vieyra, 
firm  to  the  Apoftolic  call,  and  fuperior  to 
all  the  fleeting  honours  with  which  the 
world  allured  him,  reprefented  fo  efficaci- 
ly  to  the  monarch,  how  much  more  and 
how  much  better  he  might  ferve  him  in 
Brazil  than  Lifbon,  that  he  was  at  length 
reluctantly  perfuaded  to  let  him  go. 

This  rnofr.  extraordinary  man  was  buried 
in  the  year  1697,  asaPPears  by  the  infcrip- 
tion  under  a  print  of  him  prefixed  to  his 
works,  at  Baia  in  Brazil,  "  Frequentiffimo 
urbis  concurfu,  ceterno  or  bis  defiderio" 

What 
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What  now,  if,  after  this  eulogy  and  thefe 
'anecdotes,  to  counterbalance  the  many  mofi 
abfurd  and  ridiculous  fermons ,  of  which  fam- 
pies  have  and  will  be  fecn  in  the  courfs  of  this 
work,  and  to  make  fome  amends  for  having 
greatly  curtailed  this  Second  Book  of  the  Hi/lory 
fat  the  end  of  which  we  are  now  arrived)  by 
the  omiffion  of  the  critique  on  the  Barbadinos 
book,  the  reader  Jhould  be  prefented  by  the 
tranjlator  with  the  greatejl  part  of  a  fermon 
of  a  totally  different  complexion,  of  one  of  the 
elegant  and  judicious  fermons  of  the  venerable 
Father  Antonio  Vieyra,  the  trtie  interpreter 
of  fcipture,  the  lingular  organ  or  channel 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  model  of  orators, 
and  the  father  of  eloquence  ? 

It  is  hoped  that  the  gentle  reader  will  be 
pleafed  with  the  prefent,  and,  therefore,  it 
foall  be  made:  and  if  an  ungentle  -one,  or  one 
who  may  think  that  "  Sine  jocis  nil  eft  ju- 
cundum,"  Jljould  knit  his  brows,  and  cry, 
*'  PJhaw  !  are  there  not  ferioufly-ftupid  fer- 
mons enough  of  our  own  growth  '!"  He  may 
pafs  it  by,  and  proceed  diretlly  to  the  Third 
Book  without  lofs  of  time  or  hindrance  of '  buf- 
nfs. 

Vol.  I.  D  d  No 
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Nojingular  and  fupereminent  performance 
of  the  great  Vieyra  fiall  be  culled,  but  ex- 
tracts given  from  one  of  the  firft  fermons  that 
offers  -,  and  this  happens  fortunately  to  be  one 
at  aim  eft  the  end  of  a  long  fries  upon  the 
fame  fubjecJ,  when,  or  never,  the  fpirit  of 
the  writer  may  be  ftppofed  to  fag.  'This 
frmon  is  the  twenty-Jixth  of  the  thirty  upon 
the  R&fary,  beginning  in  the  exxth  page  of 
the  fourth  vol.  Barcelona  edit.  1752,  and  the 
parts  of  it  which  the  reader  will  fee  with 
quotation-marks  are  tranjlated  as  literally  as 
they  can  pofftbly  with  any  tolerable  propriety 
be  tranfated.     It  begins  thus, 


"  Luke  chap.  xi.  ver.  27. 

ft  Beat  us  venter  qui  te  portavit  &  ubera  quae 
fuxijli  / 

"  BlefTed  is  the  womb  that  bare  thee,  and 
"  the  paps  which  thou  haft  fucked. 

"  HP" II IS  text  which  has  been  fo  many 
"  times  repeated  and  fo  varioufly  con- 

"  fidered,  never  had  a  more  high  and 
*'  more  adequate  interpretation  than  on 
"  the  prefent  occafion.     The  devout  wo- 

M  man 
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s<  man  in  the  Gofpel  formed  it  anciently 
"  with  her  words,  and  this  very  text  is 
"  this  day  to  be  commented  on  by  works. 
"  She  bleifed  the  virgin  womb  and  facred 
*'  breads  of  Mary,  Beat  us  venter  qui  te 
"  portavit  &  ubera  quce  fuxijli.  And  this 
*c  fame  womb  and  thefe  fame  breads  of 
"  Mary,  are  nOw  canonized  by  the  virtue 
*'  and  miracles  of  her  Rofary  ;  for  the 
*'  virgin  womb  fupplied  another  Womb* 
M  and  by  the  facred  breads  were  other 
"  breads  fupplied. 

"  Singular,  and  in  all  its  circumflanccs 
*c  admirable,  is  the  cafe,  my  brethren, 
ic  which  I  mall  now  tell  you,  related  by 
"  St.  Alan  de  Rupe,  in  his  book  on  the 
"  birth  of  the  Pfalter  of  the  Virgin.  Two 
if  young  women  of  the  mountains  were 
"  paffing  through  a  defert,  when  they 
"  were  met  by  two  mod  fierce  and  hungry 
"  wolves,  which  divided  between  them  the 
"  innocent  and  defencelefs  prey.  One  of 
"  thefe  damfels  was  devoutly  attached  to 
"  the  Rofary,  which  die  every  day  re- 
**  hearfed  $  the  other  not.  To  the  latter 
*'  .one  of  the  wolves  approached,  and  fix- 
"  ing  his  teeth  in  her  throat,  prefently 
*'  brought  her  lifelefs  to  the  ground. 
"  What  happened  to  the  former  I  Will 
Dd  2  "  relate 
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"  relate  in  the  words  of  the  author,  which 
"  are  thefe,  $ti&  Rofarium  Beatijjima  Vir- 
"  ghiis  red  tare  conjueverat  (rnira  res  !)  hi- 
"  pus  ejus  libera  abrumpit,  rcentrem  dijcerpit, 
"  rifcera  voravit.  Et  adhac  triduo  vixit, 
4(  in  quo  Jincere  confitetur,  devote  covimuni- 
*'  cat j  jiduchil'tter  moritur.  A  Maria  i?j 
tf  extremis  vijitatur,  &  ad  calorum  gaud/a 
"  pcrducitur — that  is  to  fay,  The  other 
"  wolf  attacked  the  damfel  who  rehearfed 
"  the  Rofary,  tore  off  her  breafts,  lace- 
"  rated  her  womb,  and  eat  it,  and  drew 
"  out  all  her  entrails.  And  did  flue  direct- 
<«  ly  die  too  like  her  companion  ?  So  it 
<f  would  have  been  in  the  courfe  of  na- 
«'  ture ;  but  becaufe  (he  was  a  devout  of 
•*  the  Rofary,  the  Virgin,  our  Lady,  pre- 
«c  ferved  her  alive  without  heart  or  entrails 
ct  for  three  days,  in  which  (he  performed 
*f  the  duty  of  confeiiion  much  at  her  lei— 
"  Aire,  and  communicated  .devoutlv,  and 
"  at  the  end  of  them  our  Lady  herfelf  vi- 
"  A  ted  her ;  and,  as  if  the  wolf  had  been 
"  a  tyrant  and  (he  a  martyr,  carried  her 
*f  directly  up  into  heaven  *.  Now  let  us 
*'  remember  thole  words  which  are  the 
<f  moft  glorious  comment  upon  our  text, 

*  A  privilege  martyrs  are  intitlcd  to,  without  vifiting 
purgatory. 

"  Ejus 
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61  Ejus  ubera  abrumpit,  ventre???,  difcerpit. 
ft  And  in  feeing  this  damfel  without 
"  breads  and  without  womb,  yet  alive, 
*'  who  but  mud  repeat  many  times  to  the 
"  worker  of  fo  Angular  and  fo  dupen- 
'*  dous  a  prodigy,  Beautus  venter  qui  te- 
"  portavit  &  ubera  qucz  fuxifti !  Bleffed 
<(  virgin  womb  !  Beatus  venter.  For  it 
"  fupplied  another  womb  ;  ventre?}?  d/fcer- 
"  pit.  And  blefled  facred  breads !  Beat  a 
"  ubera ;  for  they  fupplied  other  breads  ; 
"  ubera  abrwn'pit. 

"  This  particular  cafe,  as  a  comment 
"  fo  proper  to  the  text  I  have  propofed, 
t(  fhall  be  the  foundation  of  my  difcourfe  ; 
"  but  in  fuch  a  manner  that  from  the  par- 
"  ticular  refpect  it  fhall  be  extended  to  the 
'*  common  one,  that  it  may  ferve  all.  We 
"  fhall  fee  then,  with  the  Divine  grace, 
"  that  as  the  Virgin  our  Lady,  in  reward 
"  for  the  devotion  of  the  Roiary,  fupplied 
"  in  this  her  votary  the  want  of  what  was 
"  fo  neceiiary  to  her  for  this  life  and  the 
"  other,  fo  ihe  does  and  will  fupply,  in 
"  all  who  have  the  fame  devotion,  all 
"  want  of  whatever  is  convenient  for  tern- 
•I  poral  life,  and  all  want  of  whatever  is 
"  important  for  that  which  will  be  eter- 
"  nal.     Ave  Maria. 

D  d  3  "  Beatus 
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"  Beat  us    venter    qui    te   portavit,    & 
*••  ubera  qua  fuxifli, 

"  What  would  become  of  this  miferable 
"  world,  fo  defective  and  neceflitous,  af- 
'f  ter  that  by  the  fin  and  corruption  of  the 
*'  firft  man,  it  fell  from  the  perfection  and 
u  abundance  with  which  God  had  creat- 
'f  ed  and  enriched  it,  if  the  Divine  Pro- 
"  vidence  and  mercy  had  not  provided  it 
"  with  a  remedy  equal  to  its  neceflity, 
ct  which  mould  be  the  univerfal  fupple- 
"  ment  of  all  our  wants  ?  This  fupple- 
te  ment,  devout  Chriftians,  is  the  moil 
*f  powerful  Virgin,  our  Lady,  who,  not 
*'  only  from  her  birth,  by  inclination  and 
"  natural  piety,  but  likewife  ab  <zter?io 
*l  from  her  predeflination,  and  by  virtue 
"  of  it,  was  chofen  and  deftined  by  God 
'f  for  this  mod  glorious  end.  The  Theo- 
••  logifts  aik,  whether,  in  cafe  Adam  had 
f}  not  finned,  the  Son  of  God  was  or  was 
?'  not  to  ha\e  become  incarnate  ?  And  the 
*f  opinion  be  ft  founded  in  the  fecrets  of 
"  God  himfelf,  which  he  hath  revealed  to 
f?  us  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  is,  that,  in 
"  fuch  a  cafe,  his  Son,  the  eternal  Word, 
ft  was  not  to  have  become  incarnate,  and 
V  confequently  not  to  have  had  a  mother, 
"  nor  would  there  have  been  in  the  world 
f*  the  Virgin  Mary.  But  as  Adam  did  fin, 
2  M  or 
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€S  or  was  to  fin,  the  divine  Preference  fore- 
"  feeing  that  crime,  which  is  juflly  called 
tf  happy,  O  felix  culpa  !  this  was  the  rea- 
*'  fon  and  the  motive  why  God  predefti- 
€S  nated  the  humanity  of  his  Son,  that,  as 
lt  an  infinite  repairer  of  that  fin,  he  might 
"  give  juft  and  adequate  fatisfa<ftion  to  the 
*•'  offended  divinity. 

^*  But  if  the  Word  might  have  been  made 
(<  man  without  having  a  mother,  like  A- 
"  dam,  why  did  God  ordain  likewife  ab 
"  aterno,  that  he  mould  be  born  of  a  wo- 
"  man  with  a  fecond  predeftination,  or  the 
*•'  fecond  part  of  it,  likewife  not  necefiary 
*?  but  free.  The  reafon  was,  fay  all  the 
"  Saints,  that  as  one  woman  introduced 
"  into  the  world  the  want  of  obedience  and 
'f  of  grace,  fo  another  woman  fhould  be  the 
"  redrefs  and  fupplement  of  it;  the  want 
*t  by  Eve,  the  fupplement  by  Mary.  So 
"  that  ab  aterno  and  by  virtue  of  her  proper 
♦'predeftination  the  Virgin,  our  Lady,  was 
*}  conceived,  chofen,  and  deflined,  firfl:  to 
fi  repair  and  fupply  the  wants  of  the  firfl 
"  mother  in  paradife,  and  afterwards  thofe 
*'  of  the  human  race  in  all  the  world.  The 
V  Virgin  herfelf  will  tell  it  all  to  us,  before 
"  her  birth  in  figures,  and  after  fhe  was 
<*  born  in  perfon. 

P  4  "  Who 
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"  Who  was  ev,er  more  destitute  in  this 
"  life  and  more  in  want  of  every  thing  ne- 
"  ceflary  to  it  than  the  child  Mofes,  when 
"  his  parents,  not  being  able  to  hide  him 
"  from  the  wrath  of  Pharaoh,  (for  by  his 
■*  crying  he  would  difcover  himfelf)  that 
•'  they  might  not  drown  him  with  their 
"  own  hands,  launched  him  on  the  ftream 
"  in  a  bafket  of  rumes,  which  had  no 
"  ether  property  of  a  boat  than  that  of 
'*  being  caulked  -?  On  the  river  were  want- 
"  frig  to  the  child  his  father  and  mother, 
*t  who  remained  on  land  -,  in  his  little  veffel 
*'  were  wanting  to  him  oars,  fail,  and  pi- 
*'  lot ;  above  all  was  wanting  to  him  his 
"  nourishment,  bereaved  of  thole  brcafts 
"  which  gave  him  milk  ;  finally,  he  was 
"  wanting  to  himfelf,  for  he  had  neither 
"  arms  to  fwim  with,  nor  judgment  to 
"  know  h'S  danger,  nor  voice  to  befeech 
"  affiftance.  Thus  he  went  failing  in  the 
"  midft  of  his  own  fhipwreck,  fhrouded 
"  even  in  his  fwadling-bands,  and  laid  in 
"  the  bafket  of  rufht.s  the  new  Argonaut 
'*  of  the  Nile,  when  Maty  his  filler  ap~ 
"  pears  on  the  bank,  fent  thither  by  his 
(i  parents  to  attend  to  the  event.  O  for- 
"  tunate  infant,  in  the  midft  of  what  ap- 
ct  pears  thy  greateil  unhappinefs !  And 
■j  "  does 
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"  does  Mary  aflift  Mofes?  Then,  though 
"  he  wanted  every  thing,  {he  (hall  fupply 
**  whatever  he  may  want.  No  one  can 
**  defire  a  better  guide  or  pilot  to  his  {hip 
"  than  the  eyes  which  Mary  fixes  on  it. 
cc  She  here  {hews  plainly  that  {he  al- 
"  ready  reprefented  in  name  and  actions, 
"  her,  who  was  afterwards  called  the 
"  Lady  of  Good  Direction,  and  of  the  Hap- 
"  py  Voyage  *.  The  eyes  of  Mary,  then, 
•*  which  on  this  occafion  ferved  as  oars 
*'  againft  the  force  and  violence  of  the  cur- 
"  rent,  kept  calling  the  barque  to  more, 
•*  and  the  child  found  harbour  in  no  lefs 
"  than  the  princefs  of  Egypt's  arms.  A 
"  nurfe  muft  be  found  to  wipe  the  tears 
"  from  its  eyes  and  give  it  milk  :  Mary 
"  offers  herfelf  for  the  feeker  of  a  nurfe. 
*'  And  whom  do  you  think  fhe  would 
"  bring  ?  The  genius  only  of  one  who  had 
"  that  name  could  form  fuch  a  fcheme. 
**  The  mother  of  Mofes  himfelf  is  brought 
*  for  a  nurfe,  to  whom  the  princefs  deli- 
"  vers  him  up,  ilrongly  recommending 
"  her  being  careful  of  him  as  of  her  own 
"  child,  with  a  royal  promife  of  '      :      .  ell 

*  Two  titles  under  which  the  Virgin  is  invoked  by 
jnariners. 

**  rewarded 
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"  rewarded  for  her  trouble.  Now  I  afk, 
u  if  there  is  wanting  to  Mofes  any  of  the 
*'  many  things  which  before  were  want- 
*'  ing?  Now  he  has  a  father,  now  he  has 
"  a  mother,  now  he  has  nourifhment, 
now  he  is  on  land,  now  he  has  life,  and 
"  now  he  has  what  was  wanting  to  him, 
"  and  he  could  never  hope  to  attain,  which 
"  is,  to  be  the  adopted  fon  of  that  very 
"  king  of  Egypt  who  had  commanded  him 
"  to  be  thrown  to  the  crocodiles  of  the 
"  Nile.  Thus  Mary  knows  how  to  fup- 
•'  ply  the  wants  of  thofe  who  are  recom- 
"  mended  to  her  by  their  virtues,  though 
*'  they  may  not  be  particularly  devoted  to 
f  her.  But  what,  if  they  fhould  be  her 
brothers,  as  Mofes  was  to  Mary,  and  in 
*e  that  relation  to  the  Virgin  ftand  all  the 
"  brethren  of  the  Rofary  ?  But  we  are  not 
come  to  that  yet. 

"  Palling  on  to  the  New  Teftament ; 
a  certain  marriage  was  celebrated  in 
Cana  of  Galilee,  at  which  fays  the  Evan- 
gelifi  the  Mother  of  Jefus  was  prefent : 
John  ii.  i.  Et  erat  mater  Jefu  ibi.  Some 
will  wonder  that  the  Virgin  Mary  mould 
be  found  there  and  aflift  at  fuch  fort  of 
entertainments  as  wedding-feafts  j  not  as 
a   Virgin,  for   the   Virgm-fhte,  though 

"  fo 
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w  fo  fublime,  defpifes  nor  condemns  not 
**  that  of  marriage,  but  as  Mother  of  the 
"  Saviour;  Mater  Jefu.  As  Mother  of 
"  the  Saviour  this  Lady  was  feen  at  the 
V  foot  of  the  crofs  and  appeared  well  there, 
"John  xix.  25.  Stabat  juxta  crucem  Jefu 
*•  Mater  ejus,  accompanying  his  deftitution, 
"  fufFering  the  fame  pains,  and  co-operat- 
"  ing  in  the  very  redemption.  There  it 
"  was  that  the  Mother  of  Jefus  appeared 
"well;  but  at  marriages!  at  banquets!  Et 
"  erat  Mater  Jefu  ibi!  Yes,  me  was  there, 
"  and  afiifted  at  the  banquet  and  the  mar* 
fi  riage,  to  fupply  what  might  be  wanting 
**  to  them  :  and  where  there  is,  or  is  to  be, 
"  want,  there  it  is  where  the  Mother  of 
"  Jefus  cannot  be  wanting,  and  there 
(i  where  fhe  affiits ;  Erat  Mater  Jefu  ibi. 
"  Chrift  and  his  Difciples  were  likewife  at 
tc  the  fame  marriage,  but  the  Evangelift 
"  remarks  that  they  were  invited;  John 
"  ii.  2.  Vocatus  eft  Jefus  £?  Difcipuli  ejus. 
"  But  of  this  Lady  it  is  not  faid  that  me 
"  was  invited;  becaufe  me  herfelf,  and  her 
ff  providence,  and  her  obligation  invited 
*'  her  and  drew  her  thither,  that  if, 
f4  through  the  poverty  or  the  negligence 
'?  of  the  married  pair,  any  thing  mould  be 
4f  wanting,  fhe  by  her  carefulnefs  and  cha- 

"  rity 
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"  rity  might  fupply  it.  The  event  mewed 
*£it;  and  thus  fhe  went  miraculouflv  fup- 
"  plying  that  which  was  deficient;  ibid. 
"3.  Deficiente  vino. 

,"  But  let  us  hear  the  reply  of  Chrift,  in 
«*  which  more  ftrongly  mines  this  provi- 
"  dence,  and  thefe  powers  in  the  fovereign 
"  Mother.  This  Lady  reprefented  to  her 
"  Son,  as  creator  of  all  things,  the  defici- 
"  ency  there  was;  ibid.  3.  Vinum  non  ha- 
"  bent.  And  the  Lord,  as  furprifed  at  her 
"  implied  requeft,  anfwered,  ibid.  4.  Quid 
**  7nibi&  tibi? — what  bufineis  is  it  of  yours 
*'  or  mine,  what  is  wanting  in  the  houfe  or 
**  at  the  table  of  other  people?  ibid.  5. 
"  Nondtim  venit  hora  me  a  ; — my  hour  for" 
"  working  miracles  is  not  yet  come.  But, 
"  notwithitanding,  this  Lady  did  not  defift 
•'  from  profecuting  the  remedy  of  that  want, 
"  faying  to  them  who  ferved,  that  they 
•*  mould  do  whatever  her  Son  commanded 
u  them,  as  if  fhe  had  faid  to  Him  himfelf, 
"  If  your  hour  for  working  miracles  is 
'*  not  yet  come,  my  care  and  obligation  to 
•'  fupply  what  is  wanting,  pays  not  regard 
"to  hours;  and  the  fame  hour  in  which 
<{  things  are  wanting,  that  is  my  hour." 
"  The  Lord  at  leneth  commanded  that  the 
**  pots  ki  which  there  was  no  wine  mould 

"  be 
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<f  be  filled  with  water,  which  was  imrne- 
*'  diately  converted  with  abundance  and  im- 
"  provement  into  the  very  liquor  that  was 
•  wanting.  In  this  manner  did  the  mod 
"  gracious  Mary  fupply  in  this  want,  not 
"  only  one,  but  many  wants,  and  the  wants 
"  of  many.  To  the  governor  of  the  feafl 
"  me  fupplied  the  want  of  attention,  to 
"  the  married  couple  the  want  of  provifion, 
"  to  the  table  the  want  of  drink,  and  even 
**  to  Chrilt  himfelf  the  want  of  time,  cauf- 
"  ing  that  to  be  anticipated  which  was  not 
(i  arrived.  Finally,  of  all  thofe  who  were 
"  prefent,  this  Lady  alone  took  notice  of  the 
"  want,  becaufe  in  the  governor  of  the 
"feafl  it  was  a  thing  to  be  condemned, 
*'  in  the  married  couple  to  be  forry  for,  in 
*«  the  guefts  to  wonder  at,  and  for  this  Lady 
"  only  to  fupply. 

*'  Thus  was  the  Virgin  Mary  from  her 
"  predeftination  chofen,  and  thus  is  (lie  in- 
"clined  and  intent  from  her  birth  in  this 
*(  defective  world,  to  remedy  and  fupply  all 
"the  wants  which  are  fufkred  in  it;  but 
<s  much  more  fo  fince  the  inflitution  of  her 
"  Rofary,  in  afiiiting  and  rewarding  its  vo- 
••  taries.  Now  comes  in  its  proper  place 
*'  the  notice  of  that  prodigious  event  I  re-- 
'•'prefented    in  the  beginning;    in  which 

«  it 
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it  is  not  eafy  to  fet  forth,  or  even  com* 
prehend  the  many  and  various  wants* 
difficult  and  intricate  to  excefs,  which 
this  Lady  therein  fupplied,  and  in  a 
manner  beyond  all  admiration  ad- 
mirable. 

"  She  fupplied  life  in  the  want  of  all  the 
means  and  inflruments  of  life  itfelf;  and 
againft  all  the  difpofitions  and  caufes  of 
death  prevented  the  foul  from  going  out 
at  that  great  door- — for  the  name  of 
wound  is  little — and  detained  it  there. 
He  only  who  can  comprehend  the  ana-^ 
tomy  of  the  human  body,  the  depen- 
dence and  harmony  of  all  its  parts,  and 
the  admirable  artifice  with  which  the  in-*- 
itruments  which  fultain  it  are  continu- 
ally at  work  hiddenly  or  infenfibly  with- 
in us  (whence  David  lays  to  the  divine 
artificer  himfelf  of  this  fabric,  Pfalm 
cxxxviii.  Mirabilis  fatta  eft  fcimtia  tua  ex 
me)  he  only  who  can  comprehend  all 
this,  can  fully  underlland  how  many 
miracles  are  contained  in  the  foul's  not 
feparating  from  that  body  (o  mangled 
and  empty,  and  a  woman's  being  pre- 
fcrved  alive  in  it  after  a  wild  beait  had 
torn  out  and  devoured  all  her  entrails. 
Without   them  flie   muft   have    wanted 

"  blood, 
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W  blood>  *he  muft  have  wanted  veins,  fhe 
M  muft  have  wanted  arteries,  fhe  muft 
"  have  wanted  animal  and  vital  fpirits,  and 
"  fhe  muft  have  wanted  above  all  the  heart, 
"  the  fountain,  and  principle  of  life.  And 
"  that  in  this  ftate  fhe  fhould  live,  fpeak, 
'*  underftand,  and  exercife  intirely  all  tfrd 
M  operations  of  fenfitive  and  rational  life, 
"  bringing  to  remembrance  her  fins,  be- 
"  wailing  them  with  voluntary  repentance, 
*■  confefhug  them  with  her  tongue,  and 
"  only  not  ftriking  her  breafts,  becaufe  fhe 
"  had  none !  O  miracle  above  all  miracles, 
**  in  which  the  Mother  of  the  Sovereign 
H  Artificer  himfelf  feemed  to  vye  with  and 
"  to  furpafs  him  in  his  own  work! 

"  The  manner  in  which  the  Mother  of 
w  God  fupplied  what  was  wanting  in  that 
"  body,  almoft  a  corpfe,  but  truly  alive,  I 
"  have  already  faid  was  beyond  all  admira- 
"  tion  admirable  ;  becaufe  fhe  did  not  fub- 
"  ftitute  for  the  torn-ofT  breafts  other 
"  breafts,  or  give  another  heart,  entrails, 
"  and  womb,  but  with  the  very  privation 
"  of  the  things  which  were  wanting,  or 
#  the  nothing  of  them,  fhe  fupplied  all. 
w  This  is  a  perfection,  an  excellence,  a 
et  curioufnefs  of    fupplement    never    feen, 

"  even 
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"  even  in  the  works  of  God  himfelf,  fince 
ce  the  beginning  of  the  World.  In  the 
"  firft  three  days  of  the  creation,  becaufe 
"  there  was  no  fun,  (fmce  it  was  created 
V  on  the  fourth,)  God  fupplied  the  want 
"  of  the  fun  with  light,  and  that  made 
"  day,  Gen.  i.  Fiat  lux,  &  faSla  eji  lux, 
"  appellant  que  lucem  diem.  After  Eve  was 
*c  created,  a  rib  was  wanting  to  Adam,  of 
"  which  fhe  was  formed,  and  God  fuppli- 
"ed  the  want  of  this  rib  with  an  equal 
*f  quantity  of  flefh,  Gen.  ii.  Replevit  car- 
"  nem  pro  ea.  Cain  flew  Abel,  and  God 
"  fupplied  the  want  of  that  fon  to  the 
"  mother  with  another  called  Seth,  as  (lie 
u  herfelf  faidj  Gen.  iv.  Pojult  mihi  T)eiU 
u  Semen  aliud  pro  Abel. 

*'  So  that  God  always  fupplied  the  want 
*  of  one  thing  with  fome  other  thing. 
••  But  to  fupply  the  want  with  the  want 
"  itfelf,  or  the  thing  with  the  privation 
*'  and  the  nothing  of  it,  this  perfection, 
**  excellence,  and  curioufnefs  of  fupplo 
"  ment  God  referved  for  his  mother  *.'* 


*  It  would  be  very  weak  in  any  per  fon  to  argue 
againft  the  reality  of  this  miracle  from  the  want  of  the 
teftimony  of  fenfe,  or  the  vifibility  of  it ;  as  weak  as  it 
would   be  to  argue  a gain ft  the  'undoubted  minn-le  of 

Train- 
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The  preacher  here  confiders  an  objection 
Which  might  be   made,  why  the  Lady  of 

Tranfubftantiation,  which  is  every  day  wrought  without 
ocular  proof.     Regnum  Dei  nan  zrnit  cum  cbfervatione. 

The  venerable  Vieyra  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  by  the 
reader  who  may  be  unacquainted  with  the  writers  of  the 
Romifh  Church,  to  advance  any  novel  Doclrine  in  fpeak- 
ing  fo  highly  as  he  does  in  this  fermon  of  the  power  of 
the  Virgin  Mary.  It  is  fpoken  of,  or  meant  to  be  fpoken 
of,  as  highly  by  them  all ;  and  if  they  fall  lhort  of  the. 
Venerable  Vieyra  in  their  expreffion  of  it,  it  is  only  be- 

caufe  they  fall  fhortofhim  in  genius. -One  very  happy 

illuftration  of  the  power  of  the  Virgin  is  to  be  met  with 
in  the  eighteenth  volume  of  the  Memoirs  de  £  Acadamie 
des  Infcriptions  ei  Belles  LcttteS)  which  the  reader  may 
not  be  difpleafed  to  fee. 

Un  moine  revenoit  d'uhe  maifon  dans  laquelle  il  s'in- 
troduifoit  toutes  les  nuits.  II  avoit  a  fon  retour  une  ri- 
viere a  traverfer:  Satan  fenverfa  le  bateau,  &  le  moine 
fut  noye  comme  il  commencoit  1'invitatoire  des  matines 
de  la  Vierge.  Deux  Diables  fe  faifiiTent  de  foil  ame^ 
&  font  arretes  par  deux  anges  qui  la  reclament  en  qua- 
tite  de  chretienne.  '*  Seigneurs  Anges  (difent  les  diables) 
il  eft  vrai  que  Dieu  eft  mort  pour  fes  amis,  &  ce  n'cft 
pas  une  fable ;  mas  celui-ci  etoit  du  nombre  des  ennemis 
de  Dieu  •,  &,  puifque  nous  l'avons  trouve  dans  l'ordure 
du  peche,  nous  allons  le  jetter  dans  le  bourbier  de  1'en- 
fer ;  nous  ferons  bien  recompenfes  de  nos  prevots." 
Apres  bien  des  contestations  les  anges  propofent  de  por- 
ter le  difFerend  au  tribunal  de  la  Vierge.  Les  diables 
repondent  qu'ils  prendront  volontiers  Dieu  pour  juge, 
parcequ'il  jugeoit  felon  les  loix  :  "  Mais,  pour  la  Vierge 
(difent-ils)  nous  n'en  pouvons  efperer  de  juftice  :  elle 
briferoit  toutes  les  portes  de  1'enfer  plutot  que  d'y  laifTer 
un  feul  jour  celui  qui  de  fon  vivant  a  fait  quelques  re- 
verences a  fon  image.  Dieu  he  la  contredit  en  rien  ; 
elle  peut  dire  que  la  pie  eft  noire  &  que  l'eau  trouble  eit 
claire  ;  il  lui  accorde  tout ;  nous  ne  iavons  pluscu  nous 

Vol.  I,  E  e  en 
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the  Rofary  did  not  prevent  the  Wolf  from 
hurting    the    Damfel,     the     pofiibility    of 
which  he  acknowledges,  and  thus   exem- 
plifies : 

<s  One  of  Queen's  Children,  a  little 
"  girl,  fell  from  a  window  of  the  Palace 
"  into  an  Area  in  which  a  Lion  was  kept 
"  confined,  in  whole  paws  they  expected 
lt  to  fee  her  die  if  fhe  mould  efcape  from 
'•  the  fall.  The  child  wore  a  Rofary  for 
"  ornament ;  for  Rofaries  were  the  neck- 
*.'  laces  of  Ladies  in  thofe  days.  The 
«'  keeper  of  the  beaft  and  the  other  fervants 
*f  ran  directly  to  the  place,  and  what  they 
"  law  and  heard,  was,  that  the  Lion  hav- 
"  ing  attacked  the  child,  fhe  had  thrown 
"  her  Rofary  round  his  neck,  and  was 
"  playing  her  little  hands  amongft  his 
"  maggy  ^oc^s>  and  fondling  him  as  if  he 
"  had  been  a  lap-dog,  faying  to  him  very 
"  prettily,  "  Lion,  Lion,  don't  eat  me, 
"  for  I  am  to  be  a  Nun  in  Caftile." 

But,  the  preacher  fays,  that,  as  in  the 
cafe  of  Lazarus,  who  was  fuffered  to  die 
that  the  Son   of  God  might  be  glorified, 

en  famines  ;  d'uh  ambpfas  e!le  fait  un  terne,  d'un 
doi;Wc-dcux  un  qninej  clle  a  le  dez  &  la  chance.  Lc 
jour  que  Dku  fit  fa  mere  i'ut  bien  fatal  pour  nous." 

thia 
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this  Damfel  was  fuffered  to  be  thus  torn  by 
the  Wolf,  that  the  Mother  of  God  might 
be  glorified. 

"  Such  then  was  the  manner,  beyond  all 

V  admiration  admirable,  in  which  the  Mo- 

V  ther  of  God  fupplied  what  was  wanting, 
"  through  the  voracioufn  efs  of  the  Wolf. 
"  Let  us  remember  the  words  of  St.  Alan, 
"  TJbera  abrwnpit,  vtntfem  djfcerpit,  bzc. 
"  The  Virgin  womb  fupplied  the  womb, 
"  and  the  facred  Breads,  &c. 

"  And  that  no  one  may  doubt  that  to 
"  work  this  miracle  was  the  peculiar  pro- 
"  perty  of  the  Virgin  Mary  in  the  quality 
'?  of  the  Lady  of  the  Rofary  and  for  the 
**  merits  of  the  Rofary  itfelf,  her  own  Son, 
"  whom  me  carried  in  that  very  womb 
**■  and  nouriilied  at  thofe  very  breads,  cele- 
*e  brated  it,  and  fung  thus  in  his  language, 
"  which  is  that  of  the  Hebrew  text :  Chrift 
"  fpeaking  of  the  blefied  Belly  of  his  Mo- 
<f  ther,  fays,  Venter  tuus  ficut  aceriws  tri- 
<c  citi,  vallatus  Rq/is.  Can  tic.  vii.  2.  Ex 
"  Text.  Hebr.  And  fpeaking  of  her  facred 
**  Breafts,  fays,  in  the  fame  manner,  Vbera 
"  tuajlciit  duo  hinnuli  gemelli  caprtz  qui  pa f- 
"  mnlur  in  Rojis.  We  (hall  come  to  the 
E  e  2  "  Roies 
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"  Rofes  *  prefently.  Let  us  firft  confider 
f<  the  two  extraordinary  comparifons  of 
"  the  Belly  and  the  Breads,  which  as  they 
*'  are  bucolic  and  paftoral,  are  both  ex- 
u  preffed  in  rural  and  country  terms.  Thy 
■ '  Belly,  he  fays,  is  like  an  heap  of  wheat, 
Xi  Venter  tuus  Jicut  acervus  tritici.  The 
"  connection  which  wheat  has  with  the 
<c  Belly,  is,  that  the  former  is  ordained  for 
"  the  fuftenance  of  the  latter  :  therefore  if 
"  the  Belly  is  praifed  as  wheat,  Jicut  accr- 
"  vus  triciti,  it  is  a  Belly  which  fuftains 
ec  another  Belly.  And  this  was  the  miracle 
Ci  of  the  Virgin  Belly,  which  fuftained 
u  that  of  the  devout  Damfel  after  it  had 
"  been  devoured.  Thy  Breads  he  fays  are 
<(  like  little  twin  mountain-kids  which 
**  fuck,  Sicut  duo  hinnuli  gemelli  qui  paj- 
V  cuntur,  Breafts  do  not  fuck  to  fuftain 
"  themfelves  with  milk,  but  are  fucked 
**  to  fuftain  other  things;  therefore,  if  the 
<f  Breafts  are  praifed  as  things  which  fuck, 
"Jicut  binnulii  they  are  Breafts  which  fuf- 
"  tain  other  Breafts ;  and  thefe  were  the 

*  A  plain  proof  that  our  verfion  of  the  Bible  is 
erroneous,  as  it  fays  nothing  of  Rofes  in  either  of  thefe 
paflages ;  and  the  venerable  Father  informs  us  he  takes 
them  ex  Text.  Hebr.  nor  is  any  thing  laid  about  the 
jacking  of  what  are  there  called  Rees ;  but  we  find  it 
fliould  be  Kids* 

"  facred 
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1  facred  Breads  which  fuftained  thofe  of 
(  the  devout  Damfel,  after  they  had  been 
e  food  to  the  Wolf.     This  being  premifed, 

*  now  come  the  Rofes.  And  why  does 
'  the  text  fay  that  the  Belly  is  fet  round 
'with  Rofes,  Vallatus  Rojis?  And  that 
f  Rofes  are  the  things  which  fuftain  the 
'  Breads,  Qui  pafcuntur  in  Ro/is  ?  Becaufe 
'  the  miracle  of  the  Belly  and  Breads  of 
4  the  Damfel  (not  they  fuftained  in  her, 
'  but  fhe  fuftained  without  them)  was  all 
:  for  the  miracle  of  the  Rofes,  which  like- 
c  wife  in  rural  Metaphor,  in  name,  and  in 
f  virtue,  reprefented  the  Rofary. 

"  From  this  cafe,  fo  particular  and  pro- 
e  digious,  follow,  as  from  their  trunk,  the 
c  univerfal  fruits  which  I  promifed  to  ga- 
f.  ther  from    it  j    it   being  certain,   as   we 

*  (hall  now  fee,  that  as  the  Virgin,  our 
'  Lady,  in  reward  for  the  devotion  of  the 
1  Rofary,  fupplied  in  this  Damfel,  &.c. 
c  me  will  fupply  in  all,  all  wants  Tem- 
1  poral  and  Eternal.  Come  now,  all  peo- 
'  pie,  and  I  will  mew  them,  Sec. 

**  Beginning  with  the  Temporal ;  what 

*  doft  thou  want  ?  I  want  that  which  fup- 
'  plies  all  wants,  which  is  money.  Thus 
c  fays  a  poor  man,  and  thus  all   may  fay. 

*  But  J  fay,  that,  if  they  rehearfe  the  Ro- 

E  e  3  "  fary 
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f*  fary  every  day  to  the  Mother  of  God,  fhe 
M  will  abundantly  fupply  this  want." 

Initances  are  here  given  of  this  being  fo 
completely  done  in  France  and  Germany, 
that  the  good  people  on  whom  the  mira- 
cle was  wrought  became  fo  rich  that 
"  they  maintained  all  the  poor  in  thecoun- 
H  try  in  which  they  lived." 

One  may  be  rich,  but  yet  unhappy  from 
the  want  of  children.  The  devotion  of  the 
Rofary  brings  down  the  blefiing  of  fruit- 
fulnefs  j  as  is  {hewn  by  incon tellable  ex- 
amples in  Fiance  and  Holland. 

Who  has  more  wants  than  the  poor  fol- 
dier?  Particularly  thole  of  defence  in  the 
day  of  battle,  and  of  fecurity  againft  the 
fevere  laws  of  his  commanders  ?  Yet  in  the 
late  wars  in  Flanders  many  foldiers,  by 
virtue  of  repeating  the  Rofary,  found  the 
bullets  of  their  enemies  ftrike  againft  them 
but  as  pellets  of  wax,  and  fall  harmlefs  to 
the  ground.  "  Two  foldiers  being  con- 
"  demned  to  die  for  having  broken  an  edict 
"  of  the  duke  of  Alva,  their  confeflbr 
"  knowing  the  extreme  feverity  of  the 
**  general,  gave  them  no  hopes  of  life,  but 
*f  exhorted  them  to  recommend  themfelves 
"  to  the  Lady  of  the  Rofary.  One  of  them, 
"  an  hardened  and  obftinate  wretch,  paid 

"  no 
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"  no  attention  to  his  advice  ;  but  the  other 
"  embraced  it  heartily,  and  fet  himfelf  to 
"  repeating  the  Rofary  with    all  the  devo- 
M  tion  and  ardour    which    the    urgency  of 
the  cafe  required.     At  length   they  were 
carried  forth   to  punimment,  each  feat- 
"  ed  on  an  afs,  as  is  the  ufual  cuftom  ;  and 
"  the    event    was,   that  the    ailes  pacing, 
*'  furrounded  by   guards,   before  a  church, 
"  the  afs  which    carried    the    foldier   who 
"  had  repeated   the  Rofary  broke  through 
**  the  midft  of  the  throng  with  fuch   fury 
et  that  he  could  not  be  flopped,  and  enter- 
"  ing  into  the  church  went  up  to  a  chapel 
"  of  the  Lady  of  the  Rofary,     under   the 
"  Sacred  Immunity  of  which   the    foldier 
"  remained  not  only  fecure  but  frtQ." 

To  the  foldier  follows  the  litigant;  a 
poor  widow,  who,  having  neither  money 
nor  friends,  had  a  cruel  and  unjuft  decree 
made  againft  her  by  the  judge  j  but  by  vir- 
tue of  her  attachment  to  the  Rofary,  the 
words  were  fo  changed  in  the  judge's 
mouth,  as  to  appear  on  the  record  wholly 
in  her  favour. 

A  good  woman  was  unhappy  from  the 
want  of  her  huiband's  love  ;  {he  repeated 
the  Rofary,  and  foon  found  him  at  her 
feet  in  an  humble  pofture. 

E  e  4  "  I  go 
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"  I  go  on  repeating  lb  many  examples, 
\\  becaufe  I  believe  the  variety  of  them  in 
"  all  ftates,  and  the  miraculous  manner 
"  in  which  the  Virgin  of  the  Rofary  flies 
ft  to  the  afh fiance  of  her  votaries,  and  fup- 
ic  plies  all  their  wants,  will  not  caufe  dif- 
"  gull  to  you  ;  and  efpecially  as  thefe  ex- 
"  ample s  are  ?iecejjary  to  our  fubjetl,  for 
"  without  them  ive  cannot  prove  nor  per- 
(l  fuader, 

Who  undergo  more  dangers  than  fea- 
faring  people,  particularly  from  the  Moors 
and  from  ftorms  ?  Companies  of  Moors  lie 
in  ambuiTi  frequently  on  the  fouthern  coaft 
of  Spain  to  kidnap  unwary  pallengers.  A 
religious  Portuguefe  travelling  that  way, 
was  fet  upon  by  one  of  thefe  companies; 
he  had  immediate  recourfe  to  his  Rofary, 
and,  as  if  a  flam  of  lightning  had  iflued 
from  each  bead,  the  Moors  were  all  fud- 
denly  ilruck  blind  :  the  delivered  traveller 
returned  thanks  to  the  protecting  lady,  and 
laughing  at  the  blind  Moors,  joyfully  pur- 
fued  his  journey. 

Againft  ftorms,  the  preacher  himfelf 
can  prove  the  efficacy  of  the  Rofary  from 
his  own  experience.  He  was  once  in  fuch 
a  ftorm  that  the  fhip  loft  all  her  marts, 
but  upon  the  whole  crew  promifing  to  re- 
peat 
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peat  the  Rofary  every  day  of  their  lives 
the  florm  ceafed,  and  another  fhip  imme- 
diately appeared  which  took  them  from 
their  own  difabled  one  and  carried  them  to 
more. 

In  a  voyage  from  Europe  to  Brafil  a  fai- 
lor  fell  overboard,  and  was  brought  to  the 
fhip  four  days  afterwards  riding  on  fifli- 
back. 

<c  Captain  Alan,  famous  in  the  hiftories 
"  of  the  Rofary,  to  which  he  was  mod 
*e  devoted,  upon  his  fhip's  going  to  the 
"  bottom  in  the  rnidfl:  of  the  fea,  and 
"  every  other  foul  on  board  being  drown- 
"  ed,  found  himfelf  in  that  very  place  on 
"  fhore,  and  walking  upon  land,  made 
"  unequal  by  little  hills  and  fome  moun- 
"  tains :  at  the  end  of  them  he  obferved 
"  (for  he  went  counting  them)  that  the 
*'  mountains  were  fifteen  and  the  hills  an 
«e  hundred  and  fifty  5  for  of  that  very 
<{  Rofary  which  he  wore  about  him  had 
"  our  Lady  made  a  bridge  of  firm  land 
"  over  the  waves  of  the  fea  *." 

That  amongft  the  variety  of  flates  men 
of  letters   may    not    be  excluded,    feveral 

*  Rofaries  generally  confift  of  an  hundred  and  fifty 
fmall  beads  (for  Aves)  and  fifteen  large  ones  (for  Pater- 
pojlers. 

8  proofs 
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proofs  are  given  of  the  Rofary's  conferring 
great  abilities,-  and  particularly,  "  An- 
"  other  fludent,  who  wanted  neither  parts 
"  nor  memory,  was  Co  unapt  to  poetry 
"  that  he  could  not  join  three  fyllables  to- 
"  gether  which  would  run  in  a  verfe  ;  but 
*c  being  taught,  not  by  his  mafter,  but  by 
"  his  mother,  to  repeat  the  Rofary,  fo 
"  fruitful  a  vein  of  poety  was  opened  in 
**  him,  that  he  directly  not  only  far  ex- 
<e  ceeded  all  his  fellow-ftudents  but  became 
**  equal  to  the  poets  of  greateft  fame  *." 

Poor  fouls  fhut  up  in  prifon  want  liber- 
ty ',  the  Virgin  has  often  miraculoufly  de- 
livered them  for  their  devotion  of  the 
Rofary. 

Then  as  to  difeafes,  the  laft  temporal 
confideration  with  our  preacher,  the  Rofary 
is  a  Panacea.  No  fever,  of  whatever- 
kind,  no  diforder  of  the  eyes,  the  ears,  or 
tongue ;  no  (lone,  no  gout,  no  dropfy,  no 
plague,  no  lamenefs,  no  wound,  not  even 
the  apoplexy,  nor  confirmed  madnefs,  can 
withftand  its  power. 

With  regard  to  eternal  concerns,  we 
fland  in  need  of  redflance  againfl:  tempta- 
tions, of  repentance,  and  of  grace. 

*  If  the  preacher  had  mentioned  the  name  of  this 
poet,  the  reader  mould  have  been  acquainted  with  it. 

"  A  beau- 
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ff  A  beautiful  but  wicked  woman  in 
"  Mexico  tempted  a  youth,  who  was 
H  caught  eafily  in  her  lure.  And  both  of 
"  them  going  out  of  the  city,  by  her  ad- 
**  vice,  to  a  place  fit  for  the  execution  of 
"  what  thev  had  concerted,  the  woman 
"  told  him  that  he  muft  firft  lay  afide  a 
'*  Rofary  which  he  wore  round  his  neck 
*.'  covered  by  his  cloaths.  The  youth  fur- 
"  prifed  that  me  mould  fee  what  he  car- 
"  ried  fo  hiddenly,  began  to  fufpect  fome 
"  evil,  and  anfwered  that  he  would  not  for 
"  the  world  lay  afide  the  Rofary  on  which 
"  he  every  day  repeated  his  prayers  to  the 
"  Mother  of  God.  And  what  does  the 
"  woman,  feeing  this  refinance  ?  me  ceaf- 
"  ed  fuddenly  to  appear  as  me  had  before 
"  appeared,  and  manifefted  what  me  was; 
"  for  under  that  difguife  it  was  the  devil, 
"  who,  new  transformed  into  a  moil:  hide- 
"  ous  figure,  faid  to  him,  May  that  Ro- 
"  fary,  and  the  many  times  you  have  re- 
"  peated  it,  avail  you!  for  if  you  had 
"  thrown  it  from  you,  I  mould  have  car- 
"  ried  you  direclly  into  hell." 

A  poor  wretch  fold  himfelf  to  the  devil, 
and  gave  him  a  contract,  as  is  ufual,  fign- 
ed  with  his  blood.  He  immediately  be- 
came rich,    but  was    very  unhappy.     In 

this 
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this  ftate  he  chanced  to  go  into  a  church, 
not  with  a  pious  defign,  on  the  feftival  of 
the  Rofary.  "  The  fermon  was  not  like 
*'  thofe  which  arc  ordinarily  heard  on  that 
"  day,  employed  all  in  the  defcription  of 
H  the  Queen  of  Flowers  and  the  excellence 
*'  of  the  Rofe,  without  more  fubftance 
"  than  the  appearance  of  the  Metaphor  and 
<f  the  found  of  the  Name;  but  the  difcourfe 
*'  was  a  folid  and  ufeful  one  (fuch  as  they 
"  truly  ought  to  be)  founded  in  the  virtue 
"  and  powers  of  the  devotion  and  myfte- 
Ci  ries  of  the  Rofary,  and  all  confirmed  by  au- 
**  thentic  and  experienced  examples  which  are 
"  what  alone  prove  and  perfaade"  This 
miferable  (lave  of  the  devil  was  (truck  with 
what  he  heard,  and  reiolved  to  try  what 
the  Rofary  would  do  towards  redeeming 
him  from  his  captivity.  His  infernal  maf- 
ter  failed  not  endeavouring  to  ditTuade  him, 
laughing  at  his  new  hope,  appearing  to 
him  whenever  he  was  repeating  his  Rofary, 
ihewing  him  his  contract,  and  telling  him 
that  he  troubled  himfelf  in  vain,  for  that 
he  was  his,  and  mould  be  fo  to  all  eternity. 
But,  one  day,  as  the  penitent  captive  was 
proftrating  himfelf  before  the  Image  of 
eur  Lady  of  the  Rofary,  he  faw  a  paper 
drop  from    her  hand  j  he  took  it   up,  and 
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from  the  writing  and  figning  found  it  wa3 
the  very  identical  contract  by  which  he 
had  fold  himfelf  to  the  devil.  But  the 
miracle  flopped  not  here  :  he  looked  at  it 
again,  and  behold,  not  a  ftroke  of  a  letter 
was  to  be  feen,  the  whole  being  complete- 
ly erafed. 

'<  St.  Dominic  happened  to  meet  In 
"  Italy  with  a  famous  robber  who  belong- 
st  ed  to  a  gang.  The  pious  father  attempt- 
<c  ed  in  vain  to  convert  him,  but  at  length 
"  prevailed  fo  far  as  to  make  him  promife 
*f  to  repeat  the  Rofary  every  day ;  which 
*'  he  conftantly  did,  whenever  he  was  at 
"  leifure  from  robbery  and  murder.  In  a 
"  fhort  time  he  died  of  a  difeafe,  and  was 
"  buried  by  his  companions,  without  any 
"  religious  act,  impioufly  and  brutally  as  he 
*'  had  lived.  After  he  had  been  buried 
"  two  years,  St.  Dominic  happened  to  pafs 
"  that  way  again,  when  he  heard  a  con- 
"  fufed  and  plaintive  voice,  but  could  not 
"  tell  whence  it  proceeded,  'till  coming  to 
*'  the  very  fpot  where  he  was  buried,  he 
(e  found  it  proceeded  thence  and  could 
"hear  it  fay  diftinclly,  "  O  Father  Friar 
"  Dominic,  fervant  of  the  living  Cod, 
*'  have  pity  on  me !"  The  earth  being  open- 
t(  ed,  there  came  out,  to  the  aftoniiliment 
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"  of  all  thofe  who  accompanied  the  faint, 
"  a  living  man.  Being  afked  who  he  was, 
««  he  laid,  "  Father,  I  am  that  great  rob- 
"  ber,  whom  you  endeavoured  to  convert, 
**  and  I  would  not,  and  only  agreed  to  re- 
"  peat  the  Rofary  according  to  your  ad- 
"  vice.  My  companions  buried  me  here 
"  alive,  thinking  I  was  dead,  on  account 
"  of  a  long  fit  I  was  in.  Being  buried  and 
"  covered  with  earth,  it  might  naturally 
"  be  expected  I  mould  die  directly,  and  go 
*'  to  fuller  in  hell  the  pains  to  which  I  was 
*'  condemned  for  my  wicked  life ;  but  the 
"  Sovereign  Virgin  Mary  obtained  of  her 
"  bleffed  Son  that  I  mould  not  die,  and  that 
"  thefe  two  years,  in  which  I  have  fuffer- 
"  ed  the  moil:  horrible  pains,  mould  ferve 
,(  me  inflead  of  purgatory."  This  he  faid 
"  in  public  -,  and  then  confefling  his  fins  to 
"  the  faint,  as  foon  as  he  had  received  ab- 
"  folution  and  communicated,  the  body 
<c  dropped  down  dead,  and  the  foul,  with 
<f  the  grace  of  the  Sacrament,  which  alone 
"  had  been  wanting  to  it,  went  up  to  be 
"  with  the  Lord  in  Glory." 

The  moft  convincing  and  irrefragable 
proof  of  the  virtue  of  the  Rofary,  the 
preacher,  like  a  true  orator,  has  reierved 
for  the  laft.  He  now  only  touches  again 
upon  the  Breads  and  Belly  and  concludes. 
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The  Translator  has  endeavoured  to  be 
religioufty  juft  to  the  original.  He  has  not 
prefumed  to  add  any  thing :  And  if  he  has 
omitted  fome  of  the  venerable  Father's  proofs, 
they  were  fuch  only  as  were  not  fa  very  ex- 
cellent and  ftriking  as  thofe  which  have  been 
laid  before  the  reader. 

If  there  would  not  be  an  impropriety  in 
mixing  foreign  matter  with  this  difcourfe,  the 
tranjlator  would  be  glad  to  be  indulged  in. 
juft  mentioning  a  piece  of  doSlrine  of  this  truly 
venerable  Father,  which  he  was  pleaftngly 
ft  ruck  with,  and  greatly  admired  when  he. 
read  it,  and  which  he  finds  in  the  beginning 
of  the  twenty-third  Sermon  of  this  fries 
upon  the  Rofary  at  the  lxxxvii^  page  of  the 
fourth  Volume.  The  preacher  is  relating 
with  much  grace  the  ftory  of  the  trial  of 
wit  on  ff  What  is  the  ftrongeft  thing  F"  from 
the  fourth  chapter  of  the  fir  ft  book  of  Efdras, 
and  acknowledges  the  fentence  of  Zorobabel, 
who  J aid  that  Truth  was  the  ftrongeft  thing, 
to  be  better  than  thofe  of  his  competitors ; 
but  the  fagacious  Father  has  a  fentence  of 
his  own  which  isftill  better  than  Zorababel's, 
for  he  fays  that  he  has  found  by  experience, 
that  there  are  much  ftronger  things  than 
Truth,  and  they  are  L  IE  S. 
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Of  a   Bar r abas-like    trick  ivhich    the  foul 
.    fend  played  Friar  Gerund  to  clinch  the 
nail  of  his  folly. 

THE  very  critical  and  very  curious 
reader  will  have  obferved  perhaps 
(and  yet  it  is  very  natural  that  he  ihould 
not  obferve)  that  the  divifion  of  my  work 
and  the  beginning  of  this  third  book  19 
not  according  to  art.  For  the  firft  book 
having  finished    with  the   childhood   and 

firft 
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firft  part  of  the  education  of  our  incompa- 
rable Friar  Gerund,  and  left  him  in  the 
noviciate,  habited  a  Religious  5  it  teemed 
that  the  fecond  fhould  baveclofed  with  the 
ftudies,  great  or  little,  which  he  followed 
in  it,  and  that  the  third  ought  to  begin 
from  his  being  dubbed  a  Priett  andSabatine 
preacher  ;  inafmuch  as  this  new  Rate,  and 
likewife  this  new  employ  conftituted  an 
epoch  in  his  life,  natural,  opportune,  and 
proper  for  this  third  divilion.  Whence 
perchance  will  this  obferving  reader  im- 
peach poor  book  the  fecond  upon  the  article 
of  his  lafi  chapter,  pleading  that  he  hath 
infringed  on  the  rights  of  the  third  book, 
and  that  it  was  an  ufurpation  and  tyranny 
to  deprive  him  of  the  laid  chapter. 

I  will  not  fwear  that  he  who  lhall  make 
this  remark  may  not  have  fome  fir-dow  or 
appearance  of  reafon.  But  beiides  that  hi- 
therto no  pragmatic  fanclion  has  been 
published  to  give  certain,  fixed,  and  uni- 
verfal  rules  for  the  limits  and  termination 
of  paragraphs,  chapters,  or  books ;  as  thefe 
cuftomary  divisions  have  been  introduced 
into  the  literary  world  in  order  to  give  a 
breathing-time  as  well  to  the  writers  as  the 
readers,  when  I  affirm  that  I  was  not  out 
of   breath  or  in   the  leail  tired  'till' I  left 
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Friar  Gerund,  not  only  with   the   title  of 
Sabatine  preacher  but  with  the   firft  glim- 
merings of  the  inftrudtion   of  the  Father 
Mafler  Prudentio,  I  cannot  help  thinking 
but  that  it  will  be  fufficient  to  fhut  up  this 
critical   obferver's   mouth.     If  my  readers 
were  tired  fooner,  that  ought  not  to  be  laid 
to  my  account.     Do  I  prevent  them  from 
fliutting   the  book  when   they   pleafe,  and 
from   lleeping  foundly  'till  they  awake  of 
themfelves,  by  which   they  may  not  only 
divide,  but  make  mrnce-meat  of  the  books 
and  chapters  whenever   they  think  proper. 
But  they  will  tell  me  perhaps,  that  although 
there  be  no  written  law   to  regulate  thefe 
divifions,  yet  that  they  are  regulated   and 
even  dictated  by  natural  law  ;    that  is,  by 
the  confeience   and  reaion  of  methodical, 
clear,  and  economical  writers.     To  which 
I  anfwer,  that,  as  to  this  affair  of  confei- 
ence and  natural  reaion,  each  one  can  have 
it  but  in  the  meafure  which  God  has  been 
pleafed  to  give  it,  and  that  of  under/land- 
ings there  is  as  great  a  variety  as  of  faces, 
Such  an  one  thinks   he  writes   and  fpeaks 
with  the  belt  method  in  the  world,  and  to 
another  who  reads  or  hears  him  he  feems 
an  eternal  embroiler,  and  a  very  Babel  of 
confufions.     For  example,  let  it  be  told  to 
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the  author  of  "  The  true  Method  of  Study" 
that  all  he  has  written  is  a  mere  embolifm 
or  infertion  of  foreign  and  abfurd  matter, 
that  in  many  places  the  practical  rules 
which  he  gives  are  fcarce  preceptible,  that 
thofe  which  are  perceptible  are  impoffible 
or  extremely  difficult  to  be  practifed,  and 
confequently  that  no  faculty  can  be  learned 
by  them — he  would  become  pofferTed  by 
the  Demon  of  Rage,  would  tear  his  beard 
away  at  your  tearing  away  what  he  thought 
his  bravery  and  ornament,  and  at  any  one 
who  mould  come  on  fuch  an  embafly  would 
mower  a  volley  of  "  Parvoices,  Ridicula- 
?'ies,  and  Crafas  Ignoranzas  *,"  to  fend  him 
back  farter  than  he  came. 

Again,  not  many  years  ago  a  certain 
Latin  Surgeon  (for  £0  he  himfelf  faid  he 
was)  an  honefl  well-meaning  man,  printed 
a  book  with  this  title,  "  A  Rational  Me- 
thod and  Chirurgical  Direction  for  the  Cure  of 
Chilblains"  Who  would  not  hence  fup- 
pofe  that  the  work  confided  of  methodical 
and  practical  rules  for  the  curing  thefe 
wantonnerTes  of  the  blood  which  fo  forely 
vex  the  young  folks,  and  fometimes  men 

*  Portuguefe  words  much  ufed  by  this  author,  fig- 
liifying  FolU«,  Abfurdities,  and  darkeft  Ignorance. 
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grown  and  even  grey-headed  ?  But  no,  Sir: 
of    the  thirteen   chapters    of    which    the 
book  is  compoied   the  laft  only  has  fome 
little   touch  upon   practical  method ;    the 
other  twelve,  befides   being  moil  imperti- 
nent to  the  fubject,  have  as  much  of  me- 
thod and  chirurgical   direction  as  of  pro- 
priety, and  benefit  to  the  reader.     Of  this 
one  John  de  la  Encina,  the  mercilefs  writer 
of  three  letters  tolerably   well    compofed, 
endeavoured  to  convince  the  author,  whofe 
fides  he  well  belaboured  for  his   felf-attri- 
buted  appellative  of  Latin   Surgeon  ;    and 
though  he  really  made  it  very  evident  that 
the  title  of  Method  could  be  allowed  to  this 
idle  performance  only  by  way  of  joke  or  an- 
tiphrafis,  yet  the  honeft  author  went  to  the 
other  world  perfectly  perfuaded  that  in  this 
there  had  not  been  written  a  thing  more 
methodical  or    directive.     Now    let    their 
worships  come  with  a  grave  face  and  talk 
to  me  of  the  confcience  and  natural  reafon 
which  dictate  to  every  author  the  method 
he  fhould  obferve  in  the  economy  of  his 
work! 

But  in  mort— • for  we  are  beating  our 
brains  to  no  purpofe— let  the  curious  reader 
obferve  that  in  the  nnt  paragraph  of  the 
laft   chapter   of  the   preceding  book  our 
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Friar  Gerund  appeared  a  Prieft  in  facie 
ecckjia*  and  Sabatine  Preacher  in  full  form, 
and  let  him  anfwer  before  God  and  in  con- 
fcience  this  little  queftion  :  Would  it  have 
been  feemly  that  the  faid  chapter  mould 
have  conlifled  of  no  more  than  a  fingle 
paragraph,  and  that  it  mould  have  pre- 
fented  itfelf  in  the  book  but  as  a  fucking 
chapter,  or  a  chapter  in  miniature,  when  the 
others  may  pafs  for  general  chapters,  even 
of  the  mod  numerous  fraternities,  from  the 
multitude  of  its  members,  and  numbers 
which  concur  in  the  compofition  of  them  ? 
Let  the  prudent  and  equitable  reader  do 
juftice;  and  if,  notwithstanding,  he  will  not 
allow  me  to  have  any  reafon  on  my  fide, 
Patience,  Charles,  Patience  *. 

'  Having  made  this  digreffion,  as  necef- 
fary  as  troublefome  and  impertinent,  let  us 
fet  about  tying  the  broken  thread  of  our 
hiftory.  It  is  a  tradicion  from  father  to 
fon  that  the  Matter  Prudentio  and  our  Friar 

*  The  province  of  Catalonia  belonged  fome  time  to 
Charles  the  third  of  France,  who  for  a  while  refided, 
and  fpent  much  money  in  it ;  but  no  fooner  had  he  left 
it  and  returned  to  France  than  the  people  revolted,  and, 
upon  being  told  of  his  complaints  of  their  ingratitude, 
faid,  raaeiiaa,  Carles,  Pacicncia !  Hence  likewife  the 
proverb  upon  interefted  adulation,  Viva  Carlos  tcra-ro, 
bajla  que  vive  el  dinero  !  Long  live  Charles  the  third,  if 
he  does  not  outlive  his  money  I 
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Gerund  were  juft  finifhing  a  hearty  dinner 
after  their  long  walk   and  profitable  dif- 
courfe,— by  the  fame  token  they  had  for  a 
defert  fome  lozenges  in  the  fhape  of  mails, 
and  fome  macaroons  like  acorns,    which 
had  been  prefented  to  Prudentio,  by  a  cer- 
tain nun  of  the  order  to  whom  he  was  con- 
feffor — when  they  heard  a  loud  calling  at 
the  gate  of  the  farm-houfe.     The  lay-bro- 
ther,   the  farmer  who  lived  in  and   took 
care  of  it,  went  out  at  the  noife  to  fee  who 
was    there,  and  behold — who  could  have 
divined  it !- — there   was   no  lefs  than  the 
Predicador  Mayor,  the  incomparable  Friar 
Bias  in  his  own  proper  perfon,  in  company 
with   a  ilurdy,    broad-mouldered,    bufhy- 
pated,  countryman;  the  Predicador  mounted 
on  a  raw-boned,  thin-flanked,  long-legged, 
hollow-eyed,  pyballed   portmanteau -horfe, 
and  his  companion  on  a   narrow-rumped, 
round-barrelled,    quick-eared,  lively,  grey 
colt.     Now  it  happened,  that  in  a  village 
prefuming  to  the  title  of  town  (two  leagues 
diilant  from  the  Grange)  which  was  anci- 
ently called  Little  Jaca,  but  now,  either  by 
corruption  or  to  reduce  it  with  the  dimi- 
nutive to   one  word,  is  called  Jacarilla,  a 
fraternity    dedicated   to   St.   Orofia,    had  a 
few  years  fince  been  inftituted  by  the  par- 
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fon  of  the  parifh,  a  native  of  the  province 
e/f  Arragon,  and  much  devoted  to  the  Saint. 
The  Majordomo  for  that  year,  who  was 
the  Farmer,  accompanying  Friar  Bias,  had 
pitched  upon  him  to  preach  the  fermon  ; 
and  though  it  was  worth  no  more  than  five 
reals,  two  pounds  of  turron*,  and  a  bottle 
of  the  wine  of  the  country,  Friar  Bias  had 
accepted  it ;  for  in  the  affair  of  fermons  he 
was  of  the  opinion  of  the  retail  dealers,  that 
"  Many  a  little  makes  a  mickle,"  and  that 
we  fhould,  "  Greet  every  linner  who  comes 
*'  with  filver."  It  was  going  out  of  their 
way  to  call  at  the  Grange,  but  thePredicador 
could  not  refift  the  temptation  of  fetching 
this  compafs,  that  he  might  dine  at  a  houfe 
belonging  to  the  order,  and  above  all,  that 
he  might  fee  his  beloved  Friar  Gerund, 
though  they  had  fo  lately  parted. 

As  much  as  Friar  Gerund  rejoiced  at  the 
fight  of  his  friend,  fo  much  did  Father 
Prudentio  grieve  at  the  troublefome  vifit, 
fearing  that  if  he  left  them  to  talk  together 
alone,  the  hare-brained  Predicador  would 
tfeftroy  all  that,  according  to  his  way  of 
thinking,  Gerund  had  benefitted  in  the 
morning's   conversation.       He  determined 

*  A  fweetmeat  made  of  almondg,  nuts,  pine-kernels, 
*nd  walnuts,  toafted  and  mixed  with  honey. 

Ff  4  there- 


44°       The    HISTORY    cf 

therefore,  net  to  lofe  fight  of  them  a 
moment  till  Friar  Bias  fhould  troop  oft, 
which  he  fuppofed  he  would  do  directly 
after  dinner ;  and  to  expedite  matters  as 
much  as  pofiible,  he  ordered  the  lay-brother 
to  warm  the  remnants  of  their  meal  in  ail 
hafte,  and  add  a  few  rafliers  of  bacon, 
which  is  the  ready  fuccour  for  fudden 
guefts,  when  they  come  at  the  taking  away 
the  cloth. 

Whilft  this  was  preparing  theMajordomo 
gave  them  not  a  little  diverfion,  who, 
though  he  was  a  mere  clown  in  his  breed- 
ing, expreiTions,  and  demeanour,  was  fufii- 
ciently  cunning,  and,  rather  than  not,  fome- 
what  of  a  wag.  He  already  knew  that  the 
father  Mailer  Prudentio,  was  a  man  much 
refpecled  in  the  order,  for  Friar  Bias  had 
told  him  fo  on  the  road  ;  therefore,  as  foon 
as  he  came  into  the  parlour,  he  made  him 
a  moil  reverent  obeifance,  fcraping  his  left 
foot  fo  far  behind  him,  that  he  had  like  to 
have  fallen  upon  his  knee,  but^ret  without 
offering  to  move  his  hat,  which  was  firmly 
fixed  down  to  his  eye-brows,  and  feeing  the 
father  ftill  eating  fome  of  the  defert,  laid, 
u  Good  afternoon,  your  eternity  *,  moftRe- 

*  Btertftp;  Tfrnity,  Trinity,  Ike.   uicd  by  the  vulgar 
for  Patermfyt 
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verund  Fey  ther  Fliar  Matter,  and  much  good 
may  it  do   your  Revrunce  ;  pray  God  it  bo- 
all  convarted  to  fat  *."     And  as  foon  as  he 
had  fpoken,  without  waiting  to  be  afked, 
he  laid  hold  of  one  of  the  jugs  of  wine, 
which  flood  on  a  waiter  upon  the  table,  in 
order  to  drink  what  they  call  a  St.  Victo- 
riano,  that  is,  to  tofs  it  all  off,  and  with  a 
bumpkin  air  of  gaiety  and  freedom,   im- 
mediately added,     u  To   your  health,   my 
reverunt  Trinity  ;  and  alfo  to   that  of  my 
feyther  Perdicador,   Fliar  Bras,  who  is  the 
flower  of  notable  Perdicators  ;  and  alfo  to 
that  of  that  young   Fliar,  for,  the  deuce 
take  my  enemies,  I   take  him  to  be  a  gee- 
nus,  and  think  that   in  time  he  will  come 
to  be  another  Fliar  Bras ;  and  alfo  to  that 
of  my    friend    here,  the  Feyther   Farmer 
Fliar  Gregory,  for  though  he  is  not  of  the 
mafs,  (no  more  was  his  feyther)  God  blefs 
him,  yet,   at  (heep-fair   a  whole  flock  of 
Feyther   Perfentados  cant    match   him  in 
cunning,  and  in  fhort,  nothing  comes  amifs 
to  him."     Having   finifhed  this  litany,  he 
laid  the  jug,  which  was  of  a  middling  lize, 
to  his  mouth  and  finimed  that,  and,   turn- 

*  An  ufual  compliment  to  any  one  eating.  The 
Italians  fay,  "  Latte  e  SangueT i.  e.  may  it  be  con- 
verted to  milk  and  blood  ! 

ing 


44 .1       The    HISTORY  of 

mg  it  upiide-down  on  the  waiter,  threw 
himfelf  on  a  bench  and  began  ftretching 
and  yawning  with  much  authority. 

Prudentio  was  much  pleafed  with  this 
introduction,  and,  being  a  very  good- 
natured  man,  faid  to  him,  after  his  draught, 
in  a  friendly  tone,  "  Much  good  do  ye, 
uncle — how  do  you  call  yourfelf  ?"  "  Baf- 
tian  Borrego,  an'  pleafe  your  reverunce  -" 
and  at  faying  this  he  made  a  motion  to- 
wards raifing  his  hat  a  little.  "  Many 
years  of  health  and  happinefs,"  continued 
Prudentio  "  to  you,  and  your  fpoufe,  and 
your  children,  if  you  have  any."  "  Ay, 
and  as  fair  as  flowers,  thof  I  fay  it 
that  mould  not  fay  it  (replied  uncle 
Baftian)  efpecially  one  little  one,  who  hay 
juft  put  on  the  habit  of  St.  John  of  God, 
thofe  whom  we  commonly  call  water-gruel 
or  foup-meagre  Fliars*;  let  him  alone, 
your  Reverunce  !  My  word  for't  he'll  do? 
'Tis  a  jewel."  "  And  fo  uncle  Baftian," 
proceeded  Prudentio,  '*  is  Majordomo  of 
St.  Orofia  ?"  *f  And  fo  I  was,"  anfwered 
Borrego,  •'  of  the  fkternity  of  the  Sacra- 
ment, and  of  the  Crofs,  and  of  All-fouls  ; 
and    there   is  now    nothing  wanting,  but 

*  KofphaHcrs,  an  order  defuned  for  the  care  of  the 
lick. 

that 
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jthat  they  lay  that  of  St.  Roque  upon   my 
Shoulders ;  which  they  will  not  fail  to  do, 
for   troubles     were    made   for    the  poor." 
5C  According  to  that  you  think  it  a  trouble 
to  ferve  the  Saints  ?"  replied    the   Father 
Matter.    "  As  to  the  Saints,  our  Feyther,  it 
is  good  to  farve  them ;  but  the  cafe  is,  ac- 
cording  to  my  poor  magination,    that  in 
thefe  Majordomofhips  o*  my  fins,  the  Saints 
are   ferved    but   little,    and   the   brethren 
much.     If  not,  tell   me,  your  Reverunce, 
what  great  farvice  it  is  of  to  the  Saints  that 
a  poor  fellow  like  me  mould  fpend  in  each 
of  the  Majordomofhips  fixty  reals  in  wine, 
twenty  in  cske,  ten  in  nuts,  all  out  of  bro- 
therly   love  ;  without  reckoning  the  wax, 
and  the  dinner  for  the  Revrunt  the  Clargy, 
and  the  payment  of  the  Preacher,  which 
all  together  makes  fuch  a  ftroke  as  raifes 
a  weal  above  an  hundred  and  twenty  reals 
high.     The  three   laft  articles  indeed  may 
pals,    as   Church-matters  ;    but   then    the 
wine   for  the  Brethren  !   When  there   are 
fome  men  who  will  fuck  you  half  a  dozen 
quarts  *  !   And  the  cake,  and  the  nuts,  by 
way  of  whet !   'tis  too  much.     And  to  this 
let  your  Trinity  add  the  dance  in  the  even- 

*  Dos  quart'illaS)  two  quarter  parts  of  an  arroba ^  con- 
fining eight  azumbres,  or  twelve'Englifh  quarts. 
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ing  at  the  Majordomo's  door,  which  often 
lafts  till  late  at  night,  efpecially  if  the  Tabor- 
and-pipe-man  touches  upon  the  tune  which 
we  call  the  Frighten-flea-tune.  Will  your 
Revrunce  tell  me  that  this  conduces  to  the 
farvice  either  of  God  or  the  Saints  ?" 

"  I  cannot  think  indeed  (faid  Friar  Pru- 
dentio)  that  they  are  much  ferved  by  this, 
and  therefore  I  do  not  approve  of  it.     But 
if  my  uncle  Baftian   knows  that  Majordo- 
momips  and  Fraternities  are  but  a  pretext 
for  drunken-bouts,  why  has  he  any  thing 
to   do   with    them  ?"    M  Why   have  I  any 
thing  to  do  with  them  !    A  choice  queftion 
by  my  truly  !  One  may  fee  plain  enough 
that    your  Revrunce  has   been   buried  in 
yourftudy  amongfi  your  books,  and  knows 
not  what  paffes  in  the  world.     Our  Fey- 
ther,  it   is    neceflary    for    us    who  live  in 
towns  to  belong  to  flaternities,  becaufe — 
becaufe,  it  is  necefTary,  and  I  fay  no  more, 
for — a  word  to  the  wife,  you  know.     Be- 
fides    this   reafon,  which    weighs  half   an 
hundred,  there  comes  a    Fliar    every  now 
and  then,  and  does  fo  fet  forth  the  undul- 
gences  of  a  flaternity  !  Then  comes  another, 
and  preaches  fuch  things  upon  the  prayers 
we  make  for  the  poor  dead  fouls,  that  if  a 
man   does  not   believe    them,   away    they 

carry 
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carry  him  the  Lord  knows  where,  or  what 
becomes  of  him  * ;  and  if  he  does  believe 
them,  and  does  not  adt  accordingly,  they 
hold  him  for  a  Jew" 

"  But  though  you  belong  to  fraternities," 
faid  Prudentio,    "  they  cannot  oblige  you 
to  be  Majordomo."     "  They  can't  oblige 
me   to   be  Majordomo !"    anfwered  uncle 
Borrego  ;    "  if  your   Revrunce  knows  no 
more  of  tology  than  of  flaternities  I  would 
not  change  knowledge  with  you.     What 
reafon   is   there,     divine   or  human,    that 
when  I  have  drank  of  the  wine,   and  eat 
of  the  cake  of  my  brethren,  they  mould 
not  eat  and  drink  of  mine  ?  Befides  this,  if 
I  partake  of  the  undulgencies  and  the  be- 
nefit of  the  prayers,  I  mufl  likewile  par- 
take  the   expence.     For,    pray,    is   there 
nothing  more  required  than  the  belonging 
only  to  a  flaternity,  in  order  to  one's  dying 
well  or  ill  as  God  mail  help  one,  and  juft 
popping  one's   head   into    pulgatory,    and 
coming  out  again  with  all  the  eafe  in  the 
world,  without  it's  cofting  one  fo  much 
as  it  does  any  other  poor  foul  ?  Much  wor- 
ship, much  coft  ;  many  words  will  not  fill 
a  buihel ;  if  we  go  to  bowls  we  mull  take 
rubbers.'' 

*  In  the  inquifition, 

"  But 
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"  But  if  the  member  of  a  fraternity 
goes  to  Hell,"  faid  Prudefitio,  '*  what  will 
the  prayers  and  indigencies  avail  him  ?" 
"  Ay,  there,"  anfwered  Uncle  Baftian, 
*'  there  your  Revfunt  Eternity  has  hit  the 
mark,  and  one  fees  that  you  are  a  tologer  : 
and  I,  who  am  not  one,  have  often  put 
this  difficult  queftion  to  many  Feyther 
Preachers,  and  in  truth  they  never  knew 
how  to  folve  it  clearly.  The  fraternities 
affording  nothing  but  prayers  and  undul- 
gencies,  are  of  ufe  only  to  thofe  who  are 
in  a  ftate  of  grace,  but  are  of  no  avail  to 
put  one  in  that  ftate,  unlefs  it  be  by  very 
round-about  ways.  Then  fays  I,  in  the 
name  of  God  and  the  King,  how  much 
better  are  thofe  Maternities  which  are  called 
conjurations  ?"  "  Congregations,  you  would 
fay,  uncle  Baftian,"  interrupted  Prudentio. 
"  Never  mind  bowels  and  fynnables,  your 
Revrunce  -y  for  if  we  underftand  one  an- 
other, we  underftand  one  another,  and 
every  man  fneezes  as  God  helps  him.  I 
fay,  how  much  better  are  thefe  conjurati-' 
ons,  or  congrigations,  or  whatever  they  are, 
which  oblige  one  to  fweep  one's  confcience 
clean,  conferTing  and  communicating  very 
often,  as  if  one  fiiould  fay,  every  month, 
or  on   the   principal  feftival?,  which  give 

a  chriftian 
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2  chriftian  rules  for  living  honeftly,  in 
which  there  are  no  majordomo-mips  nor 
deviltry  of  charity  and  entertainments,  and 
which  in  fhort  are  a  means  to  deliver  a 
man  from  hell,  when  the  utmoft:  the 
others  pretend  to,  is  to  take  him  out  of 
pulgatory  ?  Now  I  fay,  our  feyther,  that 
when  I  am  once  in  pulgatory  I  mall  far- 
tainly,  fooner  or  later,  without  their  help, 
get  out  of  it;  but  In  enfenio  mula  es  en- 
rent  io  [In  inferno  nulla  eft  redemptio],  and 
fure  enough  the  office  or  mafs  of  fouls 
which  the  flaternities  fay  for  the  departed 
brethren  cannot  drag  me  out  of  it." 

The  good  Father  Mafter  was  much  en- 
tertained by  the  converfation  of  uncle  Baf- 
tian,  for  through  his  rufticity  he  could  dis- 
cover that  the  man  did  not  want  humour 
and  undemanding.  Defirous  therefore  of 
hearing  him  talk  farther  he  afked  him,  who 
it  was  that  in  his  town  of  Little  jaca  tfr 
Jacarilla  had  founded  the  fraternity  of  St. 
Orolia,  as  it  appeared  to  him  fomething  ex- 
traordinary ;  for  though  he  had  feen  many 
fraternities  of  the  Sacrament,  of  Souls,  of 
St.  Roque,  and  St..  Bias,  and  other  Saints, 
yet  he  had  never  feen  or  heard  any  thing  of 
St.  Orofia,  as  this  Saint,  though  fo  great, 
was  but  little  known  in  Caltile.  "  To  this, 
2  Revrunt 


448        The    HISTORY    of 

Revrunt  Feyther,  I  muft  anfwer,"  faicl 
uncle  Baftian,  ftretching  forth  his  hand 
and  taking  a  pinch  of  his  own  accord  out 
of  the  box  which  the  father  mafter  juft 
then  opened,  "  to  this  I  muft  anfwer  that, 
every  city  has  its  wonder,  and  every  rogue 
his  Saint.  The  parfon  of  our  parifh  is  an 
Arragonian,  born  and  chriftened  in  the  city 
of  Jaca,  which  they  fay  lies  away  yander, 
hard  by  the  country  of  the  Moors  :  And  by 
the  way  I  muft  tell  your  Revrunce  that  he 
won't  have  us  call  him  Signior  Guillen  (for 
that  is  his  name)  but  Mof en  Guillen,  for 
that  he  fays  is  the  cuftom  in  his  country  ; 
and  fure  enough  at  firft  we  all  laughed 
heartily  at  it;  for  this  Mofen,  founding 
like  Mofes,  feemed  to  us  to  have  a  fmack 
of  the  Jew."  No,  no,  faid  Prudentio ; 
"  it  is  a  very  old  Spanifli  word,  taken  from 
the  Arabic,  exoreffive  of  ?ny  Signior,  and 
frill  preferved  in  Arragon  as  the  diftinctive 
and  refpeclfui  title  of  the  Priefts."  "  Well 
then,"  proceeded  Baftian,  "  this  Priell  of 
ours  is  a  Saint  (aaid  of  that  would  I  make 
oath  before  the  face  of  God)  and  becaufe, 
he  fays,  that  in  the  city  of  Jaca,  where  he 
was  born,  they  have  the  greateft  devotion 
to  St.  Oroiia  who  is  their  Patronefs,  he  alfo 
has  the  greateft  devotion  to  her  -,  and  as 
i  our 
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our  parifh  is  called  Little  Jaca,  he  preach- 
ed us  a  farmunt  (and  good  Lord !  what  a 
farmunt  did  he  preach  us!)  in  which  he 
told  us  that  it  would  be  right  that  we  mould 
have  the  fame  Patronefs  as  Great  Jaca,  for 
that  God  and  the  Saints  were  no  refpecters 
of  features ;  and  I  remember  that  he 
brought  a  text  from  Jefabel,  anointing 
David  King"  —  f*  Samuel,  the  preacher 
muft  have  laid"  interrupted  Prudentio — 
"  Samuel  or  Jefabel,  for  it  is  all  one  in 
the  fight  of  God,"  continued  honeft  Baftian, 
««  to  whom  his  Majefty  *  faid  that  he 
fhould  not  regard  his  ftature,  whether 
great  or  fmall,  and  he  directly  faid  it  in 
Latin  io  clear  and  pat  to  the  purpofe  that 
even  my  little  Coney  understood  it,  for  £o 
my  wife  is  called,  Barthola  Coney,  to 
farve  God  and  your  Trinity.  In  fhort  he 
told  us  fuch,  and  fo  great  things  of  the 
grorious  Saint,  that  on  that  very  day  a 
veftry  was  called,  and  there  we  all  voted 
with  incontinence  that  (he  fhould  be  Patro- 
nefs of  the  town  -,  and  moreover  we  found- 
ed a  flaternity,  into  which  almoft  all  the 
neighbours   entered;    and  laft   of  all   we 

*  That  is,  God's  Majefty;  often  thus  brought  in  by 
the  vulgar  after  the  name  of  God  has  bee-n  mentioned. 

Vol.  I.  G  ^  bound 
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bound  ourfelves  in  an  obrigation  before  the 
notary  to  make  a  feftival  every  year  to  the 
blerTed  faint — and  let  us  alone  for  that ;  for 
truft  me,  your  Revrunce,  there's    ne'er  a 
more  famous  one  in  all  the  country  round 
about.     And  as  I  was  faying,  every  Major- 
domo    flrives    to    bring     the     toppingeft 
preacher  in  all  the  neighbourhood ;  and  fo 
in  the   three  years  fince  the   flaternity  was 
founded,    the  flrfl;    that   preached    was    a 
Feyther  Definder,  who  foared  out  of  fight; 
the  fecond  was  one  of  thofe  fenior  Feythers 
who  are  called — who  are  called — what  a 
head  ! — who  are  called — 'tis  fomethinglike 
Giblets" — "  Jubilated  Fathers,"  faid   Pru- 
dentio — "  Ay,    ay,    a    Gibleted  Feyther," 
continued  Baftian,  *'  and  o'  my  confcience 
he  was  a  very  Eagle:  And  this  year,  which 
is  the  third,  and   it  has  fallen  upon  me  to 
be  Majordomo,  I  directly  clapped  my  eye 
upon  our   Feyther  Fliar  Bras ;  for    when  I 
heard  the  farmunt  of  St.  Benedict  upon  the 
Hill  at  Cevico  de    la  Torre,  that   momunt 
I  marked  un   for  my  own,   and  faid  with- 
in myfelf,  ha,  I  fee  thou  art  a  brave  cock  ! 
and  if   I  farve  the   flaternity,  pleafe  God, 
fuch  a  bold  bird  (han't  efcape  me." 

Juft    now  entered   the   lay-brother  Gre- 
gory with  the  victuals,  and  Prudentio  al- 

moft 
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inofr.  repented  that  he  had  made  fuch  hafb 
towards  difpatching  his  guefts,  as  he  took 
great  pleafure  in  the  converfation  of  uncle 
Baftian.  But  yet  as  it  was  outweighed  by 
the  inconveniences  he  feared  from  the  Pre- 
dicador  Mayor  if  he  and  Gerund  mould 
talk  together  alone,  he  purfued  his  firft 
idea  of  haftening  their  meal  and  difpatch- 
ing them  as  foon  as  it  was  ended,  and 
therefore  gave  orders  aloud  to  Gregory 
that  whilft  the  gentlemen  were  eating  he 
mould  give  their  horfes  a  feed  of  corn  that 
they  might  be  ready  for  them  foon. 

The  Friar  eat  like  a  Farmer,  and  the 
Farmer  eat  like  a  Friar;  and  as  foon  as  Pru- 
dentio  could  put  in  a  queilion  with  any 
tolerable  hope  of  an  anfwer,  he  afked  Baf- 
tian  how  the  preachers  were  to  talk  about 
a  Saint  who  was  fo  little  known?  "  As  to 
that,  our  Feyther"  faid  the  uncle,  "  our 
Mofen  Guillen  takes  care  ;  for  your  Re- 
vrunce  is  to  know  that  they  fent  un  from 
Great  Jaca  an  heap  of  fermunts  as  high  as 
this  (lifting  his  hand  half  a  yard  from  the 
table)  all  in  print,  as  would  amaze  one; 
It  feems  as  how  thefe  farmunts  are  all 
copies  of  one  which  a  fliar  compofed  for 
St.  Orofia,  in  order  to  preach  it  in  the  city 
of  Jaca;  yet  in  the  end  it  happened,  I  know 
G  g  2  not 
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not  upon  what  account,  that  he  did  not 
preach  it.  But  the  fliar,  who  they  fay  is  a 
defpret  man  for  farcwnjiances  and  one  of  the 
braved:  preachers  in  all  that  country,  thof 
he  did  not  preach  the  farmunt,  printed  it  j 
and  as  he  has  a  great  friendfhip  with  Mofen 
Guillen  he  fent  un  the  heap  I  fpokeof ;  and 
Mofen  Guillen,  as  foon  as  a  Majordomo  is 
chofe,  gives  un  a  copy  for  un  to  give  to 
the  preacher  whom  he  invites,  by  way  of 
fample  and  direcliun.  But  to  your  Temity's 
health,  my  Revrunt  Feyther ;  "  let  us 
moiften  the  word  j"  and  in  faying  this  he 
laid  a  lufty  flagon  to  his  lips. 

"  Thank  you,  uncle ;"  replied  Prudentio, 
and  continued,  faying,  "  To  be  Aire  this  fer- 
mon  muft  be  fomething  very  extraordinary, 
and  without  doubt  gives  great  information 
concerning  St.  Orofia  ?"  "  As  to  me,  our 
Feyther,"  anfwered  the  good  Borrego,  lick- 
ing his  lips  after  his  draught  and  wiping 
his  whifkers  with  the  back  of  his  hand,  f*  I 
am  but  a  poor  fimpleton  who  can  neither 
write  nor  read,  and  do  not  understand  it  j 
but  a  fon  of  mine,  who  is  a  Lynx,  though 
but  eighteen  years  old,  and  can  already  read 
law-hand,  read  it  one  evening  to  my  Coney 
and  me,  and  it  feemed  to  us  to  contain  very 
deep  things.     It  is  unpoflible  for  God  but 

6  that 
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that  the  farmunt  mufl:  be  one  of  the  moft 
ftupenjufteft  farmunts  which  were  ever 
preached  in  the  world,  becaufe  your  Re- 
vrunce  may  obferve  that  belides  its  being 
printed  and  publifhed,  it — but  if  your  Tri- 
nity has  a  mind  to  read  it,  leave  it  to  me, 
for  I  will  afk  Mofen  Guillen  for  one  and 
bring  it  to  you  when  I  return  from  accom- 
panying our  Feyther  Predicador  Mayor 
back  to  his  convunt." 

"  There  is  no  occafion  for  that,"  faid 
Friar  Bias,  "  for  I  will  give  your  Paternity 
the  copy  that  the  Majordomo  prefented  to 
me  which  I  have  with  me  in  my  wallet, 
for  I  was  fo  delighted  with  reading  it  that  I 
did  not  know  how  to  put  it  out  of  my  hand, 
and  by  the  mere  reading  it  I  have  it  as  it 
were  by  heart.  It  is  one  of  the  greateft 
fermons  I  ever  read  in  my  life."  "  And 
does  it  take  notice  of  all  the  circumftances  ?" 
afked  Friar  Gerund  eagerly.  *'  Let  me 
drink  a  health  to  our  Father  Matter,  and 
then  I  will  anfwer  thee."  Friar  Bias  took 
a  draught  equal  to  that  of  the  Majordomo, 
and  wiping  his  mouth  with  deliberation 
and  authority  proceeded  f  '*  Does  he  take 
notice  of  all  the  circumftances!  Not  a  An- 
gle one  is  there  but  what  he  brings  in.  But 
how  ?  He  takes  notice  of  the  fituation  in 
G  g  3  which 
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which  the  church  of  Jaca  flood;  he  takes 
notice  of  its  coat  of  arms ;  he  takes  notice 
of  that  of  the  fignior  bifhop  who  was  at 
that  time;  he  takes  notice  of  the  number 
of  the  regidors  of  the  city  ;  he  takes  notice 
of  the  women  who  formerly  defended  it 
againfl  the  Moors;  and  though  it  is  true 
that  no  one  heard  the  fermon,  becaufe  it 
was  not  preached,  yet  as  it  was  compofed 
in  order  to  be  heard,  he  takes  notice  of  the 
infinite  number  of  thofe  who  might  have 
heard  it;  and  laftly  he  takes  notice  of  the 
number  of  thofe  who  carried  the  canopy 
over  the  hoft,  which  was  eight.  And  all 
with  texts  fo  appofite,  opportune,  and  lite- 
ral as  is  afloninhing,  and  it  feems  almon: 
like  an  impoflibility  that  any  mortal  genius 
fhould  have  arrived  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  ex- 
cellence. This,  this  is  preaching  !  or  ra- 
ther, in  the  prefentcafe,  This  is  compofing 
fermons !  for  every  thing  elfe  is  fluff!"  And 
in  a  tranfport  upon  faying  this  he  ftruck 
the  palm  of  his  hand  upon  the  table  with 
fuch  vehemence  as  wanted  little  of  over- 
turning all  the  crockery  which  flood  upon 
it;  and  as  to  the  flagon,  a  faith- worthy 
author  afTerts  that  it  would  infallibly  have 
gone  to  the  ground  had  it  not  been  inftantly 
embraced  by  the  hands  of  the  vigilant  Se- 
fcaftian  Borrego.  A°es 
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Ages  did  the  minutes  feem  to  the  blended 
Friar  Gerund    till   he    read   a   fermon   fo 
much  extolled  by  fuch  a  man  as  the  Pre- 
dicador   Mayor,    whom   he  efteemed   the 
mod:  redoubted  Scare-chriftian   that  digni- 
fied the  pulpit  in  that  age.     He  was  burn- 
ing  to    afk  him   for   it,  and  had   already 
brought  the  requeft  to  the   very  tip  of  his 
tongue,  where  it  flood  quivering  with  eager 
impatience  to  depart,  when   he   was  with- 
held by   refpect   to  the  Father  Matter,  to 
whom  the  other  had  made  the  offer  of  it ; 
to   this    refpecl  was   likewife  added   fome 
little  fear,  which  he  had  conceived  till  he 
mould   know   what   opinion  his  Paternity 
would  form   of  this  Sermon,  especially  as 
he  had  obferved  certain  geftures  of  difplea- 
fure  in  his  Reverence,    whilft   Friar  Bias 
was  infifting  on  the  perfection  and  punctu- 
ality  with    which  the  author   had   taken 
notice  of  all  the  circumftances. 

Indeed  fo  little  was  this  to  the  taite  of 
the  fenfible  Prudentio,  that  he  broke  out 
with  faying,  '*  I  accept  the  offer  of  the 
Sermon  which  the  Predicador  makes  me, 
only  by  way  of  diverting  myfelf  with  it, 
and  pitying  the  compofer  of  it  ;  for  as  to 
any  thing  elfe,  it  is  plain  from  what  t.-  * 
Predicador  fays,  there  is  no  occalion  to 
G  g  4  read 
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read  it,  efpecially  to  know  that  it  mufl  be 
an  heap  of   abfurdities  and  puerilities,  and 
that  it  has   nothing  of  a  Sermon   but  the 
title  and  fubjedt.    Sermons  of  Circumjlances! 
and   of  fuch  Circumftances  !    Surely  there 
never  was  a  madnefs  more  deplorable,  more 
fhameful,  more  unworthy  the  chair  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,    or   which   more  expofes   the 
folly  of  the  Preacher,  the  depraved  tafle  of 
the  audience,  and  the  profound  ignorance 
both  in  one  and  the  other  of  true  eloquence. 
In  Spain  only   is  this  fcandalous   ftupidity 
praclifed ;    and   even    in  Spain   it  did  not 
take    place  till  towards   the  latter  part  of 
the  lafl  century,  when  the  pulpit  began  to 
be  profaned  with  thefe  ridiculous  indecen- 
cies by  certain    Merry- Andrews,  Puppet- 
fhew-men,  or  Poetaflers  in  profe,  applaud- 
ed as  great  preachers  by  the  ignorance  of 
the  vulgar.     You  cannot  mew  me  a  fingle 
Sermon  of  thofe,  which  are  called  circum- 
jlanced,  of  a  more  ancient  date.     All  fo- 
reign nations  turn  us  into  ridicule  (and  the 
worn:  of  the  affair  is,  that  we  richly  deferve 
it)  for  this  impertinent,  puerile,    mad   ex- 
travagance. 

*f  A  Sermon  of  Circumflances!  How  mould 
there  be  any  circumftance  in  a  Sermon  than 
that  of  preaching  of  the  Saint,  of  the  Myf- 

tery, 
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tery,  or  of  the  fubjecl:  which  is  propofed 
to  be  treated  on  ?    What  connection  has  it 
with  the   virtues  of  St.  Orofia,    that  the 
cathedral  of  Jaca  be  in  this  or  that  fitua- 
tion  ?    That   it  be  called   by  this  name  or 
the  other  ?  That  the  arms  of  the  Bi(hop  be 
a  Lion  or  an  Oftridge  ?    That  the  Church 
has    for  its   bearing,    two   keys   with  two 
doors,  or  two  arks  without  locks  ?    Whe- 
ther the  Regidors  of  the  city  be  nine  or 
nineteen  ?    Whether  the  Canopy  was  fup- 
ported    by  eight,  or  eight  hundred,    if  it 
were  poflible  ?  And  finally,  what  could  St. 
Orofia    have    to    do  with,    or  what  glory 
could  accrue  to  her  from,   the  women  of 
Jaca's  having  defended  the  city  againft  the 
Moors,   when   this   event  happened  many 
years  before  ever  there  was  a  St.  Orofia  in 
the  world  ?    Do  any  of  thefe  things  con- 
duce towards  forming  an  high  conception 
of  the  merit  of  the  Saint,  a  great  idea  of 
her  power,  a  lively  confidence  in  her  pro- 
tection, or  an  excitement  to  the  imitation 
of  her  heroic  virtues,  which  is,  or  ought  to 
be,  the   whole   bufinefs   of  a   panegyrical 
Sermon  ? 

"  The  matters  of  facred  eloquence,  or  even 
of  profane,  were  never  betrayed  into  fuch 
impertinences.     Is  there  to  be  found,  even 

the 
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the  moft  diflant  likenefs  of  them  in  the 
fermons,  the  homilies,  or  the  panegyricks 
of  the  holy  Fathers  ?  Did  Cicero  or  Quin- 
tilian  ever  give  into  fuch  ridiculous  follies  ? 
If  an  advocate  in  his  pleading  in  a  court  of 
juftice  mould  make  a  circumftance  of  the 
arms  of  the  judge,  the  ornaments  of  the 
bench,  the  vaulting  of  the  roof,  or  any 
fuch  fopperies,  would  he  be  fuffcred  to 
proceed  in  his  harangue  ?  Would  he  not 
be  feat  to  finifh  it  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Mad-houfe  ?  How  then,  in  the  name  of 
God  and  Reafon,  mould  this  be  tolerated 
in  a  Preacher  ?  How  (bould  he  be  applaud- 
ed, how  mould  he  be  celebrated  for  it  ? 
How  mould  not  his  praifes  be  converted 
into  hiifes,  and  a  ftorm  of  hats  and  caps 
affail  him  in  default  of  cabbage-ftalks  and 
rotten  eggs  ? — But  this  required  a  more 
]eifure  difcuffion,  and  is  not  well  timed  at 
prefent.  Well,  now,  gentlemen,  you  have 
finifhed  your  meal  and  have  got  five  leagues 
to  go  to  Jacarilla  :  Here,  Gregory,  bring 
out  the  gentlemen's  horfes :  Brother  Bias, 
pray  leave  me  this  curious  Sermon  for  my 
entertainment,  and  there  is  no  time  to  be 
loft,  for  it  is  growing  late." 

For  his  fina  was  the  poor  Majordomo  let 
into  a  fecret,  at  endeavouring  to  rife  from 

the 
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the  table,  which  was,  that  it  was  out  of 
his  power  ;  for  his  head  weighed  too  much 
for  his  body  to  fupport.  The  cafe  was, 
that  whilft  the  zealous  Father  Prudentio 
had  been  vehemently  preaching  againft  the 
preachers  who  lofe  their  time  in  taking 
notice  of  ridiculous  circumftances,  the  good 
Uncle  Baftian  had  not  loft  his  time  in  court- 
ing the  flagon,  and,  repeating  his  draughts, 
which  were  all  in  folio,  the  wine  had  done 
its  office  ;  fo  that  when  he  attempted  to 
rife  from  his  feat  he  fell  between  the  table 
and  the  form,  having  the  misfortune  to 
ftrike  his  head  againft  the  corner  of  the 
latter,  and  receive  a  wound,  which  ran  like 
a  tap.  Nothing  was  now  to  be  done,  but 
to  drefs  and  bind  up  his  broken  pate,  have 
him  carried  to  bed  by  four  of  the  hinds, 
and  give  him  till  the  next  morning  to.  re- 
cover from  his  trance  *. 


*  If  we  obferve  that  this  Sebaftian  Borrego  is  not  in- 
troduced as  any  extraordinary  and  uncommon  character, 
but  rather  as  a  fpecimen  for  the  defcription  of  the  people 
of  his  clafs,  and  recollect  that  he  fays  fome  of  his  bre- 
thren will  fuck  half  a  dozen  quarts  of  wine,  we  may 
find  reafon  to  think  the  general  notion  of  Spani/h  fobriety 
is  a  miftake,  and  fubferibe  to  their  proverb,  ufed  fome- 
where  in  the  foregoing  part  of  this  work,  that,  All  the 
world  is  country,  i.  e.  That  the  vulgar  of  all  countries 
will  drink  to  excefs  when  they  drink  at  free-coft. 


Prudentio 
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Prudentio  much  lamented  this  untoward 
accident,  becaufe  it  was  now  unavoidable 
that  Gerund  and  his  beloved  Predicador 
Mayor  mould  be  together  ;  but  he  deter- 
mined not  to  leave  them  a  fingle  inftant  by 
themfelves  :  and  whilft  he  was  fcheming 
fome  method  of  entertaining  them,  the  foul 
fiend,  who  never  fleeps,  contrived  that  the 
arch-prieft  of  that  diftricT:,  the  parfon  of  a 
neighbouring  parifh,  mould  juft  then  come 
to  vilit  him,  and  who,  foon  after  the  firft 
compliments  were  paid,  faid  that,  with 
the  leave  of  his  company,  he  had  fomething 
to  confult  upon  in  private  with  his  Reve- 
rence. 

CHAP.     II. 

Friar  Bias  and  Friar  Gerund  go  to  take  a 
walk :  and  of  the  ridiculous  rules  for 
-preaching  given  to  the  latter  by  the  former 
with  all  his  five  fenfes, 

HIS  Reverence's  company  could  not  at 
that  time  have  formed  a  vvifh  more 
to  their  hearts'  content ;  and  therefore,  with- 
out waiting  for  a  fecond  hint,  they  take 
their  hats  and  flicks  and  fally  forth  into  the 
fields,  fully  refolved  not  to  be  houfed  again 

'till 
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'till  late  in  the  evening.  Before  all  things 
the  Predicador  Mayor  would  fain  read 
to  his  beloved  Sabatine  the  fermon  he  was 
to  preach  for  St.  Orofia,  which  he  carried 
clofely  buttoned  up  in  his  breaft,  alluring 
him  that  of  all  the  fermons  he  ever  com- 
pofed  it  was  one  of  thofe  which  were  moll: 
to  his  fatisfaction.  But  Friar  Gerund  told 
him  that  there  would  be  time  enough  to 
read  the  fermon,  and  that  he  had  then  a 
thoufand  things  to  fay  to  him  which  he 
would  not  by  any  means  mould  be  forgot- 
ten j  efpecially,  that  as  Opportunity  was 
bald  behind  it  was  necefiary  to  take  her  by 
the  forelock,  fince  they  might  not  have  the 
happinefs  of  being  alone  together  again  for 
a  long  time.  He  then  dealt  out  to  him  all 
the  converfation  which  had  pafled  in  the 
morning  with  the  Father  Matter ;  what  he 
had  told  him  of  the  faculties  in  which  every 
good  orator  ought  to  be  (at  lead  tolerably) 
informed  ;  the  necefiity  of  reading  the  Holy 
Fathers,  and  in  default  of  that,  the  method 
of  fupplying  it  by  the  attentive  perufal  of 
fome  good  and  chofen  volumes  of  fermons  ; 
thofe  which  he  had  particularly  pointed  out, 
which  were  the  competitions  of  St.  Tho- 
mas de  Villanueva*  Friar  Lewis  de  Gre- 
nada, and   the  Father  Vieyra ;  and  finally 

the 
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;xie  rules,  which,  at  his  requeft,  he  had 
offered  to  give  him  for  the  rightly  com- 
poiing  all  kinds  of  fermons. 

"  Well,  and   what  didft  thou  think  of 
all  that  the  pious  Greybeard  faid  to  thee  ?" 
"  What    do    you   fuppofe,    Sir,    I  could 
think,"  anfwered  Gerund,  "  but  that  there 
is  nothing  but  lees  left  in  this  old  cafk  ? 
How  mould   a  dotard  do  otherwife   than 
dote  ?*'     *'  Well  now,  to  fave  long  fend- 
ing and  proving,  lince  there  is  no  contra- 
dicting experience,  and  that  thou  mayft  fee 
how  fenfelefsly  this  old  man  talks,    hear 
one  plain  and  fimple,  but  at  the  fame  time, 
convincing,  argument :  I  have  ftudied  none 
of  thofe  faculties  which  he  fays  are  fo  ne- 
ceiTary  in  order  to  be  a  good  preacher.     I 
have  never  read  of  the  Holy  Fathers  more 
than  what  I  meet  with  of  them  in  the  por- 
tions  of  the   Breviary,    and  in   the  fingle 
fermons  I  happen  to  light  upon,  or  the  few 
collections  I  make  ufe  of :  I  don't  know 
that  I  have  feen  fo  much  as  the  binding  of 
the  volumes  of  St.  Thomas  de  Villanueva  ; 
as  to  thofe  of  Friar  Lewis  de  Granada,  the 
devil   take  me  if  I  ever  read  a  fingle  line  ; 
and  of  Vieyra  only   I  have  read  fome  fer- 
mons, becaufe  I  am  much  pleafed  with  his 
acutenefs.     Now  this  being  fo,  I  aik  thee, 

Doll 
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Doft  thou  think  before  God  and  in  thy  con- 
ference that  I  preach  decently  ?"  "  What 
do  you  mean  by  decently  ?"  afked  Gerund 
with  great  quicknefs ;  "  I  never  in  my 
life  have  heard,  nor  do  I  believe  I  ever  mall 
hear  a  preacher  equal  to  you."  "  Therefore 
to  preach  well,"  concluded  Friar  Bias, 
<f  there  is  no  occafion  for  all  this  fluff, 
with  which  the  old  almanac  of  a  Pru- 
dentio  would  teaze  thy  heart  out." 

81  The  argument  is  unanfwerable,"  faid 
the  candid  Friar  Gerund  ;  "  and  fo  I  now, 
my  dear  Father,  give  you  my  folemn  word 
never  to  mind  any  thing  he  fays.  My 
Guide,  my  Tutor,  my  Matter,  and,  as  they 
fay,  my  Pulpit-Godfather,  (hall  be  You,  and 
you  only  ;  your  counfel  (hall  be  my  oracle, 
your  will  my  precept,  and  never  will  I  de- 
part a  jot  from  whatever  you  (hall  teach 
me.  Therefore,  as  the  afternoon  is  yet 
young,  and  the  occafion  cannot  be  more 
happy,  pray  give  me  fome  clear,  mort,  in- 
telligible rules,  fuch  as  I  may  eafily  re- 
member, for  the  compoung  well  all  forts 
of  fermons  :  for  tho'  we  have  often  fpoken 
upon  this,  that,  and  the  other  point  relating 
to  the  fubject,  yet  we  have  never  treated 
of  it  confecutively,  and,  as  they  fay,  upon 
principles.1*     *«  With  all  my  heart/'  faid 
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the  Predicador;  <k  hear  me  then  attentively 
and  without  interruption. 

"  The  firft  rule  :  The  choice  of  books. 
Every  good  preacher  mould  have  in  his 
cell,  or  at  leaft  in  the  library  of  his  con- 
vent, the  following  books :  The  Bible, 
Concordance,  Polianthea  or  Theatrum  Vitae 
humana;  of  Beyerlink,  Theatre  of  the  Gods, 
Fafti  by  Mafculus,  or  Pagan  Kalendar  of 
Mafejan,  Mythology  of  Natalis  Comes, 
Aulus  Gellius,  Symbolical  World  of  Pici- 
nelus,  and,  above  all,  the  Poets  Virgil, 
Ovid,  Martial,  Catullus,  and  Horace  :  as 
to  fermons  there  is  need  only  of  the  Flori- 
legium  Sacrum,  which  is  in  itfelf  an  India. 

"  The  fecond  rule" — "  Stop  Sir,"  inter- 
rupted Gerund,  "  would  it  not  be  right 
to  add  fome  expofitor,  or  Holy  Father  ? 
"  Don't  be  filly  j  there  is  no  fort  of  occa- 
fion  for  them.  Whenever  thou  would'fl: 
fupport  any  pofition  or  thought  of  thy  own 
by  the  authority  of  any  Holy  Father,  fay 
roundly  at  once,  Thus  fays  the  Eagle  of 
Doctors,  thus  the  Golden  mouth,  thus  the 
Honey-comb  of  Milan,  thus  the  Oracle  of 
Seleucia;  and  put  in  the  mouth  of  St.  Au- 
guftin,  St.  John  Chryfoftom,  St.  Ambrofe, 
or  St.  Bafil,  whatever  thou  haft  a  mind, 
for  thefe  two  reafons ;  firft,  becaufe  no  one 

will 
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will  go  to  look  for  and  compare  the  cita- 
tion ;  fecondly,  becaufe  though  what  thou 
fayeft  never  entered  into  the  heads  of  the 
Holy  Fathers,  yet  it  might  have  entered 
them.  As  to  expofitors,  never  mind  them ; 
but  expound  thou  the  fcripture  juft  as  thou 
pleafeft,  or  as  it  turns  mod  to  account,  for 
thou  haft  as  much  authority  to  interpret  it 
as  they.  Whether  Cornelius  fays  this,  or 
Barradas  that,  or  Maldonado  the  other, 
what  is  it  to  thee  ?  And  in  fliort,  becaufe  I 
know  it  is  neceifary  to  cite  many  expofitors, 
in  order  to  appear  a  well- read  andfcriptural 
man,  I  would  not  prevent  thy  citing  them 
whenever  thou  pleafeft  ;  I  rather  advife  thee 
to  cite  them  by  wholefale  ;  but  in  order  to 
cite  them  it  is  by  no  means  neceifary  to 
read  them,  and  therefore  do  by  them  as 
thou  doft  by  the  Holy  Fathers,  father  on 
them  whatever  thou  wilt,  taking  great  care 
that  the  Latin  has  no.  folecifms  in  it,  and, 
my  word  for  it,  they  will  never  difcover  the 
baftardy  by  thy  face.  One  expofitor  only 
I  would  recommend  to  thee  to  have  always 
at  hand,  and  that  is  Silveyra,  for  he  is  ad» 
mirable  at  fifting  a  thing  to  the  bottom  5 
and  if  thou  wanteft  to  prove  that  night  is 
day,  or  black  white,  thou  wilt  fcarcely  fail 
of  finding  in  him  wherewith  to  fupport  it. 
Vol.  I.  H  h  The 
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«e  The  third  rule  :  Let  the  title  or  fubject 
of  the  fermon  be  always  fomething  jocular, 
or  fonorous,  or  profeffional,  or  theatrical, 
or  quibbling.  I  will  give  thee  fome  exam- 
ples that  thou  may'ft  the  better  underftand 
me.  The  amorous  Triumph,  facred  Hymen' 
cals,  fejlive  Epithalamium,  &c.  the  title  of 
a  fermon  preached  on  a  certain  nun's  taking 
the  veil  ;  by  the  fame  token,  the  preacher 
in  the  firft  head  of  his  difcourfe  made  her  a 
Stag,  and  in  the  fecond  a  Lion,  two  ani- 
mals figured  in  the  arms  of  her  family. 
Thefe  are  titles !  Thefe  are  fubjects  !  This 
is  invention  !  If  in  the  family-coat  had  been 
defcribed  znHippogriff,  the  preacher  would 
as  eafily  have  accommodated  it  to  the  reli- 
gious profeflion ;  for  men  of  genius  are 
your  true  chemifts,  who  from  every  thing 
extract  the  precious.  Hear  three  other  ad- 
mirable titles  of  a  different  caft ;  The  dolo- 
rous Parentation,  funeral  Oration,  forrowful 
Epicedium,  at  the  interment  of  another  nun 
of  great  rank ;  and  though  the  orator  took 
no  determinate  fubjecl:,  but  only  poetically 
hiftorified  the  life  of  his  excellent  heroine, 
he  did  it  fo  conformably  to  the  rules  of  that 
art  *,  that  he  never  departed  from  them  in 

*  The  art  of  poetry. 

the 
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the  phrafe,  fcarcely  ever  loft  fight  of  them 
in  the  cadence,  and  fometimes  followed 
them  exaclly  even  in  the  aftbnance  *.  Hear, 
for  God's  fake,  how  he  begins  the  body  of 
the  oration,  and  be  tranfported,  if  thou 
would'ft  not  be  thought  a  ftock  or  a  ftone. 
Adieu,  celeftial  choir  I  Seraphic  lilies,  feen  no 
more!  Daughters,  adieu,  belovd  of  Heaven, 
mid  Heavens  Sons;  adieu,  ye  confecrated 
Swans  ! 

"  I  know  very  well  thatfome  blockheads 
condemn  thefe  cadencies  in  profe,  and  es- 
pecially if  they  are  aflbnant;  endeavouring 
to  perfuade  us  that  verfe  is  as  diflbnant  in 
profe  as  profe  in  verfe.  For  this  they  quote 
I-know-not-what  old-fafhioned  fellow  of  a 
fignior  Longinus,  an  antiquated,  golden- 
age  author,  who  brands  thofe  who  ufe  this 
ftyle  as  puerile  and  even  ftupid  and  ig- 
norant, Puerile  eft,  immo  tardi  rudifque  in* 
genii,  folutam  orationem  inamena  verfus  har- 

*  Afibnance,  a  kind  of  rhyme,  (if  it  may  be  called 
fo)  in  Spanifh  poetry,  is,  when  the  two  lad  vowels  of  a 
word  are  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  word  to  which  it 
correfponds.  Thus  Cielo  and  Bueno  are  aflbnant,  and 
Marta  and  Santa.  In  words  accented  on  the  lafl  fylla- 
ble  the  laft  vowel  only  is  regarded ;  Dies  and  Siguier  are 
aflbnant-  In  flippery  or  dactylic  words  the  laft  and  the 
antepenultima  are  the  vowels  which  make  the  aflbnance, 
as  Maxima  and  Barbara,  Mujica  and  Jubilo,  Perfido  and 
Firttro,  &c. 

H  h  2  monia 
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monia  contexere.  But  what  fignifies  it  that 
Longinus  fays  fo  ?  Or  what  account  are  we 
to  make  of  a  man  who  might  perhaps  have 
been  the  third  or  fourth  defcendant  from 
him  who  pierced  ChrifYs  fide  with  the 
fpear  *  ?  Befides  Longinus  wrote  in  Greek, 
and  they  who  tranflated  him  into  Latin  and 
thence  into  French  may  have  raifed  a  thou- 
fand  falfe  testimonies  againft  him.  Lafrly, 
how  can  that  which  founds  well  to  all  the 
world  be  diflbnant? — But  let  us  proceed 
with  the  titles  and  fubjects. 

"  Weep,  Woman,  and  thou  JJjalt  conquer: 
A  fermon  on  the  tears  of  the  Magdalen. 
What  can  be  more  divine  than  the  being 
able  to  reprefent  the  bitter  weeping  of  the 
moft  penitent  finner  by  the  title,  and  even 
the  jocular  and  amorous  fentences,  of  one 
of  the  moil:  profane  comedies  ?  Thefe  per- 
fections are  not  to  be  tafted  by  low  fouls. 
Lazarillo  de  formes:  a  fermon  preached  in 
the  fourth  week  in  Lent,  commonly  called 
Lazarus's  week,  before  a  certain  religious 
community ;  in  which  every  trick,  fetch, 
plot  and  device,  every  piece  of  knavery  and 
buffonery  of  that  famous  and  witty  rafcal 

*  The  name  of  the  man  who  pierced  our  Saviour  is 
faid  to  have  been  Longinus, 

was 
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Was  accommodated  with  inimitable  pro- 
priety to  the  refurreclion  of  Lazarus,  which 
the  preacher  had  taken  for  his  fubject.  The 
greateji  in  the  leafl :  a  fermon  preached  on 
St.  Francis  de  Paula,  without  ever  depart- 
ing from  that  moil:  fuitable  quibble,  which 
feemed  born  for  the  purpofe.  If,  in  Ihort, 
thou  would'ft  arrive  at  the  very  quinteffence 
of  fubjecls,  thou  haft  nothing  to  do  but  to 
imitate  thofe  of  the  juftly  celebrated  Flo- 
rilegium,  which  indeed  ought  to  be  thy 
model  for  every  thing.  There  thou  wilt 
meet  with,  The  Joy  of '  fuffering,  in  the  fiif- 
fering  of  Joy,  on  the  joyous  griefs  of  the 
Holy  Virgin  •  The  Royal  Si  ate  of  Reafon, 
■againfi  the  ch'nnerical  Reafon  of  State:  The 
Light  of  Darknefs  in  the  Darknfs  of  Light  : 
The  Happinefs  of  Misfortune  in  the  Misfor- 
tune of Happinefs  j  and  fo  of  aim  oft  all  the 
fubjects  of  that  never-furftciently-to-be- 
praifed  genius  and  furprifing  monger  of 
predicatorial  excellence.  If  any  whey-faced 
four  critic,  or  crabbed  chriftian,  would 
perfuade  thee,  as  many  have  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  me,  that  fuch  fort  of  fubjecls 
and  titles,  befides  having  no  grace,  or  fa- 
vour, or  trace  of  true  ingenuity,  are  pue- 
rile, mad,  vv,  nt ju,  and  quite  foreign  to 
the  ferioufnefs,  gravity,  and  majefty  with 
H  h  3  which 
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which  all  matters  mould  be  handled  in  the 
pulpit,  never  fet  thyfelf  about  difputing 
with  them,  but,  making  them  a  low  bow, 
leave  them  to  enjoy  their  opinion  as  much 
as  they  will,  and  do  thou  follow  thy  own. 
Becaufe,  even  fuppofing  them  to  have  rea- 
fon  on  their  fide,  they  who  know  it  are  but 
four,  and  they  who  are  delighted  with  thefe 
things  are  four  hundred  thoufand. 

"  The  fourth  rule:  Let  thy  ftyle  be  always 
pompous,  fwollen,  briftling  with  Greek  or 
Latin,  altifonant,  and  with  as  graceful  a 
cadence  as  poflible.  Avoid  mod  feduloufly 
vulgar  and  common  words,  however  pro- 
per; for  if  the  preacher  fpeaks  from  an  High 
place,  and  in  an  High  voice,  it  is  but  rea- 
fonable  that  his  expreflion  likewife  mould 
be  High.  Thou  haft  an  illuftrious  model 
in  the  author  of  the  Florilegium,  and  by 
iludying  his  phrafes  alone  thou  wilt  form 
fuch  a  ftyle  as  will  overwhelm  thy  audience 
with  wonder  and  delight.  Silence  thou 
mouldft  call  Taciturnities  of  the  lip  ;  to 
praife,  to  panegyrize  ;  the  fight,  vifual  at- 
tingence  of  objetls ;  never  fay  Habitation, 
for  fo  any  clown  would  fpeak,  fay  Habi- 
tacky  and  leave  it  to  me  to  anfwer  for  it ; 
to  exift  is  vulgar,  exiftencial  nature  is  a  great 
thing.     That  the  original  crime  is  conveyed 

down 
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down  by  fin,  we  hear  at  every  turn ;  but 
that  it  is  traduced  by  the  fames  of  fin,  befides 
being  more  fonorous,  is  more  Latin,  and 
more  obfcure ;  and  perhaps  there  may  not 
be  wanting  fome  fool  who  may  think  that 
the  firft  crime  was  committed  in  Hebrew, 
and  that  a  writer  called  Fames  tranflated  * 
it  into  Spanifh.     I  have  fome  little  doubt 
indeed    that    the    proportion     (faving   the 
beauty  of  the  phrafe)  is  an  abfurdity ;  for 
the  original  crime  is  not  conveyed  down  by 
fin,  but   by  nature,  which  was    corrupted 
by  it.     But  let  this  be  as  it  will ;  for  as  I 
am  very  little  of  a  Theologift  I  don't  care 
to  meddle  with  what  I  do  not  underfland. 
Be  careful   never  to  fay  Aaron  s  Rod,  left 
they   mould  take  it  for  the   rod  of  fome 
bum-brufhing  pedagogue ;    in  faying   The 
Aaronitijh  Wand,   the  imagination  is  ele- 
vated  to   an  idea  of  necromantic  power. 
Twinkling  Nature,  it  is  plain,  founds   bet- 
ter than  Short-fighted  Nature,  which  feems 
to  be  pitifully  begging  a  pair  of  fpedtacles 
as  an  alms.     Thefe  examples  are  fufficient 
to  fhew  thee  the  fort  of  phrafes  thou  fhouldft 
ftudy  and  imitate  in  the  Florilegium  :  by 
this  means  thou  wilt  form  the  politeft  ltyle 

*  Traducir,  in  its  moft  common   fenfe,   means,  to 
tranflale. 

H  h  4  in 
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in  the  eafieft  manner  ;  and  a  fermon  intire- 
ly  compofed  in  it,  its  real  value  considered, 
(tho'  we  are  circumfcribed  to  the  meagre 
allowance  of  a  Majordomo)  there  is  not 
gold  enough  in  the  whole  world  to  pay 
for. 

Of  what  importance  is  it  that  the  illu- 
ftrious  Signior  Valero  in  his  celebrated 
paftoral  letter — and  I  cannot  imagine  for 
'what  it  was  fo  praifed  by  the  moft  learned 
men  in  the  kingdom — has  made  a  fevere 
fatire  againft  the  elevated  ftile  in  fermons, 
efpecially  when  employed  by  men,  who,  it 
mould  feem,  from  their  auftere  profeffion 
and  mortified  appearance,  would  never  open 
their  mouths,  either  in  the  pulpit  or  out  of 
it,  but  to  pronounce  Bones,  Sculls,  Sul- 
phur, and  Satan  ?  I  do  not  remember  his 
exact,  words,  but  I  know  they  are  Very  like 
thefe  : 

*'  What  a  thing  it  is  to  fee  come  up  into 
a  pulpit  a  preacher,  fhrouded  rather  than 
cloathed,  in  a  (trait  lack  of  moft  harm  texture 
girded  with  a  knotted  cord,  from  which  in 
imagination  the  very  touch  fhrinks  with 
horror;  a  large,  coarfe,  pyramidal  hood 
drawn  over  the  head  down  to  the  eyes;  a 
ftreaming,  portentous  beard,  difcoloured 
by  the  hoarinefs   of  age,  the  vifage   half 

fwallowed 
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fwallowed  up  in  that  gloomy  grove,  and  the 
remainder  pale,  wan,  emaciated  by  rigo- 
rous fafts  and  watchings  -,  the  eyes  funk  to 
the  very  concavities  of  the  brain,  as  if 
fearfully  retiring  from  profane  objects,  and 
filently  imploring,  Keep  us,  Lord,  from  the 
vanities  of  the  world! — What  a  thing,  I  fay, 
it  is  to  fee  this  living  fkeleton  elevated  to 
the  pulpit,  frightening  by  his  appearance 
even  thofe  who  are  not  timorous,  proposing 
the  fubject  of  his  ferrnon  with  airy  pomp, 
tucking  back  the  fleeve  from  his  naked  arm 
up  to  the  very  elbow,  and  difcovering  a 
black,  fhrivelled  Ikin,  hung  loofely  over 
the  hard  bone,  and  then  to  break  forth  in 
this  or  the  like  manner  : 

"  Potent  protection  of  delighted  Spain,  cele- 
brious  colony  from  Lathtm  fprung,  idea  of  re- 
nowned confuls  clarified,  and  glory  of  the 
Arevacian  tribes,  what  is  this  I  What  is  this, 
fweet  emulation  of  the  globe,  fwom  queen  of 
the  Carpcntanian  mountains,  in  whofe  illuftri-* 
ousjkirts  the  prof  peel  of  profound  concavities 
fur  rounds  thee,  &c. 

"  Muft  not  the  audience  be  fcandalized 
(proceeds  this  pragmatical  prelate)  at  hear- 
ing from  this  moving  corpfe  fuch  florid, 
fwollen,  and  pompous  phrafes,  and,  when 
they  were  expecting  to  be  terrified  by  an 

idea 
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idea  of  the  heinoufnefs  of  their  fins,  or  to 
be  inflamed  with  ardently-devout  affections 
from  lips  buried  in  the  thicket  of  that  pe- 
nitential beard,  to  be  fet  a  (taring  by  fuch 
ridiculous    bombaft   as  would   be    fcarcely 
tolerable  even  on  the  ftage  ?  If  on  the  ftage 
a   player  mould  appear,  with  his   nicely- 
powdered  perriwig,  his  gayly-feathered  hat, 
cockaded  with   a  knot  of  diamonds,  em- 
broidered waiftcoat  and  correfpcnding  coat, 
ftockings  with  fpangled  clocks,  neat  fhoes 
and  brilliant  buckles,  his   fword  with  an 
hilt  of  gold  and  cane  headed  with  the  fame 
metal,  Paris  chitterlin  and  ruffles  exquifitely 
wrought,  and  he  himfelf  of  heroic  ftature, 
pleafing  figure,  engaging  features,  and  in 
the  bloom  of  youth,  health,   and  flrength, 
placed  alone  in  the  central  point  of  view, 
giving   negligently  fome  little  affected  ad- 
juftments  to  his  drefs,  and,  in  act  to  fpeak, 
airily  fix  his  hat  upon  his  head,  and  make 
to  the  expecting   audience  fome  fuch  be- 
ginning of  a  fpeech  as  this, 

Now  that  the  Fate,  O  Lord  !    with  ruthlefs  eye 
Would  to  my  life  her  freel's  dread  edge  apply, 
Now,  now,   that  proftrate  on  this  bed  I  groan, 
Uncertain  if  to  fee  another  Sun— 

Could 
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Could  there  be  hifTes  enough  muttered  for 
him  from  all  the  mufquetry?  would  not  the 
apples  and  oranges  fly  at  him  from  the  very 
boxes  ?  would  he  not  be  thought  fit  by 
the  fuperintendant  for  a  place  in  Bedlam  ? 
Certainly  he  would.  As  much  a  madman 
therefore  is  the  Capuchin  who  is  a  player 
in  the  pulpit,  as  the  comedian  who 
mould  preach  upon  the,  ftage.  And  the 
fame  is  to  be  understood  of  every  pried: 
of  whatever  profeffion  he  may  be,  as  the 
example  of  a  Capuchin  in  particular,  was 
given  only  from  the  efpecial  incongruity 
there  is  in  his  mortified  appearance  and  fuch 
ridiculous  affectations." 

'<  Such  is  the  fubftance  of  what  this  Sig- 
nior  Bifhop  fays ;  but  what  fubftance  is  there 
in  all  this  ?  The  wicked  comparifon  he 
makes  between  the  preacher  and  the  player 
is  not  to  the  point,  however  convincing  it 
may  appear;  becaufe  if  on  the  ftage  are  re- 
prefented  the  lives  of  Saints  and  facramental 
acts  in  verfe,  why  may  not  there  be  preach- 
ed in  the  pulpit  tales  and  hiftorical  fongs  in 
profe?  What  will  they  anfwer  me  !  What 
will  they  anfwer  me  to  this  retort ! 

"  There  is  another  ftyle,  which,  without 
being  fo  much  elevated  in  expreffion,  gives 
great  delight  by  its  cadencies,  and  few  in- 
deed 
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deed  are  the  hearers,  (let  Longinus  and  all 
defcendants  in  a  right  line  from  the  Hang- 
dogs who  murdered  Chrift,  fay  what  they 
will)  but  what  are  ravimed  with  it.  The  ca- 
dence is  of  different  kinds,  one  of  poeti- 
cal meafure,  lyric  or  heroic  ;  the  other 
confifts  in  a  certain  correfpondence  which 
the  fecond  part  of  the  claufe  has  with  the 
firft,  as,  if  the  firft  finishes  in  onte  the  fe- 
cond muft  end  in  v.nte ;  if  the  termination  of 
one  is  in  tries,  that  of  the  other  mufc  be 
arks;  if  this  ends  with  Tamborlan,  that 
muft  end  with  Mathufalem,  A  few  ex- 
amples will — "  But  here  was  the  parlous 
Predicador  interrupted  by  the  mofl  unwel- 
come arrival  of  one  of  the  farmer's  hinds, 
running  quite  out  of  breath,  and  telling 
them,  as  fad:  as  he  could,  that  they  muft 
come  back  directly,  that  the  Father  M af- 
ter had  lent  him  after  them,  the  Archpriefl 
having  finifhed  his  vifit  and  returned  home. 
There  is  no  faying  how  much  they  both 
lamented  this  interruption,  as  they  had 
work  cut  out  for  many  hours.  But  as  they 
could  not  refufe  the  Father's  call,  they  were 
obliged  to  bend  their  fteps  homewards ; 
which  they  did  with  no  very  accelerated 
pace ;  and  by  the  way  Friar  Bias  madeafhort 
repetition  of  the  leilbns   given  to  his   dif- 

ciple, 
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ciple,  to  imprint  them  more  ftrongly  on 
his  memory,  and  added  that  he  had  yet 
other,  more   important  rules  to  give  him 
about  the  mod  eftential   parts  of  which  a 
fermon  is  compofed,  as,  "  the  exordium,  the 
apoftrophes,  the  circumftances  in  the  falu- 
tation  (which  let  our  Father,  or  a  whole 
chapter  of  our  Fathers  fay  what  they  will, 
is  the  mod  neceffary,  fuitable,  and  ingeni- 
ous thing  in  the  world,  and  what  does  mofc 
credit  to  a   preacher)  the  eulogy  of  other 
preachers   who  precede  or  follow  you  on 
thofe  occafions  when  there    is    a    fermon 
every  day  for  a  week  together,  the  method 
of  difpoiing  and  fafliioning  thefe  eulogies, 
the  key  for  finding  in  fcripture  or  profane 
writings  the  name  or  office  of  the  Major- 
domo  and   oftentimes   both   together,   the 
ufe  of  mythology,    fables,  emblems,  and 
ancient  poets,  (things  which   exceedingly 
adorn  an  oration),  figurative  and  metapho- 
rical fubjects,  taking  them  one  while  from 
the  planets,    another  from   metals,    from 
beafts,  from    fifties,    from  birds ;   for  ex- 
ample, to  call  Chrift  in  the  Sacrament,  the 
Weftlefs  Sun,  or  the  Sun  which  never  fets ; 
St.    John  Chryfoftom,    the   Potoii    of  the 
Church,  (alluding   not  only  to    the  mines 
of  that  name,  but  likewife  to  the  fignifica- 

tion 
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tion  of  the  word  Cbryfojiom,  which  means 
Golden  Mouth)  -,  St.  Dominic,  the  Dog-ftar 
of  his  time,  in  allufion  to  the  dog  by  which 
he  was  prefigured  in  his  mother's  womb  *, 
and  to  the  celebration  of  his  feftivals  hap- 
pening in  the  Dog-days  ;  St.  Rofa  de  Lima, 
the  Rofe  of  the  Paffionfs  St.  Francis 
Xavier,  the  divine  Heliotrope,  or  facred 
Sun-flower,  as  he  followed,  in  the  courfe 
of  his  miraculific  life,  from  the  Eaft  Indies 
to  the  Weft,  that  planet  to  which  this 
flower  is  faid  conftantly  to  turn  its  face  -, 
and  fo  of  the  reft. 

"  Thefe,  and  a  thoufand  other  things  I 
had  to  fay  to  thee;  but,  what's  deferred 
may  be  reheard ;  and  the  Sermons  them- 
felves  which  thou  mayeft  be  called  to 
preach  will  furniih  me  with  occalions  of 
telling  them  to  thee.  What  I  now  charge 
thee,  is,  that  thou  wilt  make  no  account  of 
the  wifenonfenfe  of  our  Father  M after  Friar 
Prudentio,  or  that  of  any  of  his  kidney; 
for  thefe  men  have  a  tafte  as  much  wrinkled 

*  The  Biographers  of  St.  Dominic  have  made  his  mo- 
ther dream  that  (he  was  delivered  of  a  Dog,  with  a 
flaming  torch  in  his  mouth,  denoting  how  faithfully  he 
would  defend,  and  brightly  illuminate  the  church. 

f  Or,  what  we  call,  the  Paffion-  flower.  St.  Rofa,  for 
her  extraordinary  piety,  is  faid  to  have  had  miraculoufly 
imprinted  on  her  hands,  feet,  and  fide,  the  wound- 
marks  of  Chrift. 

as 
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as  thin  fkin,  and  approve  only  fuch  fort 
of  Sermons  as  thofe  of  the  Theatines,— 
Hell  open  before  you,  and  Chrifl  *  in  your 
hand."  Friar  Gerund  gave  his  word  that 
he  would  not  in  the  minuteft  article  depart 
from  his  counfels,  principles,  and  maxims, 
and  with  this  they  entered  the  houfe, 
where  the  next  chapter  will  relate  what 
palled. 

CHAP.      III. 

Father  Prudent  to  reads  the  Sermon  of  St. 
Orofia;  ghes  upon  this  occafion  admirable 
tnjrruclions  to  Friar  Gerund,  and  has  his 
labour  for  his  pains, 

IT  was  not  fo  early  when  they  got  home 
but  that  they  found  the  Father  Pru- 
dentio  with  his  candle  lighted,  his  fpec- 
tacles  mounted  on  his  nofe,  the  Sermon  of 
St.  Orofia  before  him,  a  pinch  of  muff  in 
one  hand,  his  head  reclined  upon  the  other, 
the  box  open  upon  the  table,  and  his  fea- 
tures not  in  the  moll:  placid  form.  For, 
as  Friar  Bias  had  told  him  that  he  had  the 
Sermon  in  his  wallet,  and  had  made  an 
offer  of  it   to  him,  as  foon  as  he  had  dif- 

*  The  Crucifix. 
6  patched 
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patched  the  Archprieft,  and  finished  recit- 
ing his  Matins  and  Laudes  for  the  next  day, 
he  went,  with  the  freedom  of  a  fenior  and 
the  authority  of  a  Father  Mafter,  to  rumage 
the  faid  wallet,  prefently  found  the  Sermon, 
and  had  fet  himfelf  down  to  read  it.  But, 
at  the  very  firft  fentence,  fuch  was  the  dif- 
guft  he  conceived,  that,  had  he  not  been 
with-held  by  the  mildnefs  of  his  difpofition, 
he  would  have  torn  it  piecemeal. 

Scarcely  had  he  feen  the  two  companions 
enter  the  room,  when  looking  Friar  Bias  full 
the  face,  he  faid  to  him  pretty  warmly, 
"  Tell  me,  Father  Predicador,  is  it  poffible 
that  you  mould  fo  much  praife  this  Sermon 
of  St.  Oroiia  !  Indeed  by  your  account  of  it 
I  fufpecled  how" it  might  be;  my  heart 
mifgave  me  that  I  mould  find  nothing  but 
nonfenfe  in  it;  but  yet  I  could  never  ima- 
gine I  mould  find  it  fo  completely  abfurd. 
I  know  not  upon  what  account  the  com- 
pofer  happened  not  to  preach  it,  but  I 
know  that  had  I  been  to  give  the  licence 
for  printing  it,  he  would  have  waited 
till  doomfday."  "  Our  Father,"  anfwered 
the  Predicador,  with  a  mixture  of  difdain 
and  pity,  "  I  did  praife  that  Sermon,  I  do 
again  praife  that  Sermon,  and  I  do  fay,  that 
all  the  praife  which  I  can  give  it,  will  fall 

fhort 
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fhort  of  what  it  merits."  '«  But,  tell  me, 
/inner  that  I  am !"  exclaimed  Prudentio, 
"  is  not  the  very  firft  claufe  fufficient  to 
ftamp  the  author  for  a  moil  itupid  cox- 
comb ?  What,  Sirs,  are  we  in  Jaca,  or  in 
Glory?  All  the  jut  of  which  puerile  and 
ridiculous  entrance  conlifts  in  its  being  very 
like  that  vulgarifm,  to  be  heard  in  every 
wine-houfe,  What,  Sirs,  are  we  here  or  in 
Xaveca  *  ?  In  God's  name  what  a  ftart  is 
this,  to  be^in  a  facred  oration  with  in  the 
place  where  his  honour  dwelieth  !  Let  us 
go  on.  But  who  doubts  that  we  are  in  glory, 
being  injaca.  For  if  the  place  of  Glory  is 
Heaven,  there  is  now  an  Heaven  in  this 
place.  Can  there  be  more  foolifli  quibbles, 
or  a  play  of  words  more  infubitantial  ? 

"  And  how  does  he  prove  that  the  church 
of  Jaca  is  iynonimous  to  Heaven  ?  Why, 
by  the  flrangeft  jumble  of  jumbles,  con- 
founding the  material  Heaven  with  that  of 
Glory,  juit  as  it  feems  to  him  to  turn  beft  to 
account.     Pie  fays  that  this  church  is  Hea- 

*  What,  are  we  amongft  honeft  men  or  fcoundrels  ? 
tc  Thofe  of  the  Xaveca,"  is  a  proverbial  cxpreffion  for 
a'l  forts  of  blackguards.  Xaveca,  properly  fignifies  a 
flfhirig  fiet ;  and  to  the  fifhery  on  the  fouthern  coaft 
great  numbers  of  the  moil  profligate  and  arch  rogues  in 
Spain  retort 

The  X  and  J  have  the  fame  guttural  found  in  Spanifh. 
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ven,  firft,  becaufe  Heaven  is  called  the  Church; 
triumphant,  and  the  Church  of  Jaca  is  a 
triumphant   Church,  becaufe  on   the  fpot 
v\  here  it  (lands,  a  victory  was  gained  againfl 
the  Moors,  whence  it  was  called,  The  Field 
of  Victory.     According   to  this  reafoningv 
the  famous  Mofque  at  Damafcus  might  in 
like  manner  be  called,    The  Mofque  Tri- 
umphant,   as   the  Moors   gained    there   a 
victory    againft    the    ChriRians.     What    a 
ridiculous   and  extravagant    acceptation   of 
the  Church   Triumphant !    which    is    not 
called  fo  from  having  been  a  field  of  battle, 
or  of  the  victory  of  the  Saints  which  com- 
pofe  it,  but  from  their  triumphing  in  Hea- 
ven after  their  warfare  upon  earth.     And 
to  be  fure  it  did  not  fail  to  delight  me,  to 
fee  him  load  the  margin  with  a  prolix  cita- 
tion from   Silveyra,  noting  the  book,  the 
chapter,  the  fection,  and  the  paragraph,  to 
prove  a  thing   of  fuch  vulgar  notoriety,  as 
that  Heaven  is  called  the  Church  Triumph- 
ant -,  like  that  other  blockhead  of  a  Ser- 
mon-writer,   who    faid,    Humility   is  pro- 
foundly called  by   my    Father  St.   Bernard* 
Humilitas ;  as  the  curious  reader  may  find  in 
his  booh  on  Corjideration  to  Pope  Eugcnius. 

'■  The  fecond  proof  that  the  Church  of 
Jaca  is  Heaven,  is,  becaufe  the  Sun  is  Pre- 

fidcnt 
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fldent  of  Heaven,  the  Perfians  call  the  Sun 
Mytra,  the  fign  of  the  Lion  in  the  Sun's 
houfe,  and  the  fignior  Bifhop  of  Jaca  wears 
a  Mitre,  and  has  a  Lion  in  his  Coat  of 
Arms.  By  this  rule,  there  are  more  Hea- 
vens below  the  clouds  than  above  them ; 
for  there  we  are  told  there  are  but  eleven, 
and  here  we  may  reckon  eleven  thoufand, 
it  being  certain,  that  all  Cathedral  Churches 
have  Bifhops,  all  Bimops  wear  Mitres,  and 
if  the  Perfian  calls  the  Sun  Mytra,  we  have 
here  as  many  Suns  as  Bifhops,  and  as  many 
Heavens  as  Cathedral  Churches.  It  mud 
be  confeffed  that  the  proof  is  ingenious, 
fubtle,  and  conclufive.  And  what  does 
his  Preacherfhip  mean  by  the  fign  of  the 
Lion  being  the  Sun's  houfe  r  If  he  means 
that  it  is  his  own  houfe,  or  one  that  he  has 
a  leafe  of,  which  is  his  conftant  and  fixed 
dwelling,  it  is  an  abfurdity  at  which  any 
wine-houfe  man,  who  has  a  meet  almanac 
hung  behind  the  kitchen-door,  would 
laugh.  If  he  calls  it  the  Sun's  houfe,  be- 
caufe  this  brilliant  poftilion  of  the  Heavens 
ftops  in  his  annual  journey  for  fome  days  at 
the  imaginary  inn  or  houfe  of  this  fign,  to 
give  barley  of  light  to  his  immortal  fteeds, 
the  fign  of  the  Crab  is  as  much  the  Sun's 
houfe  as  the  fign  of  the  Lion,  and  any  one 
I  i  2  of 
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of  the  other  eleven  figns  at  which  this  illus- 
trious traveller  mall  reft,  has  an  equal  right 
to  prefume  to  the  fame  honour. 

"  The  third  proof.     The  church  of  Jaca 
is  Heaven,  becaufe  Heaven  is  called  Tyara  5 
and  Cartarius   fays,  that  it   has  two  doors 
with  two  keys  -,  the  arms  of  the  Cathedral 
of  Jaca  are  two  keys   and  a  tyara.-     Well 
then,  what   have  we  to  do  but  to  declare 
it   Heaven,    with  the  authority  of  Carta- 
rius ?  Poor  ignorant  Prieft!    All  Churches 
which  have  no  particular  arms,  ufe   thofe 
of  the  Church  of  Rome  (which  are  a  tyara 
with  two  keys,  denoting  its  temporal   and 
ipiritual  jurifdiction),  to   fignify   that   they 
have  no  other  patron  than  his  Holinefs,  and 
that  they    are  of  the  Catholic,  Apoflolic, 
Roman  Communion.     Hence  the  pooreft 
Country  Church  has  as   much  right  to  be 
Heaven   as  the  Cathedral  of  Jaca,  and  the 
Father  Doctor   cuts   a  bright   figure    with 
his  impertinent  citation  ef  Cartarius.     But 
where  he  is  more  pleafant,    is,  in  the  other 
three  reafons  of  agreement,   which  he  adds 
why  the  Church  of  Jaca  fhould  have   the 
fame  arms  as  St   Peter's  at  Rome,  the  head 
of  all  Churches.     He  fays  that  this  is,    ei- 
ther y  that  not  even  the  Jttpreme  head  of  the 
world,  Rome,  might  be  able  to  boaji  oj  greater 

nobknefs 
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nohenefs  than  the  renowned  Cathedral  of 
yaca  (it  is  well  he  was  prevented  from 
preaching  this  fermon,  as  I  am  certain  that 
for  this  proposition  alone  that  illuftrious 
and  wife  chapter  would  have  roared  the 
organ,  and  let  the  dog-whippers,  and  even 
the  dogs,  upon  him)  or,  becaufe  it  feems 
that  the  head  of  the  Church  ought  to  have 
been  at  faca,  had  not  St.  Peter  appointed 
it  at  Rome  (now  it  comes  thick  and  three- 
fold!) or  becaufe  Heaven,  the  beautiful  Re- 
public of  fo  much  brilliant  Saphire,  is  alone 
the  condign  Image  of  Jo  rejpeclabk  a  Chapter. 
Does  not  this  deferve  a  condign  whipping, 
or  at  leaft  a  fool's  cap  and  bells  ? 

(e  But  I  have  done  with  it  ;  for  I  have 
not  patience  to  read  any  more  of  fuch  con- 
founded ftupidity.  And  this  fermon  was 
printed !  And  poems  were  compofed  in  its 
praife !  And  the  honed  parfon  of  Jacarilla 
gives  it  as  a  model  for  the  preachers  of  St. 
Orofia !  And  the  Father  Predicador  Mayor 
fo  much  extols  this  fermon  !"  "  Ay,  Fa- 
ther Matter,"  anfwered  the  Predicador,  s<  I 
did,  I  do,  and  I  mall  praife  it ;  for  if  all 
fermons  were  to  be  examined  with  fuch 
rigorous  exactnefs  and  minutenefs,  what 
would  become  of  all  the  bravery  and  ele- 
gance of  the  pulpit  ?"  "  What  elegance, 
I   i    3  O! 
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or  what  bravery,  o'  my  fins !"  exclaimed 
Prudentio.  "  Is  it  elegance  to  fay  as  many 
abfurdities  as  words?  Is  it  bravery  to  fpout 
herefies  and  blafphcmies  at  every  turn  ? 
And  pray  tell  me,  Friar  Bias,  what  has  any 
thing  of  this  to  do  with  the  heroic  virtues 
of  St.  Orofia,  the  powerfulnefs  of  her 
patronage,  or  the  imitation  of  her  ex- 
ample, the  only  ends  which  the  facred 
orator  fhould  propofe  to  himfelf  in  hi§ 
panegyric  ?'• 

"  Let  your  Paternity  obferve,"  faid  Friar 
Bias,  «f  that  all  this  is  faid  in  the  faluta- 
tion,  which  is  deflined  folely  to  the  treat- 
ing on  the  circumflances,  and  has  no  con- 
nection with  the  body  of  the  fermon,  which 
is  the  place  for  the  Eulogies  of  the  Saint, 
and" — '.'  Stop,  Father  Predicador,"  replied 
Prudentio  quickly,  *'  that  is  to  fay  that 
the  head  is  to  have  no  connection  with  the 
body,  of  the  beginning  with  the  middle  or 
the  end,  and  that  the  foundation  is  to  be  in 
one  part  and  the  fuperftruclure  in  another. 
The  falutation  either  is  or  is  not  a  part  of 
the  fermon.  If  it  is  not,  why  is  time  idly 
fpent  upon  it  ?  If  it  is,  why  is  it  not  to 
have  union  ?nd  connection  with  the  reft. 
And  where  has  the  Father  Predicador  read 
that  the  falutation  of  a  fermon  was  defigned 

for 
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for  the  flattering  of  Chapters  or  Major- 
domos,  for  the  delufion  of  the  audience, 
for  quibbles  and  ribaldry,  for  puppet- (Low- 
Work,  for  bull-feaft,  for  dance,  for  driia- 
kennefs,  and  the  devil,  for  which  we  have 
the  grief  to  fee  moil  falutations  feandaloufly 
calculated .?" 

I  don't  know,  Father  Mailer,  whether 
I  have  read  it  or  not,"  anfwered  Friar  Bias 
with  much  compofure^  "  I  only  know  that 
what' is  ufed  can't  be  excufed  ;  that  this  is 
the  general  cuftom  of  Spain ;  and  that  ora- 
tors   mould    conform    to    cuftom    we    are 
fhewn  by  that  rule  known  even  to  the  chil- 
dren,   Orator  patrice   doftum   7ie  fpreverit 
ufum"     "  It  is   plain    (replied  Prudentio) 
that    the  Father    Predicador     underitands 
things  only  by  the  found,    and  confequent- 
ly  no  wonder  that  he  forms   fuch   itrange 
ideas    of  them.     For,    in  |he  firft.    place, 
this  rule  was  not  made  for  thofe  whom  we 
call  Orators  or  Preachers,    but    for  thofe 
who    fpeak  or  pronounce  Latin    in  profe, 
which    is   called  Oration   to    diftir.puifti    it 
from   verfe.     To  thsfe    it   intimates,    that 
when  they  meet  with  any  word  which  has 
no  fixed  quantity  in  verfe,  but  fome  fylla- 
hle  in  it  is  long  or  fhort  at  pleafure,  in  profe 
they  mould  pronounce  it  always  as  the in- 
I  i  4  telligent 
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telligent  and  learned  men  of  their  country 
are  accuftomed  to   do  and  not  prefume  to 
make  themfelves   lingular  in  contradiction 
to    luch    cuftom.      And,    fecondly,     even 
though  the  rule  had  been  addreffed  to  thofe 
whom  we  call  Preachers,  it  would  not  have 
favoured  his  intention,  for  it  dees   not  fay 
that   the    preacher  is    not  to   defpife   any 
cuftom   whatever,    but    not  to    defpife    a 
learned  cuftom,  Doctum  nefpreverit  ufum, 
that   is,  the    eftablifhed,  the   conformable 
to  reafon,  and  the  pradtifed  by  men  univer- 
fally  reputed  learned  and  intelligent  in  their 
profeffions.     This  is  what  is  properly  to  be 
called  cuflom,  for  every  thing  elfe  is  abufe 
and   corruption.     Now   then,  fhew    me  a 
iingle    orator  of  Spain,     of  thofe   I  mean 
whom  fober  people  efteem  true  orators  and 
not  crazy   fellows,  of   thofe   who  are  not 
fought   out  as  the  Merry-Andrews  of  the 
pulpit,  of  thofe  who  deferve  and  who  ac- 
quire the  general    reputation  of  wife,  cul- 
tivated,    well-informed,     and    circumfpect 
men — Shew  me,  I  fay  again,  a  fingle  one 
of  thefe  who  follows    this   curfed  cuftom, 
who  does  not  defpife,  who  does  not  abo- 
minate,   who   does   not  execrate  it ;    who 
does  not   commiferate  thofe  who   pra&ile 
and  praife  it,  or  does  not  make  a  ridicule 

both 
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both  of  one  and  the  other;  and  afterwards 
we  will  talk. 

"  On  the  contrary,  I  am  ready  to  (hew 
many  fermons,  in  print  and  manufcript,  of 
famous  modern  orators  of  Spain,  who, 
having  preached  on  the  fame  festivals,  and 
with  the  fame  circumfiances  (that  we  are 
furfeited  with  hearing  of!)  upon  which 
other  preachers  played  the  fool  without 
modefty  and  without  meafure,  either  mag- 
nanimoufly  defpifed  them  all,  without 
vouchfafing  them  a  lingle  fyllable,  or  if 
they  touched  upon  them  it  was  with  an 
air  of  fuch  contempt  as  made  the  ridicu- 
loufnefs  of  this  abufe  viiible  and  even  rifible 
to  every  hearer.  I  have  fome  of  thefe  fer- 
mons in  my  cell  at  home,  and  have  for- 
tunately brought  with  me  one,  the  faluta- 
tion  of  which  I  mall  infift  upon  your  hear- 
ing ;  'tis  here  under  the  defk,  for  I  had  a 
defign  to  read  it  to  Friar  Gerund."  Then 
haftily  remounting  his  fpeclacles  he  did  em- 
phatical  juftice  to  this  falutation,  which 
inveighed  againfl  the  abufe  in  queflion 
with  much  the  fame  fort  of  arguments  as 
the  good  man  had  ufed  himfelf,  and  at 
finishing  it,  turning  full  upon  Friar  Bias, 
faid,  "  Now  let  the  Father  Predicador  fee 
if  there  are  wanting  in   Spain   thofe  who 

draw 
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draw  the  fword  refolutely  againft  the  pue* 
rile  and  ignorant  cuftom  which  he  urges- 
And  he  is  to  know  that  this  falutation  was 
heard  with  fuch  applaufe  from  the  nume- 
rous and  chofen  audience  to  which  it  was 
preached,  that  even  they,  who  from  in- 
advertency or  want  of  judgment  had  given 
into  what  it  fo  fharply  reprehended,  went 
away  fo  convinced  of  their  error,  that  they 
faid  to  one  another  the  fame  as  Menage  and 
Balzac  are  reported  to  have  done  after  the 
firft  reprefentation  of  the  famous  comedy 
of  Moliere,  called  Les  Precieufes  Ridicules^ 
in  which  he  laughed  with  inimitable  grace 
at  the  metaphorical  and  figurative  ftyle  at 
that  time  the  T'on  in  France,  Moliere  has 
abundant  reafon  in  what  he  fays  j  he  has 
made  a  judicious,  delicate,  and  jujl  critique, 
and  fo  convincing  that  it  is  unanfwerable ; 
henceforward,  Monfieur,  we  mujl  abominate 
what  we  celebrated,  and  celebrate  what  we 
abominated.  Indeed  fome  of  the  preachers 
who  heard  this  falutation,  and  who  before 
had  iufFered  themfelves  to  be  drawn  down 
the  current,  now  amamed  of  themfelves 
began  to  preach  with  folidity,  piety,  and 
judgment ;  and  fo  far  was  it  from  diminifli- 
ing  the  number  of  their  followers,  that  it 

was 
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was  notorious  that  their  eftimation  and  ap-r 
plaufe  encreafed." 

f*  Very  docile  indeed  were  thefe  reverend 
Fathers,"  anfwered  Friar  Bias  with  an  ironi- 
cal fmile. "  "  As  to  rnyfelf,  I  muft  fay, 
jthat  the  falutation  has  not  converted  Me,  fo 
hardened  am  I  as  all  that ;  becaufe,  tho' 
his  reafoning  feems  to  have  weight,  yet  to 
rne  there  is  more  weight  in  the  contrary 
practice  of  fo  many  approved  preachers, 
and  above  all  in  the  applaufe  with  which 
the  hearers  celebrate  the  touching  and  re- 
touching of  the  circumflances,  experience 
piewing  us  that  if  thefe  are  much  infilled 
on,  let  the  remainder  of  the  fermon  be 
made  up  of  what  it  will,  it  is  always  ex- 
tolled ;  and  on  the  contrary,  that  unlefs 
thefe  are  well  worried  and  rifted,  tho'  the 
Preacher  fpeak  divinities,  the  audience  will 
ihew  much  indifference  and  think  him  a 
poor  creature,  and  the  Majordomo  pay  him 
his  money  with  an  ill  grace  and  a  worfe 
face.  And  don't  let  your  Paternity  tell 
me  that  this  is  only  the  bad  tafte  and  mif- 
taken  opinion  of  the  ignorant  and  vulgar. 
Many  great  and  mighty  Mafters  are  of  the 
fame  opinion  j  and  I  need  go  no  further  for 
a  proof  than  to  that  very  fermon  of  St. 
Orofia,  which  has  fallen  fo  much  under  the 

difpleafure 
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difpleafure  of  your  Paternity.  It  has  three 
approbations  of  three  well-known  and 
highly-celebrated  Fathers,  one  a  Domini- 
can, one  a  Jefuit,  and  the  other  of  the  or- 
der of  the  Author  :  Let  your  Paternity  read 
the  extraordinary  praifes  which  they  all 
three  give  him,  and  the  two  firft  exprefsly 
and  fpecifically,  for  his  noticing  the  circum- 
ftances,  and  then  tell  me  if  it  is  for  the  ig- 
norant and  vulgar  only  to  applaud  the  pay- 
ing a  particular  attention  to  them." 

"  Look  you,  Father  Predicador,"  an- 
fwered  the  Father  Mafter  with  a  fludied 
deliberation, «'  you  have  now  touched  upon  a 
point,  on  which  I  might  fpeak  for  fome  hours, 
if  there  was  time  and  occafion,  tho'  many 
have  already  fpoken  much  and  well  upon 
it.  This  is,  the  improper  and  extravagant 
cuflom,  introduced  into  Spain  and  Portugal, 
but  ridiculed  generally  by  other  nations, 
of  the  imprimaturs',  licences',  or  appro- 
bations' of  books,  and  even  of  the  mod 
wretched  pamphlets,  being  converted  into 
immoderate  panegyrics  on  their  authors, 
when  the  bufinefs  of  the  Cenfor  is  only  to 
fay  (imply  and  fhortly  whether  or  not  the 
work  contains  any  thing  contrary  to  Law, 
Good  Faith,  and  Good  Manners.  I  fay 
there  is  now  no  need  to  enter  into  a  cenfure 

of 
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of  the  Cenfors,  as  it  is  growing  late  and 
we  fhall  lofe  our  flippers ;  but  in  thefe  very 
approbations  which  you  inftance,  either  I 
am  wickedly  inclined,  which  I  do  not  be- 
lieve, or  that  of  the  Jefuit  Father  is  a  piece 
of  roguery,  and  when  properly  understood 
will  appear  to  be  a  delicate  fatire  againft  the 
abfurdities  of  the  fermon  in  all  its  parts.  I 
think,  at  lead,  I  difcover  that  the  faid 
Father  aimed  at  dextroufly  extricating  him- 
felf  from  the  fcandal  of  praifing  this  fer- 
mon, if  he  did  not  intend  to  fatirize  it ; 
and  thus  much  is  certain  that  he  declares 
repeatedly  that  he  does  not  approve  or 
praife  it. 

"  The  fly  rogue  fuggefts  himfelf  to  be 
connected  with  the  family  and  order  of  the 
author  j  and  never  departing  from  the  ground 
of  *'  Laudet  te  alienus",  which  he  conftrues, 
Let  the  Stranger  praife  thee,  he  fays,  in  one 
place,  that  he  ought  not  to  take  upon  him  the 
office  of  an  Approver  ;  in  another,  that  he 
accounts  it  as  one  of  his  great ejl  happineffes  not 
to  be  able  to  praife  that  fermon ;  in  a  third, 
that  he  is  too  nearly  allied  tofet  himfelf  about 
praifing  it  ;  in  a  fourth,  fpeaking  determi- 
nate^ of  the  circumftances  and  the  faluta* 
tion,  that  it  does  not  bdong  to  him  to  cele- 
brate it  i  in  a  fifth,  thai  eulogies  would  come 

better 
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better  from  any  other  mouth  than  his;  and  laftlyv 
that  even  as  to  what  relates  to  the  good  tajie 
of  the  Gentleman  who  gives  this  fermon  to  the 
pre/},  it  will  be  of  more  confluence,  or  at  leaf 
it  will  not  fail  to  be  more  courtcfy,  to  leave 
the  whole  affair  ofpraifing  him  to  thofe  with- 
out ;  laudet  te  alienus.     Now  either  I  am  a' 
numfcull  and  do  not  underhand  a  word  of 
Irony,  or  this  lame  Cenfor  is  a  mofl  arch 
wag.     His  whole  endeavour  is  evidently  to 
aVoid  the  fubject,  fhun  the  difficulty,  and 
fay  with  grace  and   pleafantry  that  others 
may  praife  what  he  neither  can  praife  nor 
ought    to    praife.     And,    moreover;    from 
that  (hrewd  conftruction  of  Laudet  te  alie-> 
nus,  Let  the  Stranger  praife  thee,  I  cannot 
help  fhrewdly  fufpecling — God  forgive  me 
if  I  make  a  ram  judgment — but  I  cannot 
help  fufpecling  that  by  the  word  Stranger 
he  would  not  have  thofe  to  be  underftood 
who  may  not  be  in  reality  or  affection  (o 
nearly  allied  to  the  author  as  he  fuggefts 
himfelf  to  be,  but  that  he  leaves  it  in  doubt 
whether  we  may  not  underfland  by  it  thofe 
who  are  Strangers  to  the  profefTion,  to  li- 
terature, and  to   all  propriety,  in  a  word, 
dolts  and  blockheads.     It  is  not  impoffible 
but  that  I  may  make  the  libel  by  my  inter- 
pretation ;  but  I  am  pretty  confident  that 
I  am  not  midaken."  2 
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«'  And  I,  in  my  turn,  am  as  confident 
(replied  Friar  Bias)  that  your  Paternity  is 
much  miftaken ;  for  if  this  Father  Mafter 
was  not  difpofed  to  give  his  approbation  to 
the  fermon,  pray,  who  obliged  him  to  do 
it  ?  Who  threatened  his  life,  holding  a  dag- 
ger to  his  bread,  if  he  did  not  undertake 
this  office  ?  To  which  is  to  be  added,  that, 
if  the  author  put  his  trufl  in  him  as  a  friend 
to  do  him  this  favour  (as  this  office  is  ge- 
nerally condgned  by  the  Tribunals  to  thole 
whom  the  authors  point  out  to  them)  it  is 
not  likely  that  be  mould  be  guilty  of  this 
treachery  to  him,  and  that  when  the  poof 
man  was  expecting  a  panegyric  he  fliould 
have  the  mortification  to  receive  a  fatire. 
Honour  and  honedy  required  that  if  he 
could  not  find  in  his  confcience  really  to 
approve  it,  he  mould  have  excufed  himfelf 
from  the  office  and  not  play  him  fuch  a 
Judas-trick." 

"  Fair  and  foftly,  good  Friar  Bias,  (re- 
plied Prudentio)  for  tho'  your  reply  is  un- 
doubtedly fpecious,  and  your  manner  of 
arguing,  at  lead  for  this  time,  founded  in 
reafon>  yet  it  is  not  unanfwerable,  fince  the 
mod  likely  is  not  always  the  mod:  true. 
Flow  do  we  know  but  that  the  Approver 
might  find  himfelf  in   fome   political   or 

charitable 
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charitable  neceflity  which  could  not  ho- 
nourably be  relifted  ?  Now  I  can  imagine  a 
cafe  which  I  think  very  natural,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  this  fermon  was  not  preached,  we 
know  not  on  what  account;  and  likewife 
it  is  certain,  that,  for  this  very  reafon  of 
its  having  been  forbidden  to  be  preached 
the  author  (who  was  a  man  of  fome  rank 
in  his  profeffion)  and  his  partizans  made  a 
point  of  having  it  printed  by  way  of  vindi- 
cating him  from  the  flur  caft  upon  him  by 
the  prohibition.  Well  then,  let  us  fuppofe 
that  his  Provincial  might  have  no  great 
partiality  for  the  author,  but  that  he  might 
be  an  intimate  friend  of  this  Jefuit,  the 
Approver,  and  that  he  mould  have  refolved 
on  not  giving  a  licence  for  printing  the 
fermon  till  it  had  paifed  under  the  cenfure 
of  this  friend  of  his.  Now  in  this  cafe  it 
is  very  likely  that  the  author  and  his  parti- 
zans played  all  their  artillery  on  the  poor 
Jefuit,  reprefenting  in  the  ftrongeft  terms 
how  much  the  reputation,  honour,  and 
even  preferment  of  this  Religious  depended 
upon  his  doing  him  that  favour.  What 
part  could  an  honell  kind-hearted  man  take 
in  fuch  a  ftrait  ?  To  refufe  having  any  thing 
to  do  with  it  was  utterly  impoilible  ;  to 
praile  the  fermon  openly,  there  was  not 
6  merit 


FRIAR    GERUND.    497 

merit  enough  in  it  tojuftify,  nor  would  his 
Sincerity  permit  j  to  reprobate  it,  was  at 
once  to  ruin  the  author  in  the  opinion  of 
his  principal,  and  to  declare  for  thofe  who 
infulted  him.  What  then  was  to  be  done  ? 
It  feenis,  I  think*  that  he  could  not  have 
purfued  a  more  prudent  meafure  than  that 
which  he  did  purfue  ; — -to  give  an  equivo- 
cal cenfure,  which  mould  neither  approve 
nor  difapprove  the  fermon,  and  feek  a  lpe- 
cious  pretext  for  eexufing  himfelf  from 
praifing  it,  and  leaving  the  o&ice  to  thofe 
who  were  better  qualified." 

"  This  may  have  been  as  you  reprefent 
it  (replied  Friar  Bias)  but  the  eulogies  of 
the  other  two  approvers  are  not  equivocal ; 
they  are  very  clear  and  expreffive  -,  and,  in 
truth,  they  are  neither  of  them  of  your 
ordinary  gentry,  but  are  both  fubjects  of 
fuch  fuperior  form  that  they  have  titles 
enough  (and  to  fpare)  for  a  feat  at  a  general 
Council." 

*'  I  do  not  deny  it,  (faid  Prudentio)  but 
I  have  already  faid,  that  of  the  eulogies  of 
Cenfors  and  Poets  little  account  is  to  be 
made ;  becaufe  both  one  and  the  other, 
(generally  fpeaking)  fay  not  what  the  works 
they  praife  truly  are,  but  what  they  ought 
to  be.  And  if  their  merit  were  to  be  judged 

Vol.  I.  K  k  of 
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of  according  to  thofe  praifes,  the  moil  mi* 
ferable,  wretched,  little  works,  the  moft 
unworthy  of  public  light,  and  worthy  only 
of  a  public  bonfire,  thofe  which  contribute 
moil,  and  with  the  greateft  juftice,  to  fwell 
the  fize  of  the  Ex  pur  gat  or  ios  %  •,  fuch  would 
be  the  moft  excellent,  for  fuch  precifelyare 
the  things  which  ftrut  forth  into  the  world 
with  the  moil  pompous  accompaniment  and 
roaring  train  of  Approbations,  Acroilics, 
Epigrams,  Decimas  -f*,  and  Sonnets,  which 
have  been  all  pitifully  begged,  unlefs  in- 
deed the  author  mall  have  fabricated  them 
himfelf?  and  defired  his  friends  only  to  lend 
their  names.  But  does  all  this  prevent  the 
laid  works  from  being  expofed  to  the  ridi- 
cule and  contempt  of  the  intelligent,  or  i* 
the  Holy  Tribunal  of  the  Inquisition  with- 
held from  ftalkinginamidit  this  goodly  tribe 
of  Prolegomena  with  uplifted  wand,  with- 
out caring  a  itraw  for  the  authority  or  the 
multitude  of  the  Approvers.? 

f'  It  is  certain  that  if  the  Cenfors  kept 
within  the  precife  limits  of  their  office,  and 
aniwered,  as  they  ought,  the  great  confi- 
dence placed  in  them,  by  not  approving  any 
work  which  they  had  not  fir  ft  rigoroufly  exa- 

*  The  Inquifition-cat-.'.logues  of  forbidden  books. 
A  ll.wzd,  or  little  pi^fcrpS  poetry  of  ten  lines. 
2  mined  ; 
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mined ;  if  they  had  the  holy  fincerity  to 
expofe  all  their  objections  to  the  tribunals 
by  which  they  are  appointed  to  cenfure, 
and  afterwards  refolutely  determined  not  to 
approve  the  work  till  all  thefe  objections 
mould  be  removed  3  then  indeed  a  very 
moderate  degree  of  praife  from  them  would 
be  of  great  weight.  But  knowing,  as  we 
do,  how  this  farce  is  carried  on  ;  when  it 
is  notorious  that  friendfhip,  connection,  or 
party,  are  the  things  alone  which  are  con- 
futed in  the  appointment  of  the  tafkj  that 
the  whole  affair  is  reduced  to  matter  of 
mere  ceremony  and  formality,  infomuch 
that  if  any  one,  zealous  as  well  for  the  ho- 
nour of  Science  as  the  Credit  of  the  Nation, 
fhould  be  for  executing  it  according  to  the 
rigid  rule  of  right  and  reafon,  he  would  be 
accounted  ridiculous  and  impertinent,  in 
what  eftimation  are  we  to  hold  the  praifes 
we  read  in  thofe  abfurd  Panegyrics,  called, 
by  a  Wrong  name,  Cenfures  ? 

"  O  Friar  Bias,  Friar  Bias,  how  often  have 
I  lamented  to  myfelf  this  mod  prejudicial 
diforder  in  our  nation,  extending  ooly  to 
Portugal,  and  fcarcely  known  in  other  coun- 
tries !  And  how  eafy  has  the  remedy  of  it 
appeared  to  me  !  Do  you  know  what  it  is? 
Why,  that  one  mould  proceed  againft  thefe 
Kk  2  Approvers 
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Approvers  as  one  would  againft  a  Contrajle* 
Or  a  Guarantee.  What  could  be  more  jufl? 
For  the  Approver  is  no  other  than  a  Con- 
trade  who  examines  the  quality  and  ge- 
nuinefs  of  the  work  committed  to  his  in- 
flection. Thou  haft  declared  that  to  be 
Gold  which  is  but  Pinchbeck,  Tin  to  be 
Silver,  and  a  piece  of  coloured  Glafs  a  pre- 
cious Stone.  Pay  me  then,  Rafcal,  and 
fufTer  the  punifhment  which  thy  ignorance 
or  iniquity  deferves  -f-. 

And  how  many  follies  would  be  excluded 
by  fuch  a  provision  ?  How  much  paper 
would  be  faved  ?  How  would  expence  be 
lelTened  to  the  authors,  whom  it  cods 
fometimes  as  much  to  print  the  approba- 
tions as  the  work  itfelf  ?  Many  and  many 
could  I  name  in  which   the  approbations 

*  A  Contrafie  is  an  officer  appointed  to  examine,  and 
eftablifh  the  goodnefsof  coins,  metals,  &c. 

f  Note  by  the  Author. 

The  fcupulous  fidelity  with  which  we  are  bound  to 
the  monuments  we  follow  in  this  Iiiilcry,  permits  us  not 
to  iupprefs  this  judicious  inventive  of  the  Matter  Pru- 
dentio  agaSmJ  the  aoovementioned  abufes  ;  but  they  have 
been  juft  now  wifely  reformed  by  an  act  of  the  Ptoyal  and 
Supreme  Council  of  Caftile  of  the  19th  of  July,  in  the 
lad  year,  1756;  to  the  juft  and  prudent  provifion  of 
which  act  it  is  to  be  hoped  and  expected  that  the  Eccle- 
fiaftical  Judges  will,  as  far  as  they  are  concerned,  con- 
form. Tho'  the  dileafe  be  a  real  one,  there  is  now  a 
fuitable  remedy  applied,  and  no  ucceility  for  the  recipe 
pointed  out  by  the  monuments  of  our  hiitory. 

occupy 
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occupy  as  much  fpace  as  the  whole  body 
of  the  work,  but  I  pafs  them  over  from 
juft  refpects.  None  are  more  prejudiced 
than  the  authors  themfelves,  if  they  print 
the  book  on  their  own  accouut,  becaufe 
they  themfelves  in  this  cafe  buy  their  own 
praifes  in  the  expence  they  are  at  to  bring 
them  to  the  knowledge  of  others.  Can 
there  be  more  folly,  or  more  poornefs  of 
fpirit  ?  It  has  fome  degree  of  refemblance 
to  the  paying  for  the  feigned  tears  of  hired 
mourners  at  a  funeral. 

"  Yet  the  mifery  of  human  folly,  in  fome 
of  our  writers,  or  plagiaries,  who  would 
pais  for  writers,  flops  not  here.  Will  it 
be  credible  that  there  mould  be  many  to 
be  found,  who,  for  want  of  good  men, 
and  that  they  may  owe  nothing  to  any  one, 
praife  their  own  fweet  felves,  being  the 
artificers  of  thofe  eulogies  to  be  read  in  the 
antichamber  of  their  works  ?  Yes,  verily, 
my  friend,  there  are  men  to  be  found  of 
this  comfortable  mould  and  enviable  fere- 
nity.  More  than  two  and  more  than 
twenty  of  thefe  obliging  creatures  to  them- 
felves could  I  name  to  thee.  They  are  not 
fo  Ample  indeed  as  to  fubfcribe  their  own 
names  to  thefe  eulogies,  for  that  would  be 
a  candour  laying  claim  to  the  diftinction  of 
K  k  3  a  fool's 
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a  fool's  cap  ;  but  with  an  anagram,  a  fup- 
pofititious  name,  or  the  borrowed  name  of 
fome  of  the  apprentices  to  literature  and 
brothers  of  the  quill,  of  which  there  are 
in  all  parts ;  and  frequently  under  the  fig- 
nature  of,  A  Friend,  fujiice,  Impartiality, 
or,  A  Dfciple  of  the  Author,  the  good  gen- 
tleman trowels  on  himfelf  the  plaiftcr  of 
praife  without  referve,  and  makes  a  figure 
in  the  eyes  of  his  fimpleton  readers.'* 

"  But,  Father  Matter  (interrupted  the 
Predicador)  this  mud  certainly  be  a  rafh 
judgment,  or  there  is  no  fuch  thing  in  the 
Chriftian  world.  Whence  does  it  appear 
that  thefe  eulogies  were  fabricated  by  the 
authors  of  the  works  ?  Did  they  ever  con- 
ftfs  it  to  your  Paternity  ?"  "  Friar  Bias  (re- 
plied Prudentio)  thou  haft  fometimes  cer- 
tain parvoices  che  fan  pieta  *.  There  is  no 
necetlity  for  the  Authors'  revealing  it  -,  the 
ftyle  difcovers  it  j  nor  is  it  eafy,  either  in 
verfe  or  profe,  to  remain  concealed  ;  and 
without  all  that  olfactory  virtue  which  is 
pofTelTed  by  under/landings  of  very  open  pores 
to  perceive  the  fubtle  fpirit  which  diftingiiifloes 
writers  in  their  works*  as  the  author  of  the 


*  Sillinefles  -which  excite  companion.  A  phrafe  pro-! 
hahly  (from  the  mixture  of  Portugueze  and  Italian)  af- 
fected in  his  great  wifdorn  by  the  Baibadina, 

letter 
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letter  againft  the  Rout  of  the  Alans  gal- 
lantly exprefTes  himfelf,  any  nofe  of  the 
underftanding,  which  has  not  got  a  cold, 
may  trace  them  from  the  effluvia  they  emit. 
Befides  which,  fome  authors  are  fuch  good 
fouls  that  they  do  confefs  it  themfelves. 
And  doft  thou  think  this  is  done  from  fim- 
plicity  ?  Indeed  it  is  ;  but  the  rogues  fay  it 
not  with  that  view,  but  becaufe  they  can- 
not  forego  the  glory  or  the  vanity  of  ac- 
quainting their  confidants  that  they  too 
know  how  to  make  fonnets  as  well  as 
other  people,  even  though  upon  themfelves." 

. 

CHAP.       IV. 

[ 

*£he  converfation  interrupted  by  the  entrance 

of /upper. 

7*  R  I  A  R  Bias  was  about  to  reply 
JL  when  Gregory  came  in  with  the 
fupper,  faying  to  them,  with  an  air  of 
ruftic  pleafantry,  *•  Our  fathers,  onia  ti- 
empus  babunt,  tie?npujs  difpuntandi  £?  tiempus 
cenandi :  the  blefTed  St.  Fillbelly  be  with 
your  Paternities  now,  and  leave  your  cum- 
locutories  %  for.  the  eggs  are  growing  hard, 
the  roaft  meat  is  a  fpoiling,  and  by  the 
clock  of  my  belly  it  is  full  nine  at  night." 
K  k  4  "  Brother 
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*'  Brother  Gregory  is  in  the  right  of  it," 
laid  the  Father  Matter  j  and  they  fat  down 
to  table.  The  kipper  was  not  fplendid, 
but  yet  decent  :  a  couple  of  fallads,  a  boiled 
and  raw  one,  new-laid  eggs,  half  a  turkey 
roailed,  fome  haflied  hare,  and  cheefe  and 
olives  for  defert ;  and  Friar  Gerund  diverted 
them  much  while  it  lalted.  As  his  pedan- 
tic preceptor  the  Domine  Zaneas-largas 
had  his  memory  ftored  with  heaps  of  Latin 
verfes,  fen  fences,  and  aphoriims  for  every 
thing,  and  every  thought,  and  every  word, 
and  which  he  bolted  out  at  every  turn,, 
whether  or  no  they  were  at  all  to  the  pur- 
pofe,  provided  there  was  to  be  found 
amongft  his  cento  any  fimil-arity  in  found 
to  any  thing  in  the  prefent  fubject,  and  by 
this  means  had  acquired  amongftthe  igno- 
rant the  credit  of  a  monfter  of  erudition, 
and  a  weft  cf  knollitch  as  he  was  called  in 
that  country,  his  diligent  diiciple  Friar 
Gerund  endeavoured  to  copy  this  imperti- 
nence as  weU  as  all  the  other  ridiculous  ex- 
travagancies of  the  blefled  Domine.  With 
this  idea  he  had  well  fluffed  his  head  with 
Latin  lines,  apophthegms,  and  common- 
places, to  fhine  away  with  upon  occafion  j 
and  when  the  flow  of  erudition  was  upon 

him 
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him,  the  little  Friar  became  an  unremitting 
diarrhea  of  Latinized  abfurdity. 

As  foon,  then,  as  the  lettuces  prefented 
themfelves  upon  the  table,  turning  to  his 
friend  Friar  Bias,  he  afked  him, 

Claudere  quae  cenas  lacluca  folebat  avorum 
Die  mihi  cur  nojiras  inchoat  ilia  dapes  ? 

The  Father  Predicador  found  himfelf  rather 
diftreffed  by  the  quefcion,  for  as  it  was  in 
Latin  verfe,  and  he  had  only  got  Latin 
enough  to  ferve,  and  that  but  indifferently, 
for  the  Breviary,  he  did  not  on  the  fudden 
over-and-above  clearly  uriderfiand  it,  and 
therefore  faid,  "  Speak  more  plainly  if  thou 
wouldfl  have  me  anfwer  thee."  But  pre- 
fently,  upon  Gerund's  repeating  it  more 
flowly,  and  as  the  Latin  was  not  intricate 
in  itfelf,  he  comprehended  it,  and  faid, 
"  The.  meaning  of  this  is  to  a/k,  why  we 
begin  our  fupper  with  lettuce,  when  our 
fore-fathers  were  wont  to  finifli  with  it  ?" 
The  reafon  is  verv  evident:  becaufe  in  al- 
moft  every  thing  we  begin  where  our  fore- 
fathers left  off."  "  Claudian  hath  faid  it 
(interrupted  Friar  G&rund,  applauding  the 
explanation)  capjfti  qua  finis  er  at  -,"  and  the 
Matter  laughed  as  much  at  the  impertinent 

readinefs 
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readinefs  of  the  one  as   the    folly   of  the 
other. 

Afterwards  followed  fome  boiled  leeks, 
with  the  heads  eut  off;  and  fcarcely  had 
Gerund  feen  them -when  he  exclaimed, 

Fila  TarenUm  graviter  redolentia  porn 
Edljli  quo  ties,   ofcula  claufa  dato. 

Friar  Bias  faid,  that  he  underflood  only 
that  the  verfe  fpoke  of  a  leek  *,  but  for 
the  eafe  of  his  confeience  he  mull  confefs 
that  he  did  not  know  what  it  meant.  Friar 
Gerund  then  fet  the  words  in  order  of  con- 
frrudion^  Quoties  edijli  Jila  graviter  redolen- 
tia tarentini  porri  dato  claufa  ofcula,  obierv- 
ing  to  him  by  the  way,  that  in  the  territory 
of  the  city  of  Taranto,  grow  the  moft  fa- 
mous leeks  in  all  Italy,  as  the  garlick  of 
Corellia  is  the  moft  famous  in  Navarre,  and 
the  afparagus  of  Portillio  in  Old  CaftiJe ; 
with  which  information  Friar  Bias  faid, 
'«  Now  I  think  I  underftand  the  meaning 
of  the  verfe;  it  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  unlefs 
I  am  miftaken,  that  whenever  one  eats 
leeks  of  Taranto,  and  I  fuppofe  the  fame 
would  happen  though  the  leeks  mould  be 

*  The  Spanifh  and  Latin  name  being  nearly  the  fame. 

of 
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of  Upper-Melgar,  it  feems  rather  as  if  one 
was  kiffing  than  eating,  inafmuch  as  it  is 
in  fact,  rather  fucking  than  eating,  and  to 
fuck  one  puts  one's  lips  together/'  f*  You 
have  hit  the  mark,  (replied  Gerund)  but, 
notwithstanding,  the  Latin  poet  has  not  fo 
well  explained  this  affair  as  the  Spaniard, 
who  fays, 

Fruit  *  who  eats  to  rot  that's  lain, 

Froth  who  drinks  that's  brew'd  from  grain, 

He  who  fucks  the  flimy  Leek, 

Dogs  wk>  kifs  who  takes  the  freak, 

In  each  fo  much  its  vaunted  pleafure  miiTes, 

That  he  nor  Eats,nor  Drinks,  nor  Sucks,  nor  KifTes. 

The  Matter  Prudentio  did  not  fail  to  laugh 
again,  this  time,  at  the  iimplicity  of  Ge- 
rund, pleafed  with  the  joke  of  the  Spanifh 
lines  he  gave  for  explanation,  and  even 
praifed  the  happinefs  of  his  memory, 
though  he  inwardly  pitied  him  for  not  em- 
ploying it  more  worthily. 

He,  who  faw  himfelf  celebrated,  felt 
his  vanity  fbmewhat  tickled,  and  refolved 
to  let  nothing  appear  without  faluting  it 
with  its  diftich.  When  the  eggs  therefore 
came  upon  the  table  he  took  one  in  his 
hand,  held  it  up  to  the  candle,  and,  think- 

*  Medlars. 
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ing  he  difcovered  a  chicken  in  it,  gave  a 
loud  laugh,  and  laid, 

Candida  fi  croceos  circumjluit  unda  vitellos, 
Hefperius  Scombri  temperet  ova  liquor. 

Poor  Friar  Bias  was  quite  at  a  lofs,  for 
this  was  too  much  Latin  for  a  preacher 
who  compofed  only  in  his  mother-tongue, 
and  at  a  lofs  he  would  have  remained  if  his 
good  friend  Gerund  had  not  taken  com- 
panion upon  him  and  given  him  this  ex- 
planation, 

Eggs,  which  th'already  gender'd  chick  infhrine, 
Boil  in  the  belly  with  good  flore  of  wine  *. 

Upon  this  Prudentio  took  occafion  to  jeer 
the  Predicador  on  his  want  of  Latin,  tell- 
ing him  he  was  like  the  Parfon  who  faid 
to  his  pariflioners,  "  I  indeed  do  not  know 
much  of  Latin,  but  I  will  apply  myfelf  to 
the  ftudy  of  it,  and  'till  I  learn  it  I  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  preach."  "  None  of 
your  farcafms,  our  Father,  (replied  Friar 
Bias,  who  felt  the  fatire)  to  preach  there  is 
no   neceffity    to  underfland    the   Latin  of 

*  The  author,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed,  would  have  this 
explanation  underftood  in  the  lams  manner  as  the 
former. 

6  poets, 
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poets,  it  is  fufficient  for  me  to  conftrue  that 
of  the  Bible  tolerably,  and  as  for  that, 
Calepine  and  I  againft  any  two." 

Now  came  the  dim  of  roaft  meat,  which 
was  half  a  turkey,  and  as  foon  as  Gerund 
had  a  glimpfe  of  it  he  exclaimed  in  a  plain- 
tive tone, 

Mirarh  quottes  gemmantes  explicat  alas, 
Et potes  himc  fczvo  trader e,  dure,  coco! 

And,  without  fuffering  his  friend  to  be 
diftrelTed   again,  immediately  explained  it 

thus, 

The  Bird,  whofe  plumes  fo  oft  delight  thine  eye, 
Shall  thy  blind  Palate,  eruel,  doom  to  die  ! 

But  all  his  companion  for  the  poor  bird 
did  not  with-hold  him  from  clapping  his 
knife  into  the  joint  of  the  wing  which  he 
took  off  and  laid  upon  the  Father  Matter's 
plate,  and  after  helping  himfelf  to  the  befb 
part  of  the  hreaft  moved  the  dim  to  Friar 
Bias  with  whom  he  did  not  ftand  upon 
ceremony. 

To  each  draught  from  the  flagon  he  de- 
dicated a  diftich  of  the  many  which  he  had 
laid  in  for  (uch  occafiorss;  though  they 
fpoke  of  the  mod  famous  wines  of  Europe 

in 
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in  ancient  time,  and  that  which  he  drank 
was  a  little,  wretched,  four  ftuff  of  the 
country  *,  but  honoured  by  him  at  his  firft 
draught  with  this  impertinence, 

Hac  de  vitifira  venijfe  ptcdta  Viena 
Ne  dubitesy   mifit  Romulus  ipfe  mihi. 

At  the  fecond, 

Hoc  de  Cafareis  mihi  vindemia  ceitit 
Mi/tt  Iulao  qua  fibi  montt  placet. 

And  at  the  third, 

Hac  bandana  tulit  fahx  antumnus  opwn, 
Exprejfxt  mulfum  Conful,  &  ipfe  bibit. 

In  fhort  no  draught  paffed  without  a  Latin 
dedication  ;  and  it  appears  from  authentic 
papers  that  in  that  one  fupper  only  he 
drank  twenty  times,  and  all  without  any 
prejudice  to  his  head,  which  was  well  fea- 
foned,  and  riagon-proof,  from  his  having 
been  brought  up  at  Campazas  with  the  beifc 
milk  of  the  Defert  and  of  Campos. 

The  good  Predicador  was  aftonifhed  at 
feeing    fuch  a    copious    flream  of   Latin 

•  Vino  de  la  Tierra  ;  in  the  fame  fenfe  as  the  French 
and  Italian,  Vin  du  pais,  and,  Vino  del  paefe}  meaning 
a  poor  fin  all  wine. 
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poured  forth  by  his  beloved  friend,  and 
though  he  was  unconfcious  of  its  meaning, 
yet  he  delighted,  even  to  driveling,  at  the 
luftre  with  which  in  his  opinion,  his 
favourite  {hone  forth,  protecting  that  not- 
withstanding he  had  formed  an  high  idea 
of  his  genius,  he  could  never  have  believed 
it  ajofe  to  fuch  a  pitch,  not  having  before 
afiifted  with  him  at  fuch  a  function.  He 
wondered  how  the  deuce  he  could  carry  in 
his  head  fuch  a  multitude  of  verfes,  and 
what  above  all  furprifed  him,  was,  the 
fuitablenefs  with  which  he  applied  them. 
Gerund  indeed  never  waited  for  a  fitter  op- 
portunity of  lugging  in  his  lumber  than 
that  of  hearing  or  feeing  fomething  of 
which  mention  might  be  made,  directly  or 
indirectly,  in  the  verfes  he  had  heaped  up 
in  that  aiinine  memory  of  his,  ufing  pro- 
fane learning  merely  from  the  affonance, 
juft  exactly  as  he  had  ufed  facred  learning 
in  the  fweet  and  pleafant  falutation  preached 
by  him  in  the  refectory.  But  as  honeft 
Friar  Bias  had  no  idea  of  any  other  pro- 
priety in  the  ufe  and  application  of  his 
texts,  he  was  no  diftinguimer  of  colours, 
and  what  founded  to  him  founded  to  him, 
(to  ufe  his  own  expreffion)  confirming  him- 
felf  in  the  opinion  that  the  Order  had  not 

thefe 


512       The    HIS  TO  R  Y  of 

thefc  two  ages  acquired  fo  bright  an  orna^ 
ment  as  this  youth. 

His  admiration  encreafed,  when,  on  the 
named  hare  being  fet  upon  the  table,  he 
heard  Gerund  break  forth  with  this  decifive 
lentence, 

Liter  aves  'Turdus,  ft  quid,   me  judice,'  certet  j 
Inter  quadrupedes,  gloria  prima  Lepus. 

The  Predicador  could  form  but  a  random 
guefs  at  the  meaning,  though  his  heart 
fuggefled  more  or  lefs  what  might  be  the 
thought,  when  he  obferved  that  no  fooner 
had  Gerund  fpoke  but  he  emptied  nearly 
half  the  dim  upon  his  plate.  But  the  Fa- 
ther Mailer  faid  in  his  ufual  good-natured 
way,  ««  Why,  man  that  opinion  of  thine, 
that  amongft  the  birds  there  is  no  choicer 
morfel  than  the  Thrum  and  amongft  the 
beafts  than  the  Hare,  proves  that  thou 
haft  as  much  tafte  in  thy  palate  as  thy  un- 
derftanding,  and  that  thou  wouldeft  give 
as  good  a  judgment  about  a  dinner  as  a 
lermon.  I  have  always  heard  that  the 
Thrufti  was  but  an  extraordinary  *  of 
•Friars,  and  the  Hare  a  common  dim   with 


*  Extraordinary,  here  means  only,  beyond  the  ordi- 
nary allowance  of  the  convent. 

the 
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the  fraternities."  t(  And  who  has  told  your 
Paternity  (replied  Gerund)  that  the  fr<iter- 
nities  have  not  excellent  difhes,  and  Friars 
very  delicate  extraordinaries  ?"  "  Subftan- 
tial,  I  grant,  (faid  Prudentio)  but  not  de- 
licate." 

Now  carne,  by  way  of  defert,  the  cheefe 
and  a  plate  of  olives,  when  Friar  Bias 
thought  that  without  doubt  Gerund  mud: 
have  emotied  his  budget,  for  what  Poet 
could  have  treated  on  fuch  things  as  olives 
and  cheefe  ?  Bat  he  was  pleafingly  unde- 
ceived when  he  faw  him  take  the  cheefe  in 
one  hand  and  a  knife  to  cut  it  in  the  other, 
and  repeat  in  an  authoritative  tone  the  fol- 
lowing pair  of  diftichs ; 

Cafcus,    Etrufca  Jlgnatus  imagine  lur,ai 
Prajlabit  putris  prandia  mille  tibi. 

To  which  he  dire&ly  gave  this  tranflation* 
which  he  had  fomewhere  read, 

Cheefe,  marked  with  crefent  of  the  Tufcan  fhield, 
A  thoufand  dinners  to  your  boys  {hall  yield. 

**  And  it  would  be  all  one  I  fuppofe, 
(faid  Prudentio  fmilling)  if  it  be  marked 
with  the  crefcent  of  Valencia,  fince  I  fee 
not,  whether  for  a  cheefe  or  a  cheefecake, 

Vol.  I.  L  1  that 


5i4       The    HISTORY    of 

that  there  be  more  grace  in  one  crefcent 
than  another.  But  what!  Haft  thou  no- 
thing to  fay  to  the  olives  ?"  '■  T  am  com- 
ing to  that,  Father  Matter,"  replied  Ge- 
rund, and,  taking  half  of  them,  laid, 

tc    Hoc,  qua:,  picenis  venii  fubducla  trapetis^ 
Jnchoat,    at  que  eadern  fin'xt  oliva  dapes. 

Which  has  been  conftrued  thus, 

Olives,  from  danger  of  the  prefs  released, 
Grateful  begin  and  grateful  end  the  feaft. 

«<  Why,  thou  art  tipfy,  furely,  (faid  Friar 
Bias,  laughingly)  when  did  olives  begin  the 
feaft?"  "  When!  (anfwered  Gerund)  why 
when  people  began  to  eat  where  they  now 
leave  off,  and  when  lettuces  were  ferved  for 
a  defert,  juxta  illud, 

Claudere  qua  cenam  lacluca  folebat  avorumy  &c. 

Who  is  tipfy  now  ?  Don't  you  remember 
what  you  faid  yourfelf  at  our  fitting  down 
to  fupper,  that  we  begin  where  our  fore- 
fathers left  off?" 

The    Father  Matter   v/as   well   enough 
pleafed  with  this  retort,  and  ftill  more  con- 
firmed  in  his  old  opinion,  that  Friar  Ge- 
rund did  not  want  parts,  but  that  the  culti- 
vation 
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Vation  and  application  of  them  had  been 
wanting,  particularly  to  criticifm  and  good 
tafte.  The  cloth  was  now  prefently  taken 
away,  when  Prudentio  got  again  upon  his 
favourite  topic  of  the  Cenfors,  on  which 
he  declaimed  fo  long  as  to  lay  Friar  Gerund 
afleep  as  found  as  a  top,  and  make  the  Pre- 
dicador  yawn  and  gape  fearfully,  and  his 
eyes  draw  ftraws.  Pie  found  it  therefore 
high  time  to  conclude,  and,  waking  Ge- 
rund, not  without  much  difficulty,  they  all 
went  to  bed;  the  Predicador  taking  leave 
over-night,  as  he  intended  to  be  up  very 
early  in  the  morning  to  go  to  Jacarilla  with 
Uncle  BafHan,  his  Majordomo,  who,  it 
was  to  be  fuppofed,  would  by  that  time  be 
recovered  from  his  intemperance  and  the 
accident  it  had  caufed. 

CHAP.      V. 

Friar  Gerund  hanfels  the  office  of  Sabatine- 
preacher  with  a  difciplinant  exhortation. 

SCARCE  had  the  next  day  dawned  when 
a  lad  from  the  Convent  arrived  with  a 
letter  to  Friar  Gerund,   in  which  he  was 
commanded  by  the   Superior  to  return  as 
foon  as  poffible,  as  he  gave  him  to  under- 
L  1  2  Aand 
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ftand  that  the  town  [where  the  Convent 
ftood]  had  appointed  a  Proceffion  of  Roga- 
tion for  Rain,  then  greatly  wanted,  in 
which  the  Dilciplinants,  or  Fraternity  of 
the  Crofs,  had  determined  to  go  forth,  and 
that  he  muft  prepare  himfelf  to  preach  the 
Exhortation.  Very  greatly  did  our  Saba- 
tine  preacher  rejoice  at  this  information,  as 
he  was  burfting  with  impatience  to  mew 
himfelf  in  public,  and  thought  the  days 
ages  till  an  opportunity  arrived.  But,  un- 
fortunately, about  half  an  hour  before  the 
mefTenger  came,  his  great  friend  the  Pre- 
dicador  Mayor  had  fet  out  for  Jacarilla, 
which  he  did  not  a  little  lament,  as  his 
friend  would  have  given  him  fome  idea,  or 
fome  rules,  peculiar  to  his  good  tafte,  for 
the  ordering  that  kind  of  function,  on  which 
they  had  never  yet  exprefsly  treated  ;  and 
as  this  was.  his  fir  ft  appearance  it  was  of 
great  confequence  that  he  mould  come  off 
with  the  moft,  flying  colours.  Now  he 
thought  of  confulting  on  the  point  with 
Father  Prudentio  ;  but  then  he  laid  within 
himfelf,  "  This  old  fellow  will  give  me  no- 
thing bur  his  uiual  cant  -,  he  will  advife  me, 
I  know,  10  talk  to  the  brethren,  like  any 
mifilonary,  with  zeal,  and  fervour,  and  the 
reft  of  it  -,  that  I  mould  tell  them,  how 
6  public 
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public  calamities  are  always  the  punimment 
of  public  and  private  crimes;  that  I  mould 
confirm  it  by  examples  of  facred  and  profane 
hiftory,  of  which  he  would  count  me  a  whole 
budget-full,  for  the  old  one  knows  more 
than  Merlin  :  that  afterwards  I  mufr.  fall 
naturally  upon  the  neceffity  of  appeafing 
the  divine  difpleafure  by  the  means  of  pe- 
nitence, fince  there  is  no  other ;  and  in 
fhort,  that  I  fhould  drive  it  into  them,  that 
of  thefe  means  alone  did  Jefus  Chrifl  avail 
himfelf,  (hedding  his  blood  for  our  fins  to 
fatisfy  his  eternal  Father  and  appeafe  his 
juft  indignation  againft  the  whole  human 
race  ;  and  that  upon  coming  to  this  I  mould 
exert  all  my  powers  in  perfuading  them  to 
rend,  firft,  their  hearts,  and  afterwards  their 
moulders,  not  in  the  fpirit  of  vanity,  but 
in  the  fpirit  of  compunction.  This  is  the 
thread  the  Father  Matter  would  fpin,  I 
know  as  well  as  if  I  heard  him  ;  and  would 
endeavour  to  make  me  believe  that  of  fuch 
things,  and  no  other,  ought  all  difcourfes 
of  this  kind  to  coniiil ;  but — -to  another 
dog  with  this  bone.  To  be  fure  I  mould 
cut  a  fine  fiVure  in  mv  fii'ft  function  and 
appearance  in  public  to  preach  like  a  worm- 
eaten  woe-begone  mortal,  and.  lay  things 
which  any  old  woman  might  lay.  I  will 
LI  3  be 
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be  far  enough  from  afking  a  word  of  his 
advice,  and  will  compofe  my  exhortation 
as  God  mall  give  me  to  fee  right  without 
the  affi fiance  of  neighbours." 

In  this  refolution  he  went  into  the  Father 
Matter's  room,  who  was  ftill  in  bed,  as  the 
long-talking  about  the  Cenfors  had  given 
him  the  head-ach,  and  made  him  pafs  but 
an  indifferent  night.     He  informed  him  of 
the  letter  from  the  Superior,  who  had  fent 
a  mule  for  him  by  the  meflenger,  and  afk- 
ed  him  if  he  had   any  commands  to   the 
Convent.     This  incident  was  far  from  be- 
ing agreeable  to  Prudentio,  becaufe  he  had 
taken  it  for  granted  that  if  he  could  not 
totally  eradicate  his  folly  he  mould  have 
confiderably  leffened  it  in  his   walks   and 
converfations  with  him  at  the  Grange  ;  but 
as  there  was  no  remedy  he  was  fain  to  con- 
form, and   only    charged    him    in   general 
terms  to  preach  with  judgment  and  piety  as 
the  fubjecl  required,  faying  that  if  it  pleafed 
God  he  intended  to  hear  him.     "  It  is  very 
well,  our  Father  (replied  Friar  Gerund  very 
confidently)  let  your  Paternity  keep  yourfelf 
eafy  on  that  head  ;    I  doubt  not  but  that   I 
fhall  this  time  acquit  myfelf  much  to  your 
fatisfaftion."       And  with  this  he  took  his 
leave. 

An 
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An  ancient  legend  of  the  Order  fays, 
that  in  all  the  way  from  the  Grange 
to  the  Convent,  which  was  not  lefs  than 
four  long  leagues,  our  Friar  Gerund  went 
fo  penfive  and  fo  wrapped  up  in  hirnfelf 
that  he  did  not  fpeak,  not  even  a  fingle 
word,  to  the  lad  who  ran  before  the  mule  ; 
and  what  caufed  greater  admiration  to  all 
who  knew  him,  was,  that  he  did  not  only 
not  flop  to  take  a  draught  at  the  inn  which 
was  an  half-way  houfe,  but  that  he  did  not 
even  fo  much  as  look  at  it,  or  know  when  he 
parTed  it.  This  was  occafioned,  as  he  after- 
wards confeiled  hirnfelf,  by  his  being  totally 
abforbed  in  making  mental  notes  and  ex- 
cogitating matter  of  which  to  compofe  an 
exhortation  of  the  true  rhumb,  that  lliould 
ilrike  a  great  flroke,  and  at  once  eflabliili 
his  fame. 

Immediately  crowded  upon  his  imagina- 
tion the  confufed  ideas  of  Sterility,  Roga- 
tion, Fraternity,  Crofs,  Penitents,  Pelotil- 
la  *,  Scourge,  Blood,  Penitents  of  Light, 
&c.  ;  and  all  his  care  was  how  he  fhould 
find  in  Mythology  any  thing  which  might 

*  The  pelotilla  is  the  ball  of  wax,  &c.  ufed  by  fome 
of  the  Difciplinants,  as  the  reader  has  (cen  in  the  third 
chapter  of  the  firft  book  :  others  perform  the  function 
with  a  fcourge  of  fmall  cords;  and  fometimes  with  both, 
ufing  the  pelotilla  firft  and  the  cords  afterwards. 

L  1  4  have 
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have  allufion  to  thefe  ideas;  for  as  to  the 
difpofition  and  the  ftyle,  the  devil  a  care  did 
it  give  him,  fmce  by  following  the  fame  he 
had  ufed  in  the  fermon  of  St.  Ann,  and  by 
endeavouring  to  imitate  that  of  the  inimit- 
able Florilegium,  he  was  fccure  of  the 
applaufe  of  his  audience,  which  was  the 
only  objecl:  he  had  in  view. 

For  the  article  of  fterilitv,  the  Silver  and 
the  Iron  ages  readily  prefented  themfelves  j 
for  till  the  firft  of  thefe  men  were  a  kind 
of  little  Angels,  and  the  earth  produced 
fpontaneoufly  all  forts  of  fruits,  not  only 
for  fuftenance  but  delight,  without  the 
neceiiity  of  cultivation,  of  which  they  were 
intireiy  ignorant ;  but  as  in  the  filver  age 
they  began  to  be  fomewhat  roguim,  the 
earth  likewife  began  to  be  niggardly  of  her 
fruits,  and  refolved  that  henceforwards  they 
Ihould  have  none  but  what  they  bought  by 
labour.  But  here  was  the  difficulty,  that 
the  poor  men,  accuftomed  to  abundance 
and  eafe,  did  not  know  how  to  cultivate  it, 
till  Saturn  taking  their  cafe  into  his  com- 
paffionate  confideration,  came  down  from 
Heaven,  and  taught  them  the  ufe  of  the 
fpade  and  the  plough,  in  order  that  upon 
paying  down  their  fvveat  and  labour,  the 
earth  fhould  furnifn  them  with  food.     But 

then 
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then  it  occurred  to  him  that  this  was  not 
much  to  the  purpofe,  becaufe  the  queftion 
here  was  not  concerning  flerility  from  want 
of  Cultivation,  but  from  want  of  Rain,  and 
for  this  it  was  as.  necefiary  to  have  a  fable 
as  to  have  bread  to  eat. 

In    that    inftant    however    he    happily 
thought  of   the   Iron    age,  in    which   the 
earth   would    abfolutely    produce    nothing, 
whether  cultivated  or  not ;  and  the  reafon 
was    becaufe    the  Gods   abfolutely    denied 
rain   in  punifhment  of  the    wickednefs  of 
men,  who  v/ere  become  very  rafcally  and 
thought  of  nothing  but  cheating  one    an- 
other continually,  as  is  obferved  by  the  mod 
learned  Cor.de    Natal     [Natalis    Comes.] 
Great   was   his  joy  when   he   found  him-? 
felf,  he  did  not  know  how,  with  (o  fuit- 
able  an    introduction  ;    and    noting    it    in 
the  unbound  book  of  his  memory,  he  went 
on  to  revolve  in  his  imagination  fome  mat- 
ters of  Mythology  which  might  be  applied 
to  the  affair  of  Rogation. 

After  a  little  digging  came  opportunely 
the  famous  cafe  of  Bacchus,  when  finding 
himfelf  in  the  deferts  of  Arabia,  where  he 
was  travelling  upon  fome  bufinefs  of  con- 
fequence,  and  dying  with  third:,  from  not 
meeting  with    a  drop  of  water    in    thole 

fandy 
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iandy  waftes,  he  got  together  the  fhepherds 
of  the  neighbourhood,  and  forming  with 
them  a  devout  proceflion  of  Rogation  in 
honour  of  the  God  Jupiter,  he  offered  to 
build  him  a  temple  if  he  would  fuccour  him 
in  that  diftrefs  ;  and  immediately  Jupiter 
appeared  in  the  form  of  a  flout,  well-ap- 
pointed, fuperbly-horned  Ram,  who,  fcrap- 
ing  with  his  foot  in  a  certain  part,  fprung 
a  copious  fountain  of  fweet  water  ;  and  the 
happy,  grateful  Bacchus  fulfilled  his  vow, 
building  to  the  God-Ram  the  fir  ft  temple 
with  the  title  of  Jupiter  Amnion.  He 
congratulated  himfelf  much  upon  this 
lucky  hit,  efpecially  when  he  knew  after- 
wards that  the  Majordomo  of  the  frater- 
nity of  the  Crofs  that  year  was  called  Paf- 
quel  Carnero  [Ram,]  and  he  propofed  in 
his  mind  to  make  him  Jupiter  Ammon, 
with  which  he  thought  he  had  found  a  trea- 
fure  for  the  principal  circumflance  in  the 
fubject,  and  held  it  beyond  a  doubt  that 
from  that  time  there  would  be  no  frater- 
nity fermon  which  he  mould  not  be  moft 
folicitoufly  urged  to  preach. 

He  was  confirmed  in  this  good  opinion 
of  himfelf  and  his  great  fufficiency,  when, 
in  order  to  touch  upon  the  fraternity  itfelf, 
compofed  for  the  mod  part  of   hufband- 

men, 
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men,  he  thought  of  the  Ambarvalla,  or 
facrifices  in  honour  of  the  goddefs  Ceres, 
Tutelary  of  the  fields  and  harvefts,  over 
which  facrifices  prefided  a  kind  of  frater- 
nity, compofed  of  a  dozen  brethren  who 
were  called  Fr aires  Arvales,  that  is,  Bre- 
thren of  the  Field,  deriving  their  name  from 
Arvus  Arvi,  which  has  that  fignification  ; 
for  though  it  is  true  that  thele  were  no 
more  than  twelve,  and  the  brethren  of  the 
Crofs  were  above  an  hundred,  this  appear- 
ed to  him  a  trifling  matter  ;  fince  if  the 
number  Seven  in  Holy  Scripture  fignifies  a 
multitude,  much  more  may  be  iignified  in 
Mythology  by  the  number  Twelve. 

Where  he  found  himfelf  a  little  gravell- 
ed, was,  to  find  forne  piece  of  erudition  of 
good  tafte  which  might  allude  to  fraternity 
of  the  Crofs,  and  after  having  puzzled  his 
brains  for  fome  time  without  getting  any 
thing  to  pleafe  him,  his  good  fortune 
brought  him  an  admirable  thought,  which 
at  the  fame  time  was  mofr,  bonnily  adopted 
to  the  aggravating  circumftance  of  the  Crofs 
and  to  that  of  The  Penitents  of  Blocd, 
which  had  not  given  him  lefs  anxiety  than 
the  other.  He  recollected  to  have  read  in 
an  extraordinary  book  called,  An  Idea  of  a 
new  General  Htjiory  of  North  America,  how 

the 
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the  Indians,  in  honour  of  the  God  Izco- 
caiihqnl,  who  was  the  God  of  Fire,  went  to 
the  mountains  for  a  great  tree,  which  they 
conducted  with  attendant  multitudes,  mu- 
iic,  and  great  apparatus  to  the  court  of 
the  temple  -,  there  they  barked  it  with  ex- 
traordinary ceremonies ;  afterwards  they 
raifed  it  in  the  fight  of  all  the  people,  that 
they  might  fee  it  had  the  due  height  pre- 
fcribed  by  law ;  then  they  lowered  it  and 
every  one  adorned  it  with  certain  papers 
crimfoned  with  their  own  blood  ;  having 
done  which,  they  raifed  it  again  with  great 
attention,  devotion,  and  reverence  :  then 
the  matters  took  their  flaves  upon  their 
moulders  and  danced  with  them  round  a 
large  bonfire,  lighted  near  the  tree,  and, 
when  the  poor  flaves  thought  leaft  of  it, 
flung  them  headlong  into  the  flames  and 
burnt  them  to  afhes. 

It  is  not  to  be  conceived  how  much  the 
blefled  Friar  Gerund  rejoiced  and  gloried 
in  this  moft  fuperlatively  happy  hit,  for  in 
that  alone  he  found  all  that  was  neceffary 
for  what  remained.  Here  was  a  tree 
brought  from  the  mountain  with  much 
ceremony,  and  raifed  with  great  devotion 
in  the  court  of  the  Temple.  What  fymbol 
can  be   more  proper  for  the  Tree  of  the 

Crofs  ? 
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Crofs  ?  It's  being  barked  afterwards  deftroys 
nothing  of  its  propriety.  Here  are  papers 
dyed  in  the  blood  of  the  brethren,  who 
raife  the  tree  ;  could  a  thing  be  painted 
more  exactly  to  fuit  the  penitents  of  blood  ? 
Since,  whether  thefe  dye  Paper  or  Skirts 
with  their  blood  is  a  mere  quibble  upon  a 
word,  efpecially  as  it  is  well  known  that 
thefe  very  fkirts,  being  linen,  will  one 
day  become  paper.  Here  are  Mailers  who 
dance  round  the  tree  and  the  bonfire  with 
their  flaves  upon  their  moulders,  whom 
they  afterwards  throw  into  the  flames,  and 
then  (land  laughing  at  them  -,  a  very  natural 
image  of  the  Penitents  of  Light,  who  are 
as  it  were,  the  Matters  of  the  Fraternity, 
and  only  incite  the  Penitents  of  Blood  to 
burn  thcmielves  with  the  firebrand  of  the 
fcourge,  or  the  live-coal  of  the  pelotilla. 

A  thoufand  congratulations  did  he  give 
himfelf  upon  this  provilion  of  materials, 
the  mofl  exquifite  and  moft  fuitable  to  the 
iubjecT:  that  (acccording  to  his  way  of 
thinking)  could  have  been  brought  toge- 
ther :  and  now  did  he  wiih  heartily  that 
the  exhortation  were  to  be  preached  the 
very  next  day,  that  he  might  make  himfelf 
known  as  foon  as  poffible ;  fince  having 
once  laid  in  the  materials,   he  thought  he* 

could 
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could  difpofe  them  in  a  couple  of  hours, 
efpecially  as  the  whole  was  to  be  con- 
fined within  very  narrow  limits,  fuch  being 
the  cuftom  he  had  obferved  upon  thefe 
occafions,  when  he  had  himfelf  been  pre- 
fent,  the  preacher  beginning  only  juft  as 
the  proceffion  is  forming  -,  and  as  to  the 
getting  it  by  heart,  that  gave  him  little 
concern,  for  his  memory  was  really  happy, 
and,  as  they  fay,  affinine,  fignifying  that 
it  was  as  ftrong  as  an  afs,  and  with  as  little 
grace  or  judgment. 

But  yet,  on  further  reflecting  upon  all 
the  circumftances  of  this  laft  piece  of  my- 
thological erudition,  he  could  not  reft  per- 
fectly fatisfied,  as  it  feemed  to  him  that 
the  application  of  the  paper  dipped  in 
blood  to  the  penitents  of  the  fraternity  was 
rather  violent ;  and  though  he  thought  that 
it  might  pafs  in  a  cafe  of  neceflity,  or 
forced-put,  or  at  a  village  where  there 
might  not  be  any  other  critics  or  cenfors 
than  the  Barber  and  the  Notary  j  yet  he 
was  very  defirous  of  finding  fomething  more 
ftrictly  appofite  to  penitents  of  blood,  the 
better  to  infure  his  fhining,  and  to  avoid 
the  hypercritical  remarks  of  fcrupulous 
gentry,  of  which  there  were  fome  in  the 
convent,  and  likewife  in  the  town,  which, 

as 
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as  we  have  before  obferved,  was  tolerably 
well  inhabited,  being  neither  fuch  a  defert 
as  Quintanillia  del  Monte,  nor  fo  populous 
as  Cadiz  or  Seville. 

In  this  anxiety   he    was   drawing    near 
home,  as  peniive  as  you  pleafe,  and  not  a 
little  vexed   with  himfelf,  when  on  a  fud- 
den  he  gave   a  great  fhout,  accompanied 
by  a  fmart  flap  with  the  palm  of  his  hand 
on  the  pummel  of  the   faddle,  and  broke 
out  with,    *'  Was  there  ever  fuch  a  block- 
head as  I !    In  this   fame  admirable   book. 
The  Idea  of  a  new  General  Hifiory  cf  North 
America,  a  few  pages  after  what  is  related 
of  the  tree  of  the  bloody  papers  in  honour 
of  the  God  Izcocauhqui,  I  remember  to 
have  read  two  things,  which  I  immediately 
took  notes  of  againfl  fuch  an  occafion,  and 
they  are  fo  born  as  it  were  for  it  that   if  I 
myfelf  had  feigned  them,  they  could  not 
have  fitted    more    to   an    hair.     They  are 
both  in  the  tenth  fection,  which  treats  on 
the  fymbols  of  the  Indian  months,  accord- 
ing  to   Gemelli  Carreri;  and  the  firft  of 
them  fays  thus,  for  I  am  fure  of  it  as  if  I 
had  the  book  in  my  hand. 

"  Tozoztli,  the  fymbol  of  the  fecond 
month,  means,  A  bleeding  or  pricking  of  the 
'veins  -,  forafmuch,  as  on  the  fecond  day  of 

this 
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this  month,  the  Indians,  either  with  the 
points  of  the  Maguey  *,  or  their  razors  of 
flint,  drew  blood  in  token  of  repentance, 
from  their  thighs,  fhins,  ears,  and  arms, 
and  fafted  at  the  fame  time. — Their  peni- 
tential feftival  was  dedicated  to  the  God 
Tlaloc,  the  God  of  Rain."  And  farther  on  : 
"  They  who  had  the  office  of  making 
Xuchilesy  or  nofegays,  at  particular  times 
of  the  year,  called  Xochimanqne,  kept  a 
feflival  in  their  third  age-)-  to  the  Goddefs 
Chiva/ticne,  which  is  as  much  as  to  fay, 
the  Petticoats  of  Women  or  by  another  name, 
Coat hit 'ona,  the  Goddefs  of 'Twins." 

"  The  fecond  is  as  follows,  without 
wanting  a  tittle. 

"  Huetozoztli,  the  fuperlative  of  Tozoztli, 
and  fymbol  of  the  third  month,  means,  A 
great  pricking  or  bleeding ;  becaufe  on  the 

*  An  American  tree,  the  leaves  of  which  end  in  a 
fliarp  ftrong  point,  fervmg  either  for  a  pin  or  needle  ; 
from  the  fibres  of  the  leaf  is- made  thread.  This  extra- 
ordinary tree,  according  to  Father  Jofeph  de  i^cofla's 
account,  Nat  Hift.  India,  yields  betides  water,  wine, 
oil,  vinegar,  honey,  and  many  other  things.  The  fap, 
plentifully  ifluing  from  an  aperture  in  the  trunk,  is  fweet 
and  cooling,  and  drank  as  water ;  letting  it  four,  it  is 
vinegar  ;  half  boded,  it  is  muflj  full-boiled,  wine  ;  and 
boiled  to  a  confidence,  honey. 

f  The  Spaniards  divide  the  life  of  man  into  feven 
ages:  childhood,  boyhood,  adolefcencc,  youth,  virility, 
old-age,  and  decrepitude. 

delay 
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delay  of  the  rain,  which  was  generally 
wont  to  begin  about  this  time,  correfpond- 
ing  to  our  April,  their  penitence  was 
heightened,  blood  drawn  more  copioufly, 
the  facrifices  greater,  and  the  fads  more 
fevere.  The  feftival  was  made  in  honour 
of  the  God  Citcolt,  the  God  of  Maize,  or 
Indian  corn,  £cc.  Thefe  two  jewels  did 
1  fairly  fet  in  my  note -book,  and  thence 
transfer  to  my  memory,  and  yet  was  I 
racking- my  brains  for  others  to  adapt  to 
the  principal  circumflances  of  the  fubjedr.  ! 
But  where  are  more  exquifite  to  be  found! 
Where,  more  new  !  Where  more  exactly 
cut  out  for  the  purpofe  !  Here  I  have  fieri- 
Jity  of  the  earth  from  want  of  water  ;  here 
I  have  cTlaIoc)  the  God  of  Rain  ;  here  I  have 
a  proceffion  of  penitents  of  blood,  and  even 
in  the  month  of  Hueytozoztli,  which  is  the 
very  month  of  April,  in  which  we  now 
are,  and  in  which  our  proceffion  is  to  be 
made  ;  here  I  have  Xuc biles  and  Xochiman- 
que,  that  is,  thofe  who  make  ramiiletes  or 
rajnales,  for  there  is  no  ereat  difference  *  ; 

*  No  great  difference  in    the  found,  Friar  Gerund 

means,  between  the  two  words,  Ramiiletes,  and  Ramales  -, 

but  the  former  fignifies  the  nofegays  made  by  the  Xochi- 

.  manque,  and  the  latter,  the  cords  or  fcourges  ufed  by 

the  difciplinants. 

Vol.  L  M  m  here 
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here  I  have  Coat  hit  ona,  or  the  petticoats  of 
women,  things  exactly  like  which  the  Pe- 
nitents muft  necelTarily  wear  ;  and  in  (hort, 
here  I  have  an  India,  and  now  would  I  not 
change  myfe/f  for  forty  Friar  BialTes,  nor 
for  as  many  authors  of  Florilegiums  as  both 
the  Eftremaduras  ~\-  could  produce.  But, 
hold  !  this  muft  not  prevent  my  ever  vene- 
rating both,  as  my  matters,  as  my  models, 
as  my  great  originals  in  the  faculty  I 
profefs." 

Tranfportcd  with  thefc  thoughts,  and 
almoft  mad  with  joy,  our  little  Friar  ar- 
rived at  the  Convent- gate,  difmounted, 
prefented  himfelf  before  the  Superior,  re- 
ceived his  Benedicite,  made  his  bow,  re- 
tired to  his  cell,  untucked  and  put  himfelf 
in  order,  took  a  good  pull  at  a  flafk  of 
wine,  and  without  delay  let  his  hands  to 
their  tafk,  labouring  his  exhortation  lb 
ttrenuoufly  that  he  finimed  it  before  he 
ilept;  and  on  the  day  of  the  proceflion, 
which  was  attended  by  much  people  from 
all    the   neighbourhood    round    about,    by 

t  Playing  on  the  word  Fkrilegium  \  the  province  of 
Kftremadura  is  accounted  the  molt  rich  and  fruitful  in 
Spain,  and  confequently  melt  abounding  in  liowers. 
The  other  Eftrcmadura  is  in  Portugal  ;  both  called  by 
this  name  from  having  extreme  borders  towards  the 
Moors. 

Anthony 


FRIAR     GERUND.         531 

Anthony  Zotes  and  his  wife,  and  likewife 
by  the  Father  Matter  Prudentio,  who  re- 
turned from  the  Grange  the  night  before, 
he  delivered  with  graceful  confidence  the 
following  piece  of  admirable  oratory,  faith- 
fully copied  from  the  original. 

'*  To  the  auriferous  age  of  innocence  ; 
lavaho  inter  innocent  es  mantis  me  as :  in  unin- 
terrupted track  fucceeded  the  argent  feafon 
of  defective  {loth  -,  argentum  &  aurum  qui- 
lius  concupiri.  Yet  the  peccability  of  mor- 
tals arrived  not  to  degree  lethalic,  but  ap- 
propinquated to  be  nigrefcent  maculation 
on  their  priftine  niveous  candour  -,  pocula 
tartareo  hand  aderant  nigrejacfa  veneno.  The 
aftonifhed  Gods,  ego  dixi  dii  ejiis,  deter- 
mined to  obftrudt  the  violation  of  eflablimed 
order  by  admonitory  grace — admirably  here, 
fays  the  author  of  the  Symbolic  World,  ante 
diem  cave— and  paralogized  correction  in, 
preludes  of  caftigation  ;  corripe  enm  inter 
te  &  ipfum  folwn. 

"  The  mother  Cybele — the  learned  know 
that  in  the  fabulous  Ethnic  Lexicon  this 
difcriminative  appellation  is  on  the  earth 
impoied,  'Terra  autem  erat  inanis  &  vacua — ■ 
the  mother  Cybele — Cybekia  mater  >  as  the 
Probofcis-Poet  elegantly  iings — the  mother 
Cybele,  who  till  then  fpontaneated  her 
M  m  2  produc- 
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productions,  now  refolved  upon  negation4, 
unlefs  they  were  reciprocated  for  by  the 
toilfome  labour  of  the  humid  colonifr.  ;  in 
columna  nubh.  But,  Oh!  Heavens!  how 
was  the  calamitous  agricolifl  to  elaborate 
without  the  inftrumental  caufe  for  cultiva- 
tion, and  if  altogether  ignorant  of  the  ma- 
terial caufe  of  the  efficient  for  the  inftru- 
ment?  Quezcumque  ignorant  blafphemant ,  quo- 
modojiet  ijlud?  Commiferating  Saturnus  def- 
cended  from  Olympus'  height,  dejeendtt  3e 
ca-lis,  and  taught  man  the  manuduclion  of 
the  refcindent  fpade,  and  the  dividing 
plough,  terra  jindctur  aratro.  Has  your 
comprehenfion  grafped  it,  Mortal  Hearers? 
Then  have  I  fully  proved  that  punifbment 
is  produced  by  fin  :  Ji>t  pcccatum  meum  contra 
me  ejtftmfcr.  But  we  are  yet  in  aberration 
from  the  point. 

**  To   the   argent  feafon    fucceeded  the 
fecle  bight  ferruginous  -,  S&culum pcrignem-> 
and  though  that,  faw  inftruments  for  culti- 
vation,   and    men    poiTefled     of   fcientrific 
.comprehenfion    of  their  ufe,  pnfjedit  me  in 
Initio  vtarum  fuarum,   the  obifrucled  Cybe- 
leiah  mother  correfponded  with  fleriiity   to 
the  toils  of   the  agricolift  ;     ct  peter  mens 
'  agricotd  eft.     Here  ih'c  oWec^tive  interroga- 
tion :  if  ihe   adunque  iron  retorted  on  her 
2  with 
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with  its  furrows,  if  the  fharpened  (hare 
called  loudly  by  its  ftrokes,  why  did  (he 
not  liften  and  her  covenant  keep  ?  Why 
did  not  the  Earth  protend  her  verdurous 
offerings  ?  How  opportune  does  Lyra  an- 
fwer !  becaufe  the  (lony  Heavens  denied 
the  pluvial  drops — nan  phtit  menfes  feptem. 
But  what  motive  could  induce  that  flar- 
ftudded  canopy  to  fuch  durity  fevere  ?  Car- 
tarius  appofitely  fays,  becaufe  fins  were 
multiplied  by  the  fcelerat  fons  of  men — Et 
ddictcs  mca  ejfe  cwnfJiis  homimim.  But  now 
what  remedy  apply  ?  Hear  the  fapient 
MythologifL 

*'  Let  the  mighty  Bacchus  fiide  down  from 
the  celeftial  vaulted  roofs ;  let  him  teach 
the  mortal  to  compunctify  and  implore  the 
clemency  of  the  Thunderer  with  penitent 
rogation-! — 'Te  rogatnus;  audi  no s :  Let  him 
offer  worfhip  and  facrifices  on  future  altars, 
and  Jupiter  Ammon  will  himfelf  defcend, 
who  is  the  fame  as  Ram,  and  with  a  fole 
ftroke  of  his  foot,  or  under  his  foot-fole, 
mail  fpouf  the  liquid  to  fatisfy  the  thirily 
foul,  and  fertilize  campaigns — -Defcendi? 
yefus  in  loco  campeftri.  The  learned  need 
not  application's  lore;  but  the  lefs  wife 
may  (land  in  need  thereof.  Have  not, 
{then,  the  clouds  for  kvQix  long  months 
M  m  3  denied 
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denied  iheir  falutiferous  dropping  fweats  ? 
Have  not  the  fy  mptoms  of  a  fcony  earth  from 
this  negation  fprung  ?  Let  therefore  a  de- 
vout rc?ation  be  enacted;  let  the  brethren 
of  the  Crofs  of  Penitents  go  forth  ;  let  pre- 
side their  worthy  Majordomo  Jupiter  Am- 
nion, Pafqual  Ram,  from  underneath  the 
feet  of  whom,  de  fub  cujas  pede,  fhall  flart 
the  copious  fount,  fecundifying  fields, 

Horrida  per  campos  bam  bim  bombarda  fonabant. 

Furthermore ;  in  the  facred  lines  is  cele- 
brated much  the  Pafqual  Lamb — Agnus 
Pafcbalis :  the  judicious  know  that  of 
Lambs  are  formed  Rams ;  therefore  our 
illuftrious  Majordomo  Pafqual  Ram  muft 
in  feafon  infantine  have  been  a  Pafqual 
Lamb.  The  illation  is  innegable.  But 
all  has  not  yet  been  faid. 

"  To  the  frugiferous  Ceres,  tutelary  god- 
defs  of  the  fields  and  harvefts  were  of- 
fered thofe  facriflces,  Ambarval  called, 
and  ftlemn  proceffions  went  round  the 
fields,  dmbarvales  hojlice.  And  who  were 
thofe  of  whom  thefe  proceffions  were  prin- 
cipally formed?  Certain  brethren  devout, 
ycleped  Arvales,  Arvales  fratres  -,  who,  as 
the  belt  interpreters  opine,  were  all  Agri- 
I  colifls. 


FRIAR    GERUND.       535 

colifts.  This  is  not  the  offspring  of  my 
head  inventive  j  'tis  afferted  by  Cato  mod: 
profound,  Ambarvalia  celebrabant  Ar  vales 
Jratres,  circumeunter  campos,  &  lit ab ant 
Ambarvales  Ho/lias.  To  whom  did  they 
immolate  ?  It  is  already  faid  j  to  the  god- 
defs  Ceres,  which  is  derived  from  Cera 
[Wax]  to  denote  alfo  the  penitents  of 
Light.     Vos  ejlis  Lux  mundi. 

"  But  left  the  impertinent  or  fcrupulous 
critic  mould  complain  that  the  Penitents  of 
Blood  alfo  are  not  duly  honoured  with  out 
notice,  come  with  me,  and  you  mall  fee, 
that  this  fanguinary  ianctimony  of  the  bre- 
thren is  not  the  invention  of  modern  times, 
as  fome  ignorants  would  perfuade,  but  the 
practice  of  mod  antique  fraternity,  in  all 
ages  and  all  climes  received.  Come!  Up  ! 
Give  to  America  feptentrional  a  leap. 

"  There  will  you  fee  the  God  Tlaloc,  fu- 
perintendant  of  the  Rains,  denying  pro- 
cacioufly  what  he  wimes  to  confer,  and 
not  induced  to  let  them  fall  in  the  month 
of  Togoztli,  which  is  the  month  of  March. 
There  you  will  fee,  to  move  him  to  foft 
pity,  how  the  Indians,  armed  with  Magueys 
or  fharpened  flint,  blood  from  their  bodies 
every  part  will  draw  in  copious  itreams. 
There  you  will  fee  the  ftill  incenfed  Tlaloc 
M  m  4  perie- 
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perfcvering  in  his  angry  frown  in  the  month 
of  Hueytozoztli,  which  to  April  corref- 
ponds,  the  month  of  prefcnt  date,  ftill 
deny  the  rain  for  the  reigning  fins  of  men, 
who,  repentant,  augment  feverity,  and  draw 
till  it  ftreams  along  upon  the  ground  their 
life's  warm  blood  with  rigorous  Xuchiles, 
that  is,  by  violence  of  fecurge,  bathing  in 
it  the  geddefs  Chhalticite,  which  the  Deity 
of  Petticoats  imports,  and  directing  the 
penitent  prcceflion  to  the  temple  of  Citcolt 
tLe  Cod  of  Maize,  to  the  end  that,  inter- 
ceding and  uniting  with  the  great  Tlaloc, 
he  m#y  fend  the  falutiferous  drops  to  locfen 
the  bowels  of  the  hard-bound  earth  for 
the  gracious  deliverance  of  her  fruits. 

*f  Now,  then,  my  brethren,  at  light  of 
fuch  examples,  as  efficacious  as  opportune, 
what  may  we  not  expect  to  fee  you  do  ?  By 
what  are  you  detained  ?  S^uid  facts  in  pa- 
ten? a  domo  delicate  wiles  $  Why  do  you  de- 
lay to  ieize  with  courage  ftout  and  holy 
thofe  candid  Xuchiles,  and,  convocating 
fiiit  the  purple  humour  to  the  carnofities 
poft-tergate,  then  draw  it  forth  with  the 
ccrated  Magueys,  till,  fopping  in  its  paf- 
fage  the  albicant  Chivalticues,  it  water  li* 
berally  the  hardened  earth,  Gutta  fangnims 
decurrentis  in  terram  £  Behold  !  ye  faithful, 

our 
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our  divine  'Tlalods  incenfed  !  Behold !  the 
beneficent  Citcolt  in  his  rueful  wrath  takes 
part !  Run,  run,  to  appeafe  them !  Fly, 
fly,  to  deprecate  their  rage!  Seize,  again 
I  fay,  thofe  Xuc biles ;  take  well  the  mea- 
fure  of  thofe  Maguey s ;  and  let  the  red 
liquor  bubble  from  your  moulders.  Thus 
will  you  appeafe  the  anger  of  the  Gods  j 
thus  will  you  make  atonement  for  your 
fins  ;  thus  will  you  obtain  for  your  fields 
epithalamiums  of  prolific  rain — Conjugis 
in  gremium  l&te  defcendit,  and  for  your  own 
fouls  fovereign  epicycles  of  fupreme  grace, 
the  fecure  pledge  of  future  and  eternal 
glory,  Quam  mihi  &  vobis,  &c." 

He  had  not  well  pronounced  the  lad 
word,  when  the  church  refounded  with 
/houts  from  under  all  the  cowls  as  loud  as 
if  they  had  paffed  through  a  fpeaking  trum- 
pet, or  at  lead  a  funnel,  which  faid,  Bravo 
Father  Friar  Gerund  !  Braviffimo  Father 
Friar  Gerund !  And  what  is  more,  the  Pe- 
nitents were  fo  moved  by  the  exhortation, 
though  not  a  foul  of  them  underftood  a 
word  of  it,  that,  at  the  inftant,  they  threw 
off  their  cloaks  with  the  mod  courageous 
zeal,  and  began  to  apply  their  inftruments 
of  flagellation  with  fuch  power,  that  before 
they  got  out  of  the  church  there  was  blood 

enough 
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enough  fpilled  upon  the  pavement  to  have 
made  black-puddings.  The  women  who 
were  about  the  aunt  Catania  gave  her  a 
thoufand  embraces  and  a  thoufand  kilfes, 
plentifully  bedewing  her  face  at  the  fame 
time  with  the  offerings  of  their  eyes  and 
nofes  out  of  pure  tendernefs,  and  telling 
her  that  fhe  was  a  thoufand  times  happy  in 
being  the  mother  of  fuch  a  fon.  An  old 
prieft  belonging  to  the  church,  who  flood 
by  Anthony  Zotes,  and  who,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  having  been  plucked  three 
times  in  the  examination  for  the  fub-diaco- 
nate,  once  for  the  diaconate,  and  twice  for 
the  priefthood,  was  yet,  on  account  of  his 
age  and  his  good  life,  a  refpcctable  man, 
giving  him  a  ftric~l  embrace,  faid  to  him, 
**  Signior  Anthony,  fifty  and  two  Exhor- 
tations to  the  Difciplinants  have  I  heard 
in  this  church  fince  I  have  been  an  un- 
worthy prieft  of  it,  as  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  but  fuch  an  Exhortation  as  this,  or  any 
thing  comparable  to  it,  I  never  did  hear,  nor 
do  I  believe  I  ever  fhall  hear  :  God's  bleff- 
inggo  with  the  little  Gerund,  and  may  his 
majefty  not  take  my  life  till  I  fee  him  a  Pre- 
fentado ! 

It  is  left  to  the  pious  and  curious  reader 
to  conceive  how  Uncle  Anthony  and  Ma- 
dam 
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dam  Catania  felt  themfelves  at  being  eye 
and  ear-witneffes  of  thefe  praifes  and  ap- 
plaufes  of  their  fon  :  and  a  thing  to  be  con- 
ceived likewife  rather  than  related,  is  the 
vanity  and  felf-fatisfa&ion  which  at  that  jn- 
ftant  took,  porTeffion  of  the  heart  of  Friar 
Gerund,  at  hearing  his  own  loud  and  re- 
peated acclamations.  But  as  the  joys  of 
this  life  are  of  fhort  duration,  and  as  it 
generally  happens  in  the  midft  of  our  great- 
eft  triumphs  that  fome  untowardly  difafter 
will  admonim  us,  that  we  are  ftill  but  mor- 
tals, his  ill  fortune  contrived  that  poor  Friar 
Gerund  fhould  receive  fuch  a  knock  on  the 
pate,  immediately  upon  his  coming  down 
from  the  pulpit,  in  the  very  veftry  of  the 
church,  as  to  a  pate  of  lefs  tenacity  might 
have  given  a  new  turn. 

It  happened  that  there  was  at  that  time 
in  the  town,  upon  a  recruiting  party,  a 
Captain  of  a  marching  Regiment,  a  fenfible, 
well-read,  free,  open  man,  who,  having 
heard  the  Exhortation,  and  ftruggling  one 
while  with  his  anger  and  another  with  his 
laughter,  determined  at  lad:  to  entertain 
himfelf  a  little  in  roafting  the  preacher  ; 
and  therefore  coming  into  the  veftry  he  ran 
up  to  him  directly,  and,  giving  him  in 
mockery  a  tight  fqueeze,  faid  with  afoldier- 

lik* 
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like  gaiety,  "  To  fpeak  ingenuoufly,  my 
dear  little  Father,  tho'  I  have  rambled  much 
about  the  world  and  was  fond  cf  hearing 
the  preachers  in  all  places,  yet  in  my  life 
did  I  never  hear  any  thing  like  this, 
never  fo  excellent  a  Shrove-tide  *  Exhorta- 
tion, or  proper  prelude  to  a  droll  or  mum- 
mery." Friar  Gerund  was  fomewhai:  out 
of  countenance  at  this  flrange  compliment, 
and  as  on  the  article  of  unembarraiTment 
.and  eafy  familiarity  he  could  by  no  means 
meafure  fwords  with  the  noble  Captain,  he 
afked  him  only,  with  fome  difcompofure, 
"  Pray,  Sir,  what  of  droll  or  mummery 
was  there  in  the  Exhortation  ?" 

U  O,  to  be  fure,  there  is  nothing  the 
matter  with  his  eye,  as  they  faid  of  the 
poor  man,  when  it  was  knocked  out  and  he 
had  it  it  in  his  hand  ■f*.  Why,  could  any 
thing  be  more  delicate  than  the  choice 
fables  with  which  your  Paternity  was  pleaf- 
ed  to  favour  us  in  order  to  compvn&ify  us  ? 
That  of  Saturn  was  worth  a  million  ;  that 
of  Eacchus  ought  to  be  fet  in  gold  ;  that  cf 

*  The  three  days  before  Lent,  called  Carnejlollendaty 
from  their  bidding  adieu  to  meat  for  a  feafon,  is  a  time 
ef  univerfal  feftivity  and  merriment. 

t  A  proverbial  faying,  ufed  when  any  weighty  charge 
is  affe$fid  to  be  made  light  of. 

Jupiter 
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Jupiter  Ammon  and  Pafqual  Ram,  with  the 
beautiful  touch  on  the  Pafqual  Lamb,  is 
too  precious  to  bear  comparifon  ;  and  in 
fhort,  all  that  paffage  of  the  American  peni- 
tents with  their  Xuc biles,  Magueys,  and 
Cbhalticues ;  the  Gods  in  whofe  honour 
the  penitence  was  performed  with  their 
moles  and  marks ;  the  motive  to  it ;  and 
even  to  the  correfpondence  of  the  months 
in  which  it  was  obferved,  was  altogether 
a  molt  happy  composition  of  divinities :  and 
your  Paternity,  tho'  fo  young,  might  be 
commander  in  chief  of  the  preachers 
againfl  Melancholy,  or  even,  without  act- 
ing yourfelf,  fend  out  a  detachment  of 
preachers,  who,  ft  ihzy  at  all  refemble 
your  Paternity,  might  attack  her  in  her 
very  trenches,  and  not  only  diilodge  her 
from  her  camp,  but  drive  her  intirely  out 
of  the  world."  And  without  faying  more, 
or  giving  time  to  Friar  Gerund  to  reply,  he 
made  him  a  low  bow  and  turned  upon  his 
heel. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.        VI. 

In  which  isfeen  the  'variety  of  human  judg- 
ments, and  that  there  is  no  fatuity  which 
will  not  meet  with  favourers. 

THUS  did  the  rogue  of  a  Captain  take 
leave  of  the  good  creature  of  a  Ge- 
rund, having  thrown  cold  water  upon  the 
complacency  the  holy  man  was  experi- 
encing in  the  applaufes  and  acclamations  of 
the  church,  and  left  him  penfive,  difcon- 
folate,  and  forrowful.  But  as  the  griefs  of 
this  life  are  not  of  long  duration,  any  more 
than  its  joys,  as  we  juft  now  obfcrved,  the 
gr.ief  occalioned  by  the  lively  fatire  of  the 
Signior  Officer  lafted  but  a  little  while  ;  for 
no  fooner  had  Gerund  got  from  the  veftry 
to  his  cell,  but  the  whole  mufquetry  of  the 
Convent,  that  is,  the  mob  of  Collegiates, 
Chorifters,  Lay-brethren,  and  young  folks, 
poured  like  a  torrent  into  it.  And  as  of 
all  vulgars  this  vulgar  is  one  of  the  mod 
eafily  amazed  and  ilupined  with  nonfenfe 
of  any  in  the  world,  and  for  that  reafon  is 
one  of  the  moil  prejudicial,  it  is  not  to  be 
told  what  a  club-like  blow  they  had  been 
itruck  by  Gerund's  Exhortation  ;  infomuch 

that, 
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that,  being  no  diftinguifhers  of  colours,  and 
governed  only  by  noife  and  the  found  of 
words,  he  appeared  to  moft  of  them  a  per- 
fect miracle  of  genius. 

Into  his  cell,  then,  they  tumbled,  pell- 
mell,  with  fuch  a  fhouting,  uproar,  and 
madnefs  of  joy,  that  the  very  Convent 
feemed  to  be  coming  down  -,  and  as  they 
had  all  been  fellow-ftudents  and  were  nearly 
of  the  fame  age,  tho'  he  was  now  a  priefl 
and  a  preacher,  they  could  not  for  their  lives 
preferve  any  refpect  towards  him,  but  gave 
the  demonstration  of  their  honeft  joy  with 
all  the  freedom  of  moft  familiar  plainnefs. 
Some  embraced  him,  fome  huzzaed  him, 
fome  fpoke  to  him  on  the  right  fide,  fome 
on  the  left,  fome  before,  fome  behind,  fome 
pulled  him  by  the  body  of  his  habit,  fome  by 
the  fleeves,  till  they  could  have  the  pleafure 
of  feeing  that  he  noticed  them,  and  there 
were  not  wanting  others  who  raifed  him 
upon  their  moulders  in  the  air,  proclaim- 
ing him  the  greater!:  preacher  which  the 
Order  or  the  world  had  ever  feen.  One, 
who  was  fecond  vicar  of  the  choir,  ex- 
claimed in  deep  bafe,  *<  Till  now  did  I  not 
think  that  there  had  been  upon  earth  an- 
other Friar  Bias ;  but  in  troth  he  may  learn 
another  trade  j    for  all  he  preaches,  tho' 

fo 
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fo  exquifite,  fo  full  of  conceits,  and  fo  rare*? 
is  but  dregs  and  drofs  to  what  we  have 
heard  from  Friar  Gerund."  An  old  lay- 
brother,  a  good-natured  fimple  foul,  who 
had  been  refectory -man  above  forty  years, 
whilft.  he  flood  looking  him  earneftly  in  the 
face  actually  fhed  tears  out  of  pure  joy  and 
tendernefs.  The  butler  told  him  that  all 
the  wine  in  the  cellar  was  at  his  devotion, 
as  was  but  fitting  for  one  who  fo  much  ho- 
noured the  facred  habit.  The  cook  offered 
him  his  fervices  with  great  franknefs  and 
hcartinefsj  and  even  the  fteward — a  fort  of 
gentry  not  wont  to  be  very  generous — pre- 
fented  him  immediately,  in  voce,  with  a 
couple  of  kegs  of  caveeched  Sardinas*,  with 
a  promife  of  two  more  of  others  when  he 
fhould  have  them,  in  token  of  the  love  he 
had  for  him  and  the  pleafure  he  had  re- 
ceived from  him. 

It  is  left  to  the  pious  and  curious  reader 
to  confider  what  muft  have  been  the  plea- 
fure of  Friar  Gerund  at  hearing  all  thefe 
acclamations,  as  he  was  by  no  means  a  man 
infenfible  to  his  own  praifes,  nor  in  the 
leaft  inclined  to  the  opinion  of  that  philo- 
lbphifed  orator  who  fufpec~ted  the  applaufes 

*  A  kind  of  pickled  herrings. 

of 
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of  the  multitude  to  be  an  argument  of  his 
being  wrong. 

But  now  behold,  whilft  the  noify  gentry- 
were  in  the  midft  of  their  uproar,  and  the 
blelTed  Friar  Gerund  mod  ingulphed  in  his 
glories,  in  came  the  Superior,  the  Father 
Mailer  Prudentio,  and  all  the  reft  of  the 
grave  Fathers,  to  pay  their  compliments 
and  congratulations  after  the  function,  as  is 
the  laudable  cuftom  in  all  communities.  At 
the  inftant  fubilded  the  tumult  of  the 
youngfters,  each  of  whom  put  himfelf  in 
order  the  bed  he  could,  clapping  his  hands 
under  his  fcapnlary,  and  (licking  himfelf 
againft  the  wall  with  downcaft  eyes  and 
reverent  filence.  The  Superior  contented 
himfelf  with  faying  that  he  mould  repofe 
after  his  fatigue,  and  without  adding  an- 
other word  prefently  retired  :  of  the  red: 
of  the  Fathers,  fome  only  made  a  kind  of 
offer  at  an  inclination  of  the  head,  fqueez- 
ing  with  difficulty  from  between  their  teeth 
a  mumbling  unintelligible  compliment  : 
others  gave  it  in  audible  words,  but  fo  equi- 
vocal that  an  evil-minded  per/on  might 
have  interpreted  them  with  little  benignity, 
as,  **  'Twas  a  great  thing  indeed,  Friar 
Gerund!  In  truth  I  never  heard  a  greater,  nor 
do  I  ever  expect  to  hear  any  thing  equal  to 

Vol.  I.  N  n  it, 
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it,  unlefs  it  be  from  thee:"  two  or  three 
of  them  who  were  rather  of  a  referved 
turn,  faid  only,  '*  God  reward  thee,  Friar 
Gerund,  for  thou  haft  laboured  much  ;'{ 
and  full  furely  was  the  good  little  friar 
iblaced  thereby,  thinking  it  was  the  fame 
thing  to  labour   much  as  to  labour  well. 

All  this  while  the  Matter  Prudentio  was 
filent,  looking  at  him  from  time  to  time 
with  a  mixture  of  compaflion  and  feverity; 
but  as  foon  as  the  other  fathers  withdrew, 
feeing  the  collegiates  were  about  to  follow 
them,  he  defired  them  to  ftay,  faying, 
that  he  had  now  an  Exhortation  to  give 
to  the  exhorting  father,  which  might  at 
the  fame  time  be  not  wholly  unprofitable* 
to  them.  He  then  fat  himfelf  down  in  a 
chair,  made  Friar  Gerund  fit  in  another, 
and  turning  towards  him,  fpoke  to  him  in 
this  manner: 

*'  Friar  Gerund,  haft  thou  loft  thy 
fenfes?  Waft  thou  in  them  when  thou 
compofedft  fuch  a  firing  of  abfurdities,  and 
when  thou  hadft  the  face  to  preach  them? 
Is  this  what  thou  ofTeredft  at  taking  leave 
of  me  at  the  Grange,  faying  that  I  might 
make  myfclf  eafy,  as  thou  waft  certain  that 
for  this  time  thou  fhouldft  acquit  thy  ft  if 
to  my  approbation  ?  But  what  !  doft  thou 
think  I  can  approve  of  the  greatcft  texture 
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of  madnefs  and  abfurdity  that  ever  I  heard 
in  my  life,  unlefs  it  be  exceeded  or  rivalled 
by  the  crazy  falutation  of  the  fermon  of  St. 
Ann  !  And  this  too  on  a  function  in  itfelf  fo 
ferious,  fo  tender,  fo  dolorous,  in  which 
every  thing  ought  to  breathe  penitence, 
compunction,  groans,  and  tears!  Had  we 
committed  no  other  fin,  I  could  almoft 
fay,  than  that  of  thy  exhortation,  that  a- 
lone  would  deferve  that  God  mould  chaf- 
tife  us  with  the  dreadful  fcourge  of  drought 
and  flerility  we  are  fuffering.  But  I  will 
not  venture  to  prounounce  this,  as  I  know 
thou  nnnefl  not  from  wilfulnefs,  but  in- 
nocence or  ignorance. 

**  Why  now,  thou  filly  man,  what  hart 
thou  done  by  thy  Exhortation  but  dun  our 
ears  with  infipid,  impertinent,  and  ridicu- 
lous fables,  verifying  to  the  letter  what  the 
apoftle  fpoke  prophetically  of  thee,  and 
other  preachers  like  thee,  who  mall  flee 
from  the  truth  and  convert  all  their  atten- 
tion to  fables,  the  hearers  likewife  being 
infected  with  this  depraved  tafte,  A  veri- 
tate  quidem  audit um  avertent,  adfabulas  au- 
tem  convert entur.  What  power  have  thefe 
to  move  us  to  perform  penitence  for  our 
crimes,  and  by  this  mean  appeafe  the  feve- 
rity  of  the  divine  jiutice,  fojuflly  irritated 
againfl  them  ? 

N  n  2  fl  Would 


543         The    H  I  S  T  O  R  Y    of 

"Would  there  not  be  more  efficacy  in 
the  real  examples  in  facred  and  ecclefiaf- 
tical  hiftory,  both  of  them  rilled  with  in- 
ftances  of  the  dreadful  temporal  chaftife- 
ments  with  which  in  all  times  God  hath 
vifited  the  fins  of  men,  without  laying  a- 
fide  the  fcourge  till  fatisfaction  had  been 
made  for  them  by  grief,  amendment,  and 
repentance?  Have  the  deluges,  inundations, 
wars,  famines,  plagues,  flerility,  earth- 
quakes, volcanoes,  and  other  aftonifhing 
alterations  in  the  courfe  of  nature,  govern- 
ed by  the  fupreme  Author  of  it,  fprung 
from  any  other  principle,  or  had  any  other 
end  ? 

**  If  thou  hadft  dedicated  the  time  thou 
hail:  miferably  wafted  in  reading  fictions,  to 
the  perufal  of  the  facred  Bible,  thou 
wouldft  in  that  have  met  with  infallible 
hiflories  to  ferve  as  a  foundation  to  thy 
Exhortation, without  the  ridiculousand  even 
facrilegious  recourfe  to  fabulous  inventions. 
Sterility  proceeding  from  the  want  of  rain 
and  the  fuperabundance  of  fin  thou  wouldil 
have  met  with  in  Egypt  in  the  time  of  Pha- 
raoh and  Joleph.  Sterility  proceeding  from 
the  fame  caufe  thou  wouldir.  have  met 
with  in  Ifrael,  at  the  time  of  the  prophet 
Klias.  Sterility  proceeding  from  the  fame 
caufe  ihou  wonldit  have  met  with  in  the 


king 


FRIAR     GERUND.       54 

kingdom  of  Judah,  in  the  times  of  the  Jo- 
rams.  And  if  after  facred,  thou  hadft  call  thy 
eyes  upon  ecclefiaitical  and  profane  hiilory, 
thou  wouldft  fcarce  have  found  a  fingle 
age  without  numerous  examples  of  it,  with 
the  addition  that  the  chaftifement  ceafed 
not  till  the  fins  by  which  it  was  incurred 
were  ceafed  or  leifened.  To  what  end  then 
mouldir  thou  have  recourfe  to  dreams  and 
fables?  How  can  a  truth  be  folidly  enforced 
by  means  of  a  lie?  Or  what  affinity  is  there 
between  the  myfteries  of  Chrift,  and  the 
cheats  of  Belial  ?  §>u<v  conventio  Chrijii  ad 
Belial? 

"  But  fuppofing  that  in  fable  were  to  be 
found  fome  kind  of  refemblance,  as  in  ma- 
ny of  them  there  really  is,  to  our  truths  or 
our  myfteries,  what  force  is  added  to  the 
one,  or  fplendour  to  the  other,  by  this  ri- 
diculous refemblance?  Nav  I  will  q-o  far- 
ther,  and  fuppofe  the  fable  to  have  the 
greatefl:  likenefs  imaginable  to  fome  of  the 
myfteries  which  we  believe  and  adore,  as 
for  example,  the  birth  of  Minerva,  the 
goddefs  of  wifdom,  who  was  feigned  to 
have  fprung  from  the  brain  of  Jupiter,  to 
the  generation  of  the  Word,  or  eternal  wif- 
dom, which  was  engendered  from  all  eter- 
nity in  the  mind  of  the  Mod  High ;  and 
what  do  we  infer  from  this?  That  the 
N  n  3  truth 
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truth  becomes  mere  credible  or  refpeclable 
becaufe  we  meet  with  an  obfeure  fhadow  of 
it  in  that  abfurd  lie? 

"  But  if  the  ufing  fables  in  the  pulpit 
by  way  of  enforcing  our  truths  is  always  an 
infufferable  thing,  and  in  a  certain  degree 
a  kind  of  facrilege,  it  is  more  fo  when  they 
are  preached  to  the  fimple  and  the  vulgar. 
A  difcreet  audience  look  upon  the  fable  as 
it  deferves,  and  know  it  at  the  bottom  to  be 
no  better  than  a  lie.  There  is  no  other  in- 
convenience, with  refpect  to  them,  than 
the  mixing  the  fabulous  with  the  true,  the 
facred  with  the  profane ;  a  mixture  which 
is  indeed  very  monflruous;  iince  even  in 
Poets  and  Painters,  who  have  moft  ample 
licence,  it  has  been  pronounced  by  the  beil 
of  fatirifls  to  be  intolerable, 

——•——  ut  fuGi'ulis  ccecrrt  vnmjt'to^  —  ut 
Scrpcv.ies  avibus  gcniixintur,  tigribus  agni. 

"  But  when  a  fermon  is  preached  before 
a  conccurfe  made  up  for  the  greateft  part  by 
uncultivated  nifties,  there  is  the  higheft  in- 
convenience in  their  hearing  fable  for  hif- 
tory,  fiction  for  reality,  and  lies  for  truth. 
We  may  fee  it  in  the  will  of  that  old  wo- 
man, who,  having  heard  the  minifter  of 
her  parifh  fpeak  oftentimes  in  his  fermons 
of  the  God  Apollo,  left  this  hgzcyt  "  Item, 
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"  I  leave  my  two  hens  and  my  cock  to  the 
•  blefTed  Saint  Polio  out  of  the  great  devo- 
"  tion  J  have  had  to  him  ever  fince  I  heard 
*'  him  fo  much  preached  about  by  our  mi- 
"  nifter."  Doft  thou  think  it  impoflible 
that  amongft  fo  many  poor  creatures  as 
compofe  the  Fraternity  of  the  Crofs,  to 
whom  thou  preachedft,  fome  of  them,  and 
many  of  them,  may  not  go  away  perfuadcd 
that  Ceres,  Jupiter  Ammon,  Bacchus,  and 
the  reft  of  the  trumpery  mob  thou  talkedft 
of  are  great  Saints,  and  powerful  advocates 
in  drawing  down  the  blefiing  of  rain? 

"  Then  what  mail  I  lay  of  thy  folly  in 
that  American  mythology  which  thou 
feemedft  to  look  upon  as  the  forte  of  thy  Ex- 
hortation, (o  immerfed  waft  thou  in  it,  and 
fuch  fatisfaction  and  vanity  hadftthou  in  the 
delivery  of  it!  I  did  not  think  that  even  thou 
couldft  have  been  fo  very  abfurd;  and  pray 
obferve,  this  is  exprefilng  one's  felf  as  ftrong- 
]y  as  pOffible.  Who,  in  the  ijame  of 
wonder,  pould  furnifti  thee  with  fuch  in- 
formation, or  how  hadft  thou  the  ill-luck 
to  light  upon  it  to  make  thyfeif  moft  ri- 
diculous! Certainly  thou  haft  a  Angular 
talent  at  ftriking  in  with  the  worft  of  what- 
ever is  to  be  found  in  books,  and  as  lingu- 
lar a  grace  in  availing  thyfeif  of  it.  But 
the  truth  is,  thou  waft  for  making  an  of- 
N  n  4  ten- 
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tentation  of  thy  memory  and  happy  pro- 
nunciation, delighted  with  thofe  flovenly, 
exotic,  barbarous  names  of  rflaloc,  T'ozoztli, 
Kueytczozili,  Xuchilles,  Citeolt,  and  Cbival- 
tictte,  thinking  that  this  was  a  great  thing, 
and  that  thou  fhouldft  amaze  thy  audience. 
And  in  truth  fo  thou  didftj  for  thefe  poor 
creatures  arc  no  diftinguifhers  of  colours, 
and  it  is  fufficient  for  them  not  to  under- 
Hand  a  thing  in  order  to  admire  it. 

*•  As  to  that  puerile,  pedantic,  intoxi- 
cated, mad  ftyle,  it  would  be  lofing  one's 
labour  and  one's  oil  to  fay  any  thing  of  it. 
Friar  Bias  and  the  cur  fed  Florilegium  have 
fo  infatuated  thee  that  thou  hall  no  know- 
lege  of  what  is  the  pure,  chafle,  and  true 
Spanilh  idiom.  That  which  thou  ufeft  in 
the  pulpit  is  neither  Spanifh,  nor  Latin,  nor 
Greek,  nor  Hebrew,  nor  in  fhort  do  I  know 
what  it  is.  Tell  me,  Sinner,  why  doft 
thou  not  preach  as  thou  talkeft  ? 

•*  What  is  the  meaning  of  auriferous 
age,  degree  letbalic,  nigrejeent  maculation, 
frijline  niveous  candour ',  paralogize  correction, 
humid  cclonijly  and  the  reft  of  that  firing  of 
Latinized  nbfurdities  with  which  thou  ftud- 
ded'ft  thy  Exhortation,  underftood  by  the 
brethren  of  the  Crofs  as  much  as  if  thou 
hadfr  preached  to  them  in  Syriac  or  Arme- 
nian? Knoweil  thou  nor,  wretch  that  thou 
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art,  that  this  is  a  pedantry  practifed  only  by 
thofe  ignorants  who  fcarcely  know  their 
mother-tongue  ?  Inftead  of  the  acclamation 
which  thefe  fimpletons  gave  thee  upon  fi- 
niming  thy  Exhortation,  thou  (houldft 
have  had  that  which  was  given  to  Father 
Friar  Crifpin,  Anting  thee  as  well  as  it  did 
him,  who  without  doubt  mud  have  been 
the  Friar  Gerund  of  his  time, 

Ml  pretenders  to  Jiylc  before  Crifpin  mujl  vanijh, 
Who  fpeaks  Spanijb  in  Latin,  and  Latin  in  Spanijh. 

Huzza ! 

"  I  have  purpofely  chofen  to  give  thee 
my  fentiments  before  all  thefe  young  per- 
fons,  and  therefore  detained  them  here  ; 
for  being  tired  with  privately  admonifhing 
thee,  and  feeing  to  my  great  grief  that  my 
correction  had  no  effect,  I  thought  it  would 
be  right  that  I  fliould  fpeak  to  thee  thus 
publicly,  that  they  may  avoid  thy  bad 
example.  My  age  and  my  hoary  head  au- 
thorize me  ;  and  the  part  I  took  in  having 
thee  appointed  to  this  employment  thou  fo 
eagerly  foughteft,  in  fome  meafure  obliges 
me  to,this,  that  it  never  may  be  thought 
I  approve  what  I  abominate. 

"  Do  not  fuppofe  that  i"  only  am  of  this 
opinion ;  in  that  cafe  it  might  be  attributed 
to  the  ill-humour  which  is  too  often  at- 
tendant 
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tendant  upon  old-age,  though,  blefTed  be 
God,  my  temper  is  far  from  being  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  worft.  All  the  grave 
fathers  of  the  convent  agree  with  me  in  it, 
that  is,  all  who  have  any  judgment  in  the 
matter.  They  all  lament,  as  well  as  I,  the 
mifapplication  of  thy  talents :  and  by  the 
Airland  ferious  manner  in  which  they  pre- 
fented  themfelves  to  give  thee  their  con- 
gratulations, thou  mightft  fee  how  much 
they  had  been  difgufted  at  thy  Exhorta- 
tion. If  they  do  not  all  fpeak  to  thee  with 
the  plainnefs  that  I  do,  it  is  becaufe  they 
do  not  love  thee  fo  much  as  I  do,  or  be- 
caufe they  are  not  fo  particularly  circum- 
ftanced  with  regard  to  thee  as  I  am,  which 
forbids  my  fuffering  thee  to  proceed  in 
error,  or  becaufe  in  a  community  there  are 
fo  manv  inconveniences  in  the  office  of  a 
reprover  that  even  the  fuperiours  are  ob- 
liged to  exercife  it  with  much  caution, 
though  it  is  a  neceffary  part  of  their  duty. 
But  I  difregard  them  all  j  troubling  myfelf 
lefs  about  what  thou  mayeit  think,  others 
infer,  and  many  mifreprefent,  than  the  de- 
jfire  of  thy  reputation,  the  good  of  fouls, 
the  decorum  of  the  pulpit,  and  the  credit 
of  the  order." 

And  as  foon  as  he  had  faid  this  he  rofe 
from  his  feat,  opened  the  door,   and  went 

away 
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away  to  his  cell,  leaving  it  to  be  confidered 
at  leifure  by  thofe  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
drefTed.  Friar  Gerund  was  penfive,  the 
Collegiates  a  long  while  filent,  and  the  lay- 
brethren  looking  both  at  one  and  the  other. 
One  fpat,  another  blew  his  nofe,  a  third 
cleared  his  pipes,  and  a  fourth  hatched  up 
a  kind  of  cough,  but  no  one  dared  to  fpeak 
a  word ;  till  at  laft  a  Collegiate,  a  Theo- 
logifl  of  the  fourth  year,  (as  appears  by  a 
note  left  by  a  curious,  minute,  investigat- 
ing author)  who  was  a  brink,  lively,  in- 
trepid lad,  and  a  great  talker,  broke  filence 
by  faying,  "  Who  goes  after  the  old  man 
with  wine  and  bifcuits,  and  to  make  him 
change  his  linen,  for  the  fermon  has  been 
long,  moral,  fervent,  and  pathetic  I"  They 
all  laughed  except  Friar  Gerund,  who  re- 
mained down-caft  and  half-amamed. 

But  he  was  prefently  confoled  by  our 
Theplogift  ;  who  coming  up  to  him  and  giv- 
ing him  two  flaps  upon  the  moulder,  faid, 
"  Why,  how  now,  Friar  Gerund  !  Surfitm 
corda!  What!  Doft  thou  make  any  ac- 
count of  the  millions  of  our  Mathufalems  ! 
Doil  thou  not  fee,  man,  that  they  have  a 
tafte  as  blear-eyed  and  draggle-tailed  as  a 
witch's  'prentice  ?  How  mould  they  know 
what  it  is  to  preach,  when  they  have  al- 
mpft  forgot  what  it  is  to  live  ?  All  that  has 
2  not 
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not  a  fmack  of  antiquity  offends  them  ;  and 
they  mufl  pefter  us  too  with  their  dotings  I 
They  knew  the  world  to  be  fo,  and  thus 
they  take  it  into  their  heads  that  the  world 
is  to  remain  as  they  knew  it,  without  re- 
flecting that  the  ball  turns  round,  and  that 
upon  that  account  it  is  a  ball.  As  they 
cannot  any  longer  mine,  they  cannot  bear 
that  others  mould  mine ;  like  dried  and 
withered  trees,  which,  in  the  fpring  when 
the  others  are  adorned  with  bloffoms  and 
leaves,  feem  to  look  frill  more  dry  and 
withered  through  pure  envy. 

"  They  fpeak  of  fermons  as  of  fafhions  or 
dances.  The  fight  of  a  flock  or  cravat  puts 
them  befide  themfelves,  becaufe  it  takes 
up  the  place,  which,  according  to  the  old 
tafle,  a  band  mould  occupy ;  and  they 
cannot  without  fury  look  upon  a  pair  of 
clofe  breeches,  remembering  their  own 
and  their  grandfather's  Trunk-hofe.  Juit 
the  fame  in  fermons;  Erudition,  Mytho- 
logy, Elevation  of  Style,  harmonious  Ca- 
dence, Jefts,  Pleafantry,  Tales,  all  provoke 
them  to  vomiting  ;  and  the  reaibn  is,  that 
the  ftomach  of  their  tafle  is  as  deftitnte  of 
heat  as  that  of  the  body :  they  can  digefi 
nothing  but  pap  and  minced-meat,  or  at 
moft  plain  roaft  and  boiled. 

Was 


F  R  I  A  R    G  E  R  U  N  D.      SS7 

"  Was  there  ever  any  thing  like  their 
thinking  to  perfuade  us  that  Fables  were 
not  made  for  the  pulpit  ?  Then  what  were 
they   made   for  ? — The  drawing-rooms  of 
the  ladies,  or    the  parlatories  *  of  nuns  ? 
Can  there  be  more  grace  or  more  genius  in 
any  effort  of  the  mind  than  to  prove  a  truth 
by  a  lie,  or  eftablim  an   infallible  myftery 
by  a  fiction  ?  Salutem  exinimicis  nofiris,  is  not 
this  of  the  Holy  Spirit?  Contraria  Contra- 
riis  curafitar,  is  not  this  of  the  divine  Hip- 
pocrates ?  And  moreover  hath  not  the  pro- 
found Ariftotle  faid,  Oppofita  juxta fe pofita 
magi's  elucefcunt  ?  How  can  the  virtue  of  the 
Sacrament  of  Baptifm  and  of  the  holy  wa- 
ter be  let  forth   better  than  by  comparing 
it  with  that  virtue  which  was  feigned  in  the 
luftral  water  with  which  the  Gentiles  puri- 
fied themfelves  to   be  properly  prepared  to 
facrifice  ?  Lujlravitque  viros,  as  the  incom- 
parable Virgil  fays.     Or  how  is  it  pofiible 
to  explain   with    grace,  the    grace    of  the 
Sacrament  of  Matrimony  without   making 
a  beautiful  defcription  of  the  God  Hymen, 
the  Prefident  of  Nuptials,  or  the  Wedding- 
God,  a  fprightly  youth,  of  heroic   ftature, 
white  and  red  like  a  German,  fair-haired, 

*  Parlatories,  or  Parlours,  or  Locutorics,  are,  as  the 
words  all  imply,  places  to  fpeak  in,  to  which  the  nuns 
come  to  converfe  with  thofe  who  vifit  them. 

his 
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his  lighted  Torch  in  his  hand,  and  crowned 
with  Rofes  ?  And,  in  order  to  do  juftice  to 
the  extraordinary  gallantry  of  Chrift  in  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Eucharift,  is  there  any 
argument  to  be  met  with  fo  convincing,  or 
was  there  ever  yet  invented  in  the  world  a 
thought  fo  delicate,  as  that  of*  the  little 
fable  of  Cupid ;  when,  in  order  to  fubdue  an 
heart  that  was  fomewhat  hard,  after  having 
in  vain  emptied  all  his  quiver  upon  it,  he 
made  an  arrow  of  his  own  body  *  and  (hot 
it  at  the  faid  heart,  which  thence  became 
as  foft  and  meltable  as  a  lump  of  butter  ? 

*<  The  Father  Matter  fays  that  it  is  only 
for  poor  ignorant  creatures  to  ufe  fables 
in  the  pulpit.     This  might  be  fo  when  his  . 

Paternity  was  born;  then  too  tht?  old  dance  r»nJ»*£ 
'  eallfid-- Aw^&toi-was  in  fafhion;  but  now 
that  the  world  is  more  cultivated,  it  is  an- 
other thing.  I  have  in  my. cell  many  print-, 
ed  fermons  of  a  famous  preacher  of  thofc 
times,  who  amazed,  delighted,  intranced 
the  people  of  Arragon,  of  Navarre,  of 
Madrid;  iniomuch  that  foldiers  were 
placed  at  the  Church-doors  to  prevent  in 
fome  degree  the  confufion  and  diforder  oc- 
cafioned  by  exccilive  concourles.     And  yet 

*  Tim  maybe  cafiy  conceived,  wheu  the  reader  re- 
collects how  St.  Patrick  i\vam  bver  to  Ireund,  alter  his 
devolution,  whkhivhrtd  in  his  tceih. 

this 
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this  Very  preacher,  (whom  the  Father  Maf- 
ter  will  not  deny,  for  never  mortal  man  has 
yet  denied  him,  to  be  a  well-known  genius) 
fcarcely  ever  preached  a  fermoh  the  proofs 
of  which  did  not  confift  in  bringing  in  a 
fable  with  a  piece  of  Holy  Scripture -,  and 
in  truth  and  in  truth,  I  tan  tell  you  that 
it  did  not  fpoil  his  fortune,  and  that  not 
only  the  vulgar,  as  fome  people  imagine, 
applauded  him,  but  many  men  of  the  very 
firft  rank. 

"  Amongft  others  I  remember  a  certain 
Sermon,  preached  upon  two  diftinguimed 
ladies'  taking  the  veil,  and  immediately 
committed  to  the  prefs  as  a  great  thing, 
in  which,  becaufe  the  habit  of  the  order 
which  thefe  ladies  took  upon  them  was 
black,  he  compares  them  with  the  greatefl 
propriety  to  the  Goddefs  Veda,  who,  upon 
the  faith  and  word  of  Cartarius,  wa^ 
cloathed  with  the  fame  colour,  Fafium  eji 
ut  nigra  appellaretur  propter  vejiem  Jiigram. 
Afterwards  he  faid,  and  faid  very  well,  that 
Minerva  had  been  the  firft  foundrefs  of  the 
education  of  girls,  quoting  fome  words  of 
the  fame  Cartarius,  which,  though  the'v 
only  prove  that  Minerva  was  the  inventrefs 
of  feminine  employments,  fuch  as  fevving, 
fpinning,  &c.  for  Cartarius  fays  no  more, 
yet  he  lays   enough  for  us   to  believe  that 

me 
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fhe  might  likewife  have  inftructed  females 
in  thefe  employments  ;  for  whether  they 
were  girls  or  marriageable  women,  or  even 
married,  is  nothing  to  the  purpofe  ;  and  it 
is  {till  (hewn  clearly  that  fhe  muft  have 
been  the  foundrefs  of  education,  which  is 
the  fubftance  of  the  bufinefs. 

"  Finally,  farther  on,  he  brings  a  charm- 
ing comparifon  to  fhew  how  much  God  is 
enamoured  of  the  religious  fouls  who  live 
in  cloifters,  fmce  he  cites  with  all  the 
appofitenefs  in  the  world,  the  fable  of 
Danae,  daughter  of  Acriiius  king  of  the 
Argives,  and  fhut  up  by  him  in  a  flrong 
tower,  where  fhe  could  not  have  any  com- 
munication with  men,  that  the  fatal  prog- 
noftic  of  the  oracle  might  not  be  fulfilled, 
which  faid,  he  was  to  die  by  the  hands  of 
a  grandfon.  But  Jupiter  was  too  cunning 
for  the  old  fox  ,•  for,  deeply  fmitten  by 
this  beautiful  young  lady,  he  transformed 
himfelf  into  a  mower  of  gold,  defcended 
in  the  tower,  and  at  the  due  period  made 
her  the  mother  of  Perfeus,  who  in  procefs 
of  time  came  at  laft  to  fulfil  the  pro- 
phetic oracle,  by  flaying  his  grandfather. 
And  there  can  be  no  cavil  here  about  the 
fhower's  introducing  itfelf  into  the  tower, 
for  the  windows  might  happen  to  be  open  \ 
or  even  if  it  fhould  have  bee*n  a  fortified 
I  tower, 
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tower,  in  which  there  are  no  windows, 
there  muft  have  been  chinks  and  holes  for 
the  admiflion  of  light  and  the  emiffion  of 
arrows. 

"  Who  could  have  believed  that  a  fable, 
to  appearance  fo  filthy,  could  ever  ferve  as 
a  proof  for   fo  lovely,    clean,    and  chafte 
a  thing   as  the  efpecial    love  which   God 
profeffes   to    the    pure   fouls   who   live   in 
cloyfters  ?  But  this  is  the  teft  of  his  great 
genius  ;  our  fubtle  orator  applies  it  with 
thegreateft  delicacy  and  the  greatefl  energy: 
hi  Danae,    he  fays,    I  .contemplate  a  retired 
Soul,  which  vows  per?nanency  in  its  claufure 
from  the  world-,  in  Jupiter,  transformed  to 
a  flower  of  gold,  I  contemplate  Cbrift,  who 
defends  as    rain  and  bread  from   Heaven. 
And  directly,  in  the  margin,  you  behold  a 
pair  of  literal,  pretty  texts, — for  the  word 
"  Bread,"  Panis  de  ccelo  defcendens  ;  and  for 
"  Rain,"    Et  nnbes  pluant  juflum.      Could 
any  thing  have  been  faid  more  fweetly,   or 
could  a  more  fuitable  or  a  more  happy  in- 
vention have  been  imagined  ?  For,  though 
Danae   might  not  have  been  the  mod  re- 
ferved  and  fcrupulous   damfel  upon  earth, 
as  indeed  the  event  (hews,  and  that  Jupiter 
might   have    been     a    wicked    fornicating 
rogue   of  a  God,  is    a    trifling    obje&ion. 
Here   is   a  virgin  ;   here   is   a  fhutting-up 
Vol.  I.  O  o  from 
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from  the  world  ;  here  is  a  God  who  vifits 
this  virgin,  be  it  upon  what  account  it  will, 
for  it  does  not  become  us  to  enquire  into 
it ;  what  more  is  wanting,  then,  to  prove 
that  Chrift  profeffes  an  efpecial  tenderngi^j^fca/r 
for  cloiftered  virgins,  and  loves  to  -tout em* 
\kju~~vr'  *  fate  *  thcfe  Danaes,  as  Jupiter  did  that  ? 
Without  doubt  it  is  a  contemplation  of  the 
author,  exceedingly  ingenious,  devout,  and 
pious. 

'*  Therefore,  my  friend  Gerund,  you  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  laugh  at  that  old 
dotard  of  a  Father  Mailer  of  our's,  and  let 
him  grumble  and  grunt  his  fill.  Believe 
me,  that  all  old  people  in  general  are  dif- 
guited  with  whatever  they  cannot  do  them- 
felves,  and  that  we  may  well  apply  to  them 
what  the  poet  fays,  with  the  alteration  only 
of  a  fingle  word,  Nam  quce  nonfecimas  ipji 
vix  ca  recta  voco  :  and  do  thou  go  on 
preaching  as  thou  hafl  begun  ;  for  if  thou 
perfevere  thou  wilt  come  undoubtedly  to 
be  the  honour  of  thy  country,  the  credit  of 
the  order,  the  oracle  of  the  pulpit,  and 
in  fhort,  the  only  man  in  the  world." 
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It  is  not  to  ie  told  with  what  applaufe 
the  whole  juvenile  mufquetry  received  this 
harangue  of  the  prating,  confident,  young 
thing  of  a  theologift.     After  having  given 
him  almoft  as  many  fhouts  as  the  brethren 
of  the  Crofs  had  given  to  the  Difciplinant- 
Exhortation,  the  compliments  of  congra- 
tulations were  repeated   to  Friar  Gerund, 
if  poliible,  with  more  tumult  than  before, 
all  of  them  ftrenuoufly  advifing  him  to  fol- 
low the  miraculous  rhumb  of  preaching,  to 
which  he  had  given  fo  happy  a  beginning, 
and  mod  of  them  befeeching  him  to  lend 
them    the  manufcript,    that    they    might 
tranfcribe  it.     With  this   our   poor   fcald 
miferable   of  a    Friar   Gerund,    not   only 
began  to  refpire,  but  he  lifted  up  his  creft, 
he    plumed  himfeif,    he  exulted,  he  was 
fwoln  with  vanity  almoft  to  burfting,  and 
became  fo  fully  perfuaded,  that  That  was 
the  true   method   of  preaching,   and  that 
any  other  was  a  wretched  poornefs,   that 
he  could   not  have  been  drawn  from  his 
error  by  the  bare-footed  Friars  themfelves. 
But  what  gave  the  rimming  ftroke  to  it, 
was  the  following  poetical  eulogy,  which 
appeared  the  next  day,  and  faid  thus : 


T# 
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To  THE  INCOMPARABLE   FrIAR  GeRUND 
ZoTES,  ALIAS  DE  CoMPAZAS. 

Fri'r  Gerund  there's  but  One,  nor  e'er  was  more, 
Immortal  mure,  he  make  Campazas'  name  t 
And    Squares,    Streets,    Cots,   and    Convents 
with  his  fame 
Shall  loud,   or  twopence  will  I  forfeit,  roar. 

Henceforth,  thofe  Pulpit-Drones,  his  Bourdaloue 
And  FJeury,  let  not  braggart  Frenchman  praife  : 
Blufh,  Italy,  Thy  Preacher's  worth  to  raife, 
Preachers  all  worthy  coats  of  motley  hue  ! 

What  is  Vieyra,  Portugal,  thy  Pride  ? 

A  pure  pragmatic,   pert,   Prig-Portugueze  ! 

What  the  fam'd  Tully  and  Demofthenes  ? 
Blockheads  whom  future  School-boys  fhall  deride  f 

All  elfe  for  Oratory  erft  rever'd 

What,  feen   in  groupe,    prefent  they  now  to 
view  ? 

What  but,  for  Jargon,  a  wild  Bedlam-crew, 
For  Ignorance,  a  brute  Lay-brother  Herd  ? 

All,  all  ;  Fri'r  Bias  excepted,    Smart  Divine  } 
And  the  few  Gallant  Sparks  with  Bias  that  vie  ; 
Yet    thefe,     e'en    Thefe,     jfhine    not     when 
Gerund's  nigh, 
GeRUND  the  Glory  of  the  Zotes'  Line  ! 


END   OF   THE    first    volume. 
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